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ALASKA. 

BY    HON.    VVALTl£K    \L.   CLARK. 

GOVERNOR  OF   ALASKA. 


INTRODUCTION. 

Pl!<  )|!AI!I  .^  no  lai'fjc  (livisioii  of  ilic  cartli's  surface,  now  inliubiterl  hv  civilized 
|irii|ilc.  nearly  nni'  iMiniliiil  and  seventy  years  after  its  discovery,  is  so  little 
known  to  tlie  world  as  Alaska.  It  would  seem  that  to  the  i>eo|ile  fieiierally,  even  in 
tin-  liiited  States,  Alaska  is  hut  a  name  in  the  i;eo{;i-a|)hies  —  at  least,  this  could  he 
said  a  decade  or  si)  ajjo.  Tlic  woild  has  learned  more  ahout  this  Territory  in  the  last 
ten  years,  I  venture  to  say,  than  in  all  the  years  tiiat  had  ela|)sed  since  the  discovery 
by  Russians  a  eeiitiiry  and  a  half  before.  The  darkness  which  overspread  the  popular 
mind  in  reference  to  Alaska  oi)seured  the  vision  of  our  American  statesmen  —  all 
except  a  few  of  them  —  as  late  ius  ISfiT,  and  public  men  only  very  recently  htive  been 
enlijihtened  on  this  subject.  Some  of  them  still  have  little  faith  in  the  future  of  the 
Territory,  e,\ce])t  a-s  a  place  of  more  or  less  successful  mineral  exploration.  Alaska 
is  misunderstood  even  by  many  persons  whose  stock  of  information  on  divers  other 
subjects  is  coni])lete. 

It  is  a  sinijular  fact  that  many  of  those  parts  of  the  earth  which  are  remote  from 
Europe  and  the  liu'ted  States  have  failed  to  attract  the  particular  attention  of  the  masses 
of  Hiiroiicans  and  .\mericans  except  throui;li  foreifjn  wars  or  discoveries  of  treasure. 
What  a  small  niind)er  of  our  i)eoplc  knew  anythinj;  about  the  Phili|)pine  Islands  jirior 
to  the  Battle  of  Manila  Ray!  What  a  no  man's  land  is  Morocco  to  the  average  .American 
mind  to-day,  and  what  a  couiitiy  of  the  unknown  to  the  Europeans  until  international 
conflicts  of  a  serious  nature  arose!  The  world  is,  after  all,  a  bij;  world;  and  it  sometimes 
seems  that  a  knowledge  of  geography  is  rarer  than  a  knowledge  of  Greek.  There  has 
never  been  any  war  over  .\Iaska,  and  its  ac(|iiisition  from  Russia  was  so  peaceablv 
accomplished  and  with  so  little  public  discussion  that  .America  was  satisfied  for  a  time 
simply  to  take  it  —  and  to  forget  it.  This  vast  territory  is  handicapped  by  its  far 
northern  situation  and  climate  not  nearly  a,s  much  in  actuality  a.s  it  is  in  the  efTect 
which  these  things  have  on  the  [niblic  mind.  It  is  not  a  land  of  perjietual  ice  and  snow, 
inca[)abl(-  of  comfortable  habitation,  but  until  recently  the  world  has  pei^isted  in  so 
regarding  it. 

The  discovery  of  im|>ortant  gold  |)lacers  and  gold  ore  only  a  few  yearv;  ago  stimulated 
the  poi)ular  imagination,  and  then  the  truth  about  .Maska  began  to  spread.  A  number 
of  books  have  bet'n  ]Mdi]islu'd.  the  |icrii>diral  press  has  disseminated  information,  not 
always  accurate  but  generally  helpful;   the  population  has  increased  and  the  inert  loaf 
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of  public  opinion  is  now  working  under  the  leaven.  The  author  of  this  volume  confers 
a  boon  upon  all  who  read  it,  by  his  instructive  narrative  and  his  appreciative  presentation 
of  those  salient  features  — history,  industrial  resources,  eomniercial  growth  and  scenic 
picturesqueness.  It  seems  to  me  that,  at  the  very  outset,  Mr.  Dole  strikes  a  good  note 
when  he  alludes  to  the  folk-story  of  the  fairy  godmother  and  the  crooked  coin.  The 
illustration  may  not  fit  in  every  particular,  but  it  is  to  be  recalled  that  Alaska  was  es- 
pecially unattractive  to  ])ersons  who  knew  little  about  it  —  and  this  meant  nearly  every- 
body —  luitil  we  foiuid  that  this  was  a  land  of  rich  treasure.  Once  this  electrifying 
fact  was  established,  it  did  not  take  long  to  inform  a  good  many  people  that  Alaska 
was  even  more  than  a  treasure-house  of  gold  and  sealskins,  and  —  if  the  figure  will 
stand  it  —  of  the  wealth  of  the  inland  seas.  After  gold  and  fish  came  copper,  and  after 
copper,  coal;  and  now  there  are  some  thousands,  at  least,  of  persons  who  know  that 
Alaska  will  become  eventually  a  country  of  farms.  The  development  of  agricultural 
resources  liere  by  a  hardy,  frugal  people  need  cause  no  more  surprise  in  the  future  than 
the  present  state  of  development  in  other  lines  of  industry  has  caused  to  men  who 
remember  the  popular  impression  of  Alaska  at  the  time  of  the  Purchase,  forty-two  years 
ago. 

The  mineral  resources  of  the  Territory  are  well  recognized,  and  since  the  lure  of 
gold  is  so  powerful  it  is  natural  that  the  mines  of  Alaska  should  have  attracted  more 
general  attention  than  any  other  of  the  great  resources  of  this  region.  The  gold  output 
has  averaged  approximately  $20,000,000  a  year  for  several  years,  and  the  greater  part 
of  this  annua]  product  has  come  from  placers.  One  of  the  greatest  gold  quartz  mines 
in  the  world  has  been  developed,  however,  and  many  smaller  ones  are  in  operation,  or 
about  to  be  opened.  The  salmon  fishing  industry  reached  large  proportions  several 
years  ago,  but  the  other  fisheries  are  in  the  beginning  of  a  development  which  will  surely 
be  enormous.  Several  other  sources  of  wealth  have  scarcely  been  touched.  The  forests 
of  the  southeastern  coast,  although  not  as  valuable  as  those  a  thousand  miles  to  the 
south,  on  the  Pacific  coast  of  the  United  States,  are  spread  over  an  enormous  area  and 
contain  trees  of  large  size,  promising  a  supply  of  good  lumber  to  meet  the  demands  of 
Jocal  consumption  for  several  centuries.  The  possibility  of  a  great  wood-pulp  industry 
in  Southeastern  Alaska  is  an  attractive  one. 

Another  of  the  great  resources  of  the  Territory  which  remains  undeveloped  is  coal. 
It  was  only  a  few  years  ago  that  the  great  extent  and  high  quality  of  the  coal  de])ositS 
were  discovered;  and  development  in  tliis  field  has  been  awaiting  the  enactment  of 
favorable  laws  and  regulations  enabling  claimants  to  obtain  title.  The  coal  mining 
industry  in  Alaska  will  certainly  become  an  important  one  in  the  near  future.  The 
relation  of  the  Alaska  coal  deposits  to  the  mines  of  copper  which  are  now  being  de- 
velo])cd  is,  of  course,  of  the  most  significant  kind,  for  cheap  loal  will  have  an  immediate 
effect  on  the  reduction  of  Alaska  copper  ores. 

To  write  only  briefly  on  the  prospects  of  agriculture  in  .\laska  is  to  invite  the  skepticism 
of  the  average  reader  and  ])ossibly  to  leave  him  unconvinced.  The  best  proof  that  such 
prospects  exist  is  found  in  the  fact  that  gardens  are  now  to  he  found  in  the  neighborhood 
of  every  Alaska  town,  and  that  nearly  every  variety  of  vegetable  is  being  raised  with 
great  success;  and  in  the  further  fact  that  several  farms  have  already  been  taken  up 
under  the  homestead  act  and  are  being  cultivated  by  their  ])roprietors. 

It  is  pretty  generally  known,  probably,  that  the  $7.2()().(KK)  which  the  United  States 


IN'n.'iiDl  (    riM.N.  xi 

|iiiiil  Id  Itii^^iii  I'nr  the  jiiin  hiiM'  i.l'  Ala.k.i  in  ISO?  WU.S  n-nunlcd  hy  the  puljlir  ua  nti 
cxlruvaniiiii  |iri<i-.  'V\u-  |no<lii(l.s  of  lliis  mniiiiiiKMitiil  "  Scw.-ird's  Folly  "  every  year 
now  aiiioiiiit  lo  not  less  tliuii  live  times  the  jirice  of  llie  ])iir(liuse,  un«l  dcveloimient  is 
still  in  .'III  eiirly  sliiKe.  rernianent  residence  will  follow  tiie  period  of  adventure  and 
evploilalioii.  .Mr.  Dole  has  shown  a  keen  a|>|ireciirtion  of  the  wealth  of  .Maska  re.soiirees 
and  of  the  eoiidilions  of  life  in  .Maska.  These  eonilitions,  heretofore  nnich  .slandered, 
will  heconie  heller  known,  I  trust,  throu^;h  the  wide  readinj^  of  this  vohiine;  and  it  is 
iKil  III  111-  ilmiliiril  liy  any  reailrr  ihai  these  same  eondition.s  are  such  lus,  in  future  jren- 
ir.iliiiiis,  will  Mi|i|iuil   in  lar;;r  nuniln-is  a  prosj'urous  and  eontenled  people. 

WaLTKK   K.    Cl.AltK. 

JUNKAIJ,    Al-ASKA, 

Kcbniury,  1 ',»!(». 
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ALASKA. 


CUArTKK    I. 

A    FLOUTED    GIFT. 

TlIK  fairy-godmother,  in  tiio  ohl  folk  stcnv,  l)riiiij:s  tlie  new-born 
infant  a  crookinl  coin,  even  iikhc  than  insignificant  in.  appear- 
aiKH';  hut  it  lias  niii-arulnu--  pnwrr^.  and  when  jnit  to  the  test, 
nniltiplii's  into  a  fortune.  Aladdin's  lamp  hail  notiiing  in  its  external 
aspect  to  indicate  that  when  rnlilicd  it  wonM  sinnnnHi  tlie  aivl  of  tlie 
all-powerful  Djinn  to  reveal  unmeasured  riches.  Such  a  gift,  at  first 
despised  and  ridiculed,  seemed  to  be  the  great  land  of  Alaska,  which, 
instead  of  consisting  wholly  of  glaciers  and  icebergs,  as  was  at  first 
generally  supposed  from  its  situation  iu  tiie  far  north,  has  proved  to 
be  an  El  Dorado  of  fabulous  value. 
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It  is  rather  amusing  and  instructive,  in  view  of  the  stream  of  gold 
and  other  precious  products,  pouring  in  an  ever-increasing  volume 
from  Alaska's  horn  of  plenty,  to  recall  some  of  the  predictions  and 
comments  that  were  made,  in  the  newspapers  and  in  Congress,  when 
the  proposed  purchase  of  this  imperial  domain  from  Eussia  was  under 
discussion. 

In  the  debate  of  July,  1868,  the  Hon.  Hiram  Price  of  Iowa,  in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  after  animadverting  on  the  Hon.  N.  P. 
Banks's  eloquent  plea  in  favor  of  Alaska,  said:  — 

"  By  a  movement  as  quick  and  a  change  as  sudden  as  ever  was  pro- 
duced by  Aladdin's  lamp,  we  were  standing  upon  the  margins  of  the 
inlets,  bays,  and  water  courses  of  Alaska.  There  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  pointed  out  to  me  the  fish  with  which  these  waters 
swarm ;  no  sir,  I  beg  pardon,  not  swarm ;  there  is  no  room  for  them 
to  swarm ;  they  are  piled  up,  fish  upon  fish,  pile  upon  pile  —  solid 
colunms  of  fish;  no  human  arithmetic  can  compute  their  numbers. 
And,  sir,  such  fish  —  shad,  salmon,  cod,  —  according  to  the  description, 
a  foot  and  over  through  the  shoulders,  with  sides  and  tails  to  match. 
As  I  stood  there,  Mr.  Chairman,  listening  to  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, with  fish  to  the  right  of  me,  fish  to  the  left  of  me,  fish  all 
in  front  of  me,  rolling  and  tumbling,  I  had  to  acknowledge  that  the  pic- 
ture as  painted  made  Alaska  a  good  country  for  fish. ' '  He  declared  that 
he  was  almost  ready  to  embrace  "  the  creations  of  this  splendid  fancy," 
until,  on  sober  second  thought,  stripping  it  of  the  "  trimming  and 
tinsel ry  in  which  his  imagery  had  clothed  it,"  there  remained  "  noth- 
ing but  a  cold,  forbidding,  ghastly,  grinning  skeleton,"  from  which  he 
"  turned  with  horror  and  disgust."  From  all  that  he  could  learn, 
Alaska  was,  in  the  language  of  an  impartial  historian,  "  very  moun- 
tainous and  volcanic,  with  a  climate  intensely  cold,  and  a  sterile  soil." 
He  ended  by  claiming  that  Eussia  ought  to  be  allowed  to  remain  in 
peaceable  possession  of  Alaska  in  all  her  hideous  proportions  and 
native  cheerlessness,  with  her  icebergs,  her  volcanoes,  her  three  hun- 
dred and  sixty  days  in  the  year  of  clouds  and  storms,  her  harbors, 
streams,  Indians,  and  fish. 

Mr.  Schonck  of  the  House  declared  that  lie  lind  never  felt  his  imag- 
ination worked  uj)on  to  the  extent  of  according  to  the  bargain  that 
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li;i(l  I II  iii.'hIc,  jiiin  tiling  iiko  fln'  wilm-  wliidi  otlir-r  j^cntlcition  seemed 

til  liiiil  ill  it.  ■■  I 'cili.iii-,"  III'  -.liil.  ■■  il'  ;iiiytirniK  I'liiild  reconcile  my- 
self, III'  iiii\'  111,111,  \i>  llic  ,iri|iiisiti(Mi  of  the  .\l.i-'k;i  Icnitory,  it  inif^lit 
lie  fiiiiiiil  in  till'  w  r.il  liiT  iiiiilri'  wliirli  \\c  ai'c  HOW  siilTcriiif?,  ami  tli;it 
linih.ilily  is  ;i  more  earnest  ar;^iim('rit  in  its  favor  than  almost  anytliiiig 
else  I  can  liml  in  my  miml."    Tli.it  \v;is  .Inly  14lli,  IKdS. 

Mr.    Williams  of  l'enn.■^yl\  ani;i    railcil    it    '*  a    miserable   iiiMperty." 
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lie  went  on,  in  a  tlow  of  sarcastic  elor|uence,  which  was  amusinic  then, 
but  almost  jiathetic  now:  "  Never,  indeed,  in  the  annals  of  impo.sture, 
has  aiiytliiiiL;-  lu-cn  witnessed  so  reckless  and  audacious  in  the  way  of 
invention  as  the  statements  wliicli  liave  been  manufactured  to  accom- 
plish this  object.  By  a  miracle  as  stupendous  as  that  of  Joshua  when 
he  lii'lil  the  sun  spellluniiul  on  Gibeon  and  tlie  moon  in  the  Valley  of 
xVjalon.  the  very  laws  of  nature  —  the  same  to  which  the  honorable 
Chairman  so  confidently  refers  —  are  not  only  suspended  but  over- 
turned at  the  i)idding  of  the  wizard  Secretary.  The  jien  of  the  mer- 
cenary scribe  is  enlisted  to  furnish  material  for  the  statesman.     The 
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Sybilline  leaves  of  these  oracular  personages,  this  hireling  priesthood 
of  the  press,  descend  in  showers  like  the  snowflakes  that  load  the  at- 
mosphere of  this  promised  land.  The  icy  barriers,  before  which  even 
the  giant  power  that  had  cleft  its  way  through  the  snows  of  Siberia 
to  the  shores  of  the  Arctic  Ocean,  were  obliged  to  recoil,  giving  way 
at  once.  The  frozen  rivers  bare  their  flowing  bosoms  to  the  embraces 
of  a  tropic  sun,  and  the  rugged  and  inaccessible  mountains  sink  down 
incontinentlj'  into  the  verdant  shore  and  the  grassy  plain.  And  young 
America,  always  susceptible,  —yes,  and  very  old  America,  too,  listen 
and  believe.  Already  they  hear,  or  think  they  hear,  the  screams  of 
the  American  eagle  from  the  peak  of  St.  Elias,  and  as  their  eyes  are 
skilfully  directed  to  the  exiled  banner  of  the  Union  drooping  discon- 
solately from  its  staff  amid  the  perpetual  rains  of  Sitka,  they  respond 
to  the  stirring  ajjpeal  by  swearing  on  the  altar  of  the  god  Termimis 
that  it  shall  never  go  back,  even  though  the  elements  in  mutiny  may 
wage  eternal  war  around  it  and  against  it. 

"  Xaj',  even  the  grave  Chairman,  to  whom  the  nation  looks  for  wise 
and  wary  counsel,  transported  by  the  glowing  vision,  is  rapt  in  ecstasy 
himself,  and  while  challenging  the  wild  fancy  that  peopled  Unalaska's 
shore  with  wolves,  finds  a  new  El  Dorado  among  the  icebergs  and 
volcanoes  of  this  new  Eden,  before  which  the  riches  of  ancient  Ophir 
and  the  marvels  of  Cathay  must  fade.  The  jioet,  who  has  license 
as  the  statesman  has  not,  was  true  at  least  to  the  law  of  verisimilitude 
when  he  assigned  to  that  savage  beast  a  home  in  this  new  purchase 
for  which  he  could  imagine  no  other  inhabitant.  If  he  forgot  that 
there  are  regions  of  the  earth  where  even  a  wolf  could  not  subsist 
and  would  disdain  to  live,  he  has  atoned  at  least  for  the  error  of  the 
naturalist  in  the  glorious  rhythm  that  blends  so  well  the"  dismal  howl 
of  that  nniiuiil  with  the  sullen  dash  of  the  bi'eakers  upon  that  desolate 
shore.  But  what  is  there  in  the  way  of  license  here  to  compare  with 
the  inventive  genius  tliat  has  sown  the  gift  of  Ceres  among  the  driving 
mist  ;ind  the  eternal  snows,  and  with  a  marvellous  alchemy,  transmuted 
the  sterile  rock  ;nid  the  inaccessible  glacier  into  tlic  richest  of  metals 
and  the  most  priceless  of  gems?  .... 

"  Rich  as  he  is  in  elocution,  the  powers  of  language  almost  fail  him 
in  his  endeavor  to  depict  the  varied  and  endless  resources  of  the  new 
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jici|iiisiti()ii.  \\  itiioiit  (!V(!ii  till'  Irniililc  1)1'  Mil  exploration,  lie  fi^ivos  liis 
Il'iikI  .111(1  his  I'.iitli  iinplicitly  lo  the  voracious  pi-iiny  a-liiHT,  who  Kiiiilcs 
him  lo  lh(!  iiiniiiit  uf  vision  and  there  iinl'ohls  to  liis  wondering  eyes 
tlie  Miystei'ies  ol'  tiiis  mil  nulch'n  .nid  ciichaiitcd  land,  lie  .sees,  not  with 
the  visual  nili.  Iml  as  Sanclio  saw  his  Mistress,  l>y  hearsay,  in  this 
cliaos  id'   rix-k   and    mniml.iin    and    wintrv   liood,   a    Itumidless  area   ol" 
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cultival)le  land  that  only  awaits  the  surveyor  am!  the  ]tlow  to  be 
thronged  witli  settlers  and  to  dinijile  into  liarvests;  timber  for  con- 
struotion  and  exitoit.  huge  as  tlie  pinos  hewn  on  Norwegian  liills,  to 
make  tlio  mast  of  .some  great  admiral,  and  as  indestructible  as  the 
bodies  of  tlie  unburied  Eskimos  found  !>>  the  first  explorers  on  its 
northeriimnst  point,  wliieh  laughed  the  worm  to  seorn  and  defied  alike 
the  tooth  of  time  and  of  the  polar  bear;  trea.sures  of  mineral  wealth 
deep  hid  from  mortal  eyes,  in  bods  of  coal,  and  ores  of  iron,  lead,  copper, 
silver,  and  even  gold,  with  probably  |)latinum.  and  possil)ly  diamonds; 
forests  alive  with  fur  be.-ning  animals  just  waiting  to  ornament  the 
shoulders  of  some  Atlantic  liolle:   and  fishes  swarming  ni)on  the  coast, 
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until  they  are  crowded  out  of  their  native  element  and  compelled  to 
pasture  upon  the  strand." 

Mr.  AYilliams,  in  his  eloquence,  came  nearer  to  the  truth  than  he 
dreamed. 

On  the  other  hand,  Charles  Sumner  and  William  H.  Seward,  whose 
greatest  claim  to  immortality  lies  in  their  advocacy  of  i^urchasing 
Alaska,  clearly  foresaw  the  possibiUties  that  would  open  uj)  in  the 
exploration  of  the  vast  unknown  regions,  which,  since  their  day,  have 
a  million  times  justified  their  perspicacity.  Charles  Sumner,  who  was 
not  wholly  in  sympathy,  nevertheless  made  a  great  speech,  which,  by  its 
matter  of  fact  tone  and  by  its  overwhelming  array  of  facts,  did  much 
to  turn  the  tide  in  favor  of  this  speculation.  Speaking  of  the  discovery 
of  gold  in  the  mountains  of  the  Stikine  Eiver,  not  far  in  the  interior 
from  Sitka,  he  said:  — "  Gold  has  been  found,  but  not  in  sufficient 
quantities  reasonably  accessible.  Nature  for  the  present  sets  up  ob- 
stacles ;  but  failure  in  one  place  will  be  no  discouragement  in  another, 
especially  as  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  mountains  here  contain 
a  continuation  of  those  auriferous  deposits  which  have  become  so 
famous  farther  south." 

The  peroration  of  his  plea  is  well  worth  reading.  After  piling  up 
his  unanswerable  arguments,  based  on  a  characteristically  thorough 
examination  of  all  the  literature  of  research  and  discovery,  he  uttered 
these  ringing  words:  —  "  As  these  extensive  possessions,  constituting 
a  corner  of  the  Continent,  pass  from  the  imperial  Government  of  Rus- 
sia they  will  naturally  receive  a  new  name.  They  will  be  no  longer 
Russian  America.  How  shall  they  be  called?  Clearly,  any  name 
borrowed  from  classical  history  or  froiu  individual  invention,  will 
be  little  better  than  a  misnomer  or  a  nickname  unworthy  of  such  an 
occasion.  Even  if  taken  from  our  own  history,  it  will  be  of  doubtful 
taste.  The  name  should  come  from  the  country  itself.  Tt  should  be 
indigenous,  aboriginal,  one  of  the  autochthons  of  the  soil.  lTiip])ily, 
such  a  name  exists,  which  is  as  proper  in  sound  as  in  origin.  Tt  ap- 
pears from  the  report  of  Cook,  the  illustrious  navigator,  to  whom  T 
have  so  often  referred,  that  the  euphonious  name  now  np]iIio(l  to  the 
peninsula  which  is  the  continental  link  of  the  Aleutian  chain,  was 
the  rule  word  used  originally  by  the  native  islanders  when  speaking 
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ol"  the  Ain('iic;iii  contiiictit  in  ;,a'iicial,  wliJcli  llicy  knew  perfectly  well 
to  be  ;i  '^r(';\\  l.irnl.  Il  niilv  iciii.-iiiis  that,  following  these  natives,  whose 
|il;ici'>  ;iif  imw  niir.-,  \vc,  too,  sliouid  call  this  great  laml,  Ala.-ka.  .  .  . 
\t<\w  lii'>l  work  ami  imi-l  iiii|iiiitant  cndnwrnent  will  Im-  the  Uej)ubliean 
Cioveinini'nl.  wliicli.  lonkini,'  lo  a  Inn^-  I'litiiic,  ynii  will  organize  with 
schools  I'l-cc  to  all,  anil  with  ciiiial  laws  before  whicli  every  eitizeii  will 
staiiil  cicrt  ill  the  (•(iiiscioiisness  of  iiiaiiliood.  I  fere  will  Ik-  a  motive 
power  without  which  coal  itself  will  be  iiisul'licicrit.  Here  will  be  a 
source  of  wi-alth  nioic  iiK^xlian.stiblc  than  any  tishcrics.  Restfjw  such 
a  governiiKMit  and  you  will  bestow  what  is  better  than  all  you  can 
receive,  wlii'thci-  i|nintals  of  fi.sh,  sands  of  gold,  choicest  fur,  or  most 
bcanlirnl  winn'." 

Still  more  |iro|i]irtic  and  cloijiicnt  were  the  oi'afions  of  (leii.  X.  P. 
Banks  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  when  he  urged  Congress  to 
a|ii>ro|iriat('  nionc\  to  pay  K'ussia  for  the  ceded  territory. 

^'('t  as  late  as  Xox'cnilici',  \^7~.  in  an  ai'ticlc  entitled  '"  Ten  Years' 
Ac(|Uaintance  witli  Alaska,"  Henry  W.  Klliott,  au  attache  of  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution,  published  in  "  TTarjioi-'s  AVcokly  "  a  pessimistic 
article  regarding  the  resources  of  that  country.  Speaking  of  the  Pur- 
chase arguments,  he  wrote:  —  "  The  great  speech  of  Sumner  in  favor 
of  the  ti'caty,  and  which,  in  the  universal  ignorance  of  the  subject 
ju'cvailing  in  the  Ameiican  mind  at  the  time  it  was  delivered,  was 
hailed  as  a  masterly  and  Iruthlul  presentation  of  the  case,  is,  in  fact, 
as  lich  a  builes(|ue  upon  the  country  as  was  Proctor  Knott's  '  Duluth.' 
Sumner,  however,  meant  well,  but  he  was  easily  deceived  by  the  cunning 
advocates  of  the  purcha.se." 

The  trutli  is  that  althougli  Sunnier  made  no  mention  of  the  mar- 
vellous concentration  of  the  fur  bearing  seals  in  the  Bering  Sea,  his 
persjiicaeity  was,  in  many  of  his  predictions,  more  than  justified.  In 
a  dozen  different  industries  which  have  sprung  up  with  the  past  decade, 
the  icturns  have  mau\  times  exceeded  the  jietty  price  demanded  by 
Russia  for  this  noble  Empire  of  the  Xorth. 
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CHAPTER   II. 

THE    DISCOVERY    OF    AL  VSKA. 

TWO  causes  led  to  the  discovery  of  the  region  now  called  Alaska ; 
the  first  was  the  search  for  the  North-west  passage,  the  second 
was  the  quest  of  fur-bearing  animals.  As  early  as  1648,  the 
Russian  Cossack  navigator,  Semyon  Deshnef,  hearing  that  a  tribe  far 
to  the  eastward  on  the  Polar  Ocean  had  plenty  of  ivory,  sailed  along 
the  northern  coast  of  Siberia,  rounded  Asia,  and  reached  the  Chukchi 
peninsula  by  the  body  of  water  now  called  Bering  Strait.  He  was  the 
first  to  discover  the  walrus  in  these  waters.  The  first  authentic  men- 
tion of  the  American  Continent  was  made  by  Peter  I.  Popof,  who,  in 
1711,  learned  fi-om  the  wihl  Chukchi  Indians  that  beyond  the  islands 
off  Siberia  lay  a  great  hind  with  bi-oad  rivers  and  inhabited  by  people 
who  had  tusks  growing  out  of  their  cheeks,  and  tails  like  dogs.  This 
evidently  referred  to  the  labrets  worn  in  the  face,  and  the  wolf  or 
dog  tails  attached  to  their  ])arkas  behind. 

The  Russian  Tsar,  Peter  the  Great,  interested  in  everything  that 
concerned  science  and  discovery,  shoitly  bcfdre  his  dc-itli  in  17-."),  wrote 
out  instrui'tiiiiis  for  his  < 'hicr  .Vdmii'al,  Count  F(>o(lnr  A]u-aksin.  to 
cause  to  be  l)uill  at  Kamchatka,  oi'  some  oilier  ('(uivenient  place,  one 
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r  iiMuc  decked  \c-sels  to  cxiiloie  tlie  iHntlu^rly  ooiists  an<l  ciKlcavor 
t(i  diseovcf  whether  Ihey  well-  coiitij^uiMis  with  Aiiieiicji,  Mitiiniltiiig 
('\;ie|  notes  (d'  \\h;de\-ei'  dix-ovei-ics  tliey  sliuuld  iiuikc.  X'itlis  Hcrilig, 
a  ll.iiie.  whip  h;id  shuwii  (■.•i|i;ii'll y  in  tlie  wars  witli  Sweden,  was  ap 
peinted  til  take  rhari;c  of  the  expeditiim.  After  extronio  lianlsliips  in 
crossiiiff  Silieii.-i  liy  kind,  h<'  and  liis  I'ollower.s  reached  l\aniciiatka,  and 
in  hoats  there  k-iiinched  they  saih'd  aloiiir  tlie  eastern  coast  oi'  tlie  penin- 
sula, and  in  ITJS  discoveicd  and  named  St.  Jj.Mwrenee  Island.  They 
passed  tlnou^di  Bering  Strait  and  pirn\cd  th.il  .\nierir;i  nnd  .\sia  wr-re 
separate  countries. 

The  disrinery  id'  .\l;iska  liy  an  ad\entnier  named  fivosrlef,  in  IT.'Il, 
slinnik'ited  tn  fiirlher  e\ph>rat  inns,  ;i[id  in  17;i."..  I'.erinj^j,  undei*  the 
jiat  ronai;!'  id'  tlie  I'anpicss  .\nna  Ivainivna,  the  niece  of  Peter  the  Great, 
was  onee  mnre  i-ommissiimed  tn  take  eliarge  of  an  expedition  from 
Kamchatka.  Tliei-e  were  lony-  and  annoying  delays,  but  at  last,  in 
S('|)temliei-,  1740.  IVring.  in  tin'  ship  "  St.  Peter,"  accompanied  by 
tiie  "St.  Paul  "  under  conunaml  of  Lieutenant  C'iiirikof  who  had  been 
with  him  in  the  first  voyage,  set  sail.  They  were  soon  beset  by  winter, 
and  established  themselves  at  Avatcha,  where  they  built  a  few  houses 
and  a  church,  naniini;-  the  settlement  ai'tei-  the  two  ships,  Petropavlovsk. 
Karly  in  the  followiug  dune,  they  once  more  weighed  anchor,  but  on 
the  twentieth  a  gale  separated  the  two  sliips.  Chirikof's  went  to  the 
eastward,  and  on  the  tifteentli  nt'  .Inly  sighted  land,  lie  sent  ten  men 
ashoi'(>,  under  command  of  Abraham  Mikhailo\ich  I  >(Mnentief,  a  young 
nobleman,  who,  having  been  disapixiinted  in  love,  had  volunteered 
for  this  dangerous  service.  After  they  liad  l)een  absent  for  five  days, 
another  boat  was  despatched  with  six  men  to  look  for  the  first  party. 
Those  left  on  the  ship  soon  observed  a  black  smoke  rising  above  the 
]ioint  of  land  behind  which  the  boats  li.ad  disembarked. 

The  next  morning,  the  anxious  company  on  ])oard  were  glad(h'ned 
by  the  sight  of  what  they  thoui;ht  were  the  two  lioats  approaching. 
Theii-  joy  was  tnnieil  to  Imrrnr  wlieii  it  was  seen  that  the  two  boats 
wer(>  lilled  with  savages.  These  turned  about  at  the  sight  of  the  ship, 
and  shouting  "  Agai !  Agai !  "  made  for  the  shore.  A  gale  blew  up,  and 
riiirikof  was  obliged  to  put  out  into  the  open  .sea.  'VMien  the  .storm 
had  subsided,  he  returned  to  his  former  anchorage,  but  had  no  means 
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of  reaching  land.  The  fate  of  the  missing  men  was  never  determined 
hut  it  can  he  easily  surmised.  Chirikof,  crippled  as  he  was,  was  com- 
pelled to  return  to  Kamchatka.  His  men  suffered  terrible  hardships; 
their  provisions  and  water  were  exhausted,  all  on  board  were  ill  with 
scurvy,  and  they  lost  altogether  twenty-one  men. 

Bering,  on  the  sixteenth  of  July,  caught  sight  of  the  magnificent 
snow-clad  mountain  range,  of  which  St.  Elias,  rising  to  a   height  of 
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18,000  feet  above  the  sea,  is  the  crown.  George  Wilhelm  Steller,  a 
German  naturalist,  who  accompanied  the  expedition  and  left  an  excel- 
lent account  of  what  he  saw,  claimed  to  have  discovered  land  on  the 
day  preceding,  hut  his  clnini  was  ridiculed  by  his  companions.  A  land- 
ing was  made  on  what  is  now  known  as  Kayak  Island.  After  delaying 
sevei'al  days,  and  finding  a  number  of  unoccupied  huts  built  of  logs 
and  bark  and  thatched  with  coarse  grasses,  together  with  dried  salmon, 
copper  implements,  and  other  indications  of  former  occupancy,  Bering, 
without  attempting  to  proceed  farther,  turned  about.  On  his  voyage 
back,  he  discovered  and  named  n  number  of  the  Aleutian  Islands,  where 
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tlicy  fniiiKi  riiciidly  ii.ilivcs,  witli  wliniii  tiloy  oxfliangor]  giftH.  Tlio 
ii;iiMc  Alciiti.iii  i-  -iip|)(.>c(|  t(i  hiivi'  Im'I'ii  siiggcstcfl  by  Cape  Alintorsky 
in  Silicii;i,  wliicli,  .•ic-i'oriliiit;-  tn  ri;ili\<'  liailitiDii,  was  coiitiiiiicil  into  a 
cliaiii  (if  i^laiuls  si  icti'liiiii;-  a\\a.\  tnwaiil  llie  east.  The  sliips  were 
l)iirr('tc<i  liy  Icnilii'  Iciiiiicsls.  ami  -n  many  ul'  the  ercw  perislied  nf 
illness  ami  (ii'|iii\  atinns  lliat  the  survivors  had  <lifTi<"iilty  in  navigating 
flicir  sliips  l)ark  to  the  Asiatic  coast.  Tlicrf'  tiicy  had  the  inisfortiino 
to  lie  wrecked  mi  a  sniall  isiatiil.  which  now  hears  the  naine  of  their 
famous  comniaiider.  Here,  on  the  eiiihth  of  I  )eceuil)er,  iu  a  hut  so 
exposed  to  llie  elements  that  it  lianllv  deserved  to  he  called  a  shelter, 
r>eriiin-  die(l  of  scnr\y,  after  suifeiiiii;-  uinilterable  agonies.  Ilis  coin- 
])auioiis,  after  s|ieiidiiii;'  llie  winter  in  holes  diii;-  in  llie  sand  dunes  and 
idofed  willi  can\as,  their  only  food  sea-otters  and  seals,  constnicted 
!i  hoal  from  the  wreck  of  the  "  SI.  i^■tel•,"  and  managed  to  reach  the 
mainland. 

TIk^  re--iill  (d'  the  discoveiies  of  J'erinu-  ami  ('hiiikof  was  tliat  many 
e.xpt'ditions  were  fitted  out  for  fishing  and  liuuting  along  the  American 
coast.  The.se  traders  were  called  "  promui'shleniki,"  the  word  sig- 
nifying traders  or  a<l\ cnliirers.  They  pushed  fartlier  and  farther  east- 
ward. Such  wcie  fanelian  itasof.  who  made  four  consecutive  voyages; 
one  of  ISering's  comi>anions  named  .Xevodcliikof ;  and  Aleksei  Belaief, 
who,  in  174.').  inveigled  fifteen  of  the  gentle  Aleuts  into  a  (piarrel  for 
the  express  puri)ose  of  killing  theui,  maltreating  their  wives,  ami  rob- 
bing them  of  their  furs.  Similar  outrages  were  jierpetrated  by  many 
others  of  tliese  ii-responsible  and  brutal  adventurers.  In  17.jO.  a  pro- 
mui'shleniki uauu'd  Glottof  discovered  the  large  island  of  T'mnak,  and 
sulisequently  skirted  the  extensive  gron)i  of  islands  including  I'na- 
hiska.  On  account  ol'  the  foxes  ahoiimlini;-  lliere.  he  called  this  archi- 
jielago.  the  l''o\  Inlands,  (ilottof  is  reputed  to  have  been  the  first  to 
baptize  the  nali\-es;  he  also  furnished  his  government  with  the  first 
Russian  maji  of  that  regi(Ui.  (ilottof  icached  the  island  of  Kadiak 
in  the  autunni  of  17(i"_\  ami  look  up  his  (piarters  there  for  the  winter. 
The  uativ(>s.  who  had  at  tirst  l)een  very  gentle  and  patient  under  the 
outrageous  demands  of  the  traders,  had  begun  to  rebel.  Thev  attacked 
Glottof 's  settlement,  but  were  repulsed  by  the  Russians;  after  that 
they  kept  aloof  aiul  refused  to  trade.    Later  in  the  winter,  discovering 
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that  the  invaders  were  weakened  by  disease,  thej'  renewed  their  at- 
tacks and  ahnost  exterminated  them.  Glottof  escaped  only  with  the 
greatest  difficulty.  The  same  year,  a  merchant,  Druzhinin,  arrived 
at  FnahT-ska,  with  one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  and  was  attacked  by  the 
natives,  who,  at  a  signal,  arose  and  killed  all  of  his  followers  but  four, 
who  happened  to  be  absent,  and  were  protected  by  a  kindly  Aleut. 
The  treatment  of  the  natives  by  the  adventurers  hardly  corresponded 
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to  the  wishes  of  the  Empress  Catharine  II.,  who,  in  expressing  her 
satisfaction  at  the  reported  subjection  of  the  six  new  Aleutian  Islands 
by  the  Cossack  Vasiutin  and  his  followers,  said  in  her  nkase  to  the 
Governor  of  Siberia :  —  "  You  must  urge  the  promui'shleniki  to  treat 
the  natives  with  kindness,  and  to  avoid  all  oppression  or  ill  treatment 
of  their  new  brethren."  She  also  urged  the  governor  to  glean  all 
possible  information  regarding  the  country.  In  response  to  this  wish, 
llic  .Xdmirally  College'  selected  two  captains,  Ki-cnitsin  and  Lcvaslief, 
who  sailed  from  K'aini'hatka  in  17()S,  and  ntlempted  to  make  exjjloi'a- 
tions  and  gather  scientific  details  alionl  the  land  and  the  people.  But 
they  had  difficulty  with  the  savages,  and,  after  losing  a  third  of  their 
forces  through  scurvy  and  the  arrows  of  their  enemies,  they  returned 
to  Siberia. 
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A(ilA\'(ll-;  liir  till'  licttcr  occmii'd  wlit-ii  tlii'  SilnTijin  niercliant, 
(iiigdi-  lv;iiii>\itcli  Slidikliol",  ri'coiriiiziiif;;  tlint  tlio  unwise  treat- 
iiHMit  of  tlio  iiativos  was  cansini;  a  diininution  of  tlie  fur-prod- 
urts,  I'lii'iiicd  a  paitii('rslii|i  with  two  (itliiT  iiicrcliants.  named  Golikof, 
to  "  sail  I'dt  tiic  Ala-kaii  land  called  AiMrrica  and  fur  kanwii  and  un- 
known island>.  to  cany  on  the  fui-  trade  and  ex])Iorations,  and  to 
establisli  friendly  inteicoui-se  with  tlie  natives." 

Three  galiots,  bearing-  the  extremely  pious  names  of  "  Three  Saints," 
"  Archangel  Micliael."  and  "  Simeon  the  Friend  of  (iod,  and  Anna 
tlie  Prophetess."  were  fitted  out  at  Okhotsk  and  set  sail  in  August. 
178.'>.  Shelikhof  and  his  wifi'.  Xatali,  took  part  in  the  expedition.  As 
usual,  storms  separated  the  vessels,  but.  after  a  year's  separation. 
they  brought  up  together  in  a  harbor  of  the  island  of  ICadiak.  A  native 
was  found  and  treated  so  kindly  by  Shelikhof  that  lu'  attached  himself 
to  tlie  ship,  and  se\ cral  times  did  great  service  in  warning  the  Russians 
of  hostile  attacks.    A  large  body  of  natives  threatened  to  exteniiinate 
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the  Russians  unless  they  immediately  evacuated  the  island.  Slielikhof 
tried  to  treat  \Yith  them  but  his  words  had  no  ettect,  and  a  few  nights 
later  the  natives  made  a  desperate  attack  on  the  Russians,  who  were 
prepared  for  them,  however,  and,  after  a  pitched  battle,  caused  them 
to  retreat.  Shelikhof  made  up  his  mind  that  he  must  exterminate 
them  before  they  secured  reinforcements,  and,  with  a  picked  band,  sup- 
ported by  two-pounder  cannon,  stormed  their  stronghold,  which  the 
natives  supposed  was  impregnable.  It  was  a  desperate  battle,  but 
Shelikhof 's  superior  skill  won  the  victory.  Many  were  either  killed 
or  drowned  by  leaping  over  the  precipice  into  the  sea.  Those  that 
surrendered  were  converted  into  hunters  for  the  Companj%  and  their 
future  good  behavior  secured  by  keeping  twenty  children  of  the  most 
prominent  as  hostages. 

All  fear  of  further  attack  being  thus  removed,  Shelikhof  proceeded 
to  organize  his  trading  and  exploring  enterprises.  In  some  of  these 
he  met  with  a  fair  measure  of  success ;  in  others,  he  found  the  natives 
hostile  or  suspicious.  One  small  party  established  friendly  relations 
with  the  native  chief  of  Shuiak,  the  northernmost  island  of  the  Kadiak 
Archipelago.  This  chief  proved  treacherous ;  he  retained  the  trading- 
goods  furnished  him  by  Shelikhof,  and  also  made  an  alliance  with  the 
Kenaitze  Indians  of  Cook's  Inlet.  Shelikhof  was  obliged  to  administer 
a  severe  castigation  to  these  natives,  but  he  carried  out  his  plans.  An- 
other of  his  subordinate  expeditions  went  to  the  Gulf  of  Chugaeh  (now 
known  as  Prince  William  Sound)  and  the  Copper  River  region,  but 
the  natives  there  were  found  to  be  averse  to  trading  with  the  Russians. 
Not  much  more  was  done  than  to  erect  crosses  and  other  insignia  to 
warn  explorers  of  other  nations  that  the  country  had  been  taken  under 
the  Russian  possession.  In  many  places  these  notifications  were  es- 
tablished where  Spanish  and  English  explorers  had  already  erected 
similar  warnings. 

While  Shelikhof  was  carrying  on  his  active  explorations,  and  also, 
with  the  aid  of  his  wife,  was  making  great  strides  in  converting  the 
natives  to  Christianity,  his  partner  Golikof  had  been  making  a  visit 
to  his  native  town  of  Kursk.  The  Empress  happened  to  pass  through 
the  town,  and  Golikof  secured  an  audience  with  her.  He  showed  the 
charts  and  plans  that  Shelikhof  had  made.    She  was  greatly  interested 
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in  ;ill  tliiil  sill'  hc.iiil,  ;iihI  I'viircsscd  ;i  dcsiic  to  <cc'  SliC'likliof  |>risi)ti;illy 
wlicru'vcr  lie  slmiihl  ]»•  in  I'l'lcrsljiirg. 

Siidiklidl',  li,i\  inix  csLililislicd  his  litllo  colony  Jirnl  iiruviildl  fov  fur- 
llicr  ('Xpliir;iti(iiis,  piucccdcil  In  ( )kliotsl<,  wlici'c  lie  hiiil  hcfiin-  (lie  (iov- 
enior  ^'akoliy  ;i  ili't.-iilcd  h'ihuI  nf  lii-  discoverios,  claiiirmK  that  lio 
li!id  ;idd('(|  lil'tv  lhnii>;iiid  new  subject.s  In  \\\r  I'',iii|Mi<\  and  asking  for 
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instructions  as  to  his  future  course.  Yakoby  was  greatly  inipre.s.se(J 
by  these  claims,  and  sent  despatches  to  the  Empress.  In  consequence 
of  what  she  had  lieard,  two  expeditions  were  ordered  to  be  fitted  out 
for  further  explorations  in  these  far  distant  regions.  One  was  pre- 
vented by  the  wai-  Ix^tween  Kussia  and  Sweden;  the  second  was  put 
under  the  eoniinniid  of  an  Englishman  by  the  name  of  Billings,  who 
was  instructed  to  ]iay  especial  attention  to  the  American  coast.  This 
expedition  did  not  sail  until  1700. 

Yakoby,  in  his  letters,  declared  that  he  deemed  it  sufficient  to  secure 
Kussia  in  her  now  possessions,  to  place  in  ]iosition  thirty  large  copper- 
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plates  ^itli  the  Russian  coat  of  arms,  and  a  quantity-  of  wooden  crosses, 
that  should  bear  inscriptions  claiming  the  land.  He  had  suggestions 
to  make  regarding  the  tribute  to  be  paid  liy  the  natives,  and  he  craftily 
urged  that  as  long  as  irresponsible  traders  wandered  at  will  over  the 
country,  and  were  allowed  to  treat  the  natives  as  they  pleased,  there 
would  be  great  irregularities;  whereas,  Shelikhof  had  carried  on  his 
enterprises  with  humane  and  patriotic  principles,  and  had  always  pro- 
claimed that  all  he  did  was  "  in  the  name  and  for  the  glory  of  her 
Majesty,  the  Empress."  He,  therefore,  urged  the  Empress  to  grant 
the  Company  represented  by  Shelikhof  and  liis  partners  a  monopoly, 
so  that  "  the  interests  of  the  Crown  and  of  the  new  subjects  would 
always  be  duly  considered,  while  the  lawless  hordes  of  Siberian  pro- 
nmi'shleniki  and  convicts  would  be  driven  from  the  country."  He 
was  not  particular  to  state  that  he  was  among  those  who  wei'e  furnish- 
ing the  additional  capital  needed  by  Shelikhof. 

The  Department  of  Commerce,  at  the  command  of  the  Empress,  took 
into  consideration  the  recommendations  of  the  Governor  of  Siberia  and 
the  petition  of  Shelikhof  and  his  partner,  and  after  declaring  that 
"  the  prosecution  of  Shelikhof 's  enterprise  was  of  the  highest  imi^or- 
tance  to  Russia  on  account  of  the  interruption  of  the  trade  with  China, 
whereby  great  loss  was  caused  to  all  Siberia  and  a  pernicious  influence 
exerted  on  Russian  commerce,"  suggested  that  the  firm  in  question 
should  be  granted  the  sum  of  two  hundred  thousand  rubles  for  twenty 
years,  without  interest,  and  exempt  from  taxation.  Two  hundred 
thousand  rubles  was  not  a  very  great  sum,  and  it  was  probably  granted. 
The  Empress  was  jileased  to  confer  upon  the  two  merchants  a  sword. 
and  a  gold  medal  to  be  worn  around  the  neck,  with  her  portrait  on 
one  side,  and  a  legend  on  the  other  stating  that  it  was  conferred  upon 
them  in  consideration  of  their  services  in  the  discovery  and  settlement 
of  unknown  countries  and  the  establishment  of  commercial  intercourse 
with  native  tribes. 

Shelikhof,  on  his  return  to  Irkutsk,  immediately  organized  further 
exploring  expeditions.  One  went  to  the  Kuril  Islands,  and  another 
to  the  Aleutian  Islands,  with  instructions  to  effect  a  settlement  as  far 
south  on  the  mainland  as  possible.  In  1788,  he  sent  his  ship  "  Three 
Saints,"  under  two  experienced  navigators,  to  the  Gulf  of  Chugach, 
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wlicrc  IIh'v  IiiiiihIiI  ;i  <|ii;iiitily  nf  >c;i  (itlcr  skins  in  cxcliangc  for  m  few 
ticcdlo  ,'iiii|  lii';ii|-.  Ihc  |ii(ilil.  III  roiirsi',  liciii;;-  i-niiiriioiis.  'I'hcy  also 
iiicri'iiscd  their'  hiliiiciirc  hy  cIci'Diatinn  tin'  m-i^lihoriiij?  cIul'J's  with 
o<)|i|ici-  ,111(1  liiuiizc  iiM'il.il-,  lull  it  is  s;iiil  tiiiit  tin'ir  ;iltcmpt  to  set  up 
tlie  c'()|i|)cr  t;ililrts,  asstM'tiii;;'  their-  rlainr  In  tin-  larnl.  pi-ovc^d  ahortivc, 
as  tli(^  natives  irrimcdiately  pilt'er'cd  the  metal. 
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At  Bering  Bay,  now  called  Yakutat,  the  head  chief  was  presented 
with  a  portrait  of  tlio  (Iraiid  I>nke  Paul  Petrovitcli,  but  the  natives 
stated,  a  yoai'  later-,  that  a>  Miuri  a>  tlie  "  Three  Saints  "  set  sail,  they 
burnt  the  grand  duke's  pictur-e  with  great  rejoicings. 

In  17Sfi,  a  determined  fur  hunter,  named  Gerasim  Pribilof,  made 
the  important  discdver  y  df  the  siunmer  resort  of  the  otary  or  fur-seal, 
located  on  a  group  of  small  islands  about  two  hundred  miles  from  the 
Alaskan  iiiainlami  and  ei|iii(listaiil  fr-orii  I'nalaska  and  Saint  .Matthew 
Island.  Millions  of  these  strange  and  interesting  animals  would  "  haul 
out  "  on  their  rookeries  on  the  two  princijial  islands.  Saint  George  and 
Saint  Paul.  The  story  told  by  Pribilof  and  his  companions  soon  came 
to  the  ears  of  Shelikhof  and  made  him  still  more  desirous  of  securing 
a  monopoly.    There  was  only  (mip  important  rival  whom  he  had  t^  Tear, 
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the  other  smaller  companies  having  failed  through  the  protection  ac- 
corded to  Shelikhof  by  the  Government.  The  Lebedef -Lastoehkin  Com- 
pany had  stations  on  both  the  islands  and  the  uiainhmd,  and  they  em- 
ployed able  navigators.  Indeed,  Pribilof  was  in  their  employ  wlien 
he  made  his  great  discovery.  Shelikhof,  however,  had  bought  up  a 
good  many  shares  in  the  rival  company,  and  Lebedef  was  also  a  silent 
partner  with  Shelikhof.  In  spite  of  this  mutual  copartnership,  actual 
hostilities  were  constantly  breaking  out  between  the  men  employed  by 
these  friendly  rivals.  It  took  the  proportions  of  a  civil  war,  and  had 
a  terrible  effect  on  the  natives,  who  often  exterminated  the  weaker 
faction. 

Shelikhof  was  shrewd  enough  to  realize  that  the  only  hope  for  his 
Company  was  to  put  its  Alaskan  affairs  under  the  control  of  a  mas- 
terful spirit,  and  such  he  was  fortunate  enough  to  find  in  Aleksandr 
Andreyevitch  Baranof,  a  merchant  of  Kargopol,  who  had  attracted 
attention  by  his  immense  energy  and  success  in  managing  his  own 
affairs.  He  was  a  man  of  small  stature  but  iron  will,  with  extraordi- 
nary powers  of  endurance  and  capacity  in  the  control  of  his  subordi- 
nates. Baranof,  at  first,  preferring  his  independence,  refused  Shel- 
ikhof's  offers,  but  after  meeting  with  experiences  similar  to  those 
ascribed  to  the  Merchant  of  Venice,  in  having  his  caravans  destroyed 
and  his  argosies  plundered,  though  in  his  case  by  savage  Chukchi,  he 
came  to  terms  with  Shelikhof  on  the  18th  of  August,  1790,  and  set  sail 
for  Kadiak.  He  was  furnished  with  detailed  instructions  regarding 
his  dealing  with  the  traders  of  other  nations. 

The  Russian  Government  had  ordered  the  Shelikhof  Company  to 
prevent  the  seizure  by  foreign  powers  of  any  of  the  territory  occu- 
pied by  the  Russian  traders,  or  the  lands  and  islands  tliat  miglit  be 
acquired  by  them  in  the  Pacific  Ocean.  Captain  James  Cook  had  made 
his  celebrated  voyage  along  the  North  American  coast  as  far  north  as 
Icy  Cape  in  Bering  Strait,  and  had,  in  1778,  taken  possession  of  various 
points  on  the  inlet  which  now  bears  his  name.  He  had  spent  some 
days  on  [Jnalaska.  Other  English  explorers  had  followed  in  his  wake 
and  carried  on  their  trading  expeditions  even  to  Kadiak.  English 
traders  had  settled  at  Nutka  on  Vancouver  Island,  and  were  alert  to 
take  advantage  of  their  position.    The  French  explorer,  Comte  de  la 


ALASKA. 


1J'.»5 


P('roiisc,  Ii.hI.  ill  17^.").  iiiiuli-  liis  cclclir.itfil  vdvjifjfo  to  tlu;  iiorlliwost 
cn.isl,  iciuiiiiinn  Liliiyii  l»:iy,-  I'oii  dcs  l''i;uicjiis,  —  mikI  giving;'  his 
ii.iiiic  to  tlic  str.-iit  wliicli  lie  sjiilcd  tliroiigli  at  sucli  peril.  Tlie  Span- 
iar<ls  .ilso  Ii.'hI  mi.uIi'  iii.iiiy  gcograpliifal  di.scoverics  and  givoii  names 
to  \;ii-i(Mis  pDiiils  iiihI  i>l;iiMU.  r.;i i'.'iihiI'  was  ordered  tn  reiiiov(;  ami 
destroy  evory  vestige  of  these  foreign  claims,  and  to  drive  tlie  English 
away  from  Xutk.i,  if  possiiile. 

His  first  task  \\a-  llie  setllemeiil  id"  (lie  ditTleulties  with  the  two  Rus- 
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sian  traders;  Kolomin,  a  cruel  Siberian,  who  was  treating  the  natives 
atrociously,  and  Captain  KonovaUd".  in  the  emplov  of  tlie  Lebedef- 
Tjastochkin  (.'oiiiiiany ;  who  wore  at  war  with  each  other  on  Cook's 
Inlet.  He  seized  them  both,  flogged  tliem  witli  the  knout,  put  them  in 
irons,  and  sent  them  to  Siberia  for  trial;  their  followers  he  scattered 
al)iiut  at  the  various  posts,  where  they  could  not  communicate  with 
one  another. 

He  soon  discovered  tliat  the  site  selected  by  Shellkhof  on  Kadiak 
Island  was  ill  adapted  for  the  larger  operations  which  he  had  in  view. 
and  he  moved  his  lieadunarters  to  the  harbor  of  St.  Paul,  where  there 
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was  ample  anchorage  for  vessels,  and  plenty  of  timber  for  building 
purposes.  This  having  been  accomplished,  Baranof  despatched  Cap- 
tain Bokharof,  a  trustworthy  and  skilful  navigator,  to  make  further 
explorations.  Bokharof  followed  the  coast  of  the  mainland  to  the 
north,  and  discovered  the  portage  route,  which  gives  the  quickest  and 
safest  means  of  communication  between  the  Strait  of  Shelikhof  and 
Bering  Sea.  He  returned  to  St.  Paul  Havboi',  his  skin-covered  boat 
hea^y-laden  with  furs,  walrus-ivory,  and  deerskins.  He  had  won  the 
good-will  of  many  native  tribes  and  their  chiefs,  who  expressed  their 
willingness  to  trade  with  the  Russians. 

In  the  spring  of  1793,  Baranof  set  out  with  thirty  men  in  two  large 
skin  boats,  and  after  rounding  Kenai  Peninsula,  entered  the  waters  of 
Prince  William  Sound,  where  he  also  formed  friendly  compacts  with 
the  natives.  At  Nuchek  Harbor  he  was  surjirised  by  a  large  force  of 
Thlinkit  Indians,  oi',  as  the  Russians  called  them,  Koloshi,  who  almost 
accomplished  their  purpose  of  massacring  the  whole  command.  Bn- 
ranof's  skill  as  a  commander  and  the  Russians'  superiority  in  ai'ms 
prevailed.  The  enemy  retired  taking  their  wounded  and  leaving 
twelve  dead  on  the  field.  Two  of  the  Russians  and  nine  Aleuts  were 
killed  and  almost  a  score  were  wounded.  Baranof  described  the  en- 
counter with  the  simplicity  of  the  hero:  —  "  God  preserved  me,  though 
my  shirt  was  pierced  by  several  spears,  and  the  arrows  fell  thick,  with- 
out doing  much  damage.  I  was  awakened  from  a  sound  sleep  and  had 
no  time  to  dress,  but  as  soon  as  I  had  emerged  from  my  teut  I  knew 
that  we  should  be  able  to  beat  them." 

Baranof  built  the  first  vessel  to  be  launched  in  the  waters  of  the 
northwest.  Shelikhof,  in  the  autumn  of  1791,  sent  to  Kadiak  the  ship 
"  Northern  Eagle  "  laden  with  iron,  cordage,  canvas,  and  other  ship- 
biiilding  material.  He  jmt  it  under  the  charge  of  an  English  ship- 
wright, named  Shields,  whose  services  he  engaged.  Baranof  selected 
Voskresensky,  or  Resurrection  Bay,  on  the  coast  of  Prince  William 
Sound,  lor  his  shipyard,  and  thei-e  in  the  summer  of  1794  was  launched 
the  two-decked  three-master,  the  "  Feniks  "  or  "  Ph(T>nix,"  of  one 
hundred  and  eighty  tons  capacity.  She  was  seventy-three  feet  long 
and  twenty-three  feet  beam.  Yellow  .s;pruce  of  fine  quality  abounded 
on  Kadiak,  but  as  paint  and  tar  were  lacking,  the  "  Phoenix  "   w'as 
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stiic.'iiol  witli  a  (..'uuliiig  1)1'  sjiiiifc  inuiii,  oelire,  and  wlialc  oil.  'J"\vo 
other  Miiall  vessels  were  also  Itiiilt  ami  lailliclieii  —  the  "  Dolpliill  " 
and  tho  "  Di^'a."  The  "  rho-iiix,"  on  its  way  to  I\;i«lial<,  eaiiif  to  ^rief 
ill  a  stniiii.  and  had  In  \u'  tnwecj  inlo  the  hailxu';  hilt  she  was  ropaired 
and  i-elillcd,  and  made  a  ineiiinraiile  voyage  to  the  Siberian  coast,  where 
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she  was  roceiveil  witli  a  religious  celebration  worthy  of  the  pious  Shel- 
ikhof. 

The  same  year,  the  famous  Kn,a:lish  exi)lorer.  Captain  George  Van- 
couver, appeared  in  tlmse  far  northern  waters.  Baranof.  following 
instructions,  kept  ahmf  tidm  luni.  Tlu'  l\ussian  Government,  above 
all  tilings,  desired  to  hide  its  jilaiis  from  ini|uisitive  eyes.  Baranof 
also  was  afraid  lest  his  ship-builder,  Shields,  might  be  induced  to  rejoin 
his  fellow-countrvmen. 


CHAPTER    IV. 


THE    FOUNDING    OF    SITKA. 


BARAXOF  was  still  engaged  in  extending  the  enterprises  of  the 
Company.  In  the  year  of  the  charter,  he  embarked  on  the  brig 
"  Catharine,"  and  convoyed  by  a  fleet  of  Innuit  bidarkas,  sailed 
to  the  region  of  Sitka,  which  had  already  been  explored  by  Captain 
Shields.  Sitka,  which  is  situated  about  a  hundred  miles  south  of 
the  latitude  of  Petersburg,  seemed  to  him  a  suitable  place  for  a  per- 
manent settlement,  because  lliitlior  cauie  many  ships  with  which  he 
could  trade  and  thereby  secure  supplies.  About  six  miles  from  the 
present  town  of  Sitka,  he  began  to  build  a  fortified  trading-post,  with 
log-houses  ail  surrounded  by  a  high  stockade.  While  his  men  were 
busy  with  this  work,  a  number  of  American  trading-ships  came  into 
port,  and,  under  Baninof 's  very  eyes,  began  to  swap  firearms  with  the 
natives  in  exchange  for  sea-otter  skins.  They  paid  no  heed  to  Bara- 
nof's  protests,  and  he  was  obliged  to  content  liiniself  witli  foi'wnrding 
despatches  to  the  administrative  council  of  the  Coiii[)any,  asking  the 
Government  to  put  a  stop  to  such  outrages. 

As  soon  as  the  American  vessels  had  sailed,  Baranof  returned  to 
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Kinliak,  wlicii'  lie  Iniiinl  ;irr;iii'>  in  .'i  st;il<'  n\'  ilciiinializjilioii :  rlispiitcs 
li.'iil  .iiisrii  lii'tuccii  tl lliccis  ((!'  III!'  ( 'ipiii|i;iiiy  iiiiil  tli<"  clcrpfv ;  dis- 
cipline li;i<l  liccn  lliiiniii",'lily  i'fl;ixci|,  ;iiiil  ;i  piiity  of  (he  riii^lfjiilorH 
were  cii^ii.ntMl  in  lillihi;  mil  (inc  nf  Ihc  ( 'i>ni|i;iny 's  vgssoIh  I'oi'  ;in  in<lc 
licmlcnl  cruise.  I>;ir;iiint'  ininieili;itely  restoi'ed  nnler  I'roMi  cluius,  piin- 
isliiiig  tlie  eliiel'  culprits  severely.  A  scuumlrcl  ujinied  L.uinnof  trii-d 
to  assassinate  Haninof,  wlio,  however,  was  too  (|uicic  for  iiini:  lie  scizt'cl 
tlu"  ni.-m's  liand,  todk  away  liis  weapf)ii,  and  strangled  liini  to  deatli. 

During-  llaranuf's  aiisence  I'roni  Sitka,  a  trafj:ic  event  helVll.  Al- 
tliou.irli  (lie  site  tor  the  sf roiifjjiold  had  heen  ac(|iiir(!d  by  barter  from 
Ihc  chief  (if  Ihc  sa\a,L;('  Kdlnshi,  who  dwell  in  that  rcf^ion,  and  although 
they  pretended  to  lie  friendly,  iliry  li;irliiirc(I  iiostile  feelings  against  tlie 
settlei's,  and  were  cm  the  lookinit  l"iir  an  oiipnrtnnity  to  exterminate 
them.  ( )nc  June  lidliday,  when  it  was  known  that  a  large  part  of  the 
i;ariison  were  out  hunting  and  fishing,  a  band  of  several  tliou.sand  anned 
Koloshi,  assisted  by  allied  tribes  of  TIdinkits,  made  a  simultaneous 
assault  on  the  garrison.  Tlie  conunamh'r,  Vasfli  Medviednikof,  and 
tlic  rest  of  the  inmates  were  slain  at  once;  more  tiian  three  thousand 
sea-otter  skins  and  other  property  of  the  Company  were  taken  from 
tlie  warehouse  and  canied  to  the  canoes  wiiich  liad  hroiight  a  large 
number  of  the  savages;  tlie  other  houses  were  also  looted  and  then 
set  on  fire.  Throe  Russians  and  live  Aleuts  managed  to  escape.  One 
of  the  survivors,  who  liappeiied  at  the  time  to  be  out  watching  the  cattle, 
afteiwar<!s  described  the  massacre.  Haviiig  secured  his  gun,  and  bid- 
den a  girl  t'inployed  in  the  yard  to  flee  for  her  life,  he  jvent  and  hid 
in  the  thick  underbrush,  thougli  not  without  an  encounter  with  four 
Koloshi,  who  wrested  liis  gun  from  him  but  did  not  kill  him.  From 
the  edge  of  tlie  woods,  he  could  see  the  savages  swarming  over  the 
barracks  and  carrying  olT  tlicii'  loot.  lie  witnessed  the  rapid  spread 
(d'  the  fire  that  destroyed  all  the  buildings. 

He  says :  —  "I  threw  my.self  down  among  the  undcrlnush  on  the  edge 
of  the  forest,  covering  my.self  with  pieces  of  bark.  From  there  I  saw 
Xakvassin  drop  from  the  upper  balcony  and  run  toward  the  forest; 
but  wlien  nearly  across  the  open  space  he  fell  to  the  ground,  and  four 
warriors  rushed  iiji  and  carried  him  back  to  the  barracks  on  the  points 
of  their  lances  and  cut  otV  his  head.    Kabi'mof  was  dragged  from  the 
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barracks  into  the  street,  where  the  Koloshi  pierced  him  with  their 
hmees;  but  how  the  otlier  Russians  who  were  there  came  to  their  end, 
I  do  not  know.  The  slaughter  and  burning  was  continued  by  the  sav- 
ages until  evening,  but  finally  I  stole  out  among  the  ruins  and  ashes, 
and  in  my  wanderings  came  across  some  of  our  cows,  and  saw  that 
even  the  poor  dumb  animals  had  not  escaped  the  bloodthirsty  fiends,- 
but  had  spears  stuck  in  their  sides.    Exercising  all  my  strength,  I  was 
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barelj'  able  to  pull  out  some  of  the  spears,  when  I  was  observed  by  two 
Koloshi  and  compelled  to  leave  the  cows  to  their  fate,  and  hide  again 
in  the  woods. 

"  I  passed  the  night  not  far  from  the  ruins  of  the  fort.  In  the  morn- 
ing I  heard  the  report  of  a  cannon,  and  looked  out  of  the  brush  but 
could  see  no  one,  and  not  wishing  to  expose  myself  again  to  further 
danger,  went  higher  up  into  the  mountain  through  the  forest.  While 
advancing  cautiously  through  the  woods,  I  met  two  other  persons  who 
were  in  the  same  plight  as  myself  —  a  girl  from  the  Chiniatz  village, 
Kodiak,  with  an  infant  at  her  breasl,  and  a  uum  from  the  Kiliuda 
village,  who  had  been  left  behind  by  the  hunting  i)nrty  on  account  of 
sickness.  I  took  them  both  with  me  to  the  mountain,  but  each  night  T 
went  with  my  companions  to  the  ruins  of  the  fort  and  bewailed  the 
fate  of  the  slain.    In  this  miserable  condititm  we  remained  for  a  week. 


ALA.SlvA.  ICOl 

with  imlliiiin-  t(i  ('III  fiiiil  imihirif;;  Imt  uatiT  to  ilriiik.  Aljuul  iiuuii  oi 
lliu  last  li.iv,  we  hraiil  iVcnii  llic  iiKiiiiitaiii  two  caiiiion-.sliot.s,  which 
raised  some  lii»|ics  in  inr,  ami  I  liailc  my  (•ninpanioiis  to  follow  inc  at 
a  little  <listancc.  ami  llicii  went  ilnwn  towan!  tlir  river,  tiinniKli  the 
woods,  to  liidc  niy-i'ir  iirar  tli(!  sliori',  ami  sec  whether  tiiere  was  a  ship 
ill  the  hay." 

'i'his  |)i(i\ed  to  he  all  lOiiglisli  vessel  under  the  coniinand  of  Captain 
Barher,  who  licard  tlie  man's  slionts  and  sent  a  boat  to  take  him  aboard. 
His  shouts  were  heard  also  hy  half  a  dozen  of  tlie  Koloshi,  who  almost 
captured  liiiii.  When  taken  on  iinai-d  tlie  vessel,  lie  told  the  story  of 
the  massacre;  and  a  boat  witli  a  load  of  armed  men  was  sent  to  rescue 
the  otlier  survivors.  They  reconnoitred  the  ruins  of  the  fort  and 
liuried  the  dead,  all  of  wlioiii  they  found  beheaded,  with  one  exception. 

The  captain  in\cii;le(!  the  "  toyou."  or  native  chief,  ^[ikliail,  and 
his  nephew  on  board,  lie  feasted  llieiii  iiiiti!  they  became  intoxicated, 
and  then  ordered  lliem  |iiil  in  irons,  keeping;  them  confined  until  they 
agreed  to  return  all  the  prisoners  taken.  The.se  ineludefl  eighteen 
women,  who  Iiad  been  seized  as  they  were  washing  clothes  at  the  river. 
The  ransom  also  inehided  a  jiayment  of  two  thousand  sea-otter  .skins. 
Having  succeeded  in  this  "  coup  de  main,"  Captain  Barber  set  sail 
for  K'adiak.  wlieie  he  demanded  of  Baranof  a  sum  of  fifty  thousand 
rubles  for  his  services  in  rescuing  tiie  men  and  women.  Baranof  re- 
fused to  accede  to  these  exorbitant  terms,  and  finally  settled  with  -a 
load  of  furs  valued  at  a  fifth  of  that  amount. 

This  disaster  at  Sitka  was  followed  by  many  others,  fulfilling  the 
old  proverb  that  misfortunes  never  come  singly.  One  hundred  and 
eighty  Aleut  hunters  were  surprised  and  massacred,  in  the  same  vicin- 
ity. Another  party  of  al)out  one  hundred  ))erished  liy  eating  poisonous 
mussels;  this  tragedy  giving  the  name  of  "  Pagubleniye  Prolif,"  or 
"Destruction  Strait"  —  sometimes  miscalled  "Peril  Strait"  —  to 
the  body  of  water  between  Baranof  and  Chi'chagof  Islands,  where  the 
disaster  occurred.  Three  sliijis  loaded  with  provisions  and  stores  were 
wreckcf]  on  their  way  to  Ka-liak.  and  the  employees  of  the  Company 
were  saved  from  starvation  only  l)y  the  arrival  of  a  vessel  from  Xew 
York,  the  cai-go  of  which  consisted  chiefly  of  provisions.  Baranof  was 
glad  to  purchase  them  for  twelve  thousand  rubles. 
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A  liimting-part}'  of  three  hundred  boats,  under  command  of  his  sub- 
ordinate, Kuskof,  reported  engagements  with  considerable  bodies  of 
warUke  natives,  but  he  had  routed  them  with  large  losses.  Kuskof,  as 
soon  as  he  heard  of  the  Sitka  massacre,  was  eager  to  go  and  punish 
the  Koloshi,  but  Baranof  did  not  think  his  circumstances  at  the  time 
justified  such  an  expedition.    Meantime,  despatches  brought  from  the 
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wrecked  ships  informed  him  of  the  accession  of  Alexander  I.  The 
commandant  at  Okhot.sk  ordered  him  to  assemble  all  the  inhabitants 
of  Kadiak  and  the  surrounding  countries,  and  require  from  tliem  tlie 
oatli  of  allegiance.  Baranof,  unwilling  that  the  crippled  condition  of 
his  forces  should  be  detected,  ignored  the  command.  This  disobedience 
was  reported  to  Irkutsk  by  a  subordinate  named  Talin,  who  liad  been 
dismissed  from  the  navy  for  bad  conduct.  AVhen  the  report  was  brought 
to  the  notice  of  the  Senate  at  Petersburg,  it  was  decided  that  Baranof 
was  not  subject  to  orders  from  the  local  commander  at  Okhotsk.  Talin 
was  dismissed  from  the  service,  but  dui-ijig  the  two  yeai's  that  it  took 
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to  caiTV  tlic  iiiriiiiiiatinn  Id  Al;isl<ii,  'I'aliii  was  ahic  to  <Im  inin'li  iiiiscliicr 
and  cause  ;^rc.it  aiiiin\  anrc. 

['(•fin'c  the  coiisnli.l.irKiii  (if  tlic  tiadiii;;  coiiipaiiics,  pcniiissioii  had 
liciii  icriiscd  ii'^iilar  naval  nnicor.s.  on  Icavo  f)f  ahscnfc,  to  roininanfl 
Slii'likliiir's  sliips;  cDiixMiiiciitlv ,  tin-  ( 'niii|)aii>'  had  hct-n  oblif^fd  lo  de- 
]H't\i\  (in  any  chanrc  na\  i,i;atnr  or  "  nmrckhodots  "  tliat  offered  his  serv- 
ices. Many  of  thcni  were  ntlcrl>-  inrompclcnl.  I\an  I'ti-rof,  coniinont- 
iiii;-  on  this  state  id'  tilings,  says:  —  "  This  tith'  was  applied  to  anyhorly 
who  had  ina(h'  a  sea  \iiyage,  no  matter  in  what  capacits';  hnt  they  were 
generally  luuiters  or  trappers  from  Siberia,  who  had  some  slight  e.xperi- 
ence  in  flat-boat  navigation  on  tlie  rivei-s.  They  were  entirely  ignorant 
of  nautical  science  and  nnaci|iiainled  witii  tiie  use  of  instruments,  rely- 
ing altogether  upon  landmarks  to  make  their  way  from  Asia  to 
America. 

"  The  iiinst  extraordiiiaiy  instances  of  stupidity  in  managing  their 
vessels  are  related  of  some  of  the.se  so-called  navigators.  Once  out 
of  sight  iif  land  thoy  were  lost,  and  compelled  to  trust  to  chance  in 
liitting  upon  the  right  direction  to  make  the  land  again.  Tt  was  the 
practice  to  coast  along  the  Kamchatka  shore  until  nearly  opposite  the 
Connnander  Islands,  and  to  wait  for  some  clear  day  when  the  latter 
could  be  sighted;  then  the  crossing  was  made;  and,  satisfied  with  such 
a  brilliant  result,  the  skijiper  would  beach  liis  craft  for  the  remainder 
of  the  season,  and  pass  the  winter  in  killing  fur-seals  and  sea-cows, 
and  salting  down  the  meat  I'oi'  his  I'urfher  voyage. 

"  Late  in  the  follnwing  spring,  rarely  before  the  month  of  June, 
the  vessel  was  launched  again  and  headed,  at  a  venture,  to  the  nearest 
islands  of  the  Aleutian  chain.  Tf  the  captain  succeeded  in  finding  the 
land,  he  would  proceed  along  the  chain  of  islands,  keeping  a  short  dis- 
tance to  the  northward,  careful  never  to  lose  sight  of  the  mountain 
peaks.  As  the  trappei-  captain,  with  his  crow  of  landsmen,  knew  noth- 
ing of  keeping  his  craft  up  to  the  wind,  no  progress  was  maile  unless 
the  wind  was  absolutely  iavorable,  and  thus  another  season  would  pass 
before  Atka  or  I'nalaska  Island  was  reached,  where  the  craft  was 
hauled  up  again  for  the  wintei-.  A  term  of  seven  years  was  frequently 
consumed  in  making  the  round  triji  to  the  American  coast  and  back 
again  to  Kamchatka  or  Okhotsk,  a  voyage  that  at  the  present  time  a 
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schooner  can  accomplish  in  about  three  weeks.  At  least  seventy-five 
per  cent,  of  all  the  vessels  that  sailed  upon  these  voyages,  from  the 
discovery  of  the  American  coast  to  the  beginning  of  this  century,  suf- 
fered wreck,  and  every  one  of  these  disasters  could  be  traced  to  the 
ignorance  both  of  captains  and  sailors." 

Beginning  with  1801,  capable  officers  were  permitted  to  enlist  in  the 
service  of  the  Company,  and  a  vast  improvement  was  initiated.    The 
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first  of  these  officers  were  Lieutenants  Txhvostof  and  "Davidof.  They 
navigated  an  old,  leaky  vessel,  with  a  crew  of  landlubbers,  from 
Okhotsk  to  Kadiak  in  two  months.  The  following  year,  the  Company 
obtained  permission  to  forward  supply  ships  direct  from  Petersburg 
to  the  colonies.  Two  ships,  of  not  far  from  five  hundred  tons  capacity, 
were  purchased  in  London,  and,  uiulcr  the  names  of  the  "  Nieva  " 
and  "  Nadyezhda"  (Hope),  couiinanded  respectively  by  Captain  Lis- 
yansky  and  Cai>tain  Count  von  Krusenstern,  set  sail  for  Alaskan 
waters.  The  "  Xiova  "  arrived  at  Kadiak  early  in  July,  1804,  after 
a  voyage  lasting  nearly  a  year.    Learning  that  Ban'mof  was  on  his  way 
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to  Sitl<;i.  witli  till'  <l('si;(n  i>\'  |Miiii>liin^  tln'  ii.ilivcs  lor  tlicir  trciiclicry, 
lu!  rcsoKccI  to  Join  him  llicic  .iml  assist  in  the  ri'\'cii)i^('. 

Bill;! not',  liowcvcr,  Ii.hI  Imtii  ilclaycd  at  Vakiital,  wlicn;  he  |ia<l  to 
fiiiisli  the  ciiiiiiiiiii'Mt  of  two  small  vessels.  When  he  icaf-licij  Sitka, 
with  his  lillh'  I'oirc  (if  forty  liiissiun.s  ami  a  IVw  liinnlrcil  Aleuts,  with 
which  to  ("iigafifc  ill  h.itllc  with  as  iiiaii\'  tlioiisan<l>  of  tin-  wai'like  Ivo- 
loshi,  his  I'ci'liiiLis  may  he  easily  imaj^itiril  whcii  lie  ili>co\i'rci|  Lis- 
yaiisky's  ship  lidiiii;- at  anchor  in  tiie  hoaiitilul  roadstead. 

The  natives  (loni,Hitily  rel'used  his  demand  for  the  restitution  of  the 
fnrs  looted  from  his  warelionsi-,  and  foi'  hostaj^es  I'oi-  future  good  eon- 
duct.  'I'lie  lii-st  attack  of  the  Russians  was  made  a,y:ainst  a  fort  l)uilt 
on  the  wooded  height  which  overlooks  Sitka.  Lisyansky  describes  it 
as  ".an  incuiilar  |iolyi;on,  its  longest  side  facing  the  sea.  It  was  jiro- 
teeted  by  a  lucastwoik  two  lo,ns  in  thickness  and  about  six  feet  high. 
.Vi'oiind  ami  aliove  it,  taiiiilcd  hnishwnnd  was  piled.  (Irape-shot  ilid 
little  damage,  even  at  the  distance  of  a  cable's  length.  There  were 
two  embrasures  for  cannon  in  the  side  facing  the  sea,  and  two  gates 
facing  tlio  forest.  Within  were  fourteen  large  huts,  or,  as  they  were 
called  then  and  are  called  at  the  present  time  hy  the  natives,  '  bani- 
baras.'  Judging  from  the  quantity  of  provisions  and  domestic  im- 
plements found  there,  it  must  have  contained  at  least  eight  hundred 
warriors." 

The  first  attack  made  liy  the  Russians  was  rejiulsed.  Baranof  him- 
self was  wounded,  and  eleven  of  his  men  were  killed;  but  as  the  ships 
covered  his  retreat,  he  managed  to  save  his  cannon.  The  following 
day,  Lisyansky  took  command;  the  ships  approached  the  shore  and 
bombarded  the  hostile  fort.  .\ti  envoy  asking  jieace  arrived.  The 
evacuation  of  the  fort  was  demanded.  It  being  delayed,  bombardment 
was  renewed.  In  the  night,  after  bewailing  their  fate,  and  killing  their 
children  and  dogs,  the  natives  deserted  their  stronghold,  leaving  the 
bodies  of  their  dead. 

The  Koloshi  having  beaten  a  retreat  to  Chatham  Strait,  Baranof 
was  free  to  establish  himself  at  Sitka,  where,  with  LisyansW's  assist- 
ance, he  built  the  great  castle  that  was,  for  so  many  years  to  come, 
to  be  the  seat  of  colossal  revels,  unbridled  luxury,  and'  boundless  hos- 
pitality.    "When  it  was  destroved  bv  fire,  another  still  finer  took  its 
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place;  that  again  was  wrecked  by  an  earthquake,  and  also  destro\-ed 
by  fire.  Around  the  castle  a  village  grouped  itself.  The  officials  were 
housed  in  huge  barracks,  solidly  built ;  some  of  them  covering  more 
than  ten  thousand  square  feet,  and  several  stories  in  height.  The 
rooms  were  papered,  the  floors  were  polished  and  covered  with  im- 
ported rugs,  and  heavy  furniture  brought  from  Petersburg  gave  an 
air  of  luxury  to  these  quarters.  Baranof  himself  was  never  more 
pleased  than  when  congenial  visitors  arrived  on  some  friendly  ship. 


GREEK    CHURCH,    SITKA. 


He  had  a  system  of  signal  lights  flashing  from  the  cupola  of  his  castle, 
and  beacon-fires  were  kindled  along  the  shore,  to  pilot  the  way  by  night. 
A  great  banquet  would  test  the  capacities  of  the  guests,  especially  in 
standing  up  against  vast  bumpers  of  fiery  vodka  and  costly  wines.  The 
plate  and  glassware  were  of  the  richest  description.  Raninof  had  a 
fine  library,  and  his  walls  were  hung  with  valuable  ])aiHtings. 

For  a  time  he  was  obliged  to  submit  to  many  hnmiliations  at  the 
hands  of  supercilious  naval  officers,  who  Inokod  down  upon  him  as 
being  of  inferior  rank.  But,  in  i-ecognition  of  his  wonderful  success 
in  conducting  the  affairs  of  the  Company,  the  Emperor,  at  Eiazanof 's 
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siii^'ii'cslion,  conrciii'il  ii|in(i  liiiii  ihi'  litlc  ol'  ( 'niiiiiK'ii'ial  C'oiinoillor, 
iitiil  llic  Orilcr  111'  SI.  .\nnc  nt'  the  lliinl  clnss.  \\  lirn  this  lionor  c-miiic, 
lie  is  said  1<i  iiav  I'  l)iii>l  iiitn  tear-  ami  cxclaiiiied  :  —  "  I  am  a  iioljlciiiati ! 
I  am  llic  <'<|iial  in  iiii^illoii  ami  thi'  -  ii  |  n'lii  ir  in  aliility  of  tliosc  ilisoli-iil 
naval  nl'liccrs."  Xevcrt  liclc>>,  a>  li'tvj;  as  lie  lived,  lie  was  liiiviiij^  coii- 
tirmal  diniciiltics  willi  llic  < l<iv('i'iim('iit  odicors,  who  would  di-|)iitc  his 
authority  and  1 1  y  lo  uiidcniiiiK'  his  power. 

Slielil<li<il"s  son  in  law,  ivia/.anof,  liail  1 n  a  jiasseufi^er  on  the  "  Xad- 

yezlida,"  hut  had  |ii(iicrde(|  direclly  to  Japan,  where  howas  acereditefi 
as  Ambassador  to  the  i'lmperor.  I  lis  mission  tlioro  pfoved  a  failure, 
ami  lie  ne\l  (|e\(iled  liimseH'  to  feyii la  1  i Mi;-  the  alTairs  of  the  ( 'ompany 
in  which  he  had  so  commanding  an  iiilerest.  Ho  was  the  first  to  jiut 
au  end  to  the  indisiTimiuale  slau<>:litor  of  the  seals  on  tlie  Pribilof 
Islands.  It  is  said  that  two  millions  were  taken  the  first  year,  and  the 
price  of  seal  skins  fell  to  panic  rates.  In  order  to  make  arrangements 
for  the  regular  jiuroliase  of  provisions,  ho  lionght  a  Boston  ship  and 
proeooded  to  San  Fianciseo  Bay,  whicli  was  then  in  the  hands  of  tiie 
S]ianish.  It  was  contrary  to  their  instructions  to  hold  intercourse 
with  foreign  ships,  hut  lie  overcame  the  scruples  of  the  Commandant, 
whose  daughter  ho  would  have  married,  had  he  not  died  before  he 
olitaine(|  permission  from  the  K'ussiau  Emperor. 

Kiaziinof.  by  this  visit,  inaugurated  trade-relations  between  Spain 
and  the  Russian  colonies.  He  foresaw  the  possibilities  of  the  Pacific 
coast,  and  proposed  the  ]>lanting  of  Russian  colonists  on  New  Albion, 
as  the  region  north  of  tlio  San  Francisco  presidio  was  called.  Realiz- 
ing how  unfitted  the  Russians  themselves  were  for  agricultural  pur- 
suits, he  suggested  that  '*  the  patient  and  industrious  Chinese  "  should 
be  brought  over  to  man  the  plantations.    This  was  in  1806. 

Five  years  latei-,  Baranof  eariied  out  Riazanof's  directions  and 
sent  his  chief  subordinate,  Kushkof.  to  establish  himself  oii  the  Cali- 
fornia coast.  lie  bought  a  tract  of  land  of  the  Indians  at  Bodega,  not 
far  north  of  San  Francisco  Bay.  This  whole  coast  as  far  as  Kadiak 
was  now  furnishing  its  tribute  of  furs  to  the  Russian-American  Com- 
pany. Baranof  engaged  "  Yankee  "  captains  to  hunt  the  sea-otter  and 
other  fur-bearing  animals  on  shares.  It  is  said  that  during  one  single 
year  the  Company's  share  in  the  profits  made  by  these  partnership 
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ex]3eclitions  amounted  to  several  liuudi-ed  thousand  rubles.  Occasion- 
ally, the  Yankee  skippers  played  sharp  tricks  on  the  Company.  Petrof 
tells  of  a  Captain  Bennett  who  exchanged  his  cargo  of  provisions  for 
seal  skins  on  the  basis  of  a  dollar  apiece  in  trade,  and  then  resold 
the  skins  to  the  Company's  agent  at  Petropavlovsk  for  double  that  sum. 
When  the  Directors  of  the  Company  heard  of  this  and  similar  trans- 
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actions,  Baranof  was  ordered  to  change  his  policy.  About  the  same 
time,  Lazaref  was  despatched  from  Petersburg  on  the  shija  "  Suvorof." 
He  reached  Sitka  after  a  voyage  which  lasted  thirteen  months.  Here 
a  bitter  controversy  arose  between  Baranof  and  Lazai'ef ,  each  claiming 
supreme  rank.  Finally  Lazaref  refused  to  carry  out  Baranof's  in- 
structions and  set  sail,  followed  by  the  old  connnander's  anathemas 
and  ineffectual  cannon  shots  from  the  fortivss.  Liizaref  had  loaded 
the  "  Suvorof  "  with  furs  and  otliei-  commodities  taken  in  trade  along 
the  Pacific  coast,  and  lie  brought  back  to  Petersburg  a  cargo  valued 
at  more  than  a  million  rubles.  Of  course,  he  showed  his  animosity 
against  Baranof  liy  retailing  all  the  evil  stories  that  ho  had  heard  about 
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hiss  l)i'li;i\im-  .iiid  lii.>  milriist \vnrtliiiii'^>.      Accoi'dingly,  it  \v;i-  .I«'i-i.|.-.l 
to  ;i|)]i(iin(  ;i  -iirccssor  lo  the  (•(HiiiiianiliT. 

Tlicrt'  li.iil  licfii  ..tliri-  ;itlciii|its  to  ^^I't  lid  i.r  liiiii.  Two  |troKp('ftive 
BUccessors  li;id  il'n'il  liflmr  i  (■.icliiiij^  Sitl<;i,  In  !>>(»'.),  two  proiiiufsli- 
Icniki  h.'id  niti'ird  intd  ,i  cipii-|(i r;icy  In  kill  liiiii.  Tlie  attenijit  lailcti, 
liiit  till'  ;iii\icl\-  wliirli  it  (•■■iii-rd  r.ai-.'iiinr,  in  addition  tn  liis  iiKTOMsiiij? 
di.sal)iiiti('s.  had   nn(|ncs1i(inaM\    un>lrnnLC  his  mind,  so  long  keen  and 

alert. 

Washington  Irvinii-  in  his  "  Astoria  "  called  '•  ('miid  r.araniiol'f  " 
"  a  rough,  ruggcMJ,  hd^iiitahU-,  hard-working  old  K'u->ian.  Soinowiiat 
of  a  soldier,  somowliat  of  a  trader;  above  all  a  boon  companion  of 
the  old  roystcring  school,  with  a  strong  pvoss  of  the  brave." 

He  goes  on  to  say:  —  "  Mr.  ilnnt  lound  this  hyiierborean  veteran 
enseon('('(|  in  a  fort  which  crested  the  whole  of  a  high  rocky  promontory. 
It  mounted  one  liundied  guns,  large  and  small,  and  was  iini)regnab|p 
to  Indian  attack,  unaided  by  artillery.  Here  the  old  governor  lorded 
it  over  sixty  Russians,  who  fornicd  tlie  corps  of  tln'  trading  estab- 
lishuKMit,  besides  an  indefinite  nuniliei-  id'  Indian  hunters  of  the  Kodiak 
tribe,  who  were  continually  coming  and  going,  or  lounging  and  loiter- 
ing about  the  fort  like  so  many  hounds  round  a  sportsman's  hunting 
quarters.  Though  a  loose  liver  among  his  guests,  the  governor  was 
a  strict  disciplinarian  among  his  men.  keeping  them  in  i)erfect  sul)- 
jection,  and  having  seven  on  guard,  night  and  day.  Besides  these 
immediate  serfs  and  dependents  just  mentioned,  the  old  Russian  poten- 
tate exerted  a  considerable  sway  over  a  numerous  and  irregular  class 
of  maritime  traders,  who  looked  to  him  for  aid  and  munitions,  and 
through  whom  he  may  be  said  to  have,  in  some  degree,  extended  his 
power  along  the  whole  northwest  coast.  .  .  . 

"  Over  these  coasting  captains,  as  we  have  hinted,  the  veteran  gov- 
ernor exerted  some  sort  of  sway;  but  it  was  of  a  iieculiar  and  char- 
acteristic kind:  it  was  the  tyranny  of  the  table.  They  were  obliged 
to  join  him  in  his  '  ]n'Osnics  '  or  carousals,  and  to  <lrink  '  jiotations 
pottle  deep.'  His  carousals,  too,  were  not  of  the  most  quiet  kind, 
nor  were  his  potations  as  mild  as  nectar.  '  He  is  continually,'  said 
Mr.  Hunt,  '  giving  entertainments  by  way  of  parade,  and  if  you  do  not 
drink  raw  rmn  and  boiling  punch  as  strong  as  sulphur,  he  will  insult 
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you  as  soon  as  be  gets  drunk,  which  is  very  shortly  after  setting  down 
to  table.'" 

Father  Juvenal,  the  weak  young  priest  who  was  murdered  by  the 
Indians  of  Ilyamna,  gives  in  his  diary  far  from  flattering  pictures 
of  Baranof,  whether  in  Church  giving  the  responses,  —  singing  in  his 
hoarse  voice,  —  or  shouting  obscene  songs  in  the  midst  of  a  drunken 
carousal,  with  a  woman  seated  on  his  lap. 

In  1817,  Captain  Hagenmeister  was  sent  out  in  the  ship  "  Suvorof  " 


MT.    DEWEY. 


to  supplant  liiiii.  At  first  he  did  not  disclose  the  real  object  of  his 
visit ;  but  on  January  11th,  1818,  he  abruptly  produced  his  commission 
and  claimed  the  command.  When  he  returned  to  Russia,  he  left  Lieu- 
tenant Yanovsky  as  his  representative.  The  fact  that  Yanovsky  had 
married  Baranof's  favorite  daughter,  the  child  of  a  native  woman, 
did  not  seem  to  lessen  the  severity  of  the  blow.  He  rose  from  a  bed 
of  illness,  arranged  his  papers,  and  turned  over  to  the  new  manager 
property  far  exceeding  in  value  what  the  Company  had  expected.  lie 
had  enjoyed  unlimited  opportunities  to  enrich  himself,  but  whatever 
faults  he  had,  dishonesty  was  not  one  of  them. 


ALASKA. 


ir.u 


Diiiini;-  III!'  Ili-I  ImiiiN  nf  Iii>  i  lnw  iir;i||,  IJaraiiof  walkfl  alorir*  to 
liis  r.ivdiilc  rclic.it  -!i  gray  flat  stone  standinj?  not  fur  from  the  castle, 
uilli  ;i  wdiiilcii'iiIlN  liciiitil'iil  \irw  dl'  llic  i>l;inil-stiu](l«'(l  hay  —  and 
there  whcfc  lie  was  .'-cciiri'  I'loin  irilcnii|itioti,  not  even  his  favorite 
(hmfi:lil('r  (l.iiiii;;  fit  ;i|)|ii().icli  liim  while  In-  was  in(lul>?ing  in  this  silent 
self-<"oiiinmni(iii,  hi'  |iii'p;ircil  liiiiiM'H'  for  tlie  inevitahlc. 

Ifctainliii,'-   litdc    I'm'    liim-cir.    hi-   ilctcritiiticil    fo    iro   ha'-k    In    iJii^-ia, 


)\>r   KAM.i;, 


where  he  liad  left  a  wile  and  children  many  years  hefore.  After  l)id- 
ding  a  tearful  farewell  to  his  old  friends  and  associates,  he  sailed 
from  Sitka  on  the  sliip  ••  Kutu/.ol',"  late  in  Xuvemher.  At  Batavia 
he  was  take7i  ill  with  malarial  fever,  ainl  the  day  after  the  shi]i  again 
sailed  for  Petersburg,  on  the  sixteenth  of  April,  1819,  he  died  and  was 
buried  in  the  Indian  Orean. 


MT.    HALCOX. 


CHAPTER    V. 


DECLIXE    OF    THE    BUSSIAN  -  AMERICAN    COMPANY. 


UNDER  the  direction  of  Lieutenant  Yanovsky,  further  explora- 
tions of  Alaska  were  conducted.  One  party  sui'v^eyed  the  coast 
from  Bristol  Bay  westward  to  the  mouth  of  the  Kuskokwim 
River  and  Nunivak  Island ;  another  reached  the  valley  of  the  Kusko- 
kwim by  an  overland  route ;  and  still  another  went  as  far  south  as  Nor- 
ton, but  missed  discovering  the  mouth  of  the  Yukon,  —  or,  as  the  Rus- 
sians called  it,  the  "  Kvikpak,  —  though  they  crossed  its  mouth. 

In  1820  the  charter  of  the  Russian- American  Company  expired,  but 
was  renewed  with  additional  privileges.  The  profits  for  some  years 
had  been  more  than  half  a  million  rubles:  this,  in  spite  of  maintaining 
a  large  and  increasing  fleet  and  a  whole  army  of  dependents,  building 
Churches,  and  establishing  schools. 

Hagenmeister's  term  as  manager  was  short;  he  did  not  carry  out 
his  proposed  plan  of  removing  the  headquarters  from  Sitka  to  Kadiak, 
although  it  would  have  been,  in  some  respects,  a  safer  and  more  de- 
sirable place  of  residence.    lie  was  succeeded  in  1821  by  ^likhail  Tvan- 
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ovilcli  M II r.i villi',  iiinirr  wlinsc  ;nliiiiiii.str;iti<)ri  Kiissiiiii  Aiiierifa  was 
iiijidc  iii(lc)icii(lfiil  ipf  SilxTiiiii  jiiiiMliclioi),  iiiid  tlic  hoiuularv  was  set- 
tled liy  lii'Mlics  with  I'ln^Iaiid  and  tlic  I'liitcfl  Stalos.  |)uriiiK  lii« 
adiiiiiiisi  r.itinii  jilso,  j'rcat  activity  was  displayccl  in  funvcrtiiif?  the 
natives.  'I'lic  most  zoalous  missionary  was  Ivan  N'cniiaini'nol',  wlio  wont 
to  I'nalasUa  in  ISl'4  and  cariied  the  tcacliings  of  liis  Ciiureli  over  an 
I'liniiiKHis  rc'<;i()n,  and  so  sueoessfully  that  within  three  years  alter  his 
aniv.il,  il  was  esfiiiialeil  tliat  there  were  hetwceii  ten  and  eleven  thou- 
saml  eoiiiiininicants,  I'our  lilt  lis  oT  whom  were  iiatixes.  Xi'xt  to  i'ara- 
nof.  N'eiiiami'nof  is  the  most  interesting  ol'  tiie  early  lUissian  notal)les 
in  .\lask;in  histm-y.  Ife  was  the  first  Ijishoji  of  Ahiska,  and  gave  tlie 
eatlu'dral  at  Silk.i  m.-my  precious  treasures.  Ilis  memory  is  ev<'ry- 
wliere  revered.  .Mm  ,i\  ii'il'  was  a  stern  and  relentless  disciplinarian. 
and  so  iiitimid.ited  the  natixcs.  that  his  very  name  was  a  terror  among 
them  foi-  many  years.     He  has  heeii  called    •  Mmaviof  the  Butcher." 

niiriiii;-  the  aihiiinistr.itioii  of  the  l.ivonian  Baron,  Ferdinand  Pet- 
rovitch  \(iii  Wiaiiu'el,  which  histed  I'lum  is;!l  to  ISUH,  the  (piarrel  be- 
tween the  Kussiau-Americau  Coniiiany  and  the  Ifnilson  P,ay  Company 
came  to  a  crisis.  The  Englisli  comi)any  would  luive  been  glad  to  unite 
forces  with  the  Kussian  competitor.  l)nt  Wrangel  had  orders  to  crush 
the  Elnglish  and  prevent  their  making  any  ti'ading-stations  on  the 
Pacific  Coast.  He  succeeded  in  preventing  Captain  Ogden  from  ascend- 
ing the  Stakhiii  li'iver.  and  when  the  Hudson  Bay  Company  brought 
suit  against  the  Ivussian-Ameiicnn  Comp.-iny  for  twenty-one  thousand 
five  huiidied  ixmnds  damages,  a  settlement  most  advantageous  to  the 
Russian  Company  was  effected  at  a  conference  at  ITamhurg. 

"Wrangel's  successor.  Captain  Knprianof,  made  extensive  explora- 
tions to  the  mtrtli.  reaching,  by  means  of  bidars  or  skin  boats  sent 
out  from  the  hrig  "  Polypliome,"  as  far  as  Point  Barrow,  east  of 
Kotzebue    Sound. 

Captain  Kujirianof  took  steps  to  sell  the  California  Colony,  which, 
owing  to  tile  incapacity  of  the  Russians  as  farmers,  had  not  succeeded. 
During  his  administration,  a  destructive  epidemic  of  smalljwx  broke 
out  among  the  natives.  It  appeared  first  at  Sitka,  in  1836,  and  car- 
ried off  four  hundred  of  the  Koloshi.  Strangely  enough,  only  one 
Russian  sulTered  from  the  maladv.  and  in  his  case  it  was  not  fatal.    It 
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spread  to  remote  settlements.  On  Kadiak,  seven  hundred  and  thirty- 
six  persons  died.  Vaccination  proved  efHcacious  where  it  was  jjrac- 
tised,  but  many  of  tlie  natives  had  superstitious  fears  of  it  and  refused 
to  submit  to  it.  Ou  Unalaska,  Dr.  Bkishke,  the  resident  physician  of 
Sitka,  vaccinated  more  tlian  a  thousand  natives,  and  only  a  little  more 
than  ten  per  cent,  died;  whereas,  in  the  district  comprising  Cook's 
Inlet,  Prince  William  Sound,  and  Bristol  Bay,  more  than  a  tliird  of 
those  attacked  perished. 

The  disease  was  not  stamped  out  until  iS-iO,  when  Captain  Etolin, 
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a  successful  explorer  of  the  regions  north  of  Bering  Sea,  succeeded 
Baron  Wrangel.  This  new  manager  was  confronted  by  serious  dif- 
ficulties, owing  to  the  immense  loss  in  the  native  population  and  the 
consequent  starvation  which  threatened  the  settlements.  Etolin  decided 
to  concentrate  the  inhabitants  in  a  few  large  villages,  the  chiefs  of 
which  were  held  responsible  for  securing  food  and  dealing  out  the 
stores  that  were  to  be  collected. 

The  following  year,  the  Russian-American  Company  applied  for  a 
renewal  of  its  charter,  which  the  Government  seemed  in  no  hurry  to 
grant.  When  it  was  renewed,  however,  it  made  some  changes  in  the 
management  of  the  Company's  affairs,  but  the  chief  control  was  still 
vested  in  the  hands  of  men  selected  from  the  navy.    This  explains  the 
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zeal  Tor  oxplorMlion,  nwl  \\\i-  I'iirt  lli.il  tin'  ti-;i<l<'  of  the  <  niiipany  l)y 
no  iiic.'iiis  kcpl  |i;ii'('  wilh  it^  (•\|irii~c-..     I'ctiol'  says : — 

"  Al'ti'i-  li.ir.'iiinl"-,  (lc)i;ntuic,  lint  :t  siii^lo  practical  iiicrcliaiit  ur 
t)ii.siiic>>  mail  liail  tlic  iiiaiiaKt'iiiciil  of  colonial  alTairs,  an<l  tho  conse- 
(|Ucticc  was  that  the  flividcnds  diiiiitiislicrl  every  year,  while  at  the 
same  time,  accoidiiii,^  tn  the  ollicial  re))orts  to  the  Directors  and  to 
the  Impeiial  (in\eiiiiiieiil,  the  colonies  st^enuHl  to  Itc  lloiii-i>liiii^  and 
develdpiiii;-  rapidly.  Kacli  succeeding  cliiel'  maiia^'^er  seemed  to  think 
only  of  niakini;  the  greatest  di.si)lay  of  continued  explorations,  erection 
of  hiiildiiins.  cnnstnii'tinn  of  ships  of  all  sizes,  and  the  estahlishiiient 
of  industries  and  iii.iiiiilactories. 

"  The  shipyard  at  Sitka  was  complete  with  all  kinds  of  workshops 
and  magazines,  even  having  brass  and  iron  foundrie.s,  machine  shops, 
and  nautical-instniiiient  makers.  Mxperimonts  were  made  in  the  manu- 
facture of  brick.s,  woodenware,  and  even  woollen  stufTs  of  material 
imported  from  California.  For  all  these  enterprises  tlie  skilled  labor 
had  to  he  imported  from  Kussia  at  great  expense,  and  this  circum- 
stance alone  will  ex])lain  the  failure  attending  the  attempts.  Vast 
sums  were  also  wasted  in  endeavors  to  extract  the  iron  from  a  veiy 
inferior  grade  of  ore  found  in  various  .sections  of  the  country.  The 
only  leal  advantage  the  Company  ever  reaped  from  its  many  workshops 
at  Sitka  was  the  manufacture  of  agricultural  implements  for  the  ig- 
norant and  indolent  rancheros  of  California ;  thousands  of  plowshares 
of  the  very  i>riinitivo  jtattern  in  use  in  those  countries  being  made  in 
Sitka  for  the  Califonn;i  and  Mexican  markets.  Axes,  hatchets,  spades 
and  hoes  were  also  turnetl  out  by  the  industrious  workmen  of  the  Sitka 
shipyard,  wliile  the  foundry  was  for  .some  time  engaged  in  casting  bells 
for  the  Catliolic  missions  on  the  Pacitie  Coast.  Many  of  these  bells  are 
still  in  existence,  and  bear  witness  to  the  early,  though  perliaps  abnor- 
mal, industrial  develoi»inent  on  our  northern  coast." 

Some  of  the  trade  ventures  proved  unprofitable,  but  no  one  can  ever 
tell  when  the  reward  of  jiatient  waiting  is  to  come;  and  at  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  California  gold  fever,  the  Company's  storehouse  which 
was  jiacked  with  unsalable  goods,  was  at  the  last  relieved.  Even  the 
most  shop-worn  articles  were  sold  at  great  protit. 

Never  suspecting  the  incalculable  riches  that  lay,  scarcely  hidden,  in 
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tlie  beacli-sands  and  the  mountain-valleys,  the  director  despatched  a 
party  of  Aleuts,  under  command  of  a  subordinate,  to  take  up  and  work 
a  claim,  but  the  results  did  not  justify  the  outlay.  Not  more  success- 
ful was  the  attempt  of  Lieutenant  Doroshin  to  prospect  for  precious 
metals  in  Alaska.  He  was  an  experienced  mining-engineer  and  had 
graduated  from  the  College  of  ]\rines.     To  be  sure,  he  discovered  gold 
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in  the  vicinity  of  Cook's  Inlet,  but  the  labors  of  forty  men  under  his 
direction  produced  only  a  few  ounces  of  gold-dust,  and  he  advised 
that  the  experiment  should  be  discontinued. 

Doroshin  was  handieai)i)ed  in  ninny  ways.  Several  years  later,  he 
wrote:  —  "  The  small  result  of  my  labors  has  cooled  the  ardoi'  of  the 
chief  manager  of  the  colonies  for  gold  seeking.  I  do  not  cease  to  hope, 
however,  that  later  some  other  engineer  will  be  more  fortunate  in 
the  ]inth  pointed  out  by  me,  with  better  means  than  were  at  my  dis- 
posal. Ill  that  ease,  of  course,  nobody  will  think  of  him  who  first 
found  gold  where  there  were  no  ancient  diggings,  where  no  grains  of 
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gold  wci'c  I'liiiinl  ill  tlic  crnp  iif  ;i  ;;niiis(',  iiiul  wlicrc;  tlic  iiali\i--  m.im; 
not  cxcii  ,1  iijiiiic  I'lif  tlu-  precious  int'tal." 

('o;il  Ii.hI  Ih'cii  (lisfovprod  many  yoars  iK'Torc  in  tlic  soiitlicrri  part 
of  llic  K'l'iiai  pi'iiiii>iila,  lull  niily  sporadic  attcnipl-  had  liccii  iiiailc  to 
male  ii.^c  n\'  it.  ()\\iiiy  to  llic  ili'inaiid  lur  il  in  ( 'a li i'oniia.  a  company 
Avas  roriiicd  ill  San  l''rancisi'o,  wliicli,  in  conjiiiictinii  witli  the  Uussians, 
undertook  io  exploit  the  mines.  Macliinery  was  Itronf^lit  around  from 
tlic  ilastern  States,  l)iit  the  coal  then  worked  did  not  meet  expectations. 
'I'lie  {'(Miipaiiy's  ships  su|)|)leinen(('d  tlieir  services  liy  carrying  ice 
from  Sitka  ami  i\adiak  to  San  Francisco.  At  fii'st  tliis  entcrjirise 
was  prolitalilc,  tiie  ice  l)ringing  as  iiigli  as  $75  a  ton. 

The  first  iinssian  wlialing  slii|),  the  "  Suomi,"  was  I)nilt  at  Abo 
in  l''inlantl.  ami  was  sciil  mil,  with  a  crew  of  tliirty-si.\  men,  under  a 
German  captain.  The  whale-boats  were  impoiteil  from  Xew  Bedford. 
Its  first  xnya.n'c  resiilt<Mi  in  a  Mrolit  of  thirteen  tliousand  rubles;  lait 
on  its  way  home  IVom  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  it  narrowly  escaped  cap- 
ture at  the  hands  of  tlie  English.  Aftei-wards,  it  was  blockaded  at 
Bremen,  and  was  sold  for  twenty-one  thousand  rubles.  The  second 
slii]).  tlie  "  Turkn,"  liad  also  a-narrow  escape.  T'nder  still  another 
Cerman  captain,  ami  with  a  crew  of  l-'inlanders,  loaded  with  a  cargo 
of  goods  for  the  Bussian  .\inerican  Company,  it  reached  Sitka  after  a 
tempestuous  voyage.  Tts  first  catch  in  Alaskan  waters  was  very  profit- 
ahle.  It  underwent  the  famous  siege  of  Petropavlov.sk,  where  the  Eng- 
lish-French fleet  failed  to  reduce  the  town;  ran  tlie  l)l()ckade,  and  ar- 
i-ived  safelx'  at  Sitka.  The  tliiid  ship,  the  "  Aian,"  after  a  fairly 
successful  catch  of  whales,  was  herself  caught  by  a  Bi'itish  frigate,  and 
burnt. 

Me;uitime.  the  affairs  of  the  Russian-American  Comiiany  wei'e  going 
from  bad  to  worse.  Looking  back  at  the  opportunities  that  were  pre- 
sented, it  seems  amazing  that  with  such  riches  in  their  hands,  the  man- 
agement should  have  so  egregiously  failed.  P>ut  it  is  in  great  measure 
explained  liy  the  fact  that  the  jieople  in  control  lived  so  far  away,  wliile 
the  chiefs  sent  out,  one  after  another,  were  not  trained  in  mercantile 
aiTairs. 
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CHAPTER   VI. 


ALASKA    BECOMES    UNITED    STATES    TERRITORY. 


THE  Company  tried  iii  vain  to  induce  the  Imperial  Government 
to  relieve  it  of  the  expense  of  maintaining  its  authority.  After 
the  Crimean  War,  this  became  a  practical  impossibility,  owing 
to  the  vast  expenditures  that  had  been  wasted  in  the  struggle  with 
France  and  England.  Instead  of  renewing  the  Company's  charter,  the 
Russian  Government,  aware  that  it  could  not  defend  Alaska,  and  never 
desiring  to  occupy  it,  secretly  approached  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment with  an  offer  to  sell  the  Russian  possession-s  in  America.  TJiis 
was  first  broached  in  1859.  In  1861  it  was  regarded  as  a  certainty  at 
Sitka,  but  the  Civil  War  was  then  raging,  and  nothing  was  done  about 
it.  Had  the  Hudson  Bay  Company  then  seized  its  opportunity,  Alaska 
would  be  to-day  British  territory.  The  purchase  was  advocated  by  San 
Francisco  speculators,  especially  by  the  American-Russian  Coal  and 
Ice  Company,  which,  being  already  on  the  scene,  had  good  I'eason  to 
expect  fat  plums  as  the  successor  to  the  Russian- American  Company. 
In  1865,  the  Western  Union  Tolograph  Company  sent  an  expedition 
to  Alaska  to  cari'y  its  line  up  to  Bering  Strait,  where  it  was  to  be  eon- 
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lifctt'tl  with  Sibciiii  l)y  ;i  sliort  c.-ililc.  The  project  was  rcinlcrod  n<?e<l- 
less  by  tlic  suc<'i'ssfiil  layin^c  "I  tin-  Atlantic-  cablo,  but  a  f-ousiili-rablo 
nmoiint  of  cNiilnialidii  ami  sm\i'\iii;^  was  Hfcoinplislu'rl  l»y  siidi  men 
as  ('..Iniici  i'.iiiklcy  of  llir  Iriilr.l  Stairs  Army.  Mr.  Wiliiain  II.  hall, 
and  (•tilers,  wimsc  work  idiil  rilnitccl  iniicli  in  lin'  i<Mi)\vl(*<]>?<'  of  tliif 
(•(Miiitry,  anil  ilniibtlcss  had  tin'  iircpimdi-r.-itinir  inllni'iir-c  toward  its 
nit  i  mat  ('  I  mil  ■  base.  K'nbcrt  Kcnniiiilt.  w  Im  was  dirci-tor  of  tlie  scientific; 
corps  of  the  cxiicditinn.  iwijlorcd  the  bead  watci's  of  the  Viikoii,  but 
wliilc  lie  was  at  .Xulaln,  a  placi'  of  sinister  nicniorii's,  bo  died  suddenly 
of  JK'art  I'ailnrc,  snperiiiiiiiccd  by  his  e.xertions  on  the  day  bcd'ore  in 
savini?  tlie  life  of  a  K'ussian  whose  canoe  iiad  lieen  cauf^bt  in  the  ice. 
lie  went  nut  caily  in  the  iiinrriini;'.  and  bis  t'i'icndv.  alanned  by  his  long 
absence,  found  liis  Imdy  ncu-  tiir  ri\iT.  Hi>  npcn  cimipass,  and  cal- 
culations traced  in  tlie  -;iiiil.  ^Imwed  tliat  be  bad  been  at  work  even 
to  the  niiinieiit  nl'  bis  deatli.  \\'iHi;iiii  11.  hall  was  ajipointed  his  suc- 
cessor, and  I'linducted  inxestiuations  intn  tbe  etbnology  and  to])ogra]>liy 
of  Alaska,  and  bis  repoits  have  ever  since  been  regarded  as  standard 
sources  of  infoi'uiation. 

In  March,  ISGI,  just  before  tbe  adjournment  of  Congress,  William 
H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  was  engaged  in  playing  a  game  of  whist 
with  members  of  bis  family,  wlien  be  was  interruiited  by  a  late  call 
from  I'aidii  Stoeckl.  the  liussian  ambassador,  who  came  to  announce 
the  arrival  n\'  a  despatch  fidm  I'etorsburg  conveying  the  Emperor's 
assent  to  the  cession  of  .\laska  to  tbe  United  States.  The  considera- 
tion was  to  be  "  a  cash  ])aynient  of  $7,000,000.  with  an  additional 
$200,000  on  condition  that  the  cession  should  be  free  and  unincumbered 
by  any  reservations,  privileges,  franchises  or  ])ossessions  by  any  asso- 
ciated companies,  corporate  or  incorporate,  Russian  or  any  other." 
The  game  of  whist  was  abandoned;  Seward  and  the  Ambassador  col- 
lected their  clerks,  and  before  sunri.se  the  treaty  was  ready  for  trans- 
mission to  the  Senate. 

Sumner  said:  —  "  The  present  treaty  is  a  visible  step  in  the  occupa- 
tion of  the  whole  North  .\merican  Continent;  as  such  it  will  be  recog- 
nized by  the  world,  and  accepted  by  the  American  people.  But  the 
treaty  involves  something  more.  By  it  we  dismiss  one  more  monarch 
from  this  continent.    One  bv  one,  thev  have  retired;  first  France,  then 
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Spain,  then  France  again,  and  now  Russia  —  all  giving  way  to  that 
absorbing  unity  wliieli  is  declared  in  tlie  national  motto,  *  E  plm-ibus 
unnm. '  " 

The  treat}',  which  was  adopted  by  the  Senate,  in  spite  of  fierce  oppo- 
sition and  almost  universal  Hdicnle,  was  signed  in  the  following  May. 
The  transfer  of  the  sovereignty  was  attended  by  interesting  formalities. 
United  States  troops  arrived  at  Sitka,  on  the  "  John  L.  Stevens."  from 
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San  Francisco,  on  the  ninth  of  October,  and  found  there  the  gunboats 
"  Jamestown  "  and  "  liesaca."  On  the  eighteenth,  the  "  Os.sipee  " 
arrived,  and  in  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  General  Jefferson  C. 
Da\ns,  at  the  head  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  men,  marched  u)i  to  the 
"  kelair,"  whci-e  stood  Rnninof's  stronghold,  over  which  floated  the 
Imperial  Fiagles  of  Russia.  There  he  was  met  by  General  George 
Lovell  Rousseau,  United  States  Commissioner,  and  by  Prince  Mat- 
sukof,  acting  chief  manager  and  repi-esentative  of  Russia,  with  his  wife, 
Captain  Peshchurof,  and  others. 

The  United  States  fired  the  first  guns,  the  Russians  the  second,  and 
so  on  in  an  alternating  salute,  the  echoes  reverberating  from  the  sides 
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dl'  .Mount  \'('r>t()vy.  As  llic  llii^  \v;is  lowered,  the  I'riiices.s  burst  into 
tears,  .iikI  llic  liiissiiins  felt  all  tlic  sadness  tliat  attends  a  failinff  caii.so. 
'I'licfe  is  a  siiiiicw  li;it  ;i|Hici-\  |i|i;il  >tiiry  Inld  tli;il  I  lie  ll;i<^,  as  it'  rcliu'laiit 
to  leave  its  pmud  eminence  on  the  |ii|>  of  ;i  lol'ty  pine  t  i-ec'  staCf,  en 
taniAled  it>eir  in  the  hnlyards.  .\  soldier  \v;is  hoisted  to  the  fl;i)^  in 
a  ho.-ilswain 's  ehnir,  hastily  ri^^ed,  iind  delnehin!;  it,  dMi|i|ied  it  to  the 
^iininil,  where  it  was  (■nnniit  on  the  bayonets  oi'  the  l{ussian  troops. 
Then  the  Stars  :ind  Stripes  were  hoisted  to  take  its  place,  and  a^ain 
the  cannon  boonieil  from  the  sliij)s  in  tiie  harbor,  tliis  time  the  Hussians 
leading;  in  the  salute.  Then  ('ai)tain  I'eslicliurof,  addressing  General 
Rousseau,  declared  that  by  the  autliority  of  his  ^^a,ie.sty,  the  Emperor 
of  Uussia,  lie  ti'ansferred  to  the  I'nited  States  the  territory  of  Alaska. 
The  Anieiieaus  present  gave  three  rousing  cheers,  and  the  transaction 
was  done. 

Ivan  i'etiof  says:  —  "  Tlie  Princess  ]\ratsukof  wept  at  the  spectacle, 
and  all  nature  seemed  to  keep  her  conijiany,  drenching  to  the  skin  all 
the  ])artici])ants  in  the  ceremony.  The  native  Indians  in  their  canoes 
witnessed  it  from  a  distance,  listening  stolidly  to  the  booming  of  can- 
non, and  gazing  with  indilTerence  u])on  the  descending  and  ascending 
flags.  Of  the  nature  of  the  proceedings,  they  had  a  faint  and  imperfect 
conception.  l)iit  one  thing  they  did  realize^ — that  the  country  they  once 
iTuagined  their  own  was  now  being  transferred  to  a  strange  people, 
by  what  must  have  appeared  to  them  a  singular  ceremony. " 

He  also  gives  a  lively  i)icture  of  the  first  activities  of  the  new  pro- 
prietors:—  "  A  number  of  business  men  had  accompanied  or  preceded 
the  commissioners  of  the  two  Governments,  and  the  American  flag  was 
scarcely  floating  from  the  toj)  of  the  tlagstafT  before  new  shops  were 
oiiened,  vacant  lots  covered  with  the  framework  of  shanties,  and  nego- 
tiations enfert'd  into  for  the  ])urchase  of  houses,  furs,  and  other  prop- 
erty of  the  old  Knssian  Company,  anil  in  less  than  a  week  new  stores 
had  been  erected,  and  two  tenpin  alleys,  two  drinking  saloons,  and  a 
restaurant  were  opened. 

"  Sitka,  the  town  that  for  two-thirds  of  a  century  had  known  nothing 
beyond  the  dull,  unchanging  routine  of  labor,  and  a  scanty  sujiply  of 
necessaries  at  prices  fixed  by  a  corporate  body  eight  or  ten  thousand 
miles  away,  was  profoundly  startled  even  by  this  small  ripple  of  inno- 
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vation.  To  the  new  American  domain  flocked  a  herd  of  men  of  all 
sorts  and  conditions  —  Alaskan  j^ioneers  and  squatters,  and  aspirants 
for  ijolitical  honors  and  emoluments  in  the  new  territory.  Before  the 
first  sunset  gun  was  fired,  preemption  stakes  dotted  the  ground,  and 
the  air  was  full  of  rumors  of  framing  a  '  city  charter,'  creating  laws 
and  remunerative  offices,  and  it  was  not  long  before  an  election  was 
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held  for  town  officers,  at  which  over  100  votes  were  polled  for  nearly 
as  many  candidates. 

"  The  Russian  population  looked  with  wonder  on  this  new  activity. 
The  families  of  the  higher  officials,  as  well  as  those  of  the  farmer  and 
laboring  classes,  opened  their  houses  to  the  newcomers  with  true  Eus- 
sian  hospitality;  but,  unfortunately,  they  did  not  discriminate,  treat- 
ing officers,  merchants  and  soldiers  alike,  and  in  many  cases  their  kind- 
ness was  shamefully  abused.  Robberies  and  assaults  were  the  order 
of  the  day,  or  rather  of  the  night,  until  the  peaceable  inhabitants  were 
compelled  to  lock  tlicir  doors  at  nightfall,  not  daring  to  move  about 
until  the  bugle  sounded  in  the  morning.  .  .  . 

"  The  Russian- American  Company  was  allowed  two  years  in  which  to 
settle  its  affairs  and  to  trans|iort  all  the  Russian  subjects  who  wished 
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tf)  rcliirii.  I''nr  this  j)iir|in>c,  nil  il^  cnipidypos  (I'lHtrihiiti'il  tlirou^^lirjut 
the  tcrritoiy  were  follcftf-d  :il  Sitk.i,  .-ind  t'liuii  (he  time  of  tlie  transfer 
t(i  I'-d'.l  nearly  a  llinii-anil  wnc  li\iii;r  llicii';  and  to  tli(?se  l)et\veen 
$40,iii»i)  and  $r)(),()0()  wcic  ]>ai<l  cvitv  niunlli  as  salaries,  wliidi,  ln-iriK 
regiilariy  s|M'iit  licl'mc  llic  nrxl  payday,  iriadc  business  deeidedly  Ijrisk. 
Tn  additimi  tn  llicsc  ii'iKsians,  there  were  two  eonipanies  of  soldiers 
and  a  [\>\v  Iiuiidn'(l  Aiiieriean  and  other  traders,  wliile  a  man-of-war 
anil  a  revenue  cuttci-  were  always  in  tlie  liarhor,  yielding  a  K*>lden 
harvest  to  business  men  and  >aloon  i<eepers." 
,  For  Alaska,  now  hej^sin  a  I  ragic  period  that  lasted  I'oi'  a  tliinl  of  u 
century,  and  <an  hardly  be  said,  even  now,  to  have  resolvetl  into  an  ideal 
condition  of  affairs. 

The  in-inccss  of  tlic  fairy  talc,  who^c  ddwi-y  was  to  be  iin|i(M-ial.  was 
utterly  negleeteil  Iiy  her  crui'l  and  heedles.s  foster-mother.  Finally, 
not  through  any  sense  of  justice  or  decency,  but  because  of  her  coming 
into  her  own,  was  sonu'thiTiii-  done  to  clothe  her  decently  and  protect 
her  against  tiiose  who  had  pillaiced  lier,  and  wei'o  ready  to  continue 
their  evil  practices. 

For  a  few  years  after  the  dccupatioTi  of  Alaska  l>y  the  United  States. 
detachments  of  the  aimy  were  stationed  at  vari<ius  ]ioint>,  but  their 
duties  were  not  specified  by  law.  Within.,a  month,  difficulties  arose 
between  tlie  garrison  at  Sitka  and  tiie  Tildians.  A  sentry,  stationed 
near  the  powder-nuigazine,  fired  on  natives  jirowling  around,  and 
wounded  one  of  them.  The  next  day  tlieir  chief,  in  accordance  with  the 
Indian  custom,  demanded  a  ]iecuniary  compensation  from  General 
Davis,  who  refused  it.  Thereupon,  the  chief  retired  to  his  village  and 
raised  the  English  flag.  Davis  threatened  to  bombard  the  village,  and 
the  Indians  accordingly  came  to  tenns. 

Two  years  later,  in  . January.  1869,  a  {)arty  of  Chilkat  Indians  were 
at  Sitka.  It  is  said  their  chief  was  presented  with  several  bottles  of 
whiskey,  which,  of  course,  had  its  usual  effect.  It  brought  about  a 
conflict  between  the  Indians  and  the  military.  Several  of  the  natives, 
belonging  to  three  dilTerent  tribes,  were  killed.  They  also  demanded 
payment,  and  when  it  was  refused,  they  began  to  make  reprisals  — 
life  for  life.  Two  prospectors,  who  had  ventured  into  the  country  of 
the  Kekhs,  were  killed.    The  report  came  that  the  crew  of  a  wrecked 
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schooner  had  been  massacred.  General  Davis  sent  the  "  Saginaw  " 
to  avenge  the  supposed  outrage.  Three  deserted  villages  were  utterly 
destroyed.  It  was  afterwards  learned  that  the  Indians,  instead  of 
having  perpetrated  any  cruelty  on  the  shipwrecked  sailors,  had  rescued 
them  and  treated  them  kindly.  After  this,  there  were  sporadic  in- 
stances of  hostility  on  the  part  of  the  Indians,  generally  caused  by  the 
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misbehavior  of  uncontrolled  adventurers  —  especially  through  the  sale 
of  liquor  to  the  natives. 

The  liistory  of  the  United  States  army  in  Alaska  is  difficult  to  disen- 
tangh>.  Many  writers,  undoubtedly  influenced  by  the  interested  criti- 
cism of  those  who  came  into  conflict  with  its  regulations,  are  inclined 
to  blame  the  men  for  all  sorts  of  irregularities.  One  writer  chai"ges  the 
commander-in-chief  with  having  furnished  native  chiefs  with  whiskey. 
William  Gouverneur  Morris,  who  was  Special  Agent  of  the  Treasury 
Department  in  1877,  in  his  report  to  the  Secretary,  wi'ote  regarding 
drunkenness : — 

"  One  of  the  direct  evils  of  this  detestable  vice  has  been  the  de- 
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baiii'lii'i  y  ;iM(|  (|c;;r;i(l;iti<Mi  nf  tlif  M;ili\i"  unincii  liy  ;i  licentious  .soldiery. 
Never  |i.irl iiiiljiriy  iiot<'(|  lor  ;iii  excess  of  virtue,  tliey  liave  lieeoinf 
\icliiiis  |()  their  Jippelite  for  strotif^  drink  nnd  iriiiiilin.ite  lust,  and  tliey 
li;i\('  r.-illeii  victiins  In  the  :^eneial  conta^riun  and  ruin.  I  am  aware 
this  ciiar^^'  will  provoke  ailverse  critieisin  in  eerlain  ipiarters.  and  it 
is  more  partienlarly  all  riltutable  to  the  years  iniinediately  succeeding 
llie  liiissiaii  piir<-liase,  with  the  advi'iit  nl'onr  tmnps,  tiian  when  later 
garrisoned,  lint  sneeessriii  eont  radiction  is  invited.  The  facts  are  too 
naked  to  hear  Hie  light  oi"  investigation." 

On  the  otiier  hand,  (Jeneral  A.  W.  (Jreejy.  in  his  adniiiable  handbook 
on  .\laska,  says:  — 

"  The  aeti\  ily  of  the  army  in  carrying  out  its  orders  elicited  bitter 
criticism.  K'epniting  on  the  alTairs  at  the  Seal  Islands,  prior  to  the 
lease  of  the  Alaska  ('ommercial  Company,  it  incurred  enmity  by  offi- 
cially stating  that  the  I'liliilof  natives  were  suffering  'enslavement 
and  i-obheiy  by  an  unscrupulous  ring  of  speculators.'  As  Indian  wars 
gave  local  traders  patronage  and  contracts,  the  tendencies  to  adjust 
tronbles  peacefully  with  tlu'  nati\i's  weii-  \ieweil  askant  as  nninilitary 
and  nnbusinesslike.  To  stimnlate  induct  i\  among  the  natives,  it  was 
reconmicndeil  that  Indians  he  liireil  tu  cut  wood,  which  resulted  in 
attacks  from  interested  conlractois.  The  army's  insistence  tiiat 
Alaska  was  an  Indian  connli-y.  where  neither  lirearms  noi-  li([Uor  coiilil 
be  imported,  was  bitterly  fonght  by  ti-aders  and  politicians  before  tlie 
department,  and  it  was  years  before  the  army's  point  of  view  was 
sustained  by  Congress  and  the  courts.  .  .  . 

"  Finally  —  hap]>y.  day  for  the  service,  though  not  for  the  territory 
—  the  army  sailed  away  from  Alaska,  after,  as  we  are  told  by  a  well- 
known  writer,  a  service  not  highly  creditable.  This  local  judgment  was 
natnral,  since  the  business  methods  id'  many  n{  the  earlj-  Alaskan  cap- 
tains of  industry  did  not  ;iccoi(l  w  itli  the  army  ideals  as  to  probity  and 
])ropriety. 

"  The  army's  sins  of  omission  and  commission  were  not  specified, 
hut  what  it  did  may  be  stated.  Tt  hail  brought  the  Indians  into  a  state 
of  submission  and  jicaee  —  its  military  duty.  Moreover,  it  had  fed  the 
starving,  cared  for  the  suffering,  and  nursed  the  sick;  it  had  largely 
supprossod   smuggling  and  illegal   trade  in   arms  and  liquor;    it  had 
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discouraged  corrupt  business  methods,  and  protested  against  the  en- 
slavement and  robbery  of  natives;  it  had  vainly  besought  civil  govern- 
ment and  open  day  schools;  finally,  it  had  fostered  morality  by  relig- 
ious teaching  of  children,  established  the  fii'st  Protestant  Church  in  Al- 
aska, and  by  its  initiative,  led  the  Christian  people  of  the  United  States 
to  extend  a  helping  hand  to  the  natives  of  Alaska.     These  deeds  are 
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not  strictly  military  duties,  and  while  they  are  extra-legal  acts  without 
warrant  of  law,  they  were  justified  by  the  law  of  emergency,  and  im- 
pelled by  the  obligation  of  our  higher  moral  nature." 

The  withdrawal  of  the  troops  from  Alaska  was  recommended  by 
General  McDowell,  who  eonsidei'ed  that  it  was  in  the  interest  of  econ- 
omy. He  felt  that  the  acquisition  of  such  a  detached  territory  was  a 
detriment  to  the  United  States;  he  regarded  it  as  of  little  value,  and 
he  would  even  have  given  it  away  for  nothing  to  any  country  that  would 
burden  itself  with  its  acceptance.  Although  he  acknowledged  tli;it  the 
"  dozen  or  more  whites  and  several  liiuuli'ed  scrawny  liall'-breods  who 
were  there  at  tlie  time  of  the  i)Uf('liase  "  ouglit  I'airly  to  ))(>  protected, 
he  thought   tliat    three  companies  would   be   sufficient   to   enforce   the 
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aiitliiiril  y  nf  I  lie  <  iiivciiiiinnt.  I'nr  lie  iliil  not  liclic-vc  lliat  tlicrc  was  any 
ospccial  (l;in;;iT  In  fc.ir  rimii  the  Imlians  more  than  from  tlio  wliites 
tii\\;ii<l  one  ;iiii>tlu'r. 

'I'licic  was  certainly  lilllc  lo  I'car  fioiii  the  natives  as  long  as  they 
were  licM  in  awe  liy  a  sliow  of  iiiilitaiy  lorcr.  Imt  as  soon  as  the  troops 
were  w  il  lulrawti,  an  cntiirly  (lirfcicnt  coiidition  uhlairii-il.  Mr.  Morris 
wrote:  "  'I'lie  Russians  exercise*!  oxer  tiie  inlialiitants  of  Alaska 
(lesixitic  sway,  and  lieU  lliem  in  aljsohitc  snitjcetion.  Tiicy  treated 
tlicm  as  hi-iites,  and  l1uL;L;cd  them  uiiiMercifull y  for  thoft  and  petty  mis- 
ileuieaiiors.  They  |)unished  ciinie  proniptls  with  severe  corporal  clias- 
tisenicnt  or  imprisoiuiieiit,  and  icj^arded  tlio  Indians  as  not  more  tlian 
one  degree  removed  from  diimli  beasts.  They  held  the  power  of  life 
and  death  over  llieir  subjects.  They  had  over  two  timnsand  soldiers, 
einjiloyees,  and  iclaiiiers  ready  In  dn  tlie  biddiiijij  of  th(>  sni)reme  local 
aniiiiMity.  Ships  el'  war  were  always  at  hand  to  iyombanl  the  villages 
into  siilimission.  The  iicdjile  were  thus  completely  at  the  mercy  of  their 
rulers. 

"When  Ihe  sale  to  the  liiited  States  took  i)lace,  the  forts  were 
garrisoned  with  federal  sohliei's,  new  posts  were  located  and  built,  and 
for  years  the  country  was  umler  strict  militaiy  iiile.  The  Indians  were 
taught  sevei'al  severe  lessons  by  the  soldiery  and  the  gunboats,  and 
tliev  continned,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  in  their  condition  of  serf- 
dom until  the  country  was  formally  ;d)aiidnned  by  the  ^\'ar  Department, 
and  subse(iuently  transl'ei-red  to  the  sole  control  of  the  Treasury. 

"  Suddenly  they  awoke  to  the  knowledge  that  they  were  free  men; 
that  as  far  as  outward  ai>pearauces  were  concerned,  there  was  no  power 
or  authority  to  interfere  with  their  acts.  They  saw  the  outward 
change  of  things,  and  that  the  pomp  and  panoply  of  war  had  departed. 
They  beheld  the  white  man.  Boston  man  and  King  George  ni.ui.  black 
man.  vellow  man.  Chinaman,  liulian,  .\lent  Eskimo,  and  men  of  all 
colors,  nationality  and  n,iti\ity.  all  associating  together  ujion  the  com- 
mon terms  of  sweet  I'eimlilican  siuqilicity.  There  was  no  authority  at 
hand  to  jiunisli  the  evil  doer,  no  power  to  redress  savage  enormities." 

The  very  next  year,  1S7S.  there  being  not  even  a  revenue  cutter  in 
the  harbor  of  Sitka,  the  Indians  began  to  behave  very  insolently.  They 
defaced  the  graves  in  the  Russian  cemetery,  pulled  down  stockades. 
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and  committed  other  outrages.  Tlie  cause  of  the  trouble  is  said  to  liave 
beeu  the  refusal  of  Colonel  Ball,  collector  of  customs  at  Sitka,  to  pay 
six  thousaud  blankets  as  indemnity  for  the  lives  of  sixKake-se-tee  men 
employed  as  sealei's  on  the  wrecked  schooner  "  San  Diego."  The  chief 
of  tlie  tribe  then  demanded  six  white  men's  lives,  and  when  that  also 
was  refused,  he  prepared  to  attack  the  settlement.  The  Russian  women 
and  children  were  sent  to  the  home  of  the  priest ;   the  Americans  were 
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housed  in  the  custom  house.  The  men  were  armed  and  prepared  to 
sell  their  lives  dearly.  Annah  Hoots  took  the  side  of  the  Americans, 
and  went  out  with  some  of  his  clan  to  meet  the  attacking  party.  An 
engagement  took  jilace. 

Before  Kath-le-an,  who  went  off  for  reenforcements,  returned,  the. 
British  man-of-war  "  Osprey  "  arrived  in  Sitka  and  furnished  the 
inhabitants  protection.  The  fact  that  American  citizens  had  been 
obliged  to  appeal  for  aid  to  the  soldiers  of  another  nation  was  mortify- 
ing, and  luu'ing  l)cen  severely  criticized  by  tlie  press  of  the  cduntiy. 
led  to  the  station  of  a  United  States  war-vessel  in  the  harbor  of  Sitka. 

All  authorities  agree  as  to  the  shameful  neglect  of  Alaska  and  its 
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iiiliiil)it;uits,  l)utli  unlive  nml  iinrniKriHit,  I)y  llio  T^nitod  States  after 
<Iie  ('(MImIin  IiihI  hceii  a(lii|(tril.  'I'lu'fe  were  no  (•(Hii(s  for  the  settlement 
(iT  law  siiils,  no  laws  wiiicli  could  ln'  iiixukcil;  tlierr  was  no  jurisdiction 
to  ilccidc  title  to  lands;  any  man  |Mecni|)t  in;,'  a  Imldinjif.  and  making' 
expensive  iinjirovenicnts.  was  likely  to  he  on^ti-d  mi  the  strength  of 
a  ruling  hy  the  Secrclarx  t>\'  Slate  that  "  such  claims  ami  settleinonts 
are  iKil  only  without  the  >anc|iiin  of  law.  hut  are  in  direct  violation 
of  the  |)i(i\isi(ins  of  the  laws  of  Congress  applicahlc  to  the  |iiil)lic  do- 
main secured  to  tlic  liiited  States  l)y  any  treaty  made  with  a  foreign 
nation;  and  if  deemed  necessary  and  ailvi^ahle,  inilitary  force  may 
he  used  to  remove  the  intrndei's."  .\o  jialent  could  lie  obtained  to 
mining,  milling,  or  lumhcring  jiropprtios.  No  jjrovision  was  made  for 
the  conveyance  of  rial  estate,  and  no  arrangements  for  any  records. 
Xo  mortgages  could  he  made.  A  man  tlying  in  Alaska  could  not  dis- 
pose of  his  ))i-operty  theic  hy  will.  There  were  no  ))rohate  courts  or 
judges.  It  was  said  that  '•  a  man  might  be  murdered  in  Alaska,  his 
will  be  forged,  and  his  estate  scattered  to  the  four  winds,  and  there 
would  be  no  jiower  to  give  redress."  Xo  debts  could  be  collected. 
TJiere  were  no  mail  facilities. 

lu  such  a  condition  of  lawlessness,  it  is  no  wonder  that  a  writer  like 
General  Greely  declared  that  "  civil  conditions  after  the  departure  of 
the  army  can  not  l)e  iccounted  without  a  .sen.se  of  shame.  A  pande- 
monium of  drunkenness,  disoidei-.  |irn|ieity  destruction  and  personal 
violence  obtained  at  Sitka,  which  eventuated  in  murder,  folh»wed  by 
a  threatened  Indian  uprising,  and  frantic  appeals  for  protection,  which 
was  temporarily  accorded  by  a  British  man-of-war."  Xor  is  it  any 
wonder  that  Mr.  Hall  shoulil  call  Alaska  "  a  country  where  no  man 
could  make  a  legal  will,  own  a  homestead  or  transfer  it.  or  so  much 
as  cut  wood  for  his  fire  without  defying  a  Congi-essional  proliil)ition; 
where  jjolygamy  and  slavery,  and  the  lynching  of  whites  prevailed,  and 
no  legal  authority  to  stay  or  piinish  criminals." 

Attempts  were  ma<le  to  induce  Congress  to  act.  but.  apparently,  no 
one  had  sufficient  interest  or  eloquence  to  melt  the  indifference.  In 
August,  1S7S.  the  "  San  Francisco  Chrouicle,"  after  telling  some  of 
the  outrageous  acts  peri^etrateil  in  .Maska.  within  three  hundred  yards 
of  the  seat  of  United  States  authority,  said  :  —  "  It  is  a  national  shame 
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and  disgrace  that  such  a  condition  of  lawlessness  should  be  suffered  to 
exist  in  a  Territory  of  the  United  States,  and  Congress  can  not  under- 
take a  more  creditable  work  of  legislation  than  providing  a  government 
for  the  people  of  that  outlying  territorj'  of  our  common  country." 

In  October,  1877,  I.  C.  Dennis,  the  alert  and  courageous  collector 
of  customs  at  Fort  Wrangel,  sent  in  a  petition  signed  by  many  resi- 
dents, and  accompanied  by  a  dignified  letter  of  protest.    He  said:  — 

"  This  petition  is  not  our  first  effort  in  sti'iving  to  be  recognized 
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by  the  Government  as  a  people  having  rights  worthy  of  consideration. 
We  have  petitioned  and  repetitioned  to  the  heads  at  Washington  to 
do  something  for  u.s,  and  thus  far  our  iietitions  have  accomplished 
nothing;  hence  we  try  again,  ami  our  prayer  is  that  the  present  Con- 
gress will  enact  a  law  whereby  whites  and  Indians  in  Alaska  may 
obtain  justice.  We,  as  American  citizens,  claim  an  inalienable  right 
that  we  are  entitled  to  protection  in  life  and  property.  Ten  years  have 
elapsed  since  the  acquisition  by  our  Government  of  this  country,  and 
fluring  that  time  the  Government  has  neitlier  encouraged  nor  sanc- 
tioned the  development  of  its  resources.    Nothing  has  been  done  toward 


ALASKA. 


l.WI 


itnprovirif,^  the  comlilioii  of  its  iiilialtiljiiits,  citlicr  inf<'IN!ctii;illy  or  mor- 
ally. All  llial  lias  Imtii  done  lias  lijid  a  tctnli'iu-y  to  staj^iialc  our  <'Oin- 
iiicrcc,  iiiipcijc  ('iit('rijri.-.e,  and  drWasc  and  di-inoializc  the  ii.ativc  inhab- 
itauts." 
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CHAPTER    VII. 
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FEOM  the  first  appointment,  in  1868,  of  treasury  officials  to  look 
after  customs  receipts,  it  was  evident  that  the  new  region  was 
going  to  pay  handsomely  as  an  investment.  The  Alaska  Com- 
mercial Company,  which  succeeded  the  Eussian-American  Company, 
assumed  the  lease  of  the  Pribilof  Islands,  and,  in  1869,  agreed  to  pay 
a  tax  on  seal  skins  and  an  annual  rental.  The  amounts  paid  by  this 
company  alone,  up  to  June,  1876,  amounted  to  nearly  two  millions 
of  dollars.  P)Ut  this  large  return  did  not  awaken  Congress.  That  was 
effected  only  by  the  discovery  of  gold,  in  ever  increasing  quantities. 

In  1884,  the  laws  of  Oregon  were  extended  to  Alaska ;  a  governor 
was  appointed;  also  commissioners,  and  district  courts  were  estab- 
lished; that  is  to  say,  these  improvements  existed  on  paper;  the  means 
for  carr^'ing  them  out  was  not  provided.  Not  until  1899,  when  the  gold 
production  alone  had  risen  to  almost  six  million  dollars  a  year,  did 
Congress  grant  Alaska  its  first  penal  code,  and  a  code  of  criminal  pro- 
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('(■(liiro.  TIh"  I'ollowiti^^  veil'  it  lu-oviilcd  ii  civil  ^oviTiiiiH-iit.  iii;i<ic  llie 
'I'd  ri(<iiv  .1  'ixil  ;iii(l  judicial  district,  and  iiidvcd  tlic  capital  t"ri)iii  Sitka 
to  .liimaii.  Tlic  |ii>\vf'rs  of  tlic  {rovcnior  were  enlarged;  j»rovisir»ri  was 
iii.hIc  lor  caiiii^'  I'oi-  tlic  insane;  district  I'oiiils  wore  established  for 
three  cjistr-icts;  some  atterii|its  weie  in;ide  to  ^etlle  the  laud  <|iM'stioii. 
iin<i  to  |iro\i<ie  for  second.iry  education.  In  I'.l't'i,  when  the  ;(old  pi'o- 
duclion  reached  the  amount  oi'  nioic  than  tw(;uty-t\vo  millions,  Ala.-^ka 
was  linally  recofrni/cd  as  a  Tei  ritor>'  entitled  to  rcj>rcs('ntation  in 
Congi'ess,  hut  it  had  no  |ei;isLiti\ c  hody.  and  still  de|iends  on  ( 'onffffss 
foi'  all  law  anil  lenisLitioii. 

it  is  cei'tainly  a  romance  oi'  liistoiy.  tiial  this  once  d(>si)ised  land, 
which  scnSiblo  nion  iiro])ospd  to  call  "  W'alrussia  "  and  "  Iccltcrgia," 
shonid,  within  less  than  lwent\-  years,  have  added  to  tlie  i-e.sources  of 
the  world  in  ,i;old.  one  hmidicd  and  I'oi-ty-two  millions,  and  nearly 
forty  millions  in  seal  skins;  while  the  grand  total  from  furs,  fisheries, 
and  minerals,  from  ISliS  to  1!)()S,  amounted  to  three  liundred  and 
twenty  seven  million,  five  luindred  and  fifty-tiiree  thousand,  six  liun- 
dred and  thirty  seven  dollars;  to  say  nothinir  of  a  eonstantly  growing 
import  trade  in  coal.  Inmlier,  hardware  and  machinery,  ]irovisions, 
li(|iiors  and  the  like,  which  amounted  to  nearly  sixty  millions  of  dollars 
in  the  last  four  years. 

Ts  it  not  strange,  that  in  \  iew  of  all  this,  in  tlie  very  latest  autliori- 
tative  book  on  .\laska.  the  autlioi-  should  be  compelled  to  make  this 
ai-rai.unment  of  Congress:  — 

"  -Judicial  provisions  are  still  inadequate  to  the  needs  of  the  country. 
In  default  of  a  supreme  territorial  court,  appeals  necessarily  go  to 
the  Ninth  Circuit  of  the  United  States  Court  of  Appeals,  causing  seri- 
ous delays  and  enhanced  expenses.  The  Aleutian  Islands  are  jiracti- 
cally  witliout  courts,  and  the  enormous  area  of  the  third  judicial  dis- 
trict—  the  Tanana  and  ^■ukon  valleys  —  overtaxes  the  judge,  delays 
trials,  and  enormously  increases  costs,  ^finor  cases  are  tried  before 
United  States  conmiissioncrs  —  stationed  at  about  forty  points  —  wht 
are  aii|iointed  and  are  icmovaMe  liy  the  district  judges.  The  power 
of  the  conunissioners  is  great,  as  they  are  conunitting  magistrates,  can 
tn-  civil  eases  involving  values  to  one  thousand  dollars,  and  criminal 
eases  of  certain  classes,  wliere  not  exceeding  a  ye:M''s  imprisonment 
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may  be  imposed.    They  are  also  empowered  to  perform  almost  every 
kind  of  judicial  act  pertaining  to  their  own  localities." 

This  El  Dorado  of  the  north  has  a  hundred  fold  justified  the  pre- 
dictions of  Sumner  and  Seward.  Had  men  of  equal  foresight  and 
ability  been  in  Congress  at  the  time  of  the  so-called  Oregon  compromise 
treaty,  British  Columbia  might  have  been  retained  by  the  United 
States,  and  the  whole  Pacific  coast  from  Southern  California  to  Bering 
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Strait  would  have  been  an  integral  part  of  the  United  States.  But 
even  granting  that  the  claims  of  the  United  States  were  justified,  and 
that  the  whole  disputed  territory  was  ours,  one  need  hardly  go  so  far 
as  to  call  it  an  "  infamous  "  treaty.  The  country  was  better  governed 
by  Canada  than  it  would  have  been  had  the  United  States  taken  pos- 
session of  it,  and  the  power  and  wealth  of  a  friendly  neighboring 
country  is  probably  as  advantageous  to  us  as  if  we  owned  it. 

The  Alaska  purchase  gave  the  United  States  a  strip  of  land,  ten 
marine  leagues  in  width,  from  the  Portland  Canal,  that  is  to  say,  the 
southern  limit  of  Alaska,  to  the  vicinity  of  Mount  St.  Elias.  After 
the  discovery  of  gold  in  tlie  Klondike,  the  Canadians  put  forth  the 
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fliiiiM  tlijit  Uic  so-eallcil  "  lisirre  "  should  be  iiioasurwl  from  tin.-  general 
(lircctidii  of  till'  foast,  and  not  from  the  head  ol'  the  various  ink'ts, 
'rhi>  i|iic,stiiiii  r.iiMi'  iii>  during;;  the  session  of  tin-  Joint  Hi;^li  Commis- 
sion on  till-  set  I  lenient  of  pelagic  fur  sealing,  and  tlie  i<ritish  and 
Canadian  nieinhcrs  sn^:gesfed  fliat  Hie  I'liited  States  should  transfer 
to  Canada,  I'yianiid  I  la  ilmr.  tiie  lie>t  (jn  tliat  eoast,  ami  a  .strij)  of  land 
across  the  "  lisiere,"  tiius  giving  a  desirahle  i-oute  tn  the  Yukon.  The 
question  canic  up  anaiii  in  I'.in;;.  .nid  the  majority  of  the  Commissioners 
decided  that  the  ('anadiaiis  had  no  riy-ht  to  the  wateis  of  any  of  the 
inlets,  and  that  the  oriLcinal  treaty  l)et\veen  Hussia  ami  flreat  I'.ritain 
meant  that  tlic  stiip  transfen-ed  to  the  United  States  was  intenck'd  to 
separate  tiie  hays,  ports,  iidets,  and  waters  of  the  Pacific,  north  of 
British  Colnnihia,  from  the  I'ritish  possessions. 

Had  the  United  Stiites  Congress  realized  that  climatic  conditions 
in  the  far  northwest  corresponded  generally  to  those  in  the  northwest 
of  Kui'opc,  that  the  influence  of  tlie  warm  Kuro  Sjwo.  or  .lapaii  current, 
is  much  the  same  on  the  coast  of  I5ritish  Coluiiihia  and  i<\'  Alaska  as 
that  of  tlie  (iiilf  Stream  is  on  France  ami  England,  there  might  have 
been  more  iiderest  felt  in  those  distant  regions. 

Tlie  first  gold  jirodiiction  from  Alaska,  of  any  account,  was  extracted 
from  placers  at  Windham  Bay  and  Powers  Creek,  north  of  Fort  Wran- 
gel.  Miners,  who  had  been  disappointed  in  the  newly  discovered  Cas- 
siar  mines,  went  pros]iecting  and  took  out  about  forty  thou.sand  dol- 
lars' worth  in  1870.  Ten  years  later,  .loe  Juneau  and  Richard  Harri.s 
were  sent  by  X.  A.  Fuller  of  Sitka  to  investigate  the  coa.stal  belt  be- 
tween "Windham  Bay  and  Sullivan  Island  in  Southeastern  Alaska.  By 
the  middle  of  August  they  reached  Gold  Creek,  and  found  rich  gravels 
and  ipiartz  containing  free  gold.  From  ledges  which  they  investigated, 
they  brought  away  nearly  half  a  ton  of  ore,  and  staking  six  placer 
claims  and  a  dozen  and  more  ipiartz  claims  for  their  emjiloyers  and 
themselves,  they  returned  with  their  prize  to  Sitka  in  November.  In 
spite  of  approaching  winter,  a  stami^ede  of  excited  miners  followed. 
Many  locations  were  made,  and  this  was  the  beginning  of  the  present 
capital  of  .\laska.  The  t'ollowing  year,  the  "  Treadwell  "  and  other 
paying  mines  were  locate<l.  and  the  town  hail  a  ]->ermanent  population. 
Its  first  name  was  Rockwell,  aftei-wards  Harrisburg.  but  the  seventy- 
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two  miners  who  held  a  meeting  in  December,  1881,  voted  to  call  it 
Juneau,  in  honor  of  the  elder  of  the  two  discoverers,  and  the  district 
was  called  after  Harris.  In  two  years'  time,  Juneau  was  the  mining 
centre  of  Alaska. 

The  famous  Paris  lode,  on  Douglas  Island,  was  transferred  to  John 
Treadwell  by  its  original  discoverer  for  the  sum  of  five  dollars.    Before 
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the  new  owner  could  establish  his  rights  to  hard-rock  mining,  i)lacer- 
miners,  who  disputed  them,  had  washed  out  several  thousand  dollars' 
worth  of  free  gold.  Many  of  them  made  handsome  returns  with  an 
ordinary  shovel  and  sluice-box. 

The  ore  was  of  not  very  high  grade,  and  a  number  of  stamps  were 
erected,  at  large  expense,  and  never  worked.  Treadwell.  however,  as- 
sociated with  himself  San  Francisco  cjiititalists,  and,  after  obtaining 
what  was  regarded  as  sufficient  ore  to  warrant  the  expenditure,  a  mill 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty  stamps  was  erected  in  1887.  The  returns 
from  tlie  Treadwell  properties  had  amounted  to  not  less  thaii  twenty- 
four  million  dollars  in  1903.  That  was  exclusive  of  returns  fi-om  other 
mines  in  the  same  belt. 
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'I'lic  iinisl  cxcitiii;^  ami  diariiatir  cii'isimIc  in  tin-  liiHtoiy  of  Alaskn 
was  till'  1 1  i. SCO  very  of  jfnld  Dti  the  shores  of  that  rlcsohitc  far  northern 
(listi'ici'separatiiii,'  I'.crinn'  Sea  from  tlir  Ari'tir  <  )ceaii.  and  now  named 
Seward  rciiin^iila,  in  hnnnr  nf  the  ^rcat  Srerrtary  of  Statf.  Me. 
All'ii'il  II.  r.inoks,  ill  his  interestinff  .skc'tdi  of  the  milling  iixinslry  of 
file  ScwanI  I '('ninsiija,  says:  — 

"  A  decade  a^o,  Seward  I'eiiiiiMila  was  little  more  tiiaii  a  barren 
waste,  ini)ien|iled  except  for  a  few  hundred  lOskiriios  and  a  score  of 
wliitc  men,  wliereas  it  is  now  the  scene  of  intense  comiiu'rcial  activity, 
siippdrtiiii;'  a  pi'iniancnt  pnpiiLilinn  of  threi'  or  four  thousand  people, 
which  in  siminici'  is  ninic  tiian  dmililrd.  'I'licn.  the  if^loo  of  the  I'-skiniOS 
and  a  mission  were  the  only  permanent  hahitations;  now.  a  well-built 
town,  witii  all  tiie  ad.jiiucts  of  civili/.atinn,  looks  out  on  I'erintr  Sea, 
and  a  dozen  smaller  settlements  are  scattered  through  the  peninsula. 
This  region,  wliieli  then  produced  nothing  except  a  few  furs,  now  in- 
creases the  wealth  id'  the  world  annually  by  nearly  eight  million  dollai-s. 
A  decade  ago,  the  only  communication  witli  the  civilized  world  was 
througli  the  annual  visit  of  tlie  Arctic  whaling  fleet  and  tlie  revenue 
cutter;  now,  a  score  of  ocean  liner-  pl\  between  Nome  and  Puget  Sound 
during  the  summi'r  months,  ;ind  even  in  wintei-  a  weekly  mail  .service 
is  maintained  by  dog  teams.  Mdreovcr.  military  telegiajih  lines,  cables 
and  wireless  systems,  and  a  private  telephone  system,  keep  all  parts 
of  the  peninsula  in  close  touch  with  the  outer  world.  Railways,  con- 
necting some  of  the  inland  mining  centres  with  tide  water,  traverse 
regions  which  a  few  years  ago  were  almost  unknown  to  white  men." 

The  first  survey  of  the  coast  line  of  the  Seward  Peninsula  was  made 
by  Captain  Cook  in  1778.  Russians  naturally  first  encountered  this 
region  because  its  westernmost  jwint.  Cape  Prince  of  Wales,  lies  almost 
within  siglit  of  Siberia.  Their  tii-st  trading-post  was  established  on 
St.  Michael's  Islaml  in  1^:'.."),  tnit  little  was  done  toward  exploring  the 
interior  until  thirty  years  later,  when  I'>aroii  von  Bendeleben,  in  search- 
ing foi-  a  i>ractical  telegraph  route,  ascended  the  Xiukluk  River,  crossed 
the  itortage  to  the  Kruzgamepa  and  reached  Port  Clarence,  where  tlie 
whaling  fleet  had  its  suuuner  rendezvous.  According  to  "William  H. 
Libby.  who  was  a  member  of  this  expedition.  Baron  von  Bendeleben 
found  alluvial  gold  on  tlie  Xiukluk  River,  but  little  importance  was 
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attributed  to  this  discovery.  In  1881,  Jolin  C.  Green,  with  a  party 
of  natives,  traced  the  source  of  the  leaden  bullets  that  were  in  use  in 
the  eastern  part  of  the  peninsula.  He  followed  up  the  river  that  emp- 
ties into  Golofnin  Bay,  and  there  located  the  mine  of  Galena,  and  or- 
ganized a  company  to  exploit  it,  under  the  title  of  the  Alaska  Gold 
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and  Silver,  Milling  and  Trading  Company.  Some  ore  was  shipped, 
but  the  mine  is  said  never  to  have  paid  its  expenses. 

An  employee  of  the  company,  named  Sanderson,  found  alluvial  gold 
on  the  Niukluk  in  1892;  natives  also  had  reported  its  presence  in  the 
Nome  region.  Even  when  the  luring  wealth  of  the  Klondike  gold 
placers  drew  men  by  the  tens  of  thousands  to  the  interior  of  Alaska, 
and  bands  of  prospectors,  enduring  eveiy  kind  of  hardship,  were 
searching  all  the  tributaries  of  tlio  mighty  Yi;kon.  the  rumors  of  gold 
on  the  Seward  Peninsula  had  not  as  yet  spread  beyond  its  confines. 

Prospectors,  who  had  failed,  gradually  di-ifted  into  this  region. 
About  fifteen  hundred  men  tried  their  fortune  in  the  region  of  Kotze- 
bue  Sound,  north  of  the  peninsula,  and   failing,  made  their  way  to 
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JifIiii  hcxtcr's  tiadiii^  post  on  (iolnriiiii  l'.;i>'.  I»<'\tcr  IijhI  t;iiit,'lit  soiiio 
(if  Ihc  iiJitivcs  liow  to  WJisli  (iiil   ;i   |i;iii  i>\'  iliit,  .iihI  .111    Ivskiino,  iiiimk-iI 

'I'diii   (fii.iiirk,    whil a    (isliiii;;:  or   liiniliii,!;   I  rip.    in    AiiKtisI,    1S!)7, 

broilfflit  liack  a  half  nimrc  n\'  i^mld  diisl  wliicli  he  had  tniiiid  on  Opliir 
Creek.  In  tin'  rollnwinn-  Sciilcnilicr.  I»anicl  l>.  Lihby,  wIk)  liad  heen 
;i  iniMiilici-  of  iIm'  r.cndi'lchm  expedition  ol"  ISdd,  and  lliree  otlier  men, 
who  had  lieen  sent  li\  San  k'lani'i^i'o  cMpilalists  lo  try  llieii-  Inek  in 
"  grnl)  staking."  landed  al  d'ohifnin  I'.ay  and  saw  this  f^old.  They 
cnsiiu'ed  the  I'lskinio,  'I'diii  (luaiiek.  as  a  f;nide.  and  lie  h-d  tlieni  to  the 
ei'eek.  when"  I  hey  lound  lliat  his  diseovory  was  no  droani.  They,  and 
other  adventurers,  sjient  months  in  prosjjeetin.ir.  and  in  April  of  the 
next  year  called  a  "  miners'  meeting  and  organized  tlie  '  Discoveiy 
District,'  "  and  elected  a  recorder;  all  in  aeiurdar:ce  with  the  e>tal)- 
lishcd  custom  in  such  cases.  Althouuli  the  miners  were  ill-equipped 
I'or  thcii'  work,  tliey  mana,i;-eil  to  make  -~luice-boxes  from  the  spruce 
timber  which  the  region  ])rovided,  and  these  pioneers,  who  may  have 
numbered  two  or  tliree  liundi-ed  men.  took  out  during  the  first  season 
])er]iaps  one  liundred  thousand  dollars'  worth  of  the  ])recious  metal. 
But  the  news  of  it  <lid  not  excite  interest  even  at  Rt.  Michael's,  only 
a  hundred  miles  away  -  a  fact  explained  liy  Mi-.  .\llVed  II.  Brooks, 
who  was  there  at  tlu^  time,  for  the  two  fdlil  reason  that  '"  tlie  first 
Alaskan  pnhlic  had  liecouie  tired  of  unl'ounde(l  rumois  of  rich  dis- 
coveries, and,  second,  the  excavations  on  Ophir  Creek  had  not,  by  any 
means,  gone  far  enough  to  prove  the  great  richness  of  its  gravels." 

It  having  been  reported  that  a  government  reindeer-hunter  had  dis- 
covered coarse  gold  on  the  Siimk  Kiver.  which  is  one  of  the  largest 
of  the  southern  watersheds  of  the  peninsula,  four  men  started  out  in 
a  small  boat,  and  were  storm-bound  near  what  is  now  the  town  of  Nome. 
They  found  specimens  of  fine  and  even  coarse  gold  on  the  bar  of  Snake 
River,  and  on  wliat  was  afterwards  called  Snake  Creek.  This  did  not 
satisfy  them,  and  1he\  pmceeiled  to  Sinuk.  there  finding  nothing.  So 
all  of  them  returned  to  (iolot'nin  l.ay.  .1.  .T.  Brynteson,  one  of  the 
party,  a  native  of  Sweden,  and  an  experienced  coal  and  iron  miner, 
who  had  come  to  Alaska  to  prospect  for  coal,  was  not  satisfied  with 
the  hasty  survey  of  the  Snake  River  district,  and  in  September,  with 
two  other  men,  he  tiuietly  set  out  for  a  closer  investigation.     His  two 
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companions  were  a  fellow  Swede,  Erik  0.  Lindblom,  a  tailor  by  pvo- 
fessiou,  who  had  been  lured  to  Kotzebue  Sound  by  fabulous  reports 
of  gold  there;  and  Jafet  Lindeberg,  a  native  of  Norway,  who  had 
come  to  Alaska  to  help  Dr.  Sheldon  Jackson  in  procuring  reindeer. 
Lindeberg  gives  a  simple  and  graphic  account  of  the  world-famous 
discovery  which  be  and  his  two  companions  made :  — 

"  "We  three  men  met  bv  chance  at  Ccfuncil  Citv,  in  August,  1898," 
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he  says  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  F.  L.  Hess  of  the  Government  Survey,  "  and 
after  prospecting  aroimd  in  that  district  for  some  time  and  staking 
claims,  formed  a  prospecting  companionship,  and  decided  to  prospect 
over  a  wider  range  of  territory.  Even  at  this  early  date,  the  Council 
City  District  was  overrun  by  stampeders,  and  staked  to  the  mountain 
tops;  so  we  proceeded  to  Golofnin  Bay,  and  taking  a  largo  o]ien  boat 
and  an  outfit  of  provisions,  on  September  11,  1898,  started  up  the  coast 
toward  Port  Clai'ence,  stopping  at  the  various  rivers  to  prospect  on 
the  way,  in  which  wo  found  signs  of  gold  lint  not  in  paying  quantities, 
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ami  liiinlly  ;inivcd  .'il  \vli;il  is  now  kiu)\vii  a.^  tin-  town  of  Xoiik;,  J-'rom 
tlicif  we  |ii<)cccilc(|  ii|i  Sii;il<('  l{ivc'r,  wliidi  we  ri;iiii<'<l,  aiul  camped  at 
tin'  iiiiiiitli  of  (ilaciiT  ( 'rccli,  |)ros|icctiii^  as  we  wi-nt  aloii^.  'J'Im'  first 
ciii-diM  ai;iiij;-  siy;iis  of  i^olil  we  I'niiinl  on  the  lianks  of  Snakf  liivtT  wcro 
al  .iliniit  llic  |il:icc  wlicii'  Liiiic's  iiiinipiiiK  plant  is  now  iocaliMl.  Art<'r 
localini;-  (iiir  caiiip  as  iicforc  nii'iitioncd  we  pi-occci|i'(|  in  pi-ospect  along 
tlic  I  liliiilaiics  of  Snake  iJivcr,  wliidi  trihutarios  we  named  as  follows: 
Anvil  (  rrck  (lakini,^  tin-  riatnr  Ironi  an  anvil-sliapod  rock  which  stands 
on  tiic  Minunlaiii  on  tlic  cast  side  of  the  creek),  Snow  Oulcli,  Glacier 
Cicck,  iidck  ( 'ici'k,  am!  hry  < 'I'cck-.  in  all  of  which  we  fonnd  gold  in 
paying  i|uanlilii'.s,  and  piocccded  to  locate  claims,  first  on  Anvil  Creek, 
hecause  we  found  hetter  prospects  in  that  creek  than  in  the  others,  and 
wlicic  we  located  the  '  discovery  claim  '  in  the  name  of  us  three  jointly. 
In  addition  to  this,  each  man  staked  a  scpai-ate  claim  in  his  own  name 
on  the  creek.  This  was  the  nni\-ei>al  custom  in  .Maska,  as  it  was  con- 
ceded that  the  discoverer  was  entitled  to  a  discoveiy  claim  and  one 
other.  After  locating  on  Anvil  Creek,  claims  were  staked  on  Snow 
(Julch,  Ory  Creek,  and  Kock  Creek,  after  which  we  returned  to  Golof- 
nin  r>ay  and  T'cpoi'ted  the  discovei'y. 

'■  It  was  tlu'U  decided  to  form  a  mining- dist  licf.  so  we  three  original 
discoverers  organized  a  party,  taking  with  us  Dr.  A.  X.  Kittleson, 
(i.  W.  Price.  P.  II.  Anderson,  and  a  few  others,  again  proceeded  to 
Nome  in  a  small  schooner  which  we  chartered  at  Golofnin  Bay,  i)nr- 
chasing  as  many  piovisions  as  we  could  cany  on  the  boat,  and  on  our 
arrival  the  Cape  Nome  mining  district  was  organized,  aiid  hi-.  A.  X. 
Kittleson  elected  tlie  first  recorder.  Kules  were  formulated,  after 
which  the  party  prospected  and  staked  claims,  finally  returning  to 
Golofnin  Bay  for  winter  ([uarters.  The  news  spread  like  wildfire,  and 
soon  a  wild  stampede  was  made  to  the  new  diggings  from  Council  City, 
St.  Michael,  anil  the  far-off  \'nkon. 

"  At  this  period  very  few  mining  men  wei-e  in  the  country,  the  new- 
comers in  many  instances  being  from  every  trade  known.  The  con- 
sequence of  this  was  soon  well  known;  a  few  men  with  a  smattering 
of  education  gave  their  own  interpretation  to  the  mining  laws,  hence 
.iumping  mining  claims  soon  became  an  active  industry.  Especially 
from  Council  City  came  the  jumpers,  who  were  the  original  men  John 
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Dexter,  by  an  Eskimo,  had  guided  to  the  first  discovery  of  gold  on 
the  Seward  Peninsula.  They  were  angry  to  think  that  they  had 
not  been  taken  in  at  the  beginning,  so  a  few  of  them  promptly  jumped 
nearly  every  claim  on  Anvil  'Creek,  although  there  was  an  abundance 
of  vacant  and  unlocated  ground  left  which  has  since  proved  to  be  more 
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valuable  than  the  origiual  claims  located  by  us  and  our  second  party 
who  helped  us  to  form  the  district.  This  jumping,  or  relocating  of 
claims  by  the  parties  above  named,  poisoned  the  minds  of  all  the  new- 
comers against  every  original  locator  of  mining  claims,  and  as  a  con- 
sequence every  original  claim  was  relocated  by  from  one  to  a  dozen 
different  parties. 


THE    DOC    TKA.M    THAT    MADK    TIIK    HKniHI)    THII'    FHDM    .SKATrl.E    TO    NOME,    IN    AI'HIL, 

lOOC,   35    DAYS. 


CllAl'I'i:!,'     \'III. 
OUTSTDERS    AXP    IN'STDERS    AT    NOME. 

Ml.'.  .\LI'K'i;i)  II.  I'.lv'doKS  .Icscribos  tlie  excitiriia:  period  that 
followed  :  -  ••  .Mi'jiiiwliilc,  in  the  early  summer,  there  was  any- 
tliini,'  liiit  a  contented  coniniunity  at  Nome.  The  newcomers 
had  found  tin-  wliolc  rciiioii  covered  with  location  notices  and  very 
little  miiiiiii;-  bcini;  done.  The  professional  claim  stakers  had  followed 
their  usual  jiractice  of  blanketing  the  creeks  with  location  notices, 
under  powers  of  attorney,  and  then  holding  many  claims  witliout  doing 
any  prospect iuii-.  in  the  liopc  of  being  able  to  take  advantage  of  any 
discoveries  made  by  the  labors  of  others.  In  the  early  part  of  July 
probably  less  than  seven  hundred  men  were  actually  engaged  in  mining, 
while  upward  of  a  thousand  were  idle,  with  neither  prospect  of  em- 
ployment as  miners  nor  ojiportunity  to  prospect  in  the  district.  It 
should  1h'  remembered  that  at  that  time  gold  had  been  found  in  only 
a  very  small  area  adjacent  to  Anvil  ("reek.  These  idle  men  believed 
that  many  of  the  locations  wore  illegal,  as  they  unquestionably  were 
under  a  strict  interpretation  of  the  statutes,  for  as  the  law  requires 
an  actual  discovery  of  gold  on  each  claim  it  is  obvious  that  a  man  who 
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staked  twenty  to  thirty  claims  in  a  few  days  conid  not  have  determined 
the  presence  of  gold  in  them.  It  was  also  charged  that  many  claims 
had  been  located  by  aliens  and  were  therefore  not  legal  preemptions. 
Under  these  conditions  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  that  an  era  of  '  claim 
jumping  '  began,  during  which  practically  every  property  of  any  pro- 
spective value  was  restaked.  It  was  then  not  uncommon  to  find  a  claim 
corner  marked  by  lialf  a  dozen  stakes,  each  of  whicli  represented  a 
different  claimant. 

"  The  nearest  United  States  commissioner  was  at  St.  Michael,  and 
there  was  therefore  practically  no  means  of  enforcing  civil  law.  In 
fact,  there  were  no  representatives  of  the  Government  at  Nome  except 
an  officer  and  a  small  detachment  of  soldiers  which  had  been  sent  over 
from  the  army  post  at  St.  Michael  in  the  spring.  On  the  commandant 
of  this  handful  of  soldiers  rested  the  responsibility  of  maintaining  law 
and  order  among  a  thousand  discouraged  and  angry  men,  a  task  made 
all  the  more  difficult  because  he  was  without  any  actual  legal  authority. 
He  deserves  credit  for  meeting  the  situation  as  far  as  it  lay  in  his 
power  by  patrolling  property  to  which  there  were  rival  claimants  and 
by  attemjjting  to  settle  the  constantly  rising  disputes,  l^iseontent  was 
rife,  and  matters  went  from  bad  to  worse.  July  10  a  so-called  '  miners' 
meeting  '  was  called  for  the  purpose  of  discussing  the  situation,  and 
a  resolution  was  there  presented  setting  fortli  the  grievances  of  those 
who  believed  that  the  claim  locations  had  not  been  made  in  accordance 
with  the  United  States  statutes.  While  it  must  be  admitted  that  the 
unlimited  staking  was  undoubtedly  illegal,  yet  this  meeting  was  mainly 
attended  by  those  who,  for  one  reason  or  another,  had  not  succeeded 
in  getting  hold  of  placer  claims.  .  .  . 

"  This  meeting,  though  no  doubt  tending  to  increase  the  dissatis- 
faction, was  entirely  within  the  legal  rights  of  the  individuals  who 
believed  that  they  had  been  wronged.  Therefore  the  peremptory  dis- 
persing of  the  crowd  attendant  at  the  meeting  by  the  commandant  of 
the  troops  was  a  high-handed  proceeding,  entirely  imwarranted  either 
in  law  or  e(iuity.  The  tension  grew  day  by  day,  and  conflicts  between 
rival  claim  owners  became  not  infrequent." 

The  military  authorities  had  been  sent  over  to  Nome  from  St.  Mi- 
chael's, at  the  request  of  Dr.  A.  N.  Kittleson,  the  recoi'der  of  the  dis- 
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tricl,  wlio  r('|>nrt('(l  tliat  the  (>ri;;iiiiil  "  >^t;il<cr<,"  wliilc  iilliMiiptin;:.  l-i 
work  tlii'ir  rlniiii^,  "  wen-  nlilifj;('(l  tn  .-.timil  over  tlii-m  with  k""^  ■''"  tlio 
time  to  prcM'tit  lliciii  I'liiiii  ln-iiifr  ovcrniii  hy  parlios  of  jraiiildcrs.  jtro- 
I'cssioiial  .jiiinpcrs,  aii'l  hIIk'I'  lill'iall." 

'I'lic  oiitsiilrrs  (Iciiiainlr.l  tlial  tlir  nrifiinal  claiiiis.  wliidi  liad  liccri 
laid  imt  tliiitccii  Iminlicil  ami  twciily  liy  >i\  liuinlii'fl  ;iiiil  sixty  I'lM-t, 
accnrdiiin'  to  tiic  statute.  sJKPiild  lie  icdiiccil  t(i  li\c  li mid ii^l  feci  in 
Iciijjtli,  ami  they  pi-oposod  ti)  dn  >i>  li.v  ['nyn-.  At  tin-  iiiiiitT.s'  inciting, 
a  rosohitioii  was  introduced  dcclariiifj:  all  locations  void,  and  it  was 
arranjjcd  that  as  snoii  as  it  was  passed,  the  im-ii  wlin  liail  Ix-cn  stationed 
on  ,\nvil  .Mnimlaiii  shuiild  lie  iiutiticd  hy  a  hoiilirc  at  Xoinc.  Tliey 
could  then  rush  down  and  icstako  tho  claim.s  on  Anvil  Creek,  The 
rKMitcnaiit  and  two  of  his  men.  who  wei-e  stationed  on  the  platform, 
otdei-ed  that  the  resolution  should  he  witlnlrawn  within  two  minutes. 
This  was  done,  l>ut,  nevertheless,  many  of  the  claims  were  Jumped, 
and  ijave  rise  to  long  litigation.  The  Company  is  said  to  have  sjjent 
more  tii;in  two  liundred  thousand  dollars  in  lawyers'  and  court  fees 
(o  I'elain  its  jjrojjcrty, 

Mr.  P)rooks  continues  the  story:  —  "The  situation  was  suddenly 
relieved  in  an  uue.\i)ected  manner.  It  was  accidentally  discovered  that 
tlie  beach  sands  were  rich  in  gold.  Tt  ajipears  that  the  beach  placers 
were  found  almost  simultaneou>ly  liy  a  soldier  of  the  barracks  and 
.lohii  Hummel,  an  old  Idaho  prosjiector  who  was  too  sick  to  leave  the 
coast.  Within  a  i'ow  days  the  unitterings  of  discontent  were  almost 
silenced  because  it  was  found  that  good  wages  could  be  made  with 
rockers  on  the  beach.  All  tin-  idle  men  went  to  work  as  fast  as  they 
could  obtain  implements.  As  it  gradually  became  known  that  the  beach 
sands  for  several  miles  -were  gold  bearing  and  could  be  made  to  yield 
from  $20  to  $100  a  day  to  the  man.  a  veritable  frenzy  seized  the  people 
of  Nome.  A  large  i^art  of  the  |)opulation  went  to  work  with  shovels 
and  rockeis.  Puiing  the  lieii;lit  of  the  excitement  it  is  estimated  that 
there  were  2,000  men  engaged  in  beach  mining.  The  yield  of  the  beach 
placers  is  estimated  at  more  than  $1,000,000.  and  this  was  practically 
all  taken  out  with  hand  rockers  in  less  than  two  months," 

Th(^  town  on  the  beach  was  first  called  Anvil  City;  during  the  sum- 
mer of  ISOO,  it  was  renamed  Nome,  possibly  from  the  Eskimo  word 
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"  Kinome,"  signifying  "  I  don't  know;  "  and  its  population  of  more 
ttian  three  tliousand  was  sheltered  in  sucli  shacks  as  could  be  secured. 
Lumber  at  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  a  thousand  made  frame  houses 
luxuries  for  only  the  very  prosperous.  Coal  at  one  hundred  dollars 
a  ton  was  not  in  the  reacli  of  all.  The  driftwood  on  the  beach  was 
husbanded  as  if  it  were  gold.    The  tents,  sliacks  and  cabins  stretched 
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along  a  muddy  street  for  a  mile,  Hanked  by  the  treeless  Siberian  tun- 
dra, and  facing  tlie  wild  surf  of  the  cold,  shallow  sea. 

Corner  lots,  witli  titles  as  uncertain  as  the  shifting  sands,  were  sold 
as  high  as  ten  thousand  dollars.  The  population  met  and  elected  a 
Mayor  and  Town  Council,  and  by  common  consent,  this  City  Govern- 
ment, though  without  definite  legal  authority,  made  and  enforced  suit- 
able ordinances.  A  Fire  Department  and  Police  Department  were 
organized;  the  Groverunieut  established  a  Post  Office;  and  tlie  "  Nome 
News,"  the  first  newspaper,  began  publication.  Wages  were  i)aid  as 
high  as  two  dollars  m\  hour.  Though  there  were  dozens  of  saloons 
and  gambling-houses,  where  many  a  successful  adventurer  spent  at 
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iii^lit  ;ill  that  lie  had  •^ni  diiiiii;,'  tlie  day,  still  tlic  couditioii  of  alTairs 
scciiicd  amply  to  Jiislily  (Iciici'al  (Jreoly's  a.s.scrtion  "  that  as  a  wiiole, 
the  inhaliilants  of  .\la>ka  arc  ihr  most  la\v-al)idiii>?  body  of  men  "  that 
could  he  I'oiiiiil.  'rhcic  was  a  '^y(':\\  deal  of  iiirie.ss  from  the  effects  of 
exposure,  and  especially  i'roni  an  e|)idciiiie  of  typhoid  fever  caused  by 
till'  nse  of  the  surface  water  of  the  liindia. 

The  lesiilt  of  the  exfitemeut  aroused  by  the  ai  rival  at  Seattle  of  some 
three  million  dollars'  worth  of  ^old  is  well  described  l)y  Mr.  Brook.s:  — 
"  Professional  promoters  and  stock  .jol)})ers  wore  not  backward  in 
tnkiup:  advniitaj^e  of  this  excitement,  and  there  was  tiie  usual  crop  of 
(lanil)oyaiit  ])rospectusos.  Scores  of  companies  were  incorporated  to 
mine  .sj^olil  at  .\'on:e  and  much  stock  was  sold.  Tliough  not  a  few  of 
those  ventures  were  intended  to  lie  lej,^itiniale  enterprises,  practically 
all  of  tlieni  were  doomed  to  failure  because  of  the  complete  ignorance 
(ui  the  pai-t  of  many  of  the  promoters  of  tiie  chaiacti-r  of  the  deposits, 
suitable  inetli<tds  of  mining,  and  genei-al  commercial  conditions. 
Beach-mining  enterprises  were  tlie  favorite  because  of  the  supposed 
richness  of  the  placers,  and  esjiecially  because  no  capital  was  re<|uirod 
to  ])urcliase  claims.  The  almost  incredible  record  of  the  first  year's 
beach  mining  aiipealed  to  the  i)0i)ular  mind,  and  its  interest  was  main- 
tained through  the  newspapers  and  through  transportation  and  mining 
companies'  circulars,  which  jmblishod  the  most  ]treposterous  state- 
ments. Not  a  few  socalled  mining  experts  asserted  that  the  gold 
in  the  beach  was  inexhaustible  because  the  supply  was  constantly  re- 
newed by  the  waves  from  the  ocean  bottom.  It  was  easy  to  main- 
tain that,  if  a  man  with  a  rocker  could  make  $20  a  day  on  the  beach, 
a  i)laiit  whicli  could  handle  twenty  times  as  much  material  would  yield 
untold  wealth.  There  was  a  flood  of  gold-saving  devices,  varying  from 
a  patent  gold  pan  lumg  on.  a  i)ivot  and  turned  by  a  crank  to  complex 
aggregates  of  wheels,  pumps,  sieves,  and  belts,  which  required  a  100- 
horsepower  engine  for  their  operation. 

"  '  The  golden  sands  of  Xome  '  was  the  slogan  which  inspired  thou- 
sands to  engage  passage  for  the  El  Dorado  months  in  advance  of  the 
sailings,  teaching  Nome  was  far  easier  than  going  to  the  Klondike, 
for  the  gold  seeker  could  be  landed  at  his  destination  from  an  ocean 
steamer.    Here  there  was  no  winnowing  of  the  persevering  and  enter- 
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prising  from  the  shiftless  and  indolent  as  at  the  Chilkoot  Pass  (the 
gateway  of  the  Klondike).  In  consequence,  the  crowd  of  men  that 
reached  Nome  were  less  well  fitted  for  frontier  life  than  those  who 
went  to  Dawson. 

"  In  1900  the  ice  on  Bering  Sea  broke  early,  and  some  small  vessels 
skirting  the  shoreward  side  of  the  ice  floes  dropped  anchor  at  Nome 
the  latter  part  of  May,  but  the  large  steamers  did  not  arrive  until  the 
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middle  of  June.  By  July  1  ujiwai'd  of  50  vessels  had  discharged  pas- 
sengers and  freight  on  the  beach.  It  is  estimated  that  the  first  and 
second  sailings  brought  over  20,000  people  to  the  peninsula.  There 
was  then  a  solid  row  of  tents  stretching  along  five  miles  of  the  beach, 
and  the  water  front  was  piled  higli  with  freight  of  all  kinds.  The 
newcomers  found  little  to  encourage  them.  Those  that  had  wintered 
in  the  peninsula  had  industriously  extended  their  stakes  so  that  a  man 
could  travel  for  days  and  hardly  be  out  of  sight  of  a  location  notice. 
To  add  to  the  discouragement  and  confusion,  smallpox  was  introduced 
from  one  of  the  vessels,  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  prom]>t  action  of 
Capt.  D.  H.  Jarvis,  of  the  Revenue-Cutter  Service,  it  would  have  be- 
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conio  n  scridiis  cpiilciiiic.  'Plic  iiicxporioiifcd  iiioii  wlin  larnlf'<|  ;i1  Nomk-, 
Tinl  liiiiliii^i  I  he  i;i  Dorado  tlicii'  raiiiMcs  iijid  j»aiiitc<l,  were  loiid  in  tlicir 
dcniiiirijiiion  of  llic  icffion.  Many  in  tiio  (•«)nrs('  of  a  W'w  days'  trainp- 
iii.n'  of  the  lic.icli  licciiiic  sclf-stylod  pxpertfi  on  |)l.iccr  ininiiifif  and  stron- 
iiously  ,iiiiiniiiiic(|  tli.il  the  aiiiircroMs  <;ravcls  of  the  peninsula  had 
pi'.'icl  ic;ill\    hccn  cxliaiislcd. 

'•  Ihiiirii;  llic  month  of  July  every  eonceivablo  kind  of  gohl-savinj? 
:i|i|ihaMce  was  inslaNed  oil  Ihe  shore,  l)nt  few  oxcept  those  of  simplest 
design  paid  e\-en  limning;  expenses.  Xevei-tlieiess  there  ean  he  no  r|ues- 
tion  that  a  strong  company  controllinf^  a  eonsideraljlo  strip  of  the 
beaeii  could  hy  the  use  of  steam  shovels  liave  jirofitahiy  extracted  what 
gold  had  hccii  left  in  the  sands.  But  undci  the  conditions  of  public 
owiiersliip  of  the  licadi,  if  values  were  found  in  any  given  locality,  men 
swai'med  in  with  rockers  and  ipiickjy  \voi-kei!  it  out.  This  made  it 
impossible  to  extract  the  beach  gold  at  a  i)rofit  by  other  than  liirht 
e(inii>nients  readily  nioxabie  from  one  rich  spot  to  anothei'. 

"  Probably  the  most  ill-conceived  enterprise.^  were  those  planned  to 
dredge  gold  under  the  soa.  Tliongli  the  upper  layer  of  these  sands  is 
nioi'e  oi-  less  aiiiifcrous,  the  dilliculties  of  excavation  are  such  as  to 
make  it  imiiroliahlc  that  it  can  be  i)roiital)ly  mined.  'I'he  severe  storms 
and  lack  of  shelter  jirevent  the  use  of  dredges,  except  possibly  during 
one  month  in  the  year.  Many  of  these  dredging  schemes  were  based 
on  a  tlieory  (held  by  some  who  were  entirely  ignorant  of  the  origin 
of  the  beach  gold  and  who  refused  to  be  inst lucteil)  that  the  auriferou.s 
sands  are  swept  in  from  the  sea.  .  .  .  On  August  9  a  sevei'e  south- 
westerly storm  practically  demolished  the  more  elaborate  appliances 
for  gold  saving  and  strewed  the  beach  for  miles  with  debris.  This 
ended  beach  mining  foi-  that  year  except  where  the  simplest  ap]iaratus 
was  in  use." 

The  enormous  amount  of  litigation,  caused  by  jumping  of  claims 
and  the  actions  of  so-called  "  pencil  and  hatchet  men,"  who  located 
claims,  not  for  legitimate  mining  but  for  speculative  lnu^10ses.  finally 
induced  the  Government  to  form  a  new  judicial  district,  and  appoint 
a  Federal  .hidge.  This  court,  however,  jiroved  to  be  corrupt:  among 
its  questioiiabli>  acts  was  the  placing  of  receivers  over  valuable  prop- 
erty, "  from  which  they  extracted  gold,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  they 
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were  without  bond,  and  that  the  rightful  owners  liad  no  check  on  the 
amount  of  gold  being  taken  out. ' ' 

This  distrust  of  the  judiciary,  so  well-founded,  kept  capital  from 
investing  in  large  enterprises,  and  the  influx  of  thousands  of  inexperi- 
enced men  naturally  led  to  tremendous  suffering  and  disappoint- 
ment. 

Time,  however,  generally  corrects  abuses,  and  weeds  out  the  incom- 
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petent.  The  careful  survey  of  the  peninsula,  the  settlement  of  litiga- 
tion, the  introduction  of  improved  machinery  and  of  sluicing  ditches 
—  estimated  at  an  aggregate  of  three  hundred  miles  in  extent  —  in 
1909,  gave  rise  to  the  prediction  of  experts  that  the  gold  production 
in  that  region  will  increase  rather  than  diminish.  Its  possibilities  are 
roughly  estimated  at  three  hundred  and  twenty-five  million  dollars 
from  the  placer  mines  only,  with  no  apparent  limit  to  the  expK>itntion 
of  the  mountains  from  which  the  gold  has  disintegrated. 

Nome  grew,  like  a  mushroom,  into  a  city  of  twenty  thousand  inhab- 
itants, and  at  first  there  was  a  good  deal  of  lawlessness,  so  that  life 
and  property  were  unsafe;    but,  as  the  undesirables  were  gradually 
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we('<I<'il  i>iit.  tin-  tdwii  scttli'i]  (Inwii  into  its  suriimor  ami  winter  |icr- 
niiiiiciii'c. 

i'('i-li;ips  tlic  must  succinct  siiminary  ot'  tlic  iccciit  liistury  of  Alaska 
may  Itc  round  in  an  article  hy  the  llonoraliic  Walter  K.  Clarke,  tlie 
govenioi'  dl'  tile  territory,     lie  says:  — 

"  'i"en  years  ajyo,  Alaska,  was  *  disenvereil  '  liy  a  "jood  many  jiersons. 
Nine  years  aj^o,  nearly  twcnls  llioii-.-iml  of  Ihcni  ^taitiij  on  that  elee- 
trifyiiif?  stampeiie  to  .Xome.  The  site  of  the  present  town  was  a  de.so- 
Inle  Irarl  of  tinhlra  when  liimlelier^-,  Ijinlliloni,  ami  liryiite<on  diseov- 
ered  ffold  in  a  creek,  lour  miles  away,  at  the  base  of  Anvil  Mountain. 
Tn  lH!)i),  a  f,'o()<l  many  miners  stampeded  from  other  parts  of  Alaska 
and  from  tin'  Yukon  Territory  (  Klondike),  hut  the  following:  year  eame 
the  Kush  of  tiie  Twenty  Thousand.  Some  of  the  adventurous  army 
lialf  eneireled  tlie  <>loI)e  to  reaeli  the  maffic  gold  camj)  on  Bering  Sea. 
A  good  deal  has  lia|i|iened  since  then.  The  riclies  of  the  Tanana  Valley 
were  not  known  until  several  years  later,  and  Fairlianks,  now  peili;i|)s 
the  largest  towji  in  .\laska,  is  only  half  as  old  as  Nome.  Copper  and 
coal  have  heen  uncovered  in  the  sonlliern  ))art  of  tlie  territory,  and 
I'aihdads  are  huilding.  All  ocean  cable  has  been  laid  from  Seattle, 
and  laud  telegi-aiih  lines  all  over  the  territory  are  supplemented  by 
a  system  of  wireless  telegraphy.  Wagon  roads  and  trails  are  being 
built  hy  a  commission  of  officers  of  the  United  States  Army.  More 
than  twenty  new  lighthouses  have  been  erected.  Commerce  has 
grown." 

Governor  Clarke  well  adds  tliat  a  commerce  of  fifty  million  dollars 
a  yeai-  deserves  adequate  protection  against  the  perils  of  the  coast 
line;  and  the  tremendous  deposits  of  copper  and  coal,  which  will  un- 
doubtedly supply  the  western  coast  for  decades  to  come,  will  justify 
the  expense  of  building  railways  into  those  Arctic  wastes. 

People  fairly  well  informed,  who  would  not  think  of  asking  the 
prospective  visitor  if  he  would  go  into  the  country  over  the  ice,  or 
would  travel  entirely  with  dog-teams,  or  suggest  that  .Tuneau  was  near 
Nome,  or  even  take  it  for  granted  that  the  Klondike  is  in  Alaska,  have 
really  little  conception  of  the  immensity  of  that  territory,  or  of  its 
chief  characteristics. 
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CHAPTER   IX. 


THE   VASTNESS    OF    ALASKA. 


ITS  area,  as  far  as  recent  surveys  may  be  trusted,  is  not  far  from 
five  hundred  and  ninety  thousand  square  miles,  equivalent  to  all 
of  the  United  States  east  of  the  Rockies,  with  the  exception  of 
the  Gulf  States ;  or  even  to  the  combined  area  of  the  thirteen  original 
States,  including  what  is  now  Maine,  besides  Vennont,  Kentucky,  Ten- 
nessee, West  Virginia,  Ohio,  and  almost  half  of  Washington ;  or,  again, 
to  more  than  twice  all  Germany.  Sitka  and  the  Pribilof  Islands  lie 
on  nearly  the  same  degree  of  latitiide,  and  the  southernmost  limit  of 
Alaska  corresponds  with  Hamburg.  Nome  is  twelve  hundred  miles 
northwest  of  Juneau,  and  two  thousand  and  seven  miles  northwest 
of  Seattle.  From  the  Tongass  National  Forest,  at  the  farthest  east, 
the  stretch  is  about  sixty  degrees  of  longitude  —  not  far  from  twenty- 
five  hundred  miles;  so  thai,  in  a  certain  sense,  it  is  true  that  Attn 
Island,  the  last  of  the  Aleutians,  is  farther  west  of  San  Francisco  than 
San  Francisco  is  west  of  Eastport.  Its  coast  line  amounts  to  not  less 
than  eleven  thousand  miles. 

Mr.  C.  C.  Georgeson,  special  agent  in  charge  of  Alaska  Investiga- 
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tions,  csliiiL-itcs  tli;it  tlicic  .-iic  in  the  tci  ritiny  ;il)uiif  one  liuiulicil  Ihoil- 
sjiiiil  si|ii;iic  miles,  ()!•  one  sixtli  of  till!  w1i(jI(!  rc^^ioii,  siiitaljlc  for 
ii.i;iiciilliirc  iiiiii  |);i.stiii-;ij;c.  "As  a  iiiattor  of  f.-wt."  lie  says,  "the 
arc.'i  is  |iii)lial)ly  \ciy  iiiiich  larger  since  a  e()iisi(|er,ilile  pMit  of  tlu> 
niiHiiilain   lenilniy   will   alTniil   |iastiirc."     This  is  a   liltle  inure  than 

tilt'  area  (if  tl iiiliineii  Sl.iles  of  Xew  ^'()ii<  aini  I't'iiiisyivania.     Mr. 

(icorgcson  lielieves  that  ,\laska  can  siipiiDrt  a  inipiihition  of  liiirty 
persons  to  the  s<|nar<'  iiiih-,  and  he  instances  I-'inlaml.  wliich.  geograph- 
ically, is  not  unlike  Alaska,  and  in  (ifty  thousand  si|iiai-e  miles  siii)ports 
a  |)n|inLiliiii[  ol'  tlii'ee  iiiillions.  lie  says:  — "  AV(?  liave  i-easons  for 
lieliev  iiiij;  that  Alaska  may  ei|iial  l''iidaiid  in  agricultural  production. 
'Pemperature  is  the  chief  controlling  i'actnr  in  the  production  of  agri- 
ciiltmal  ci(i|is,  and  the  tempei;itnres.  Iiotli  in  the  coast  region  and  in 
the  interior  of  Alaska  diiriiin'  tlie  iirowing  season.  ci)iii]i;ire  l'a\'orably 
\\']\]\  the  reciifiled  tempera  t  ures  dl'  l-'iiilan<i.  .  .  .  |-"inland  is  a  noted 
dair\  coiintiy.  The  agricultural  exjiorts  consist  chiefly  of  butter, 
cheese,  and  heel'  trnni  slaughtered  dairy  animals.  In  Alaska  cattle 
feed  can  he  grown  in  any  (piantity,  and  it  can,  therefore,  ahso  become 
a  great  dairy  country." 

Altliougli  Congress  has  enlarged  the  lioniestead  in  Alaska  to  three 
hundred  and  twenty  acres,  lack  of  transportation  facilities,  or  the 
excessive  cost  of  transportation,  restricts  the  number  of  people  who 
would  otherwise  flock  to  the  country. 

The  tourist  wlio  takes  the  usual  summer  tri])  to  Alaska  sees  only 
the  coast  fringe  of  one  district  — the  Sitkan  or  southeastern,  ■which 
contains,  according  as  it  is  reckoned,  not  more  than  a  twelfth,  or  a 
twentieth,  of  the  whole  territoiy.  There  are  five  other  divisions.  Al- 
tliougli. of  course,  it  is  impossible  within  the  limits  of  a  small  volume 
to  cover  them  all  with  much  detail,  we  will  visit  them  all  in  imagination, 
and  try  to  picture  to  ourselves,  in  some  adequate  way,  the  wonderful 
region  which  the  energj'  of  man  is  beginning  to  tame  to  civilization. 

All  tourists  agree  as  to  the  perfect  charm  of  the  .steamship  route 
to  Sitka.  Leaving  either  Tacoraa  or  Seattle,  and  traversing  the  Strait 
of  Juan  de  Fuca.  skirting  the  mountainous  island  of  Vancouver  —  key 
of  the  Pacific  —  for  two  hundred  and  seventy  miles,  through  the  often 
dangerous  Discovery  Passage,  or  Valdez  Xarrows.  where  so  many  ship- 
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wrecks  have  occurred,  owing  to  the  tremendous  tidal  current  which 
runs  through  it,  back  and  forth,  at  the  rate  of  fourteen  knots  an  hour ; 
thence  for  forty  miles  across  Queen  Charlotte  Sound,  exposed  to  the 
sweep  of  the  Pacific  swells,  and  made  misty  by  the  Kuro  Siwo;  at 
length,  after  the  long  sweep  of  Hecate  Strait,  one  reaches  the  boundary 
of  Alaska,  at  the  southern  extremity  of  the  Alexander  Archipelago. 

All  the  way  there  have  been  enchanting  %'iews  of  deep  and  pictur- 
esque fjords,  of  snow-clad  mountains,  and  magnificent  glaciers.  Hun- 
dreds of  islands  have  loomed  up,  as  if  to  cut  off  further  progress,  but 
have,  as  it  were,  stepped  aside,  leaving  narrow  passages,  where  the 
greatest  steamships  could  tie  up  to  precipitous  banks.  The  multitudi- 
nous islands,  which  form  a  fringe  between  the  mainland  and  the  open 
Pacific,  nearly  all  the  way  from  Puget  Sound  to  Skaguay,  Alaska  — 
indeed  one  might  say  also  from  Prince  William  Sound  to  the  very  end 
of  the  Aleutian  Islands  • —  are  evidently  the  peaks  and  summits  of 
mountain  ranges  which  have  been  sunk  beneath  the  sea.  The  extreme 
depths  of  the  water-ways  correspond  to  the  valleys  in  the  inner  moun- 
tains that  run  parallel  to  the  coast ;  and  the  canals,  arms,  inlets,  bays 
and  fjords,  that  give  such  marvellous  diversity  to  the  coast,  correspond 
to  the  passes  and  canons  on  land. 

Alaska  is  separated  from  British  Columbia  by  Portland  Canal,  a 
deep  fjord  running  for  about  a  hundred  miles,  part  of  the  way  diag- 
onally through  the  Coast  Range,  thus  furnishing  a  comijaratively  easy 
pass  into  the  Yukon  basin.  The  steamships  all  stop  at  Ketchikan,  which 
is  the  distributing-point  for  the  great  mining  district  of  that  region. 
For  many  years,  salmon-fisheries  and  canning  were  the  principal  inter- 
est'of  the  Ketchikan  district.  Salmon-fishers  were  among  the  first  to 
discover  the  mineral  wealth  of  that  region.  In  1892,  James  Bowden 
discovered  gold  in  paying  quantities  on  Annette  Island.  After  the 
disappointing  outcome  of  the  Cassiar  gold-quest,  some  of  the  argo- 
nauts returned  to  Ketchikan,  and  exploited  the  claims  in  that  vicinity. 
The  town,  in  1902,  had  a  population  of  about  seven  hundred.  It  is 
provided  with  excellent  hotels  and  shops.  Launches  and  sloops  aboimd, 
and  the  tourist  might  spend  many  days  in  cruising  among  the  fasci- 
nating islands  of  the  archipelago. 

He  will  surely  wish  to  go  to  New  Metlakatla.  tlio  homo  of  the  colony 


STREET    SCEXK,    KKTCHIKAX,    ALASKA. 


ALASKA.  ISSS 

of  'l'iiii|iM;iii  I  iiili.-iii-,,  who,  iindci-  tlic  iiiiiiistralioris  of  William  Duti- 
c.'iti,  li.'i\('  :it1ii!iii-(l  a  liigli  (U^gii-c  of  civili/atioii.  Wiiliaiii  ihincaii  (;uiiiO 
to  fort  Siiii|isoii  ill  IS;")?,  as  a  lay  worker  I'or  llu;  ('liiircli  Mission  So- 
ciety. 'I'lii'  Inilian-  ii:  that  vicinity,  aiiioiiiit in;,'  to  jicrhaps  ten  or  fif- 
teen thoiisaml  iiieii,  weie  (ierce  savaffos.  It  was  even  eliargefl  that  they 
were  ailijirli'd  to  caiinihalisiii,  that  they  fro<inently  ate  tlie  dead  l)odies 
of  tiieii-  r(  latives,  even  those  wlio  iiad  died  of  disf^-ustinK  diseases.  But 
Sir  <leorj,n'  Simjjson,  wlio  tells  these  terrible  stories  of  them,  also 
ackiiowledf'-es  that  Ihey  were  peculiarly,  comely,  strong,  and  wtdl-grown, 
and  were  ingeiiiinis  in  caiNini;'  stone,  wood  and  ivory. 

Dniican  settlcil  aiiioii!.,^  them.  Iearne(|  their  language,  inspired  them 
witli  perfect  coiilideiice,  and  grailually  induced  them  to  adoj)!  his  ways 
of  lil'e.  Ife  estal)lislie(i  a  coiiiinunity  settlement  about  twenty  miles 
south  of  Fort  Simpson;  and.  with  t lie  assistance  of  the  Indians,  cleared 
a  tract  of  land;  built  two-stoiy  cottages,  a  church,  a  school-house  — 
octagon  shaped,  suitable  for  town  meetings  —  a  co-operative  store, 
soap  factory,  blacksmith  sliop,  saw-mill,  and  a  salmon-cannery.  He 
engaged  assistants,  and  taught  the  young  Indians  car])entry,  .shoe- 
making,  tanning,  blanket-weaving,  rope-making,  and  boat-building.  A 
German  music-master  instructed  them  in  singing  and  the  practice  of 
various  instruments,  and  formed  a  band.  A  few  years  later,  the  Eng- 
lish (  linicli  sent  out  a  Bishop  to  .superintend  the  missions.  This  Bi.shop 
Ridley  entirely  misunderstood  the  Indian  character;  he  was  narrow- 
minded  and  bigoted.  'Sir.  Duncan  realized  that  the  Communion  service, 
where  tlie  conunuuicants  are  taught  that  they  are  eating  the  Body  and 
drinking  the  Blood  of  Ood,  was  a  dangerous  ceremony  for  a  people 
just  emerged  from  cannibalism,  and  i)rotested  against  it,  but  the  Bishop 
was  obstinate  and  opinionated.  The  friction  between  him  and  the  lay- 
missionary  grew  more  and  more  galling,  and  finally,  in  1887.  Mr.  Dun- 
can went  to  Washington  and  obtained  permission  to  transfer  his  people 
to  Annette  Island.  His  mission  iir(n-ed  successful,  and  the  island  was, 
in  1891.  set  a]iart  as  a  reservation  for  the  ^fetlakatlans.  Seven  hundred 
of  the  Indians,  taking  with  them  only  their  personal  belongings,  and 
leaving  their  houses  and  all  their  other  property,  emigrated  to  this 
new  wilderness,  and  there  tlie  old  experiment  was  continued  under 
somewhat  new  conditions. 
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The  New  Metlakatla  commnuity  is  governed  by  a  council  of  thirty 
members,  under  the  direction  of  a  president.  There  is  a  police  force 
of  twenty  men.  The  system  of  taxes  is  adapted  to  maintain  all  the 
public  institutions;  the  canneiy  and  saw-mill  belong  to  stock-companies 
controlled  by  the  Indians.  There  are  tine,  wide  sidewalks ;  and  a  band 
of  twenty  instruments  plays  on  days  when  the  steamer  arrives. 

Ail  the  members  of  the  community  are  required  to  sign  a  declara- 
tion, in  accordance  with  which  they  agree  to  reverence  the  Sabbath, 


Poncui'iNE  Lirv. 


to  attend  Divine  worship,  to  take  the  Bible  as  their  rule  of  faith,  to 
regard  all  Christians  as  their  brethren,  to  be  truthful,  honest  and  in- 
dustrious, to  be  faithful  and  loyal  to  the  Grovernment  and  laws  of  the 
United  States,  to  vote  when  required,  to  obey  the  regulations  of  their 
Council,  to  educate  their  children,  to  abstain  from  all  intoxicants  and 
gambling,  to  refrain  from  heathen  festivities,  to  carry  out  all  necessary 
sanitary  regulations,  to  identify  themselves  with  the  interests  of  the 
commune,  and  never  to  give  away  or  dispose  of  their  land  to  any  per- 
sons who  have  not  subscribed  to  the  rules. 

Mr.  Duncan's  experiment,  in  a  communistic  commonwealth  for  the 
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natives,  is  justly  rcKindcd  Jis  an  Dhjccf  lesson  in  llu'  t ri'jitinciit  of  the 
Iiidiaiis.  In  alnm-l  nil  dIIht  pl.-icc-..  tin-  sti)ry  of  tin-  ilciiliiij^s  of  the 
whites  witli  tin'  .ilinri^incs  is  sl.iincd  willi  iiMiidr.  Mi'.  IIimhv  S.  Well- 
come, in  his  "  Story  of  Methikatla,"  says:  — 

"  This  people,  only  thirty  years  since,  consisted  of  the  most  ferocious 
Inilian  trihes,  f;;iven  up  to  constant  warfare,  notorious  for  treachery, 
cannihalism,  and  othei-  hiih'oiis  practices.  Mr.  William  Duncan,  witli 
rare  fortitude  and  genius,  Ix'gan  single-liand(  <!  a  mission.  Tie  educated 
them  and  taught  them  Cliristianity  in  the  simplest  manner;  at  tiie 
same  time  introducing  peaceful  industries;  ;ind  hy  these  means  lie 
wrongiit,  in  a  single  gt-neration,  a  niai'velious  transformation.  Wliere 
Mood  li;id  llowed  I'outilUla  lly.  lie  rounded  the  self  >Uppoliing  village  of 
MetlaUatla,  that  will  compare  favorably  with  almost  any  village  of  its 
siz.e  in  England  or  America  for  intelligence,  morality  and  thrift." 

The  l)oundary  between  the  l>oiuinioii  and  Alaska  crosses  the  upper 
end  of  Di.xou  Entrance,  so  named  alter  Vancouver's  Captain  Dixon, 
but  also  called  Grauitza  Sound  and  Kygan  Strait.  It  was  originally 
named  Perez  Inlet,  in  1775,  by  the  discoverer,  Bodegay  Quadra.  How 
unfortunate  that  the  Indian  names  should  not  have  been  more  fre- 
quently retained,  instead  of  attaching  to  noble  mountains  and  loiilly 
waters  the  often  ugly  names  of  insignificant  sailors  I  Then  would 
Kainer  have  been  Tacoma  or  Takoba,  meaning  Snowy  Mountain;  and 
Seymour  Narrows  would  have  borne  the  name  of  the  Yakulta,  the 
Lorelei  of  that  wild  pass;  and  many  a  beautiful  island  and  river  would 
have  commemorated  the  vanishing  peoples  of  those  shores. 

The  controversy  regarding  the  boundary,  at  some  stages,  grew  acute. 
Fortunate  it  was  that  good  counsels  prevailed,  however;  and  the  coun- 
cils interested  in  the  boundary  question  accepted  the  mediation  of  the 
Geriuau  lauperor  in  determining  the  limitation  of  their  respective 
possessions. 
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Copyright,  1907,  by  Case  and  Draper. 


CHAPTEE   X. 


THE    NORTHWARD   PASSAGE. 

THE  steamboat,  as  it  makes  its  way  toward  tlie  north,  pushes 
through  a  perfect  labyrinth  of  islands.  One  of  the  largest  and 
most  interesting  is  called  Eevillagigedo,  after  the  viceroy  of 
Espafia  Nueva.  Tbe  natives  called  it  "  Naa  "  or  "  Na-ha,"  meaning 
"  the  distant  (or  fair?)  lakes."  It  has  been  partially  explored  and 
geologically  plotted,  although  it  covers  an  area  of  more  than  a  thousand 
square  miles,  approximating  the  size  of  Ebode  Island.  It  is  through- 
out mountainous,  and  remarkable  for  its  beautiful  scenery.  The  so- 
called  Behm  Canal  almost  encircles  it,  separating  it  from  the  mainland. 
It  is  cleft  in  two  by  Carroll  Inlet,  and  its  streams  are  famous  for 
tlieir  profusion  of  salmon.  In  days  not  so  remote,  it  was  true  that 
there  was  no  room  for  the  watei-,  so  thick  were  the  fisli,  struggling  to 
reach  their  spawning  grounds !  These  are  reached  by  a  narrow  stream, 
connecting  with  a  chain  of  beautiful  fresh  water  ponds  or  lakes.    One 
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of  tliciii  is  calli'd  lyiikc  Ailnrnlili- :  it  is  roiir  miles  loiij^  juid  two  iiiilos 
widi',  siiirniiiiiicd  liy  iii;ij;iii(icfiil  forests.  Tdurists  never  tire  of  wateli- 
ing  tlif  sniiiiiiii  liiinyiii^  across  it  to  rnacii  the  .stream  tliat  connects 
it  with  liic  lakes  lieymid.  Soiiiel iiiies  several  hears,  two  varieties  of 
which  are  I'niind  im  the  i>laiid.  lia\e  lieen  seen  on  tiie  cd^e  of  the  hike 
enj,'a;red  in  cati'liiiii;:  salnHui.  I'nrnierly,  tiicre  was  a  inuititnde  of  small 
reil  deer  in  the  nplands,  Imt  tiie  liiuitsmen,  wiin.  in  a  sinjjic  year,  de- 
stroyed twenty  five  llmnsand  for  their  hides,  iiave  almost  exterminated 
them.  The  lakes  also  are  hreerlinp:  ^ronnils  for  eonntless  flocks  of 
(lucks  and  other  wild  feathered  game. 

Tlii'eading  Tongass  Narrows  and  Clover  Pass  —  named  after  liear- 
Adniiral  Clover  of  the  United  States  Navy  —  one  readies  the  canning- 
Inwii  111'  Lniiiit;.  where  this  gi'eat  industry  may  be  seen  in  its  perfection. 
'The  live  priiicipal  \ai-ieties  of  Pacific  salmon  seem  to  follow  a  regular 
set|neiice  in  flieir  i  iiii.  First,  in  tlie  early  spring,  come  the  tyee,  the 
(piinnat  (Chinook)  or  king  salmon,  often  attaining  a  weight  of  a  hun- 
dre(l  jiounds.  Stories  are  told  of  theii-  growing  to  such  a  size  that  a 
cask  will  hold  but  four!  Although  abundant  in  the  Alaskan  rivers, 
tlioy  travel  in  ])airs  and  not  in  .schools.  The  flesh  of  this  variety  is 
l)ale  and  excellent.  In  June,  appear  the  red  salmon,  or  sockeye;  av- 
eraging from  six  to  ten  pounds,  tough  and  re<|uiring  long  cooking;  and 
actually  blackening  the  waters  in  their  abundance.  They  swim  up  the 
^'^k(ln  I'di'  eighteen  limidied  miles.  Seven  tlinus.-iml  have  been  taken 
in  a  single  cast  of  the  net.  Then  come  the  "  kisutch  "  or  silver  salmon 
—  most  agile  of  fish  —  leaping  liigli  falls,  and  turning  the  rapids  into 
cascades  of  life.  The  "  giM-busha  "  or  humi)-back  .salmon,  which  Van- 
couver called  hunch-back,  and  found  unpalatable,  appear  in  August. 
Besides  these,  there  is  the  silvery  dog-salmon  (or'calico),  unsuitable 
for  canning,  but  good  fresh  or  salted.  These  fish  are  trailed  by  the 
mahna,  or  Dolly  Varden,  and  other  varieties  of  trout  eager  for  salmon- 
eggs. 

Mrs.  Kliza  K'uliamah  Scidmore  gives  a  vivid  description  of  the  proc- 
ess of  canning  the  fish.  She  says:  —  "  The  seining  and  outdoor  work 
are  done  by  white  men.  a  few  Indians  being  sometimes  employed  under 
them.  "While  industrious  to  a  degree,  the  Thlinkit  can  not  be  depended 
upon;    and  the  native  is  too  apt  to  strike,  to  start  ui>on  a  prolonged 
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potlatch,  or  go  berrying  or  fishing  on  his  OTm  account,  in  the  height 
of  the  salmon  run.  In  the  skilful  manipulation  of  the  cans  and  ma- 
chines within  doors,  neither  he  nor  the  white  man  can  approach  the 
automatic  exactness  and  dextei-ity  of  the  Chinese,  who,  being  paid  by 
the  piece,  take  no  account  of  a  day's  working  hours,  and  keep  the 
machinery  going  as  long  as  there  are  fish  in  the  cannery. 

"  The  fish  are  thrown  from  the  arriving  scows  to  a  latticed  floor, 
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or  loaded  directly  into  the  trucks  and  rolled  into  the  cannery.  The 
cleaner  seizes  a  fish,  and  in  two  seconds  trims  and  cleans  it  —  behead- 
ing, detailing,  and  rending  it  with  so  many  strokes  of  his  long  thin 
knife.  It  is  washed,  scraped,  cut  in  sections  the  length  of  a  can,  packed, 
soldered,  steamed,  tested,  vented,  steamed  again,  resoldered,  lacquered, 
labelled,  and  boxed.  The  tin  is  taken  up  in  sheets,  and  an  ingenious 
machine  imnch  rolls  and  fits  the  covers  to  the  cans.  These  roll  down 
an  inclined  gutter  of  melted  solder,  which  closes  the  edges.  The  experts 
can  tell,  by  a  tap  of  the  finger,  if  each  can  is  air-tight.    If  not  her- 
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iiicliciillv  cIdsimI,  till'  ciiiili'iil-  r;i|ii<lly  cliiui^^c,  liiirsl  tlic  I'jm-  !ii  Ic.iti-it 
'  l)cl«i\v,'  or  explode  iiiiplcisMiil  Is   in  ilislaiit  markets." 

Wecetitlv',  a  Wdiiilcrfiil  inachiiic  lia>  Ih-cii  <l<'vi>c(|,  wliidi  Iriiiis  tlic 
fish  t'ai'  iiiiirc  i|iiicl<|\  aii<l  (•rDiioinii'ally  than  r.ni  In-  iloiie  by  limiiaii 
Ii.'iihIs. 

Ill  spile  of  the  eii(ieav(irs  (if  tlic  riiiteij  States  Fi.sh-Cominission, 
wasU'l'iil  ami  iiltiiiiateiy  ruinous  methods  ol'  caleliing  the  salmon  liave 
not  lieeii  suppressed.  The  produels  have  steadily  inereased,  until  from 
an  niitpiit  111"  a  little  nioic  than  forty  thousand  dollars  in  1H7S.  it  agf^re- 
^aled,  ill  llHis,  about  ten  millions  —  nearly  one  hundred  and  thirty 
million  pounds  —  emjiloyinf!;  more  than  thirteen  thousand  ])erson.s. 
The  federal  law  of  P.ioii  "  levies  license  ta.xes  on  Imsiness  and  output; 
makes  suital)le  e.\emi)tions  for  salmon-fry  liberated;  forl)i<ls  obstruc- 
tions ajjainst  ascent  of  fish  to  sjjawning  grounds;  limits  .seine  and  other 
similar  appliances;  fixes  metliods  and  times  of  fishing  in  United  States 
waters;  authorizes  preserves  for  spawning  grounds;  forbids  canning 
or  salting  of  fish  more  than  two  days  dead;  makes  unlawful  the 
wanton  destruction  of  fisii;  [noscribes  misbranding;  ref|uires  sworn 
annual  reports  from  corjiorations;  and  authorizes  the  Secretaiy  of 
Commerce  and  Labor  to  formulate  regulations  for  the  enforcement  of 
the  act." 

"When  the  enormous  waste  of  the  otTal  from  the  canneries  —  amount- 
ing to  thirty  live  miilidii  iiiiiiii(l>  in  a  single  .season,  and  eipiivalent  to 
seven  million  pounds  of  excellent  fertilizer  and  three  or  four  hundred 
thousand  gallons  of  oil  —  is  saved,  tlie  profits  of  the  canneries  will  be 
.still  greater. 

The  deep,  narrow  channel  which  runs  nearly  around  Kevillagigedo 
Island  was  called  Bebm  Canal  after  Major  Behm,  who  commanded  the 
Russian  i>ort  in  Kamchatka  at  the  time  when  Cook's  ships  wintered 
there.    X'ancouver  was  a  midshipman  on  this  voyage. 

Occasionally  a  steamship  makes  the  circuit  of  the  island,  the  shores 
of  which  are  extremely  steep,  the  mountains  in  the  interior  rising  to 
a  height  of  several  thousand  feet.  The  view  northward  from  Point 
Sykes  at  the  entrance  of  the  canal  has  been  pronounced  to  be  the  finest 
in  Southern  .\laska.  One  of  the  features  is  the  so-called  Xew  Eddy- 
stone  Hock,  which  rises  like  a  tower  two  hundred  and  fiftv  feet  from 
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the  water  with'a  circumference  of  less  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet. 
There  is  an  interesting  engraving  of  it  in  the  third  volume  of  Van- 
couver's narration. 

Opposite  Eevillagigedo  lies  the  great  Prince  of  "Wales  Island  -which 
is  more  than  two  hundred  miles  long  and  as  large  as  the  State  of  Dela- 
ware. It  is  very  mountainous,  the  peaks  rising  to  a  height  of  three 
thousand  feet,  and  its  surface  is  broken  by  numerous  bays  and  indenta- 
tions, while  channels  and  bays  separate  it  from  a  host  of  larger  and 
smaller  islands  toward  the  west.  The  mild  climate,  the  thermometer 
rarely  reaching  zero,  and  the  moist  atmosphere  have  l)een  favorable 
to  vegetation  and  the  splendid  Alaska  cedar  here  attains  its  highest 
perfection.  Some  of  the  large  trees  measure  eight  feet  in  diameter 
and  attain  a  height  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet.  The  Chinese  used 
to  buy  this  wood  of  the  Eussians  and  after  making  it  into  boxes  and 
chests  or  ornamental  carvings  palm  it  off  as  camphor  or  sandal-wood. 

It  is  pleasant  to  note  that  during  the  administration  of  President 
Eoosevelt  the  so-called  Tongass  Forest  Eeservation,  an  area  of  more 
than  one  thousand  square  miles,  including  the  cedar  groves  of  the 
great  islands,  was  brought  under  national  control.  No  timber  may  be 
exported  from  Alaska ;  and  in  spite  of  the  apparently  enormous  supply 
which  the  tourist  sees,  covering  the  mountains  often  to  a  height  of  five 
thousand  feet,  the  forests  are  largely  confined  to  a  narrow  belt  along 
the  coast,  and  the  larger  part  of  the  timber  used  in  Alaska  is  imported. 

Copper  and  gold  have  been  found  in  the  Alexander  Archipelago  and 
hundreds  of  claims  have  been  entered.  Some  of  them  have  been  suc- 
cessfully worked. 

The  largest  native  village  on  the  island  was  long  famous  for  its 
display  of  totem-poles,  guarding  houses  and  the  ruins  of  houses. 

The  Indians  are  of  the  Haidah  or  Hyda  tribe  who  migrated  from 
the  Queen  Charlotte  group  farther  south.  They  were  a  warlike  and 
treacherous  people,  and  often  made  predatory  incursions  even  as  far 
south  as  Puget  Sound.  They  are  supposed  to  be  of  Japanese  origin, 
as  their  own  name  Kaigan  is  Japanese,  meaning  seashore,  and  they 
have  features  resembling  the  Japanese.  Their  artistic  talents,  also, 
would  seem  to  point  to  the  same  derivation. 

The  island  is  wonderfully  diversified  with  bays  and  inlets.     Besides 
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tlic  mines  of  cdiipci-  .-ind  ir"l'I  t'l"*  liavo  l)(M;n  rocontly  oxploitfil,  there 
un-  (Icposits  of  cxccllciil  iruirhlc  arid  ^riiriitr-.  Tlic  forests  ;ire  included 
in  the  rnited  States  l»es(!rv!itiini. 

\aiiriinver's  "  very  reniarkahle  hai  leii,  peaked  iiiouiitain  "  at  the 
norlli  end  nl'  I  he  i>land  ha>  hi'eii  repnifed  as  a  \u\cnni>. 

Kasaaii  l!ay  |ienet  rates  into  the  interior  for  seventeen  miles.  It  is 
named  aftei'  tiie  viHaj^e  of  the  rednnlitalile  old  eiiief  SkoAvh  who  was 
tlie  Kamehameha  nf  the  Kagle  (Man  and  rnled  liis  peoi)h'  with  an  iron 
hand.  Xn  missionaries  Ww  him!  (  )m  his  totem-pole  were  carved  the 
imago  of  a  priest,  an  angel  and  a  hook  in  derisive  reference  to  the 
efforts  to  make  "a  good  Indian  "  of  him.  His  daughter  was  married 
to  a  Ifussiiin  ])roniyshlenik  who  was  one  of  the  first  pelagic  seal-fishers 
and  he  prohahly  engaged  also  in  smuggling.  At  his  fishery  on  Karta 
Bay  at  the  end  of  the  Kasaan  IJay  United  States  customs  officers  found 
in  1885  forty  tliousand  dollars'  worth  of  i)repared  opium  packed  in 
harrels  and  ready  to  1)6  imported  in  the  gni.se  of  salted  salmon.  Skowl's 
name  is  preserved  on  or  in  a  hmg-stretching  inlet  or  arm. 

A  few  miles  farthei-  south  the  island  is  ahno.st  cut  in  two  by 
Cholmondeley  Sound  whieii  reaches  by  a  portage  within  less  than  four 
miles  of  IT(>tta  Tiil<>t  and  the  safe  landlocked  reaches  of  Tlevak  Strait. 
Choliuondi'h'V  Sound  is  I'cndered  interesting  and  beautiful  Ijy  Eudora 
^fountain,  which  rises  to  a  height  of  thirty-five  hundred  feet.  This 
mountain  is  also  reached  by  Moira  Sound,  which  is  famed  for  its 
beauty. 
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CHAPTER    XT. 


WRANGEL    AND    THE    GLACIERS. 


THE  steamship  ploughs  through  the  Duke  of  Clarence  Strait 
which  runs  for  more  than  a  hundred  miles  between  the  two 
great  islands.  Its  first  stop  is  at  Wrangel,  or  Vrangel,  the 
second  oldest  town  in  Southeastern  Alaska.  It  was  built  on  the  island 
of  the  same  name  by  Lieutenant  Dionisi  Feodorovitch  Zarembo,  whose 
mission  was  to  prevent  the  Hudson  Bay  Company  from  erecting  tra- 
ding-posts on  the  Stikine  River.  His  action  was  contrary  to  treaty  and 
the  Russians  had  to  pay  a  heavy  indemnity,  and  lease  to  the  Hudson 
Bay  Company  the  thirty  mile  striyi  or  lisiere  from  Dixon  Entrance  to 
Yakutat.  The  English  settlement  was  called  Fort  Stikine,  but  the  name 
did  not  stick.  The  discovery  of  gold  on  the  reaches  of  that  river  caused 
the  fur  trade  to  sink  into  insignificance.  In  1867  the  United  States 
military  forces  established  a  garrison  there,  including  a  hospital,  resi- 
dence for  officers  and  men,  bakery,  storehouses,  stables  and  other  build- 
ings. All  this  property,  when  the  post  was  abandoned  three  years 
later,  was  sold  to  a  local  trader  and  sutler  for  six  hundred  dollars,  — 
an  excellent  illustration  of  the  general  carelessness  with  which  affairs 
in  Alaska  were  managed.  Twenty  years  later,  after  a  considerable 
period  of  litigation,  the  property  was  restored  to  the  Government,  the 
original  sale  having  been  declared  illegal.  The  purchaser  received 
back  his  six  hundred  dollars  with  compound  interest. 

Since  then  Wrangel  has  had  its  ups  and  downs.    Houses  were  in  de- 
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mniid  and  trfult'  was  jjood  diiiiM;?  \\w  tompnrary  exfitement  of  tlic  f^oUl 
qucsl  ill  (lie  Cassiar  district  ;  tiifri  wlicii  the  mines  up  tli«'  Slikiiic-  wore 
ubuiKloiietl,  it  a;,Miii  niapscd  into  slaKnation.  lOvcn  the  forest  of  totem- 
jioles  tliat  (U'sijfiiatcil  the  iiativo  village  was  stripped;  as  late  as  189.'} 
orilv  liair  a  do/eii  icinairK'd,  'I'lic  town  itself  lias  heeii  almost  destroyed 
liv  lire  ill  rccciil  years  and  tlicic  are  comparatively  few  remains  of 
the  aiH'iciit  days. 

'I'lic  curiiiiis  visitor  is  taken  to  see  the  grave  of  the  iiistorie  old  cjiief, 
Shakes,  who  was  for  nearly  IkiII'  a  century  the  teiinr  of  the  coast.  He 
opposed  the  missionaries,  and  riiiiiisli(Ml  the  iiati\(!  with  the  intoxiwit- 
ing  Jiiich'nni,  or  native  rum,  dislilled  Iroiii  iiiulasses  and  flour.  When 
he  died  tiiere  were  great  ceremonies.  His  body  was  exjjosed  in  all  hi.s 
trappings.  His  treasures  of  carven  chests,  of  ])lankets  and  of  furs 
were  piled  liii;li.  .\ii  eiKniiioiis  stuffed  grizzly  —  the  emblem  of  his 
glorious  line-  with  co])per  claws  and  waggling  jaw.s  was  made  to 
take  i)art  in  a  tlieatii<al  representation  depicting  the  ancient  days  when 
Shakes 's  ancestors,  at  the  time  of  the  Hood,  took  a  bear  into  their  canoe 
and  saved  liim  from  drowning  and  were  rewarded  by  the  reciprocal 
generosity  of  the  bear,  who,  when  the  canoe  grounded,  brought  liis 
rescuers  food.  Over  Shakes's  grave,  when  at  last  he  was  laid  to  re.st, 
a  bear  was  i)ut  on  guard. 

Tiie  climate  of  Wrangel  is  eminently  favorable  for  market  garden- 
ing. Mrs.  Scidmore  is  authority  for  the  statement  that  cabbages  and 
mangel-wurzel  reach  prodigious  size;  cauliflowers  are  produced  meas- 
uring eighteen  inches  around ;  and  peas,  beans,  lettuce,  celery,  rhubarb 
and  radishes  thrive.  Wild  timothy  grows  six  feet  high  in  old  clearings, 
and  clover  heads  are  twice  the  size  of  eastern  clover,  each  blossom 
widespread,  as  red  and  fragrant  as  a  carnation  pink. 

Wrangel  is  situated  near  the  mouth  of  the  Stikine  River,  the  third 
largest  river  of  the  Alaskan  coast,  which  was  reached  but  not  discov- 
ered by  \'aii('ouver's  nun.  It  was  first  reported  by  two  American  ship 
captains  in  17!'!'.  Its  head  waters  were  first  discovered  in  1838  by  a 
Scotch  employee  of  the  Hudson  Bay  Company,  who,  in  crossing  the 
mountains,  came  upon  a  foaming  torrent  and  followed  it  do\\ni  until 
he  fell  in  with  a  large  camp  of  Indians  engaged  in  catching  salmon 
and  trading  with  the  famous  chief  Shakes.    From  them  he  learned  that 
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the  name  of  tlie  river  was  Stikiue.  It  should  properlj-  be  Sta  Kina, 
which  is  said  to  mean  great  river.  From  Wrangel  to  Glenora,  the  head 
of  navigation,  the  distance  is  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles.  Forty 
years  later  John  Muir  traversed  its  whole  length  and  counted  not  less 
than  a  hundred  glaciers  that  drained  directly  into  the  river.  The  grand 
caiion  of  the  Stikine  he  declared  to  be  a  Yosemite  a  hundred  miles  long. 
Forty  miles  above  Wrangel  and  easily  reached  is  the  Great  or  Or- 
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lebar  Glacier,  which  descends  through  a  narrow  gorge  and  spreads 
out  in  a  semicircle  measuring  about  three  miles  from  edge  to  edge. 
Across  the  river,  near  the  wonderful  hot  springs,  is  a  smaller  glacier, 
which,  according  to  an  Indian  tradition,  was  once  united  with  the  Great 
Glacier,  the. river  disappearing  into  an  ice  tunnel.  They  sent  two  of 
their  old  men  into  it  in  a  canoe.  Would  they  ever  appear  again?  Yes, 
they  returned  and  reported  that  there  was  a  clear  passage  to  the  sea. 
In  the  little  caiion  the  river  narrows  to  less  than  a  hundred  feet,  and 
the  current,  especially  when  there  are  floods,  is  almost  invincible,  as 
the  early  argonauts  discovered  to  their  sorrow.  On  the  upper  reaches 
of  the  river  the  great  canon  extends  for  fifty  miles  through  a  rocky 
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gorgo  tnivursililc  only  in  wiiitci-  wlii'n  there  is  a  solid  lluoi-  (jf  miow 
aiul  ice. 

'I  lie  \  ii'lil  dl'  I  lie  I  p  1. 1  re  Is  of  t  lie  ( 'iisyiiir  yolil  ii'^ioii  at  tlic  Ik'.'hI  watcrs 
of  tlic  Slikiiic  is  cstiiiialcii  Id  liaxi-  anmnntcil  Id  ncarl}'  five  iiiiiiioii  dol- 
lars liclwccn  I'^Tl  and  issy,  wlicri  its  annual  Diit|iut  IpJI  from  a  million 
to  a  little  inDic  than  sixty  thousand  dollars.  'I'lic  larj^cr  part  of  the 
i-i\ci-  iIdws  tlirouuli  I  111'  hDniinion  territory  and  the  boundary  for  years 
^avc  rise  to  niisundcrstandiiigs. 

From  \\rani;cl  one  can  sail  straight  out  into  the  Paoifio  by  the  Sum- 
ner Strait,  which  is  about  eighty  miles  long.  Formerly  ships  proceed- 
ing noi'th  liad  to  make  this  wido  dctoiir.  passing  through  Chatham 
Stiait  and  h'rcdcrick  Sound,  but  skili'ul  ca])lains  now  pilot  tlieir  course 
through  W  langel  Narrows.  This  strait  is  nineteen  miles  long  and  in 
places  not  throe  hundred  feet  wide.  Vancouver's  explorers  entered 
it,  but  thinking  it  nu'rely  an  inlet  turned  back.  Tt  was  first  traversed 
liy  the  United  States  Steamer  Siu/iinnc  in  ]'<iV.).  Fifteen  years  later 
Captain  .1.  1^..  Coghlan  established  the  route  and  it  has  now  been 
clmx'ted.  Tt  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  great  show  trips  of  Alaska.  The 
shores  of  tlie  islands  between  which  it  runs  are  densely  wooded,  the 
troos  thickly  Ining  with  tlio  ]iale  green  Xorthorn  moss.  There  are 
glimpses  t)l'  lolly  mountains.  The  intensely  green  water  is  alive  with 
floating  fronds  of  orange  yellow  kelp.  Here  is  the  haunt  of  number- 
less eagles.  The  tides,  here  confined  liy  iiariow  channehs,  ri.se  often 
to  a  height  of  more  than  twenty  feet  and  those  from  the  north  and 
south  meet  in  the  narrows  near  what  is  called  Finger  Point,  and  the 
battle  of  the  waters  is  most  dangerous  and  exciting. 

Prince  l^'iederick  Sound,  into  whicli  the  steamer  emerges,  was  so 
nanunl  from  having  been  the  meeting  place  of  two  of  Vancouver's  lieu- 
tenants on  till"  birthday  of  the  Duke  of  York  in  1794.  They  landed 
on  Kupreauol"  Island  and  there  decided  that  the  .search  for  the  passage 
from  the  Pacific  into  the  Atlantic  was. mythical,  all  the  stories  of  pre- 
vious navigators  to  the  (Hintrary.  Mrs.  Scidniore  says:  "  "With  no 
small  portion  of  facetious  mirth  they  remembered  that  they  had  sailed 
from  England  on  the  first  day  of  April  to  find  the  Northwest  Passage. 
These  lieutenants  made  plain  to  their  chief  the  '  uncommonly  awful  ' 
and  '■  horribly  magnificent  '  character  of  the  scenery  along  the  Prince 
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Frederick  shore,  and  Vancouver  began  the  hnish  use  of  adjectives 
which  is  in  vogue  in  Alaskan  narrative  to-day." 

This  refers  to  a  passage  in  which  Lieutenant  A^^lidbey,  describing 
the  mountains  to  the  south  that  "  rose  to  a  prodigious  lieight,"  said: 
"  A  part  of  them  presented  an  uncommonly  awful  appearance,  rising 
with  an  inclination  toward  the  water  to  a  vast  height,  loaded  with  an 
immense  quantity  of  ice  and  snow,  and  overhanging  their  base,  which 


DAVIDSON    GLACIER. 


seemed  to  be  insuifieient  to  bear  the  ponderous  fabric  it  sustained,  and 
rendered  the  view  of  the  passage  beneath  horribly  magnificent." 

As  the  vessel  approaches  the  sound  the  eye  is  attracted  liy  a  dark 
s])ire-shaped  peak  which  rises  nearly  two  thousand  feet  from  the  rim 
of  a  mountain  amphitheater  on  the  mainland.  It  has  been  called  the 
Devil's  Thumb  with  that  generosity  toward  the  Powers  of  Darkness 
which  scatters  testimonials  to  their  presence  all  along  the  coasts  of  the 
world.  The  mountains  rise  to  a  height  of  seven  thousand  feet  and  as 
one  sails  to  the  north  crossing  the  sound,  the  first  coast  glaciers  are 
encountered.    Patterson  glacier  pours  down  over  a  long  slope  and  con- 
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frihiilcs  :i  lim-  u .ili'il'.ill.  In  \';iiicoiivcr'.s  time  il.  ;i|)|»n);u'lii-<l  m-ar 
C'ii(iuj;li  ti»  till'  sli'iic  [\<v  irclMTKs  to  tiiiiihlr'  oCf  into  the  w.-itcr.  He 
dosfrilios  llic  wcinl  fircct,  ui'  the  lliumlnrou.s  cTa.sli  licanl  at  a  distance 
of  several  miles. 

Tiiis  |ilirii(iini'ii(i(i  is  flfsl  (il)sci\  <m1  III  till'  |jicseiil  liiiie  at  tln'  inlet 
|nictirallv  naincij  l)y  llic  Imli.ni-  lliilli  nr  'I'imniler  l)a>,  Imt,  witli  fatal 
banality.  Le  Conte  I'.ay  ami  (llaeicr  iJiiy,  l)y  the  Coast  Survey.  Tlie 
elear  hluu  ice  wliich  conies  fjliding  iind  sliding;;  down  throuj^h  a  steep 
canon  forested  to  its  very  edf!^e  is  al)oiit  iialf  a  mile  wide,  .-md  the  enor- 
mous cakes  of  cleava^n'  hi'cakiup:  off  fall  erasl:in<^  into  llie  water,  caus- 
iiiir  tlie  sniierstitions  natives  to  believe  that  the  bay  wa.s  the  liome  of 
the  tliumicr  liirds,  whose  Happing  pinions  caused  the  echoes  to  roll 
from  the  cliffs. 

Tile  linest  views  of  the  glaciers  are  obtained  from  Thomas  Ray  and 
the  most  noticeahle  feature  of  the  sound  is  Cape  Fanshaw,  fronting 
the  southwest  and  exi)ose(l  to  the  fierce  winds  that  sweep  that  re- 
gion. 

Ik'voud  lies  Blount  Windham,  which  is  twenty-five  hundred  feet  high 
and  looks  down  upon  the  exhausted  gold  fields  of  the  seventies.  The 
meadows  on  the  shoulders  of  the  high  hills  here  are  famous  for  their 
ilisiila>  of  beautiful  flowers  —  dwarf  laurel,  violets,  daisies,  anemones 
and  the  black  Kamchatka  lily.  AVlieii  they  were  explored  by  John 
Mnir  in  1879  they  wei'e  the  haunt  of  the  mountain  goat  and  mountain 
shec)). 

Tn  the  vicinity  of  Sumdum  Bay  is  the  mining  town  of  the  same  name. 
The  Indian  word  is  said  to  represent  or  express  the  thunder  of  the 
falling  ice.  There  is  a  fine  glacier  sliding  down  from  the  mountains 
beyond.  The  bay  divides  into  two  arms,  each  marked  by  glaciers,  and 
aggregating  a  lengtli  of  nearly  fifty  miles.  It  is  a  deep  marine  canon, 
soundings  having  reached  two  luimlrcd  fathoms.  Captain  ^^^lite  of 
the  U.  S.  S.  ship  Wayaudn  steered  his  gig  into  the  aiehed  grotto  of 
one  of  those  glaciers  and  jienetrated  more  than  a  hundred  feet  "  down 
a  crystalline  corridor  "  of  marvellous  colors.  His  crew  poured  out 
libations  to  the  ice-spirits,  the  Sitt  tu  yekh,  whose  chill  breath  is  death 
and  who  resent  interference  with  his  subjects,  the  icebergs.  The  sap- 
phire eyed  divinity  accepted  the  libations  graciously;    had  he  been 
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angry  lie  would  have  ruthlessly  shaken  down  the  crystalline  arch  and 
overwhelmed  the  audacious  mortals. 

Muir  regarded  Smndum  Bay  as  the  most  interesting  of  all  the  Alas- 
kan fjords.  He  says:  "  A  hundred  or  more  glaciers  of  the  second 
and  third  class  may  be  seen  along  the  walls,  and  about  as  many  snow 
cataracts,  which,  with  the  plunging  bergs,  keep  all  the  fjord  in  a  roar. 


FOSTER    GLACIER    NEAR    SKAGUAY. 


The  scenery  in  both  the  long  arms  of  the  bay  and  their  side  branches 
is  of  tlie  wildest  description,  especially  in  the  upper  reaches,  where 
the  granite  walls,  streaked  with  waterfalls,  rise  in  sheer  massive  preci- 
pices, like  those  of  Yosemite  Valley,  to  a  height  of  three  thousand  and 
even  over  four  thousand  feet." 

The  great  Admiralty  Island,  one  of  the  largest  of  the  group,  lies  to 
the  west  of  Stephens  Passage.  Like  all  the  rest  it  is  deeply  indented 
with  inlets,  many  of  which  are  deej)  and  clinracterized  by  swift  and 
dangerous  tidal  cmronts.     There  are  mountains  that  rise  to  a  height 


of  tliree  and  four  thousand  feet.    The  cliffs  along  the  coast  are  rugged 
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imd  wild.  In  tin'  iiitrrinr,  wliirli  lijis  not  iis  yet  hccri  flioroiiKliiy  cs 
plort'd,  ;iit'  iiiaiiv  lakes.  (Inid  idntuiuls  and  tlicix-  an-  mines  (»!'  coal  and 
(|nan-i<'.s  of  fine  in.iilili'.  Tlic  tinih<>r,  cspfcialiy  tlic  yollow  cedar,  is 
anioiif^  tlie  I)esl  in  .\l.iska.  I'"(ir  iiian\'  years  this  ic^^ion  waK  the  centre 
of  tlie  wlialinjj  indn^liy,  and  was  the  ]i;iiint  i>\'  llie  most  hlctod-tliirsty 
of  llie  native  ti-ilies.  Tile  annals  aie  full  i>\'  exciting  tales  of  llieir 
incursions  along  the  coa.st.  Thus  in  1807  a  i)arty  of  about  a  thousand 
sailed  on  to  Pnf?et  Sound,  sliot  Colonel  I'liy,  tlie  Collector  of  Customs, 
nn  W'liidhey  Island,  and  several  other  men,  mounted  tlieii-  heads  on 
linjr^  and  paddled  away  in  triumph.  They  wei't;  emboldened  l)y  their 
impunity  ;in<l  a  few  years  later  they  seized  and  scuttled  the  schooner 
I{f)i/(il  Charlie,  and  nmidered  the  cicw.  A  Sitka  sentry  shot  one  of 
them  in  ISdO  anil  in  revenge  they  killeil  two  Sitka  traders.  Tiien  VJie 
Sitginaiv  ajijieared  and  destroyed  three  of  tiieir  villages  on  the  upper 
end  of  the  island  of  Kuprcanof. 

Tn  ISSO  the  Xortliwest  Trading  Company  established  a  whaling 
station  at  Killionu,  at  the  entrance  of  the  remarkable  Kutznahu  Inlet. 
A  bomb  liarpoon  oxjiloded  in  1SS2  and  killed  a  great  .shaman  or  medi- 
cine man.  The  Kutznahus  domandi'il  an  indemnity  of  two  hundred 
blankets.  When  it  was  refused  they  cai)tured  a  white  man  as  ransom. 
He  proved  to  be  Mind  in  one  eye  and  was  returned  with  a  message  that 
they  would  exterminate  the  whites  at  the  settlement  unless  their  de- 
mand was  satisfied.  "Word  was  sent  to  Captain  Merriman  at  Sitka; 
he  took  the  revenue  cutter  and  bombarded  the  Indian  village  of  An- 
gun.  Mrs.  Scidmore  relating  the  occurrence  says:  "  Much  indig- 
nation was  vented  by  eastern  editors  at  the  occurrence,  and  sad  pic- 
tures were  drawn  of  tlie  natives  left  shelterless  among  '  the  eternal 
ice  and  snow  of  an  arctic  winter.'  The  mercury  stood  twenty  degrees 
higher  for  the  month  than  in  Xew  York  and  Boston  and  the  Kootz- 
nahoos,  securing  front  seats  on  the  opposite  shore,  watched  the  bom- 
bardment and  cheered  the  nearest  shots.  The  tribe  saved  their  winter 
provisions  and  all  their  belongings  save  wliat  lulferers  took  during 
the  bombardment.  They  paid  a  fine  of  four  hundred  blankets  and  have 
since  kept  the  peace." 

Their  Chief  Kitchnatti.  known  to  tourists  as  Sagina^v  Jake,  because 
of  his  year's  imprisonment  on  the  steamship  as  a  ransom,  used  to  swell 
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arouud  in  a  gay  uniform  and  announce  his  greatness  by  a  doggerel 
placard  placed  over  Lis  log  cabin  at  Killionu. 

These  Indians  are  now  insigiiificant  in  numbers. 

Another  much  dreaded  tribe  of  natives  were  the  Takus,  whose  name 
is  commemorated  in  a  mountain  two  thousand  feet  high,  symmetrical 
in  shape  and  densely  wooded,  and  also  in  an  inlet  and  a  glacier.  The 
Takus  have  been  called  "  the  Alaska  Jews,"  so  keen  and  mercenary 
were  they.  They  drove  away  the  garrison  from  the  Hudson  Bay  Com- 
pany's Fort  Durham  and  looted  more  than  one  of  their  fur  ships. 

The  Taku  Inlet  extends  for  about  eighteen  miles  and  ends  in  a  mag- 
nificent glacier  called  by  the  natives  Sitth  Klunu  Gutta,  "  the  Spirits' 
home."  The  natives  believed  that  the  monstrous  man-faced  seals 
dwelt  in  its  crystal  grottoes.  The  ice-stream  is  about  a  mile  wide  and 
rises  several  hundred  feet  above  the  water.  The  ice  is  of  remarkable 
purity  and  serves  to  supply  the  refrigerators  of  visiting  ships.  Mrs. 
Higgiuson  describes  it  with  her  usual  brilliancy  of  impressionistic  col- 
oring : 

"  The  splendid  front  drops  down  sheer  to  the  water,  from  a  height 
of  probably  three  hundred  feet. 

"  A  sapphire  mist  drifts  over  it,  without  obscuring  the  exquisite  tint- 
ings  of  rose,  azure,  purple  and  green  that  flash  out  from  the  glistening 
spires  and  columns.  The  crumpled  mass  pushing  down  from  the  moun- 
tains strains  against  the  front  and  sends  towered  bulks  plunging  head- 
long into  the  sea,  with  a  roar  that  echoes  from  peak  to  peak  in  a  kind 
of  '  linked  sweetness  long  drawn  out  '  and  ever  diminishing." 

The  report  of  a  cannon  or  the  vibration  of  a  steamer's  whistle  will 
dislodge  enormous  masses  of  the  disintegrating  ice,  making  the  passage 
into  the  bay  almost  impossible  for  large  vessels  and  dangerous  for 
small  ones. 

Mrs.  Higginson  cannot  forgive  early  discoverer  Whidbey's  insular 
blindness  to  beauty.  "  He  found  '  a  compact  body  of  ice  extending 
some  distance  nearly  all  around.'  He  found  '  frozen  mountains,'  '  rock 
sides,'  '  dwarf  pine  trees  '  and  '  imdissolving  frost  and  snow.'  He 
lamented  the  lack  of  a  suital)l('  landing  ])lace  for  boats,  and  reported 
the  aspect  in  general  to  be  '  as  dreary  and  inhospitable  as  the  imagina- 
tion can  possibly  suggest.'     Alas  for  the  poor  chilly  Englishman," 
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cniitiiiiit'H  Ilis  crilic,  "  lie  flouhtlcsH  cxpcctt'fl  silvery-gowned  ice  niaifJens 
to  <'oni('  sliiliii;;  nut  riiMii  iiii'lcr  llic  gliicicr  in  |n-arly  boats,  to  licar  liiin 
l)ai'i<  intci  tlifir  ilci'p  lilm-  ^^^lottoc-  ami  dells  of  ice,  and  refresh  liiin 
willi  l>ii.sNi;iii  ti'a  t'idiii  dill  lirass  samovars;  lu;  expecteil  tliese  maidens 
to  l)t'  girdled  ;ind  cruurieil  willi  c-iiri.-itinii-  ;nid  [Hippies,  ami  to  piiiek 
winy  grapes  —  witii  dust  clinging  to  their  bloomy  roundness  —  from 
living  vines  for  him  to  eat  ;  and  most  of  all  he  expected  to  find  in  some 
remote  corner  id'  the  clejir  ;ind  spar'kling  cax'ern  a  \>tii  fireplace,  '  which 
would  remind  liini  pleasantly  id'  rini^land,'  and  a  brilliant  fire  on  a 
well-swept  health,  with  the  smoke  and  sparks  going  np  thiough  a 
molted  hole  in  the  glacier." 

T\\r  Takn  i;i\er  ha-  i)een  navigated  with  canoes  for  .sixty  miles  and 
from  its  he.id  waters  Iheic  is  comparatively  easy  communication  with 
aniuenls  of  the  ^■^kon.     liut   the  \-alley  swarms  witli  niosf|uitoes. 


VIEW    OF    JUNEAU,    CAPITAL    OF    ALASKA. 


CHAPTER   XII. 


JUNEAU    AND    SKAGUAY. 


JUNEAU,  the  present  capital  of  Alaska,  is  situated  on  the  main- 
land, about  ten  miles  above  the  entrance  to  Gastineau  Channel. 
It  is  flanked  by  Mount  Juneau  rising  sheer  to  a  height  of  three 
thousand  feet  and  glittering  with  patches  of  snow  and  airy  waterfalls. 
The  wharves  line  the  beach;  numbered  avenues  run  parallel  on  ter- 
races, while  extremely  steep  streets,  intersecting,  climb  toward  the  top 
of  "  Chicken  Eidge."  Greely  declares  that  there  is  not  within  the 
limits  of  the  town  a  naturally  level  spot  a  hundred  feet  square.  The 
coui't  house  stands  out  on  the  top  of  the  hill.  There  are  a  number 
of  churches,  a  hospital,  an  "  opera  house,"  and  of  course  a  rivalry  of 
women's  clubs.  Two  daih^  papers  having  the  benefit  of  reduced  tele- 
graph rates  keep  the  inhabitants  in  touch  with  the  great  world.  The 
water  supply  is  abundant  and  good;  the  streets  are  brilliantly  lighted 
with  electricity. 

Contrary  to  general  belief  the  winter  climate  of  Juneau  is  far  milder 
than  that  of  Boston.  The  mercury  never  goes  much  below  zero.  The 
average  for  January  is  about  twenty-seven  degrees  and  for  February 
about  twenty-five  degrees.    The  precipitation  is  genei'ally  in  the  form  of 
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riiiii  iic-ir  llic  li'NcI  (if  tlic  son.  Tlic  iiiDiiiitiiiii.s  wliifli  rise  to  a  liciglit 
ot'  iml  iimic  lli.'iii  ,1  mile  an-  densely  womlcd  for-  two  tliinls  of  tliat 
elevatinii.  Alnni.-l  ;ill  tlie  vej^etal)les  ul"  llie  'I'diiiH-ratc  Zone  g^row 
almndaiitly  in  tlii-  viiiiiity  of  .liineau.  Noticeable  are  "  vine-clad  or 
flower-ernhowcrcd  cotl.i^ic-  ii;irhcd  liy  '^vny  mossed  stairways."  Tlic 
lt(i|iulntiiiii  of  llic  (own  (if  .liiiMMii  varies  t'inm  tun  to  three  thousand, 
being  increased  in  winter  by  the  influx  ot"  miners  from  tlic  colder  in- 
terior. 

(Icncr.il  (ireely  says  tli.it  in  bis  ten  visits  to  tiie  town  lie  has  experi- 
enced nn  ini|iiirtnni1y  by  beggars  or  any  nfTront  from  tlie  mythical 
border  iiilli.in,  m-  witnessed  any  oCt'ensive  drunken  scenes  or  street 
disorders.  "In  short,"  lie  says,  "  Juneau  is  a  well-governed,  intelli- 
gent, tiiriving,  self-respecting  town." 

Mrs.  lligginson  describes  her  lirst  visit  there: 

"  'i'he  unii|iie  situation  of  .limeau  appeals  powerfully  to  the  lover 
of  beauty.  There  is  an  unforgetable  cliaiin  in  its  narrow  crooked 
streets  and  winding  mossed  stairways;  its  picturesque  sliops  —  some 
with  gorgeous  totem-poles  for  signs  —  wliere  a  small  fortune  may  be 
spent  on  a  single  Attn  or  Atka  basket;  the  glitter  and  the  music  of 
its  streets  and  its  '  jilaces,'  the  latter  open  all  night;  its  people  stand- 
ing in  doorways  and  open  corners,  eager  to  talk  to  strangers  and  bid 
them  welcome;  and  its  gayly  clad  squaws,^  surrounded  by  fine  baskets 
and  other  work  of  their  brown  hands." 

After  the  discovery  made  by  K'i<-li,inl  Harris  ami  .lo>ei)iL  Juneau 
in  Octobei',  18S(t.  llieie  was  a  stampede  to  the  Taku  region.  Many 
spent  the  winter  at  Miner's  Cove  so  as  to  be  on  hand  when  spring 
broke.  During  the  first  year  a  guard  of  United  States  Marines  pre 
served  order,  but  when  it  was  withdrawn  a  reign  of  lawlessness  ensued. 
The  miners  themselves  instituted  a  vigilance  committee,  but  the  Govern 
ment  afforded  no  protection  and  refused  even  to  pass  any  land  laws. 
Even  when  they  were  ]>assed  the  ab.«!urd  regulation  that  all  claims 
umst  l)e  rectangular  and  drawn  north  and  .south. made  them  impossible 
of  application.  The  new  settlement  was  first  called  PiLsbury,  after  the 
first  assayer  who  arrived;  then  Fliptown  by  jocular  miners;  then 
Rockwell  after  the  commander  of  Jamestown;  then  TIarrisburg,  an<l. 
at  the  meeting  when  in  May,  18S2.  finally  the  name  Juneau  was  adopted 
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all  the  Chinese  were  driven  from  the  camp.  Four  years  later  anti- 
Chinese  riots  resulted  in  grievous  wrongs  to  the  long-cued  Celestials. 
The  Chinese  cabins  were  dynamited  and  the  Chinese  were  all  forcibly 
put  aboard  a  schooner  and  set  adrift  witliout  any  provisions. 

About  five  miles  across  the  channel  from  Juneau  on  Douglas  Island, 
which  is  twenty-five  miles  long  and  from  five  to  eight  miles  wide,  lie 
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the  famous  Treadwell  mines,  which  are  regarded  as  the  second  largest 
in  the  world.  The  quartz  has  been  excavated  to  a  depth  of  one  thousand 
feet  and  the  tunnels  run  under  the  channel.  The  eight  or  nine  hundred 
stamps  drop  continuously  day  and  night  with  only  two  days  of  rest 
—  Christmas  and  the  glorious  Fourth.  And  the  net  profits  from  tlie 
ore,  though  it  is  of  low  grade,  are  said  to  be  six  thousand  dollars  a 
day.  The  original  cost  to  John  Treadwell  was  less  than  five  hundred 
dollars.  At  first  he  was  obliged  to  remain  on  his  property  and  drive 
away  the  lawless  squatters  against  whom  he  had  no  other  protection 
than  force.  Millions  were  spent  on  machinery  and  equipment;  no 
expense  has  ever  been  spared  for  improvements  and  it  is  said  that  the 
treatment  of  the  iiiiiici-s  has  boon  ('(|uit;iblc  and  even  generous.  There 
ai'e  two  towns  aggregating  three  thousand  inhabitants  —  Treadwell, 
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wlicrt'  the  iiiiiit'r.s  live,  iiml  l)nii;;liis,  mainly  ilt'VoU'd  to  tradirif^  iiitcrcstH. 
Tlicy  slicldi  .iloiif?  tlic  cliMiincl  fur  ji  mile  nr  inoro  and  an-  brilliantly 
lifflifcd  and  provided  willi  all  IIh'  advant/i^*''*  ul"  fivilizalion. 

From  diincan  to  Skairnay  is  one  of  llio  most  fascinating  trijjs  in 
Scinlliciii  Aiaskji.  'I'ln'  >lii|i  rcliaccs  its  coursi^  as  I'ai-  as  tlif  sontlicrn 
end  id'  hniijrias  Island  .iinl  |i;i>>{'s  into  Lynn  ('anal  ni-  ( 'iiaiiiicj,  which 
is  a  cdiil  iniiatidii  ol'  ( 'liatliaiii  St  i  ait  scjiaratinfj  Ailiiiii  alt>'  Trom  ( 'liidi- 
ai^id"  Islands,  and  iiiakini;-  altogt'tlier  a  r<i>al  waterway  averaging  five 
miles  in  widlli  Un-  neaily  two  liiiiidred  inije.s.  Before  the  Fiussians 
permitted  their  policy  of  exteiniinaliim  tiiese  waters  were  tiie  haunts 
of  cdiintless  sea-otters.     Xow  tliey  aic  rarely  seen. 

The  hyiin  Tanal,  which  was  named  by  Vanconver  fiom  iiis  native 
town  in  Xorfolk,  is  callwl  the  noblest  and  most  majestic  of  the  slender 
waterways  of  Alaska.  It  has  lieen  sounded  to  a  deptii  of  more  tlian 
twent.\li\('  hundred  feet,  and  it  is  hounded  by  mountains  rising  more 
tlian  a  mile  in  height  on  both  sides.  Snow  covered  peaks  and  domes 
form  a  continuous  i)anorania  and  the  colnis  are  gorgeous,  especially  at 
sunset,  when  tiie  snows  become  rose,  and  the  readies  grow  purjile  and 
orange.  Kven  the  prosai<'  X'anconver's  still  nime  prosaic  officer.  Whid- 
bey.  liad  to  speak  oj'  this  t'jnnl  as  "  lidunded  by  lofty,  stupendous 
mountains,  .  .  .  forever  iloonied  to  support  a  burthen  of  undissolving 
•iee  and  snow."  The  undissolving  ice  and  snow  caused  by  the  tremen- 
dous iirecipitation  fill  the  valleys  and  form  the  wonderful  glaciers  which 
liiu>  the  canal.  One  discovered  by  the  then  Captain  T..  .V.  Beardsley  in 
1879  '*  is  surmounted  by  a  rocky  crag,  which  resembles  our  national 
bird  so  much  more  than  does  the  figure  on  the  new  dollar  that  we  chris- 
tened it  the  Eagle  Glacier." 

At  the  head  of  Chilkat  Inlet,  on  Pyramid  Harbor,  is  a  cannery  which 
exi)loits  the  nmltitudinous  salmon  which  run  up  the  river.  Back  of  it 
is  Mount  Laboudiere  which  rises  almost  perpendicularly  to  a  height 
of  nearly  two  thousand  feet.  The  woods  with  which  it  is  crowned  are 
infested  with  bears.  Summer  vi>itors  here  usually  find  a  camp  of  Chil- 
kat Indians  who  sell  blankets,  baskets,  spoons  and  curios,  as  well  as 
wonderful  bouquets  of  wild  ro.ses.  The  Chilkat  blankets  are  among 
the  nuist  famous  of  all  Indian  manufactures.  Tliey  were  formerly  dyed 
black,  yellow  and  blue  or  red  with  a  black  border  and  of  penuanent 
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colors,  but  the  demand  for  them  has  induced  their  weavers  to  use  tra- 
der's yarns  in  aniline  dyes.  Tliey  were  woven  of  tlie  finely  spun  wool 
of  the  mountain  goat  on  a  warp  of  fine  cedar  threads.  Suspended  from 
an  upright  loom  the  symbolism  of  the  native  heraldry  is  often  per- 
petuated in  their  ornamentation :  the  full  face  with  wide  nostrils,  tiny 
eyes  and  savage  teeth  represents  the  bear;  the  claws  and  inverted  eye 
stand  for  the  presence  of  the  thunder-bird. 

The  Chilkats  and  Chilkoots,  two  branches  of  the  great  ethnographic 
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division  of  the  Alaska  Indians  called  Tlingits  or  Thlinkits.  a  word 
meaning  men,  controlled  the  passes  into  the  Yukon  region.  No  mem- 
bers of  other  tribes  dared  cross  their  domain  and  for  many  years  they 
were  ready  to  attack  any  white  prospectors  or  explorers.  All  the  clans 
of  this  great  tribe  had  similar  customs  and  beliefs.  They  were  like  the 
primitive  Scots  in  their  heraldry.  Each  clan  had  its  own  totem  or 
symbol,  generally  representing  sonic  bird,  fish  oi-  animal.  The  two 
great  divisions  wei-e  the  Raven  Clan,  including  the  Fi'og,  the  Goose, 
the  Sea  Lion,  the  Owl  and  the  Salmon,  who  claimed  to  be  descended 
from  Yeslil,  the  great  Creator,  whose  dwelling-place  is  where  the  East 
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wind  hcjfiiis  to  lilow;  mikI  tin-  Wnlf  ( 'l;ui,  (IcsccihIimI  I'idih  Ivlicnukli, 
gu.-iiiliiui  of  I  he  s;ii'if<|  well,  jiiid  iiiclmliiijf  the  Hciir,  tlic  Ka)?k*,  the 
l*{ir|)(iisc.  the  Sli.iik  ;iticl  otlicrs.  At  <l,iiiccs  ;iii<l  great  ffM'eiiionies  the 
|icii|ilc  wiiiilil  l'ici|uci!t  ly  lire--  u|i  In  ir|irc-i'iit  tlie  elan  toteiri ;  ;iiiil 
easily  reeof^nized  jiiirts  ol"  it  ;i  win/^,  or  ;i  tootli.  m-  mi  eye  —  would 
he  |i;iiiitcd  nil  (.iinvas  or  shields  or  woven  into  blankets  and  baskets. 

Men  cniiM  lint  many  iiiln  their  nwn  clan  and  wlieii  they  |)rncured 
wives  riniii  a  dilTi'iciit  <-laii  the  symbol  nf  the  new  eonneetion  was  trans- 
feiTi'd  tn  the  lieraldic  totem-pole,  wliidi  thus  berame,  as  it  were,  a 
lamilN  tree.  Tlie  unfortunate  ))ersnasiniis  ol'  the  early  missionaries 
which  Icil  many  of  the  eonverts  to  destroy  their  wonderfully  carved 
and  cnhncd  poles  can  not  be  sufficiently  regretted.  Tiiou.sands  of  them 
have  disappearecl.  'I'lic  llaniman  exi)edition  visited  several  deserted 
villages  alnii<;  (lie  coast   wiiere  the  poles  were  still  standing  —  mute 

witnesses  of  a  peli>he(|  people. 

The  ijreat  K'ussian  missionary,  N'eniaminof,  made  many  interesting 
observations  on  their  habits  and  customs.  Their  favorite  medium 
of  exchange  was  blankets,  and  they  were  sufficiently  mercenary  to  be 
satisfied  for  any  injury,  even  for  a  mortal  one,  with  a  payment  in  that 
conuiiodity.  Tiiis  was  not  always  reasonably  reckoned.  Thus  it  is 
said  that  when  a  Sitkan  Thlinkit  broke  into  the  cabin  of  a  wiiite  man 
and  drank  himself  to  death,  his  clan  denuinded  and  received  compen- 
sation as  if  they  had  been  to  bhime.  On  another  occasion  a  trading 
schooner  rescued  two  Thlinkit  fishermen  from  a  sinking  canoe.  The 
owners  themselves  cut  the  craft  adrift,  but  when  the  humane  captain 
went  out  of  his  way  to  land  the  two  men  at  their  village,  the  inhab- 
itants demanded  payment  for  the  lost  canoe  and  threatened  summary 
vengeance  if  it  were  not  instantly  paid. 

Tn  the  olden  days  these  tribes  made  themselves  as  hideous  as  pos- 
silile.  es])ecially  when  about  to  go  into  battle.  Both  men  and  women 
painted  their  faces  black  with  soot  and  red  with  cinnabar,  afterwards 
scratching  horrible  designs  on  them  with  wooden  sticks.  They  wore 
silver  rings  or  even  feathers  or  other  ob.iects  in  the  nose,  the  septum 
being  jiierced  in  childhood  for  this  jmrpose.  The  women  wore  a  huge 
labret  in  the  lower  lip.  On  reaching  marriageable  age  the  lip  was 
l^ierced  and  a  small  round  jnece  of  bone  or  silver  was  inserted.     This 
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hole  was  enlarged  gradually,  in  some  cases  the  ornament  being  two 
inches  in  diameter,  making  the  lip  protrude  and  rendering  it  impos- 
sible to  close.  The  old  chieftainess  who  attacked  Vancouver  so  fiercely 
was  conspicuous  by  reason  of  this  disgusting  deformity.  They  also 
pierced  their  ears  to  commemorate  some  great  exploit.  Their  war 
canoes  were  frequently  carved  out  from  a  single  log  large  enough  to 
carry  fortv  or  fifty  men,  and  were  ornamented  at  bow  and  stern  with 
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gayly  colored  barbaric  carvings,  as  were  also  the  paddles  and  oars. 
They  had  the  art  of  forging  copper  and  they  even  carved  jade.  Eth- 
nologists have  traced  a  connection  between  the  language  of  the  Thlin- 
kits  and  the  Apaches  as  well  as  of  the  Aztecs.  It  is  possible  that  the 
earliest  immigrants  came  from  Asia  and  descended  toward  the  south. 
Their  own  legends  indicate  a  contrary  arrival. 

Confined  to  a  narrow  belt  of  coast  the  Thliukits  were  great  fisher- 
men and  hunters  of  sea-creatures.  Fi-om  superstition  they  refrained 
fi'diii  killing  birds  and  they  did  not  like  to  interfere  with  bears,  having 
been  imbued  by  their  shamans,  or  mcdicino  men,  willi  the  notion  that 
bears  are  human  beings  in  aiiimai  sjiape.     Their  treatment  of  new- 
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born  cliildi-cii  iiinl  of  women  Ju'-t  (IrlivtM-cfl  was  crncl  in  the  extroiiu?; 
it  wiis  a  woriilcr  llial  ;in\  snivivtMl.  Tlicy  liiirni-d  tln-ir  dead  and  ac- 
companied tin-  cncmony  willi  cnrions  actions,  sometimes  tin-  relativcH 
pnttinj;  their  heads  in  tiie  (lames  anil  hurniiifjr  o(T  all  the  hair,  or  other- 
wise tortnrin^  their  lle>li.  Al'ler  the  cremation  thi'  relatives  inchil^ed 
in  .-I  rei,Milar  wake  for  I'oiir  iii,i,dits  in  suceossion,  liowling  themselves 
lin,M-^e.  Siimetinies  if  tile  deceased  was  woaltliv  a  slave  or  two  would 
lie  l<illed  to  ^i\'e  Ilim  ser\-ice  ill  aiml  lier  umld.  Al  the  end  ol"  tlie  period 
dl'  ninii riling' i;'i  ft s  wei'c  (list  riliiitec I  ;iiii|  ,ill  |ire^enl  indul{:fer|  in  ;i  feast. 
The  lieir  was  a  sister's  son,  and  he  was  comiieileii  to  niari'v  tlie 
widow. 

This  j;ivin^  of  presents  is  called  potialch,  and  is  often  so  e.xtrava- 
jifant  as  to  ruin  tliose  giving  thoni.  The  ceremony  is  tims  described  by 
Paul  S.  Lnttrell :  "  The  most  i)rolifie  source  of  potlatching  is  the  erec- 
tion of  new  houses.  The  location  for  tlie  new  building  is  selected  at 
a  '  smoking  council  '  of  the  tribe,  after  which  the  erection  is  commenced, 
tlie  owner  being  assisted  by  such  members  of  his  tribe  as  are  experts. 
.\s  it  draws  near  completion  another  council  is  held,  at  which  is  deciilod 
the  date  of  th(>  i)otlatch.  The  whole  tribe  is  notified  and  each  member 
is  expected  to  ciuiti'ibute  something  toward  the  potlatch  and  the  sub- 
.seijuent  feast.  On  the  eventful  morning  all  assemble  at  the  new  house, 
each  in  his  best,  with  the  exposed  portion  of  their  bodies  covered  with 
jiaint  and  further  embellished  with  wads  of  cotton  pasted  at  irregular 
intervals  on  the  face  and  in  tlie  hair.  The  festivities  commence  with 
a  dance,  the  women  executing  a  species  of  side-shuffle,  while  the  men 
augment  the  enthusiasm  by  stamping  their  feet.  E)verybody  sings. 
"When  the  song  and  dancing  are  finished,  some  one  hands  up  a  bolt  of 
calico,  or  some  blankets,  handkerchiefs,  soap,  or  what  not,  at  the  same 
time  mentioning  the  name  of  the  person  or  persons  to  whom  the  donor 
desires  the  present  to  be  given.  (It  is  well  to  mention  parenthetically, 
that  the  potlatch  jiresents  and  feast  ai-e  given  to  members  of  opposite 
tribes.)  The  jiresent.  whatever  it  may  l>e,  is  divided  or  torn  into  as 
many  portions  as  donees,  and  then  presented,  after  which  more  singing 
and  more  jiresents,  until  everything  is  given  away.  This  may  last 
twenty-four  or  forty-eight  hours,  the  women  during  this  time  never 
leaving  the  house,  and  eating  nothing  save  an  occasional  cracker,  which 


1582 


THE    NEW   AMERICA. 


may  have  been  presented  to  them,  moistening  their  throats  as  they 
become  dry  with  the  juice  of  tobacco,  made  moist  in  a  can  of  water. 

"  After  the  potlatch  comes  the  feast.  Rice  has  been  cooked  and 
seasoned  with  molasses  and  seal  oil;  boxes  of  sugar  and  biscuits  ai'e 
opened,  and  an  abundance  of  the  omnipresent  seal  grease  i^rovided. 
Every  available  receptacle,  from  a  washtub  to  an  old  tin  can,  is  used 
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for  passing  around  the  food,  and  everybody  eats  until  their  stomachs 
rebel,  go  outside,  relieve  themselves  by  vomiting,  and  return  to  the 
attack,  until  all  has  been  consumed.  They  know  no  such  thing  as  an 
intermediate  point.  The  potlatch  and  subsequent  feast  must  exceed 
the  cost  of  the  simple  structure  in  honor  of  which  it  is  given  many 
times." 

The  Tlilinkit  mythology  is  largely  concerned  with  tlie  adventures 
of  Yeshl,  who  was  able  to  fly  in  the  skin  of  the  long-billed  kutzgatushl 
or  crane.  AMien  his  jealous  imele  tried  to  kill  him  as  he  had  killed 
all  of  his  other  nephews  by  upsetting  them  ffoin  a  canoe,  Yeshl  walked 
along  the  seabottoiii  and  cscaiied.     Thi'ii  the  wicked  unele,  who  seems 
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to  cMiinv-poriil  til  S.iliirii  in  (ircck  iii\  1  linliif^y,  scut  a  j^i'i-at  (looil.  V(?.slil 
[tilt  1)11  his  cijiiir  skill  ;iiii|  llcw  ii|)  i/ili)  the  skic's  until  the  fliiiid  -nltsldc*). 
His  iiiaiiiifi'  of  ;ri\i,iir  iiiaiikind  Vip\\\  is  tlms  (Icscrihcii : 

,\  ri<'li  ami  pnuci  I'lil  riiid'  had  Ihr  siiii,  riniuii  ami  stars  ("onffijdud  in 
three  stroilj;  boxes,  lie  ah^o  had  a  daULclil'T  wlmni  hi-  h)\cd  and  pain- 
[HTi'd  hilt  i,'iiaidiM|  with  i'\t  lanidiiiary  caro.  Veslil  discovered  that  the 
only  way  In  nhtaiii  possessinii  i<\'  the  ti"easiirps  of  liglit  was  io  he  hoi-ri 
as  the  chirf's  fjrandsoii.  Ilr  t  lanstornic*]  liiinsolf  into  a  l)lade  of  grass 
anil  wlicii  the  hcaiitil'iil  iiiaidrii  di'aiik  rroiii  hci'  l)i)\vl  lie  siipix-d  down 
licr  tiiroat,  and  in  due  time  was  iioin  as  a  tiny  infant.  Hit  father  took 
a  great  fancy  to  this  mysterious  grandson  and  there  was  notliing  that 
lie  wdiiM  nut  liivT  til  him.  <  inrc  npmi  a  time  he  hcgan  to  ci'y  and  '^ould 
not  he  ipiicti'ii.  lie  managed  to  signify  that  what  he  wanted  w  a  ~  in 
tile  three  .sacred  boxes.  The  giandfatlier  to  i)aeify  him  let  him  have 
one  of  them.  TTe  dragged  it  out  of  doors,  opened  the  lid,  and  lo,  ilie 
star.s  were  shining  in  lieaven !  Tiie  ru.se  worked  similarly  well  in  re- 
gard to  the  moon,  but  when  he  tried  to  obtain  tlie  tliird  box  containing 
the  sun  the  grandfather  was  inexorable.  l>ut  when  the  boy  refu.sed  to 
be  comforted  he  let  him  play  with  it  on  the  condition  that  he  should 
not  ojien  the  lid.  As  soon  as  he  got  it  outside  he  transformed  himself 
into  a  great  raven  and  Hew  away  with  tiie  box.  As  he  flew  he  heard 
voices  but  cuiihl  not  see  the  people  becau.se  the  sun  was  .still  in  the 
box.  When  at  last  he  ojiened  it,  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth  were 
frightened  at  the  dazzling  luilliancy  and  liid  themselves  and  were 
changed  into  fishes,  bears  and  other  animals  according  to  their  hiding- 
place.  But  the  Thlinkits  were  still  without  fire;  it  was  only  to  be  found 
on  an  island  fai'  nut  at  sea.  This  Indian  Prometheus  flew  thither, 
l)icked  up  a  burning  Inand  and  Imrried  back  with  it;  luit  the  distance 
was  so  great  that  when  he  got  back  the  brand  was  almost  con.sumed 
and  even  his  bill  was  scorched.  Consequently  he  dropped  the  glowing 
coal  and  the  sparks  were  scattered  over  the  whole  shore;  that  is  why 
botli  wood  and  stniie  contain  fire. 

He  also  procured  fresh  water  for  his  people  from  the  sacred  well 
guarded  by  Khenukh.  the  ancestor  of  the  "Wolf  clan.  Yeshl  managed 
to  gather  u]i  so)ue  in  his  hill  and  when  he  flew  back  wherever  he  drojiped 
a  drop  of  water  spread  lakes  and  ponds  and  rivers  and  brooks.    Khe- 
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nukli  was  represented  as  stronger  even  than  Yeshl,  though  not  so 
shrewd,  as  was  proved  by  the  larceny  of  the  water.  AYhen  he  had 
accomplished  all  he  felt  was  necessary  for  his  people  Yeshl  disap- 
peared and  went  to  his  home  in  the  far  east. 

The  Thlinkits  have  many  other  gods  and  spirits,  and  the  phenomena 
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of  nature  —  the  Northern  lights  and  comets  and  meteors  —  have  their 
superstitious  explanations,  as  interpreted  by  the  shamans.  They  have 
also  a  legend  of  the  flood  where  a  great  ship  stranded  on  a  submerged 
log  and  broke  in  two;  those  remaining  in  one  half  being  Thlinkit  and 
the  others  drifting  away  becoming  the  people  of  other  nations. 

One  of  the  last  of  the  native  chiefs  was  named  Klo  Kutz,  a  nuui  of 
determined  character  and  strong  will.  His  ])eo]ile  believed  that  he 
bore  a  charmed  life.  He  was  friendly  to  the  new  comers  and  when 
Professor  George  Davidson  wont  to  the  head  of  Lynn  Canal  in  isr)9 
to  observe  the  eclipse  of  the  sun  lu'  cntcrtiiiiicd  his  jiarty  ami  rciMlcrod 
him  great  assistance.  The  natives,  who  lia<l  not  lu'licved  the  profes- 
sor's prediction,  were  terribly  alarmed  wlicii  it  came  true.    They  came 
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to  llic  ciiiiclusioii  tli.il  lie  was  n  \viz;ii<l  .iml  ran  away  rioin  liiiii  as  last 
as  tlicy  cDiild  K"-  I  iilorluiiati'ly,  ciiMtact  witli  iiiiiiioral  wliiti*  men  and 
(liiiiikciiiioss  and  disease  lias  hnm^lit  about  the  decadence  of  tliis  tribe 
wbicli  was  recojjni/.fd  by  early  visitors  as  amon^  Hi''  Tniest  of  all  In- 
dians.    In  less  lliaii  I'ciitv  veais  llicv  have  been  rcdiU'tMl  Irniii  thousands 
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to  hundreds.     I'neunioiiia,  the  jjrijt  and  measles  have  always  been  pe- 
culiarly fatal  to  savages. 

Skagway,  or  more  properly  Skaguay.  said  to  mean  "  tlie  Home  of 
the  Xorth  Wiiul,"  is  the  terminus  of  the  Inside  Passage  and,  like  the 
other  large  Alaskan  towns,  exeei)ting  Xonie,  challenges  admiration  for 
its  iK^auty  of  situation.  It  is  surrounded  by  an  amphitheater  of  lofty 
mountains.  Tt  is  reached  by  Taiya  Inlet,  another  of  the  marvellous 
mountain  giiar(U'(l  waterways.  otVering  continually  changing  views  of 
snowy  ])eaks,  glittering  glaciers,  and  numberless  cascades.  Skaguay 
lies  at  the  mouth  of  the  Skaguay  TJiver,  which  after  its  swift  descent 
from  the  highlands  flows  winding  through  meadowlike  flats  and  emp- 
ties into  the  inlt>t.     The  juesent  permaueut  population  of  the  town  is 
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upwards  of  a  thousand,  dwelling  in  comfortable  houses  lighted  with 
electi'icity  and  surrounded  with  rival  flower  gardens. 

General  Greely  speaking  of  Skaguay,  "  the  best-known  town  of 
Alaska,"  says:  "  It  will  live  in  history  as  the  base  of  operations  for 
thousands  of  adventurous  prospectors  during  the  Klondike  excitement 
of  1897-1898.  SkagTiay  is  a  pleasant  base  for  excursions  for  the  Ic-^er 
of  the  picturesque,  the  admirer  of  scenery,  the  student  of  natural  his- 
tory or  ethnographical  subjects.  Eeasonably  near  are  the  Chilkat  and 
Chilkoot  villages,  with  their  native  hats,  baskets,  and  blankets.  Over 
the  White  Pass,  by  rail,  through  scenery  of  beauty  and  grandeur,  and 
along  the  way  once  marked  by  scenes  of  human  misery  and  courage, 
one  reached  in  a  few  hours  the  lake  sources  of  the  Yukon.  Near  by 
are  also  the  glaciers  of  Davidson,  Mendenhall,  and  others,  which  will 
richly  repay  a  visit.  Along  the  foaming  rapids  of  the  Skaguay  Eiver, 
with  its  flowery  banks,  or  up  the  winding  paths  to  the  mountain  for- 
ests, the  flowery  glades,  and  sylvan  lakes,  there  is  surprise  upon  sur- 
prise at  the  delights  and  beauties  that  hourly  break  in  on  one,  while 
wandering  in  the  delicious  summer  weather  of  the  Alaskan  wonder- 
land." 

Only  ten  or  twelve  years  ago,  during  the  great  Klondike  excitement, 
it  was  a  city  of  tents.  From  here  the  trail  ran  through  to  the  mining 
regions  of  the  upper  Yukon  and  the  Klondike.  In  the  grim  story  of 
the  Greed  for  Gold  the  chapter  devoted  to  the  founding  of  Skaguay 
is  perhaps  the  fullest  of  exciting  incidents  and  many  a  paragraph  would 
have  to  be  devoted  to  the  depredation  of  "  Soapy  "  Smith  and  his  band 
of  outlaws  who  nmrdered  and  robbed  the  unfortunate  prospector  who 
had  been  spotted  in  advance. 
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SKAOT'AY  is  tlie  leniiimis  nf  the  Wliito  Pass  and  Yukon  Railway, 
wliirli  was  1)(',ijun  in  ^Fay,  1S!)S.  and  finished  in  January,  IDDO. 
'Pile  jjussibilities  of  the  route  were  I'oreseen  by  M.  J.  Heney,  hut 
he  eoulil  not  interest  Auierieau  capital,  so  he  went  to  England  and  there 
siioeeeded  in  raisiiiij  the  money  needed.  The  first  twenty  miles  froin 
Skaguay,  constructed  over  tremendous  precipices,  so  steep  that  men 
working  had  to  be  suspended  from  above  on  ropes,  and  blasting  away 
colossal  clitTs,  cost  an  average  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  a  mile. 
All  the  materials  had  to  be  brought  from  Seattle  at  enormous  expense. 
Thirty-five  hundred  men  were  employed  in  its  construction,  and  in  spite 
of  the  rigors  of  the  mountain  climate  only  thirty  died  from  accident 
or  disease.  At  one  time,  however,  the  report  of  the  rich  gold-strike 
having  arrived,  fifteen  hundred  of  the  men  drew  their  pay  and  deserted. 
In  the  one  hundred  and  eleven  miles  to  White  Horse  the  road  passes 
through  only  one  tunnel,  although  it  climbs  to  such  giddy  heights  above 
the  valley  that  the  trees  along  the  foaming  stream  look  like  bushes. 
There  is  a  steel  cantilever  bridge  which  is  two  hundred  and  fifteen 
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feet  high.  Twenty  miles  up  from  Skaguay  is  the  summit  of  the  pass 
and  here  the  Canadian  and  American  boundaries  meet  with  all  the 
attendant  annoyances  of  customs  inspection.  The  little  pond  that 
flashes  sapphire  near  the  station,  perhaps  four  tliousand  feet  above 
the  sea,  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  sources  of  the  mighty  Yukon.  The 
train  passes  several  of  these  storage  lakes;  first,  Lake  Lindemann, 
which  is  seven  miles  long  and  half  a  mile  wide,  connected  by  a  brawling 
stream  three-quarters  of  a  mile  long  and  perhaps  a  hundred  feet  wide, 
witli  Lake  Bennett,  wliich  is  twenty-seven  miles  long,  though  not  more 
than  two  miles  wide,  and  the  mountains  across  are  nearly,  if  not  quite, 
a  mile  high.  They  are  of  almost  solid  iron  and  give  a  peculiar  rose 
color  to  the  distance. 

At  Caribou  Crossing  one  is  told  great  stories  of  the  daj^s  when 
droves  of  thousands  of  caribou  passed  here  on  their  way  to  their  feed- 
ing-ground through  the  liill.s  and  valleys  of  the  Stewart,  Klondike,  and 
other  rivers.  The  herd  has  been  known  to  take  ninetj"  days  at  the  rate 
of  a  thousand  a  day,  sometimes  even  more,  so  that  their  track  was 
five  miles  in  width.  Packs  of  wolves  hung  on  tlieir  skirts  and  quickly 
despatched  such  as  were  lamed  or  weak.  In  many  eases  they  proved 
the  salvation  of  half-starving  miners.  The  Crossing  is  now  a  lonely, 
desolate  hamlet,  where  in  the  old  days  th«re  must  have  been  more 
activity  than  now,  though  there  is  some  traffic  by  boat  with  the  Atlin 
mining  district  which  is  reached  by  a  chain  of  beautiful  lakes  set  like 
jewels  in  the  mountains.  The  saw-mill  at  the  head  of  Lake  Bennett 
used  to  furnish  boards  for  this  river  traffic  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred 
dollars  a  thousand  feet. 

The  traveller  has  a  chance  during  the  trip  to  see  the  great  caiion 
which  was  one  of  the  passages  most  dreaded  by  the  early  Klondike 
gold-questers.  The  sides  are  perpendicular  walls  of  dark  basalt,  rising 
one  or  two  hundred  feet,  and  crowned  with  sombre  spruces  that  climb 
the  mountain's  sides.  In  five-eighths  of  a  mile  the  river  drops  thirty 
feet,  rushing  at  the  rate  of  fifteen  miles  an  hour  between  huge  gray 
boulders  which  dash  the  foam  in  huge  sheets  and  wliirli)ools. 

Before  reaching  AVhite  Horse,  rapids  no  less  dangerous  and  treach- 
erous are  also  exhibited  to  the  admiring  tourist. 

All  along  the  railway  there  are  pleasant  and  successful  looking  set- 
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tlfiiipnis  wlii'ic  iiiiiiiijfniiits  liavc  started  liomoH  su|)|)<)rt<'il  liv  liiinliii^, 
fisliin^  and  ^al■lllill^^  'I'Ih'  siiiiiiiiit.  flioii>;li  sliorf.  allowH  tlx'  growHi 
of  many  vi'^ctalilcs  and  a  marvel  Inns  grdwtli  of  riili  and  succulent 
grass. 

White  iioi-sc  is  a   new  town,  Ixiilt  prinripaliy  ol'  wood,  liou.-inf^  tif- 
teeii  iiiindrcd  .n-  moic  irdial)itants,  most  of  wlioin  arc  prosperous,  and 
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see  to  it  that  the  town  is  kept  in  jierfect  order.    In  the  vicinity  are  rich 
cop]ier  mines  whicli  the  railway  renders  available. 

Steamboats  leave  White  Horse  for  Dawson  three  times  a  week  in 
summer,  the  tri|)  takine:  two  days.  The  distance  is  three  hundred  and 
fifty  miles.  After  river  navigation  is  closed  six-horse  stages  or  four- 
horse  sleighs  make  the  triji  in  six  days.  As  in  all  rivers,  at  least  in 
their  upi)or  reaches,  the  cliannel  shifts  from  side  to  side,  and  there 
are  many  changing  sandbars  where  a  boat  is  likely  to  go  aground.  The 
Lewes-Yukon  flows  through  Lake  Kluk-tassi  or  Lebarge,  famous  for 
its  graylinn  and  whitofish.  This  is  thirty-two  miles  long  and  three  and 
a  half  miles  wide,  witli  gray  clilTs  and  cohunns  of  red  rocks,  adorned 
with  a  single  island.    The  sweeping  slopes  are  heavily  wooded.    Shortly 
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after  leaving  the  lake  the  banks  of  the  river  contract  to  less  than  five 
hundred  feet  and  the  stream  ]3onrs  swiftly  among  five  huge  columns 
of  stone,  giving  the  rapids  its  name  of  "  the  Five  Fingers." 

The  Pelley  River,  rising  in  the  Pelley  Mountains,  is  joined  at  the 
old  Hudson  Bay  station  of  Selkirk  by  the  Lewes,  which  drains  a  num- 
ber of  lakes,  both  of  them  being. frequently  reinforced  by  affluents 
draining  other  valleys,  and  there  form  the  Yukon,  which,  after  flowing 
twenty-three  hundred  miles,  empties  into  Bering  Sea  in  the  far  and 
frozen  north.  Any  one  interested  in  Alaska  should  certainly  read 
Schwa tka's  account  of  his  famous  descent  of  this,  the  fourth  largest 
river  on  the  continent.  At  Selkirk  the  great  river  cuts  through  the 
mountains  and  offers  the  most  magnificent  scenery  for  one  hundred 
and  fifty  miles. 

Dawson  is  the  capital  of  the  Yukon  territory,  and  being  the  financial 
and  social  centre  of  the  Klondike  region  has  attained  eminence  as  a 
city.  It  has  enormous  storehouses  for  the  transportation  companies; 
it  has  banks  and  clubs,  churches  and  library,  hospitals  and  newspapers ; 
good  water  works,  but  as  yet  poor  sewerage.  The  city  extends  for 
about  a  mile  along  the  river  and  is  built  back  to  the  hill.  The  streets 
are  wide  and  well  cared  for.  Frame  or  log  houses  prevail,  the  uncer- 
tainty of  foundation  on  frozen  soil  being  adverse  either  to  brick  or 
plastered  houses.  Many  of  the  roofs  are  covered  with  soil  to  a  con- 
siderable depth  and  in  summer  these  are  gay  with  greenery  or  with 
brilliant  flowers.  A  visitor  in  August  is  likely  to  be  amazed  at  the 
display  of  vines  and  blooms,  making  the  whole  town  seem  like  one 
great  flower  garden  sloping  up  toward  the  hills.  The  public  school- 
house  cost  fifty  thousand  dollars;  the  governor's  mansion,  which  was 
built  of  British  Columbia  fir  and  most  luxuriantly  furnished,  was  des- 
troyed by  fire  in  1907.  The  governor's  private  office  is  now  in  the 
great  administration  buikling  which  is  situated  in  the  midst  of  a  small 
park.  The  i)lace  is  rather  strictly  governed,  order  being  maintained 
for  the  ten  thousand  inhabitants  by  the  famous  Northwest  Mounted 
Police. 

From  Dawson  one  can  make  excursions,  ])er!iaps  by  automobUc,  to 
the  Golconda  which  served  to  create  this  metropolis  in  the  midst  of 
the  fi'ozen  wilderness.     The  rich  placers  along  the  little  streams  that 
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ht'l|i<'il  III  trcil  ihi'  ii|i|Mi  ^'ll^l.ll,  Ivpilii'il  liy  tlir  1\ loiulikf.  or  'I'roti- 
Diciick,   wliirli   lijiH  f?iv('ii   its   mmiim'   In   IIk-  wIioIu  Jistrirl   mikI  almost 

I'flipscd  Alaska  ilsclf,  were  >| ilily  cxliaiistcd  and  liad  not  expensive 

systems  of  liydiaiilic  mininj^  Iteen  int  lodiiccd  l)y  tin-  syiulicatcs  and 
coniliined  companies,  I  )a\vson  wonld  li.ivi-  Im-cm  deserted  like  so  many 
oilier  nmsliroom  towns. 

(ii'(iii;c   ( '.irniMck.   with    two    iiMliaii    hrotliers   nl'   his   wile.    wa>   one 
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day  in  August.  ISW,  tishinjr  ;it  the  moutli  of  the  Klondike  River. 
They  struck  Bonanza  (^reek,  and  on  ])iospecting  washed  out  twelve 
dolhirs  from  their  first  jian.  Tliey  immediately  staked  claims.  On 
the  site  of  Hnwson  they  luiilt  a  raft  and  tloated  down  tlie  river  to 
Forty  Mile  Creek  to  tile  tiieir  claim.  The  first  year  three  hiunlred 
thousanil  dollars  were  taken  out.  The  yield  in  1000  had  risen  to  twenty- 
two  million  two  hnndred  and  seventy-five  thousand;  since  then  it  has 
been  steadily  diminishing. 

The  traveller  with  jdenty  of  time  may  take  steamship  at  Dawson 
for  the  great  \\\\)  down  the  Yukon  to  its  mouth.  Forty-Mile,  which 
should  have  borne  its  native  name  of  Chetondeg,  was  tlie  first  mining 
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camp  on  the  Yukon.  It  even  boasted  of  an  opera  house,  but  the  Klon- 
dike strike  depopulated  it.  It  has  still  some  importance  as  the  mining 
interests  in  the  neighborhood  are  dependent  on  it  for  supplies.  The 
source  of  the  mighty  Tanana  River,  the  greatest  trilnitary  of  the  Yukon, 
having  been  navigated  by  steamboat  for  seven  hundred  miles,  is  not 
fai-  a-vray  from  the  somve  of  Forty-^file.  Fifty  miles  farther  down 
the  river,  at  the  junction  of  the  now  famous  Mission,  is  Eagle,  the 
first  town  in  Alaska  proper.  It  has  a  population  of  several  hundred 
people  and  is  likely  to  grow  in  importance  as  soon  as  it  is  connected 
by  railway,  as  it  is  now  by  telegi'aph,  with  Valdez,  at  the  head  of 
Prince  William  Sound.  Companies  of  American  soldiers  are  generally 
stationed  at  Fort  Egbert  and  the  presence  of  the  officers  and  their 
wives  gives  the  place  a  pleasant  society.  Although  it  is  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  the  Arctic  Circle,  and  more  than  three  hundred  miles  from 
the  coast,  the  inhabitants  point  with  pride  to  their  native  vegetables, 
which  attain  great  luxuriance  by  having  the  sun  all  day  and  all  night 
during  the  short  summer.  Here  one  might  if  one  pleased  leave  the 
steamship  and  return  to  the  coast  by  the  government  trail,  following 
the  telegraph  posts  and  crossing  the  wonderful  Chugatch  mountains. 

Circle  City,  so  named  because  of  its  proximity  to  the  Arctic  Circle, 
is  hardly  a  city  now,  though  before  the  Klondike  days  the  discovery 
of  gold  on  Birch  Creek,  a  few  miles  away,  attracted  more  than  a  thou- 
sand miners.  The  most  northerly  point  on  the  Yukon  is  at  Port  Yukon, 
established  by  the  Hudson  Bay  Company  in  1847,  first  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Porcupine  Eiver,  which  is  navigable  for  light  draft  steam-boats 
for  one  hundred  miles.  It  used  to  take  two  years  to  reach  this  place 
from  York  Factory  on  Hudson  Bay,  four  thousand  miles  to  the  east. 
It  was  formerly  a  great  centre  for  the  fur  trade  among  the  Indians, 
but  as  that  trade  diminished  there  was  nothing  to  keeji  it  alive  and 
now  what  is  of  chief  ititerest  is  the  lonely  graveyard,  said  to  l)e  the 
only  one  in  the  Arctic  Circle. 

The  i-iver  below  Dawson  is  often  called  the  Upper  Ramparts  and 
here  is  the  finest  scenery  in  Alaska,  the  stream  being  half  a  mile  wide 
and  flowing  between  lofty  banks.  Then  for  two  hundred  miles  it  winds 
through  "  the  Flats,"  sometimes  there  dividing  into  several  channels 
with  sluggish  current  and  offering  great  obstacles  to  the  pilots  from 
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llic  sliit'tinii^  l);ns.  It  1ms  bct-ii  cstiiiiMh-il  tjiat  tlic  isl;iii<ls  lliiis  formed 
arc  iis  iii.iiiy  .is  ten  llioiisiiiKl  in  iihimImt  mikI  many  iti  tlics*?  arc  rovt-rcA 
with  ;i  dense  H:rii\vfli  of  cottdnwooil,  birch  and  spruef-  in-cs.  Tlic  valloy 
widens  unt,  into  a  comitarativcly  level  plain,  iu  sohh;  places  a  liundrcrj 
miles  from  escarpment  to  escari)nient.  Many  travellors  are  wearicfl 
l)V  tile  iiiiiiHiliiiiv .  liiit  iitlnTs  find  a  ^icat  ciiaiin  in  tlie  wide  s|»aces  and 
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the  silence,  the  distant  views  of  cloudlike  mountains,  occasional  glimpses 
of  Indian  or  Eskimo  settlements  as  the  steamship  ajiproaches  the  shore. 
The  third  great  division  6f  the  river  is  also  called  the  Ramparts. 
Here  it  again  contiacts  into  a  narrow  swift  current,  in  some  places 
shooting  down  at  an  incline  of  more  than  twenty  feet  to  the  mile.  The 
town  of  Kami)art.  founded  by  Captain  Mayo  in  lS7o,  was  formerly  the 
head(iuarters  of  the  Third  Judicial  District  of  Alaska;  it  has  lost  some 
of  its  importance  but  has  a  charm  all  its  own.  On  the  blutT  runs  the 
long  winding  sti'eet  with  log  houses  having  the  characteristic  earth- 
aiid  lli'wer  covered  roofs.  It  has  a  population  of  about  four  hundred 
and  is  the  ceiiti-e  of  tradt'  for  the  Minouk  mining  regions,  which  in  1906 
jiroduced  three  hundred  and  tifty  thi>usand  dollars,  lying  toward  the 
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south.  On  the  other  side  of  the  river  and  half  a  mile  away  the  Gov- 
ernment maintains  a  successful  agricultural  station  which  has  proved 
that  grain  can  ripen  there  year  after  year,  while  potatoes,  cabbages, 
peas  and  other  vegetables  thrive  wonderfully.  Though  the  winter  tem- 
perature sometimes  reaches  seventy  degrees  below  zero  the  climate  is 
not  so  severe  as  in  Minnesota  because  blizzards  are  unknown. 

"Within  a  day's  sail  of  Rampart,  down  at  the  junction  of  the  gi-eat 
River  Tanana  is  the  town  of  Tanana,  sometimes  called  Weare.    It  is 
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regarded  as  the  most  beautiful  place  on  the  Yukon,  being  situated  on 
a  high  intervale  with  a  magnificent  view  of  wide  spreading  waters. 
Cities  at  the  junction  of  great  rivers  have  always  a  peculiarly  inspiring 
charm.  Tanana  has  wide  streets  and  the  log  houses,  all  adorned  with 
summer  blooms,  are  set  far  back  embowered  in  lovely  colors.  Adjoin- 
ing Tanana  is  Fort  Gibson,  established  in  1900.  It  is  garrisoned  by 
two  coiTipanies  of  United  States  Infantry  and  a  company  of  the  Signal 
Corps.  It  would  be  no  exile  for  a  man  to  be  stationed  there  even  in 
winter,  for  the  long  nights  are  made  gay  by  all  sorts  of  athletic  sports 
and  the  summers  are  a  dream  of  delight  —  a  clear  sparkling  atmos- 
phere perfumed  with  myriads  of  roses. 
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I'l'Miii  'r.'in.'Miii  Mill-  iii.'iy  iii.'iki'  :i  si<l(>  fxciirsioii  ii|i  the  'r;iijaii:i  K'i\'<T 
ti)  till'  liiif  tii'U  low  II  nf  l'';iiili;iiil<s,  \vlii<'li  is  one  of  flic  laixt'^l  (•(•litres 
nl  |Mi|.iil;itinii  in  AI,L-I<;i.  In  ISKS  Mr.  Alfrcil  II.  Brooks,  one  of  Hie 
iihlcsl  aUiii'iics  (iT  till'  riiiti'd  Sljitcs  (icoio^^iciil  Siirvi-y,  prodicfcd  tliat 
gold  would  lie  t"oiiiid  ill  IIm'  valley  of  this  jfreat  river,  l-'our  years  later 
Felix  I'cilin.  JDllowiiij^f  tlie  indications,  made  llie  first  rli.seovery  and 
liy  the  aiitiiiiin  (if  the  uext  year  eight  hundred  men  were  staking  claims 
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ill  the  vnrious  streams  tiiat  are  friiiutary  tn  it.  The  district  and  prin- 
c'ii)al  camp  wore  named  Fairbanks,  after  the  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States.  By  100(5  tlie  output  of  gold  had  reached  more  than  nine 
millions;  its  trade  alone  in  1007  liad  attained  a  volume  of  more  than 
two  millions,  and  that  year  a  disastrous  strike  occurred.  Tt  was  at- 
tended with  great  violence  and  put  a  temporary  end  to  the  prosperity 
of  the  jilace. 

Tlio  town  of  riiena.  although  situated  at  the  junction  of  the  Chena 
and  the  Tanaiia.  at  the  head  of  navigation  for  large  steamships,  has 
not  ke))t  pace  with  Fairbanks  for  the  reason  that  it  is  eight  or  nine 
miles  farther  away  from  the  gold-producing  creeks. 
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The  river  is  open  generally  for  five  months  —  from  about  the  middle 
of  May  until  the  middle  of  October.  From  ('bona  one  can  go  to  Fair- 
banks by  the  Tanana  Valley  Railway;  this  also  connects  with  the 
princii)al  mines.  A  railway,  possibly  two,  will  soon  connect  it  with 
the  coast.  Even  now  one  can  ride  comfortably  in  summer,  at  least 
from  Fairbanks  to  Valdez,  in  n  little  more  than  a  week.    That  the  rail- 
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road  is  needed  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  over  the  forty-five  miles  al- 
ready constructed  as  many  as  fifty  thousand  passengers  are  carried  in 
a  single  season,  while  the  freight  transported  amounts  to  fifteen  thou- 
sand tons  at  a  present  cost  of  fifty-eight  cents  a  ton  per  mile.  When 
the  material  for  the  railway  was  first  brought  —  some  of  it  from  a 
distance  of  six  thousand  miles  —  the  local  freight  rate  was  nearly  six 
times  as  much. 

Fairbanks  is  one  of  the  marvels  of  the  North.  It  is  a  well-built  town 
with  a  permanent  population  of  upwards  of  four  thousand;  The  town 
is  lighted  by  electricity,  a  central  steam  plant  heats  the  business  section 
and  many  private  houses.    An  excellent  telephone  service  extends  not 
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only  tliidiif^linnt  the  i-ity,  lint  iilsu  into  seven  JKlJaeent  towns  ;niii  even 
to  the  mines  in  the  neiKlil'oring  valleys.  There  is  a  full  water  supply, 
enahlini;  the  lire  ili-triil  to  lioast  of  fil'teen  or  more  streams  at  one 
hundretl  ami  forty  poirnil>  pressure.  There  are  three  banks,  eacli  main- 
taining an  expert  assaxcr.  ()pp().-ite  the  city,  on  (i;inleii  l-laml.  on 
till'  left  li.ink  iif  Ihe  i-i\ei-,  ami  innniTtcil  j)y  two  >iil)stantial  hridfjes, 
are  situated  li\('  lar,i;e  saw  mills  which  C'Xj)loit  the  native  timlier,  which 
consists  of  pdpl.ir,  spruce,  hemhick  ami  birch,  raited  down  from  the 
upjier  reaches  of  the  rixcr.  Here  also  are  the  fonndi'ies  and  tlie  ter- 
minals of  the  i-ailway. 

There  arc  twelve  Imlcls,  two  daily  papers,  jiiinted  on  cylinder 
presses,  a  weekly  and  a  (piartoi-ly,  two  jjenorously  managed  Iiosjiitals, 
and  live  churches,  a  large  theater,  clubs  and  otiicr  adjuncts  to  instruc- 
tion and  amusement.  The  fdui-year  course  at  the  Fairbanks  high 
school  admits  to  Washington  State  University  by  certificate. 

Within  a  few  miles  (d"  I''airbanks  more  than  thirty  thousand  acres 
of  productive  land  have  been  |ireenipted  according  to  the  United  States 
homestead  laws  and  the  productiveness  of  the  .soil  is  amazing  to  all 
visitors.  This  is  es))ecially  true  of  the  region  round  the  Hot  Springs 
in  the  lower  valley  of  the  Tanana,  where  all  sorts  of  delicious  vegetables 
are  raised  and  the  hay  crop  is  enorinous.  The  town  is  governed  by  a 
connci!  of  seven  members  and  a  courtesy  mayor.  The  finances  are 
provided  by  various  forms  of  taxation  and  assessment,  and  in  190fi 
the  budget  amounted  to  almost  a  hundred  thousand  dollars,  which  sup- 
ports the  fire  department,  the  police,  the  streets  and  the  hospitals. 

During  the  last  long  readies  of  the  Yukon  through  low-lying  plains 
the  princi{)al  town  to  interest  the  traveller  is  Xulato,  of  tragic  memory. 
It  is  about  three  hundred  miles  below  Tanana.  Here  occurred  bloody 
encounters  with  savage  natives  and  more  than  once  the  fortification 
there  was  destroyed  and  all  its  garrison  murdered. 

Xulato  is  within  the  United  States  Reindeer  Reserve  and  is  one  of 
the  headquarters  for  the  herd.  These  are  the  result  of  the  application 
made  by  the  Jesuit  director  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Mission,  who.  in 
isnn,  wrote  Dr.  Sheldon  Jackson,  assuring  him  that  there  was  plenty 
of  deer  moss  within  sixty  miles  of  that  place. 
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Copyriglit,  1900,  by  E.  A.  Hegg. 


CHAPTER    XIV. 


REINDEER   AND   ESKIMOS. 

THE  story  of  the  introduction  of  the  reindeer  into  Alaska  is  most 
interesting.  They  have  long  been  comparatively  abundant  on 
the  other  side  of  Bering  Strait  but  had  never  been  brought  to 
Alaska,  nor  had  any  serious  attempt  ever  been  made  to  domesticate 
the  caribou.  On  the  Asian  continent  his  value  had  long  been  recog- 
nized. Like  the  banyan  tree  of  the  Tropics  this  product  of  the  North. 
is  useful  in  every  part  to  the  native.  His  flesh  is  nutritious  and  espe- 
cially rich  in  carbon.  The  milk  is  used  for  drinking  and  for  cheese;  the 
horns  are  utilized  for  making  knife  handles,  or  when  scraped  for  form- 
ing ammonia ;  the  skins  are  invaluable  for  clothing  and  for  boots ;  even 
the  entrails  are  valuable.  The  animals  feed  on  the  moss  of  the  tundra 
which  has  been  repeatedly  pointed  out  as  sufficient  to  support  ten  mil- 
lions of  them;  they  find  it  for  themselves,  scratching  up  the  snow 
with  their  sharp  hoofs.  They  require  no  grass,  hay  or  grain.  As  car- 
riers across  the  snow  they  are  far  superior  to  the  Eskimo  or  malamute 
dogs,  and  more  reliable,  a  team  often  being  able  to  make  one  hundred 
miles  a  day. 
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l)i".  Slicldoii  .l;icl<s(>ii,  ( '(»iiiiiiissii)iit'r  of  I'liliii'iitinii  tor  Al;isk;i,  coii- 
ceivt'd  till'  plan  of  iiiiportiii);  a  snniciciit  iimnlxT  nf  tlicsc  j-c'iti<lc<T  from 
Silicria,  toj^cllicr  witli  ,i  niiiiilirr  nf  l,;i|il.iiicli'r-.s,  l''irni>  ami  Xorwit^ians 
will)  wi-ri'  ;i('<|ii,'iiritri|  witii  tln-ii'  lialiits  ami  inana^ciiiciit,  so  ns  to  train 
till'  native  Mskinid  in  the  mm-  oI'  the  animals.  It  was  felt  hy  liini  that 
as  tlic  native  |H>|iiil;itinii  was  hccoininj;  more  ami  nmrx'  desperate  owing 
to  diminution  of  their  n.itiiral  food  supply  sonictliing  should  be  done 
to  KU|)pi»rt  the  unfortimates.  With  ^jreat  dilheully  he  prevailed  upon 
Confjrpss  to  api)r()priate  a  fund  for  this  purpose.  Ilis  i)lan  was  to 
intro(hico  at  eaeli  of  the  tiiirty-nine  schools  scattered  through  tlio  frozen 
north,  from  the  Yukon  to  tl)e  end  of  the  Aleutian  Islands,  a  nucleus 
of  a  held  wiiich  should  he  under  the  care  of  leliahle  natives  selected 
by  the  toaeliers.  Tie  assured  the  Government  that  "  reindeer  entrusted 
to  the  ordinary  individual  savage  would  disappear  within  a  twelve- 
month after  they  had  been  given  to  him."  So  he  inaugurated  the  pol- 
icy of  lending  small  herds  to  missionary  societies,  the  Government 
reserving  the  right,  after  a  term  of  not  less  than  three  years,  to  call 
upon  the  mission  station  for  the  same  number  of  deer  that  composed 
the  herd  leased,  being  regarded  as  "  in  the  nature  of  an  outfit  of  indus- 
trial ajiparatus."  Knowing  the  natural  increase  of  the  reindeer  he 
predicted  that  a  herd  of  five  liundred  ought  to  furnish  an  increase  of 
two  hundred  eaeli  spring.  In  ISOl  si.xteen  head  of  reindeer  were  intro- 
duced as  an  experiment;  by  natural  increase  and  by  tlie  accretion  of 
others  imported  from  Siberia,  in  two  years  the  number  had  risen  to 
fourteen  hundred  and  sixty-six.  The  next  year  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
one  were  imported  from  Siberia,  and  in  spite  of  some  losses  by  the 
next  year  they  had  increased  to  more  than  two  thousand.  At  the  pres- 
ent time  the  herds  are  estimated  to  amount  to  more  than  ten  times 
that  number,  some  under  PVderal  control,  others  loaned  to  missions 
for  the  purposes  of  industrial  training,  and  still  others  kept  at  .special 
stations  for  emergency  inirjioses. 

ITow  useful  they  may  be  in  such  circumstances  is  well  shown  by  a 
report  made  to  tlio  Government  by  the  Honorable  John  G.  Brady,  the 
former  missionary  Governor  of  Alaska,  in  1891).  After  showing  how 
unjust  many  persons  and  even  newspapers  had  been  in  reviling  the 
chief  promoter  of  the  scheme,  and  calling  it  a  fad.  he  goes  on  to  say: 


IGOO 


THE   NEW   AMERICA. 


"  The  purchase  of  several  hundred  of  these  animals  in  Norway  and 
Lapland  and  .their  shipment  across  the  Atlantic  and  the  continent  and 
by  steamship  again  from  Seattle  to  Haines  Mission,  and  the  dying  of 
a  large  proportion  of  them  at  that  point,  and  all  the  subsequent  evils, 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  ijroblems  of  the  introduction  of  domestic 
reindeer  into  westei'n  and  northern  Alaska  for  the  use  of  the  Eskimos. 
When  editors  and  writers  raise  the  cry  of  '  failure  '  and  '  fad  '  they 
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simply  show  that  thej'  are  not  acquainted  with  the  facts,  or,  if  they 
are,  that  thej^  are  prejudiced  and  are  not  willing  to  stick  to  the  truth. 
"  At  the  very  time  the  cry  of  starvation  was  raised  in  the  newspapers 
concerning  the  miners  on  the  Klondike,  another  cry  went  up  that  a 
large  number  of  whalers  at  Point  Barrow  were  caught  in  the  ice  and 
unless  they  got  relief  many  would  starve  to  death  before  spring.  Ac- 
cordingly the  revenue  cutter  Bear  was  outfitted  and  sent  to  give  relief. 
She  landed  a  party  of  three  officers  —  Lieutenants  Jarvis  and  Berthoff 
and  Dr.  Call.  Under  conditions  lli;il  try  iiicii's  souls,  they  made  their 
way  from  the  spot  where  they  were  landed  at  Cape  ^''ancouver,  a  long 
distance  south  of  the  Yukon  River,  around  the  margin  of  the  coast,  till 
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tlicy  ciiiiii'  In  the  Miis--inn;iry  rciinlccr  .sliilinu  ,it  \'(i\{  ('lunMico.  Ili-re 
Mr.  W.  'I'.  Lii|i|i  iiiiil  tlic  native  Ivskinid,  Aiilisarlook,  at  tlu-  carncHt 
ciilrciily  (>r  I  ,ii'ulcii.iiil  .larvis,  liiriu'd  ovit  llu-ir  1i(M"<J.s  of  nMinlcfr  to 
liiiii,  aiiiDiiiil  iiiir  ill  III!  <<>  lour  liiin<li'<-il  ami  tliirty-sovcn  animals,  aii<l 
tlic  iialivcs  iKit  only  palled  willi  tlieii-  animals,  hut  voliuiteured  to  ><o 
willi  I  iientriianl  .lar\ls  \n  ilri\e  lliem  In  I'oint    r.airiiw. 

"  Al'ter  se\'ei'al  reail'iil  weeks  tlicy  icaclied  that  Htatinn  and  pave 
inmieiiiate  relief  lo  those  iiuiif^ry  men  and  kept  tlieni  ali\c  nntil  tlio 
ici'paek  liroke  np.  AIhimI  a  lii;ndied  nf  thoe  animal-  had  to  l)e  slaugll- 
tered.  Snrely  there  was  no  '  fail  "  ahont  reindeer  at  this  |)oiiit.  Tlie 
food  they  afforded  kept  two  liimdreti  s(juls  alive.  Who  lias  ever  seen 
a  sitijj;h'  notice  of  this  event  to  the  <-iedit  of  tlie  reindeer,  liie  missionary 
or  tlie  native?  Attention  was  called  la.^l  year  to  the  lieroisni  of  the 
above-mentioned  odieers.  Tt  will  surely  compare  well  with  any  act 
of  l)ra\'ery  that  has  oecnried  within  recent  years,  and  we  think  that 
(\ingress  should  not  allow  another  sosioii  to  pass  without  giving  them 
dne  recognition." 

Congress  ultimately  granted  Lieutenant  .larvis  a  medal  for  gallant 
conduct. 

The  importe(i  l,ap|i>  and  such  natives  as  took  linhl  of  the  industry 
have  prospered  to  such  an  exteid  tliat  some  of  tiiem  have  accunuilated 
h(>rds  of  more  than  a  hundred,  and  one  woman,  Mary  An-dre-wuk, 
kiu)wn  as  the  Reindeer  Queen,  had  in  1005  more  than  three  hundreil. 
The  advantage  to  the  natives  in  inspiring  in  them  self-respect  and  a 
sense  of  independence  justified  the  experiment  even  had  it  not  proved 
successful  in  other  respects.  It  is  interesting  to  know  that  reindeer 
moss  was  recouunended  as  a  suitable  food  for  human  beings  by  an 
eilii't  of  Gustavus  III  of  Sweden.  The  taste  of  it  is  slightly  pun,gent 
or  ai'rid.  but   rather  agreeable. 

Had  it  not  lieen  for  the  coast  mountains  the  Yukon  might  have  en- 
tered Norton  Sound  after  a  straight  course  of  less  than  a  hundred 
miles  from  Xulato;  instead  it  skirts  these  mountains,  which  are  prob- 
ably packed  with  gold.  ;nid  llows  almost  directly  south,  part  of  the  way 
running  parallel  to  the  great  Kuskokwim,  and  then  turning  north,  de- 
bouches into  Bering  Sea  by  at  least  seven  mouths.  The  delta  is  about 
a  hundred  miles  wide  and  the  iiiunense  quantity  of  river  water  pouring 
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out  into  the  sea  makes  it  shallow  and  fresh  foi'  a  long  distance.  The 
whole  region  where  it  ends  its  course  is  densely  infested  with  the  blood- 
thirstiest  mosquitoes  in  the  world.  A  sufferer  from  their  torments 
writes  thus  feelingly :  ' '  Breeding  here,  as  they  do  in  the  vast  network 
of  slough  and  swamp,  they  are  able  to  rally  round  and  to  infest  the 
wake  and  progress  of  the  explorer  beyond  all  adequate  description, 
and  language  is  unable  to  portray  the  misery  and  annoyance  accom- 
panying their  presence.    It  will  naturally  be  asked  how  do  the  natives 
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bear  this?  They  too  are  annoyed  and  suffer,  Imt  it  should  be  borne 
in  mind  that  their  bodies  are  anointed  with  rancid  oil  and  certain  am- 
moniacal  va])()rs,  peculiar  to  their  garments  from  constant  wear,  have 
a  repellent  power  which  even  the  moscjuitoes,  blood-thirsty  as  they 
are,  are  hardly  ecjual  to  meet.  ... 

"  The  traveller  who  exposes  his  bare  eyes  or  face  here  loses  his  nat- 
iiral  appearance;  his  eyelids  swell  up  and  close,  and  his  face  becomes 
one  mass  of  lumps  and  fiery  pimples.  Mosquitoes  torture  the  Indian 
dogs  to  death,  esijecially  if  one  of  these  animals,  by  mange  or  other- 
wise, loses  an  inconsiderable  portion  of  its  thick  hairy  covering,  and 
even  drive  the  bear  and  deer  into  the  water." 

This  is  the  barren  region  of  the  Coast  Eskimos,  who,  living  apart 
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from  llic  wliitcs,  li.ivc  liccn  ahic  lo  preserve  hetter  flieir  intcf^rily  tliaii 
lliose  lieiiiei-  llie  .setlleiiieiil.-. 

'I'll*!  I'lskiiiio  or  Iiiiniit  ;ire  !iiii(im;j  the  most  interesting  ix-ojile  of 
Aliisl<;i,  I'ormiii;;  .ilMnit  sixty  por  cent,  of  the  wliole  native  population. 
Acconling  to  the  ceiisiis  of  Is'.m)  there  were  aijdiit  fourteen  thousand 
of  them,  mostly  setth-il  per  iii.niently  ahmg  the  eoast  of  the  Bering  Sea, 
aiici  very  U'W,  h'ss  than  one-fifth,  witliiii  tlie  Arctic  Circle.  They  are 
liy  nature  "  peaceful  and  dncilc,  tiii-tl'iil  and  generous."  (Jeneral 
(I reel V  believes  tliat  tliey  are  gradually  disa])i)earing  before  the  ad- 
vance of  tlie  wliite  men,  whose  treatment  of  tliem,  as  of  all  tlie  native 
raci's,  he  calls  "  disgraceful  to  a  nation  claiming  to  he  civilized,  human- 
itarian or  Christian."    Tie  say.s: 

"In  general,  contact  with  the  wliite  man  has  steadily  tendeil  to 
degeneration  among  the  four  princi|ial  tribes  of  Alaska,  though  at 
times  there  have  lieen  si)asniodic  and  usnally  fniitless  efforts  on  the 
pa  it  of  the  United  States  to  correct  the  most  flagrant  and  degrading 
violations  of  jyersonal  rights  and  ])nl)lic  decency.  .  .  .  Tn  a  journey 
of  over  two  thousand  miles  through  Alaska,  the  writer  discussed  the 
situation  wilii  a  dozen  or  nioi-e  missionaries  at  nine  separate  stations 
and  repr(>senting  six  religious  bodies.  Every  one  answered  in  the  neg- 
ative when  asked  if  the  natives  had  improved  in  honesty,  the  men  in 
indnstiy,  the  women  iu  cliastity,  and  tke  youth  iu  promise  of  higher 
molality. 

"In  mining  towns  and  cam])s  the  saloon  and  dance-honse,  which 
foster  in  men  indulgence  in  li(|Uor  and  offer  to  young  girls  the  allure- 
ments of  finery  and  a  life  of  apparent  ease,  are  factors  potent  in  de- 
generation and  so  attractive  in  api)earance  that  only  few  natives  with- 
stand them.  At  remote  jioints  traders,  fishermen  and  whalers  have  been 
only  too  often  guilty  of  gross  misconduct  destructive  of  the  moral  char- 
acter and  jihysicid  health  of  the  unfortunate  native." 

General  Greely  thinks  that  the  Eskimos  have  suffered  more  than 
any  other  .\lnskan  race  by  contact  with  the  white  man:  "  Vitally 
changed  conditions  of  life  have  seriously  affected  the  Eskimo,  who 
find  their  means  of  subsistence  largely  destroyed,  their  habitat  in- 
vaded, and  new  methods  of  life  forced  upon  them.  Decimated  by 
epidemic  di.seases  introduced  by  the  whites,  victims  of  unprincipled 
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liquor  dealers,  often  maltreated  by  vicious  traders,  and  exploited  by 
the  unscrupulous,  the  steady  degeneration  of  these  liospitable,  merrj'-- 
hearted  and  simple-minded  people  is  apparently  a  matter  of  time. 
The  introduction  of  the  reindeer,  the  efforts  to  teach  industrial  methods 
and  the  rendering  of  medical  aid  to  the  suffering,  are  the  only  redeem- 
ing and  hopeful  features  of  the  Eskimo  situation  at  present." 

The  origin  of  the  Eskimo  is  a  mooted  question,  the  balance  of  opiu- 
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ion  swaying  to  the  conclusion  that  they  did  not  come  from  Asia  but 
spread  from  the  East.  Their  characteristic  canoe  or  kayak,  called  by 
the  Russians  bidarka,  is  precisely  like  that  used  by  the  Greenland 
Eskimo.  Their  skin  parka,  or  outside  garment,  worn  alike  by  men, 
women  and  children,  is  also  characteristic  of  the  whole  race.  The 
Alaskan  Eskimo  are  divided  into  various  tribes  such  as  the  Kopagmute, 
Nunatagmute,  Mahlenmte,  Unaligmute,  and  others,  all  ending  in  mute 
and  having  similar  manners  and  customs.  They  have  no  definitely 
recognized  chief  but  in  each  settlement  generally  one  man,  a  successful 
trader  or  fisherman,  called  the  iimnlik  or  spokesman,  holds  some  influ 
ence  among  them,  not  comparable,  however,  to  that  of  the  shaman 
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wlio  takoH  a  ^(rciil  part  in  llicir  rcstivitics  ami  sliiiiiilati's  tlicir  kuimt- 
KtilioiiH.  Tlicy  nrv  .skill'iil  fislioiiiicii  and  Iniiitcrs.  Fisli  tlioy  catcli 
with  liooks  ami  nets;  llicy  s|>('ar  seal  mi  tin-  ice,  tln-ir  iiiiploiiH^ntH  iiiado 
of  spnicc  (ir  l.ircli  lica«li'i|  willi  sliun-  oc  lioin-  ni-  wainis  trctli.  I'artii-- 
(if  ;i  liiiiiilii'il  nr  iiioic  ii.ili\  !•>,  ,ill  ill  their  kayaks,  liave  boon  seen  silently 
ami  ill  pfi  Icrt  (ndcr  fruiiiK  ""I  '"  lin'i'  '''•'  '•'"I'l^ja  or  white  wliale.  At 
a  signal  ^ivcii  liy  tlic  leader,  the  kayaks  jtaddle  to  seawanl  of  the  school 
and  yelling  and  sliriekin^  and  si)lashinf(  with  paddles  and  spears, 
i'ri^diteii  tiic  l)eliii,^is  ashore.  In  foniicr  days  llicy  would  sometimes 
secure  as  many  as  a  iiundred  in  a  siiifrle  day.  Wounded  wliaies  would 
he  kept  alloat  by  means  of  inflated  bladders  made  of  younff  sealskins. 

A  feast  would  follow  the  ^lauy:h1er  of  the  belufja,  the  natives  likiiiff  the 
blubber  and  meat  uncooked,  or  at  ic;i-t  pa  rhdihMJ,  witii  whale  or  seal 
oil  as  a  sauce.  The  skins  they  tan  with  putrefied  fish  roe.  In  .summer 
they  do  their  cooking  out  of  doors  and  live  in  log  houses  roofed  with 
skins  and  open  in  front,  without  chimneys.  Their  winter  hou.ses  are 
half  miderground  huts,  often  constructed  of  whale  ribs  against  which 
are  piled  logs  of  drift  wood.  Outside  of  this  another  wall  is  built,  either 
of  stiuies  or  logs,  the  intervals  filled  with  eartli  or  rubble;  the  whole 
structure  is  then  covered  with  sods,  leaving  a  small  opening  at  the  top 
which  can  be  closed  by  a  frame  holding  a  thin,  translucent  seal  skin. 
The  entrance  is  a  passage  ten  or  twelve  feet  in  length  which  must  be 
"  negotiated  "  on  hands  and  knees.  Inside  the  entrance  visitor  or 
fresh  air  is  barred  by  a  bear  or  reindeer  skin  curtain.  In  the  centre 
is  the  fireplace,  the  smoke  from  which  is  suppo.sed  to  find  its  way  out 
of  the  roof  aperture,  but  generally  gets  into  the  eyes  of  the  inmates. 
The  floor  may  be  i)Ianked  and  the  family  sleep  on  a  sort  of  divan,  cov- 
ered with  mats  and  skins,  which  is  built  along  the  sides.  In  case  two 
families  inhabit  one  house  the  sleeping-places  are  separated  by  mat- 
curtains  or  a  conventional  piece  of  wood,  which  serves  the  imagination 
as  a  barrii-r. 

Each  village  has  an  assembly  house  called  kashga  which  is  often  a? 
nmch  as  sixty  feet  square  and  twenty  or  thirty  feet  high.  A  raised 
platform  sometimes  made  in  three  tiers  runs  aroimd  the  sides  and  the 
general  fireplace  is  very  large.  Here  are  carried  on  the  common  hibors 
of  the  natives,  their  councils,  their  feasts  and  festivals,  and  here  sleep 


1606 


THE   ^E\V    A.MEKICA. 


the  adult  unmarried  males.     Their  hot  baths  also  are  performed  in 
its  superheated  and  fetid  atmosphere. 

They  love  to  masquerade  and  their  dances  are  often  accomplished 
in  masks.  Sometimes  the  women  appear  in  male  garments,  wearing 
mustaches  with  bead  pendants  instead  of  labrets  in  the  under  lip. 
Sometimes  the  men  appear  as  women.  Their  only  musical  instrument 
is  a  bladder  drum  which  is  beaten  with  a  thump  and  a  pause,  then  two 
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thumps  and  a  pause,  like  a  slow  waltz.  This  is  accompanied  by  weird 
singing.  The  dancing  consists  wholly  of  contortions  without  moving 
from  the  spot.  This  posturing,  which  displays  suppleness,  never  de- 
picts anything  indecent  or  immodest.  The  men  wear  on  these  occa- 
sions white  reindeer  skin  and  summer  boots,  the  women  their  ordinary 
dress  with  the  addition  of  bracelets  and  beads. 

Lieutenant  L.  Zagoskin  of  the  Russian  Navy  thus  describes  an  enter- 
tainment given  by  the  Eskimo  women  :  — 

"  We  entered  the  kashga  by  the  common  passage  and  found  the 
guests  already  assembled  but  of  the  hostesses  nothing  was  to  be  seen. 
On  three  sides  of  the  apai'tnient  stone  lamps  were  lighted,  the  fire- 
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lidlc  u.o  covciril  willi  liDiii'ds,  oin'  iif  tliciii  lia\iiit^  ;i  cirfiiljir  o|)ciiiiiy' 
IhriHij^^li  wliicli  llic  lio.sU'sscs  Weil'  to  iiiiikc  their  ii|i|H'iir!iii<M-.  Two 
iitlicr-  huiriinir  hiiiips  wero  jjlacod  in  i'roiif  of  the  firc-liDlc  Tin;  gucstK 
will)  rniiiicil  the  clMpriis  1m';i:;iii  1<i  siiiir  to  tli(>  siiiilid  (tf  tin-  ilriun,  two 
iiicii  keeping,'  tliciii  in  i>i<lcr  li\  licit iiiL,^  time  with  stifks  iulonu'd  with 
wiilfs'  (;iils  ;iii(l  j^iills'  wiiififs.  'I'hus  a  good  h.ilf  hmii-  piissed  l)y.  <  tt' 
the  song  my  iiitci|ircli'r  told  me  Ih.it  it  consistiMl  nf  plrasautry  directed 
against  the  woiiiou;  that  it  was  cvidoiit  tliey  had  notliing  to  give,  as 
they  liad  not  shown  tlnMiiselvos  Tor  so  hmg  a  tlinc.  Another  song 
]iraised  the  liousewii'ely  aeeoniplishiiients  of  some  woman  wliose  aj)- 
IH'arance  was  inipatiendy  expected  witii  a  promised  trencher  of  the 
mixed  moss  of  reinth'cr  tat  and  berries.  Xo  sooner  was  tliis  song  fin- 
isiied  tiian  tlie  woman  appeared  and  was  received  witii  tiie  greatest 
entiiusiasm.  'i'lie  dish  was  set  hefoie  the  men.  and  tlie  woman  retreated 
amid  vocil'orous  complimi'iits  on  iier  culinary  skill.  She  was  followed 
by  anotiier  woman.  The  licatinii'  of  drums  increased  in  violence  and 
the  wording  of  the  song  was  changed.  Standing  nj)  in  the  centre  of 
tlie  circle  the  woman  began  to  relate,  in  mimicry  and  gesture,  how  she 
ol)taine(l  the  fat,  how  she  stored  it  in  various  recejjtacles,  how  she 
cleansed  and  melted  it.  and  then  placing  a  kantag  on  her  head  she 
inviteil  the  spectators  with  gestures  to  approach.  The  song  went  on. 
while  eagerness  to  partake  of  the  jiromised  luxury  lighted  up  the  faces 
of  the  crowd.  .\t  last  the  wooden  spoons  were  distributed,  one  to  each 
man,  and  nothing  was  heard  for  some  time  but  the  guzzling  of  the 
luscious  fluid.  Another  woman  appeared,  followed  by  still  another, 
and  luxuries  of  all  kinds  were  produced  in  (|uick  succession  and  as 
(piickly  despatched,  while  the  singers  pointedly  alluded  to  tlie  praise- 
worthy Russian  custom  of  distributing  tobacco.  When  the  desired 
luxury  had  lieeii  produced  a  woman  represented  with  great  skill  the 
various  stages  of  stupefaction  resulting  from  smoking  and  snuffing. 
All  the  women  .ijipeared  in  men's  parkas." 

The  return  entertainment  pre.*ented  by  the  men  began  with  a  cho- 
rus sung  under  the  firediole.  They  informed  the  women  that  trap- 
ping, hunting  and  trade  were  bad  and  that  they  had  nothing  to  do  but 
sing  and  dance  to  please  the  women.  Then  an  antijihonal  chorus  by 
the  women  replied,  that  since  they  wore  so  lazy  that  they  could  not  get 
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any  food  and  cared  for  nothing  but  smoking  and  bathing,  they  had 
better  go  sujaperless  to  bed.  Then  the  men  replied  that  they  would 
go  and  hunt  for  something.  One  of  them  appeared  through  the  open- 
ing in  the  fire-hole.  He  was  dressed  in  female  apparel  with  bead  pen- 
dants in  his  nose  and  with  fringes  of  wolverine  tails  and  beads  and 
bracelets,   and  this  one  mimicked  the  actions  of  the  women.     Then 
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throwing  off  his  parka  he  gave  a  vivid  representation  of  how  seated 
in  his  swift  kayak  he  pursued  the  maklak  seal.  A  whole  boiled  seal 
was  then  served.  Others  in  like  manner  represented  a  reindeer  hunt, 
and  all  sorts  of  domestic  exercises.  Sometimes  j^ractical  jokes  are 
played  and  are  always  taken  in  good  spirit  and  never  resented. 

The  autumnal  festival  in  honor  of  deceased  kinsfolk  is  thus  described 
by  Mr.  Ivan  Petrof,  who  is  an  authority  on  Alaskan  ethnologj^:  — 

"  At  sunset  the  men  assemble  in  the  kashga,  and,  after  a  hurried 
bath,  oi'nanient  each  other  by  tracing  various  figures  with  a  mixture 
of  oil  and  charcoal  on  the  naked  back.  Two  boys,  who  for  this  occa- 
sion are  respecti\oly  named  Eaven  and  Hawk,  are  in  attendance,  mix- 
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h\K  the  pjiiiit,  clc.  Finally  tlir  facos  also  arr  tliickiy  sirifanMl,  and 
Wh'U  the  t'riiialcs  arc  sinmiHUifii  into  the  kaslijja.  Al'tfr  a  liricf  lapse 
of  time  a  noise  is  heard,  siiiieks  and  yells,  snortin;^  and  roaiinx',  and 
the  dispiiised  men.  einerfjin^  from  the  fire-liole,  sliow  tlieir  heads  above 
the  llnni-,  lilnwiii^'  and  pnHiiij^  like  seals.  It  is  impossible  to  <]istinjj^uisli 
an\'  human  (iiu;iire,  as  some  are  crawiin;^  with  their  I'eet  I'oreniost,  (jthers 
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nuiniiis;  on  tlieii-  hands  and  I'eet.  while  tiie  hea<l  of  another  is  seen 
protruding  between  the  logs  of  a  companion.  They  ail  cling  together 
and  move  in  concert,  like  one  immense  snake.  A  number  of  the  men 
wear  masks  representing  the  heads  of  animals,  and  the  unsightly  beingi 
advance  ui)on  the  sjiectators.  bnt  chiefly  endeavoring  to  frighten  the 
women,  who  have  no  means  of  escaping  molestation  except  by  buying 
I'lT  the  actors  with  presents.  Knowing  what  was  before  them,  they 
have  brought  the  kantags  or  wooden  bowls  fnll  of  delicious  morsels  — 
beluga  l)lnbber.  walrus  meat,  whale-oiled  berries,  and  other  dainties. 
When  each  of  the  maskers  has  eaten  and  filled  a  bowl  or  two  to  take 
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home,  they  indulge  in  a  pantomime  and  gesture  play  of  a  highly  gro- 
tesque character.  After  completing  the  ceremonj'  in  the  kashga  the 
maskers  frequently  visit  some  of  the  dwellings  and  receive  gifts  in 
each,  the  whole  performance  ending  with  singing,  dancing  and  feasting 
in  the  kashga." 

At  one  of  these  annual  memorial  feasts  witnessed  by  Zagoskin  thei'e 
were  seventy  persons  present  and  the  gifts  that  were  to  be  distributed 
in  memory  of  the  seven  who  had  died  consisted  of  spears,  arrows,  vari- 
ous garments,  seal  skins,  paddles,  knives,  hatchets,  rings,  mats  and 
other  articles.  Sliamans  or  tungaks  acted  as  masters  of  the  ceremony 
and  furnished  the  special  songs.  Then  came  the  dinner,  which  consisted 
of  mountains  of  blubber,  several  boiled  seals,  and  quantities  of  dried 
fish.    There  were  as  many  as  fifteen  different  dishes  or  courses. 

Another  quaint  festivity  is  in  honor  of  the  spirits  of  the  sea,  which 
they  call  In  gin};.  This  is  performed  with  the  bladders  of  all  the  crea- 
tures killed  during  the  year.  During  the  first  days  of  December  these 
bladders  —  of  fish,  rats,  mice,  squirrels,  and  seals,  bear  or  deer  —  are 
inflated,  painted  gaudy  colors  and  hung  up  in  the  kashga.  The  men 
likewise  contribute  curiouslj'  carved  figui-es  of  birds  and  fishes,  some- 
times with  ingeniously  contrived  eyes,  heads  or  wings.  These  figures 
are  manii^ulated  all  day  long  and  in  the  meantime  are  well  cured  in 
smoke,  amid  the  chanting  of  melancholy  songs.  On  the  last  day  they 
are  taken  down,  attached  to  painted  sticks  and  carried  down  to  the 
sea,  where  they  are  weighted  with  stones  and  set  afloat.  The  people 
watch  them  and  from  their  behavior  the  shamans  are  enabled  to  cal- 
culate the  prosperity  of  the  coming  year. 

The  daily  customs  of  the  Alaska  Eskimo  are  quaint  and  curious. 
The  unmarried  men  sleep  in  the  kashga,  some  on  reindeer  skins,  others 
on  bare  planks,  covering  themselves  with  their  parkas  in  lieu  of  paja- 
mas, with  their  trousers  for  pillows.  About  eight  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing the  first  person  who  happens  to  awake  lights  the  oil  lamp.  By 
and  liy  the  woineii  bring  in  the  breakfast.  After  breakfast  the  men 
attend  to  their  various  duties  —  in  looking  after  tlicir  traps  or  going 
with  a  dog- team  foi'  wood ;  the  boys  and  girls  set  snares  for  small  game. 
Early  in  the  afternoon  the  men  return  from  their  work.  Their  wives 
help  them  get  off  their  wet  clotlics,  unliarness  the  dogs  and  look  after 
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tlic  fisli  or  llic  sell  tliat  tlif'V  linvr-  lironplit  lioiiic.  Alter  diiiiKT  tlic 
halli  is  ill  onicr.  A  ^n-al  fiir  is  li^^lilcd  inside  IIk;  kasliKJi,  wliicli  Ih 
s|n'('dily  licalni  tu  siilTocatidii.  The  men  remove  their  j^arments,  iasli 
themselves  witli  alder  luaiiches  and  ilaiiee  about,  and  wlien  they  are 
ill  a  viKoidiis  |iers|iiiatiun  Ihey  latlier  tiieiiiselves  witii  what  serves 
them  lor  soap.  'I'iiis  tiiey  wash  fdV  wilii  fn-sh  water  ami  flinjf  it  into 
tile  I'uiir  coriicrs.     'I'licii  they  rusli  out   into  the  miow  or  jiiiiip  into  u 


"  (iOV.    PIXOREE  "   0.\    THIRTY    MII.F.    HIVER. 


river  if  one  be  near  and  free  from  ice.  Then  the  opening  of  the  ka.shga 
is  removed  so  tliat  a  little  ventilation' may  enter  and  the  men  sit  around 
on  the  i)iatforin  as  if  they  had  had  a  Turkish  bath. 

When  a  native  is  ill  the  medicine  man  is  called  to  ilrive  out  the  evil 
spirit.    The  jiiocess  is  thns  described :  — 

•  In  one  of  the  (hvelliiiirs  sits  the  patient,  sutTering  from  fever  and 
rluMimatic  pains;  before  him  are  jilaced  two  lighted  oil  lamps,  and  a 
parka  is  drawn  over  his  liead.  while  two  shamans  or  tungaks.  one 
standing  on  each  side,  alternately  sing  and  beat  the  dram.  Behind 
them,  faintly  visible  in  the  semidarkness,  is  the  head  of  an  old  woman 
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who,  while  imitating  the  croaking  of  a  raven,  rubs  and  pounds  the  back 
of  the  patient.  If  the  pain  does  not  cease  the  old  woman  changes  her 
tactics  and  also  her  voice,  imitating  successively  the  chattering  of  mag- 
pies, the  barking  of  dogs,  and  the  howling  of  wolves,  and  if  all  this 
be  in  vain  she  throws  herself  upon  the  sufferer,  cuffing  and  beating  him 
until  she  makes  him  forget  one  pain  in  another,  while  the  tungaks  sing 
louder  and  louder  and  the  drums  give  forth  a  deafening  noise.  At  last 
she  snatches  the  parka  from  the  patient's  head,  yells  repeatedly,  and 
points  to  the  roof;  the  cover  of  the  smoke-hole  is  removed  and  the 
evil  spirit  which  has  caused  the  sickness  escapes  amid  the  beating  of 
drums  and  the  triumphant  cry, '  He  is  gone !  He  is  gone !  Ugh !  Ugh !  ' 
and  the  old  woman,  her  task  accomplished,  collapses  into  a  mass  of 
rags  upon  the  floor.  It  is  the  third  spirit  driven  out  of  this  patient 
—  how  many  more  dwell  within  him  nobody  can  tell ;  if  it  was  the 
last  he  will  soon  mend,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  if  not  the  last  there  will 
be  more  chanting,  more  drumming,  more  cuffing  and  more  payments 
to  the  cunning  tungaks,  until  the  sick  man  either  dies  or  can  pay  no 
more.  The  tungaks  claim  that  their  scheme  and  skill  consist  in  dis- 
covering what  spirit  infests  the  sick  man,  and  to  drive  it  out  they  do 
not  consider  difficult  at  all." 
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Till']  sti'niiisliiiis  plyiiii,'  tiu'  ^'lll<llIl.  unless  they  get  stuck  on  some 
s;iinll);ir  at  its  inoutli.  iinid  jmssengers  about  sixty  miles  nortli 
of  tlic  Afun  or  Apliooii  Itraiidi  of  tlio  river  at  Fort  St.  Miciiael's, 
wiiifli  was  foundiMl  by  llio  K'ussiaiis  in  ls;i;!,  and  still  boasts  the  re- 
douI)t  and  storehouse  built  by  Mikhail  Tebenkof  in  1833.  The  Russian 
fort  was  attacked  in  lS;?n  liy  hostile  T'naligniutes,  who  occupied  the 
coast  of  Xortli  Soimd  as  fai-  down  as  the  Yukon  and  up  into  the  coun- 
tiy  as  far  as  the  mountains.  Tt  was  successfully  defended,  however. 
A  Russian  church  was  l)uilt  here  and  is  still  maintained.  St.  ^fichael's 
is  a  United  States  Military  Ixeservation  and  is  situated  on  an  island 
twenty  five  miles  loni>-  and  six  or  ?;even  wide  and  risinc:  to  volcanic 
heights  called  tlie  Shaman  ^fountains,  (^onnuercial  and  transporta- 
tion companies  have  been  ]icrmitted  to  establish  themselves  there,  and 
travellers  are  accommodated  at  a  good  hotel,  but  no  liquor  is  permitted 
to  bo  sold.  The  I'^skimos  bring  liere  their  beautiful  can-ed  walrus  tusks, 
toy  models  of  their  kayaks  and  bidarkas,  furs  and  basket  ware. 
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A  small  tug  or  steamer  sails  from  here  the  hundred  and  eleven 
miles  across  Norton  Sound  to  Nome,  whei'e  we  may  have  the  exciting 
experience  of  being  landed  in  the  surf,  perhaps  getting  thoroughly 
wet  in  the  icy  waters  of  the  roadstead.  Few  of  the  early  gold-seekers 
escaped  that  baptism  of  the  north.  At  the  present  time  when  pas- 
sengers are  desirous  of  landing  at  Nome  they  are  transferred  to  a 
stout  flat-bottomed  barge  which  is  hauled  in  by  a  cable  till  it  grounds. 
Then  a  cage  is  let  down  from  a  heavy  projecting  beam  and  when  filled 
is  carried  over  the  surf  to  a  high  platform  on  the  land. 

Mr.  John  Scudder  McLain,  who  accompanied  the  Senatorial  "  Chi- 
Cha-Kos  "  on  their  memorable  trip  to  Alaska  in  1903,  thus  gives  his 
impression  of  Nome :  — 

"  Take  a  low  sandy  beach,  one  without  a  tree  within  fifty  miles; 
show  a  white  line  where  the  waves  break  into  foam  along  the  shore; 
stretch  along  the  water's  edge  for  a  mile  or  more  a  double  row  of  frame 
buildings,  most  of  them  two  stories  high  and  facing  each  other;  cover 
the  street  between  with  boards  laid  on  the  sand;  don't  be  very  par- 
ticular about  making  the  street  lines  straight,  nor  insist  that  the  street 
shall  have  uniform  width;  let  the  elevation  and  width  of  the  sidewalks 
be  determined  by  chance,  it  produces  more  variety  and  claims  closer 
attention  from  the  pedestrian;  fill  the  lower  floors  of  the  buildings 
along  the  street  with  bu.siness  undertakings  of  various  kinds,  and  the 
upper  floors  reserve  for  living  purposes;  throw  in  a  liberal  portion 
of  places  devoted  to  the  gratification  of  highly  developed  thirsts;  fill 
the  air  at  frequent  intervals  with  the  sounds  of  ragtime  music;  gather 
on  the  sidewalk  and  in  the  narrow  street  groups  of  men  who  seem  to 
have  nothing  particular  to  do  and  are  doing  it ;  then  go  back  from  the 
first  street  and  locate  a  church  or  two,  a  school  house,  a  federal  court- 
house and  custom  house,  sprinkle  around  a  few  small  buildings  for 
residence  purposes;  fill  the  air  with  a  cold  drizzle  and  you  have  the 
materials  out  of  which  were  obtained  my  first  impressions  of  Nome, 
on  the  morning  of  July  29." 

Nome  stretches  along  the  beach  almost  due  east  and  west  for  the 
distance  of  twenty-five  or  more  city  blocks  from  Snake  Eiver,  where 
the  two  cemeteries  are  laid  out.  At  first  it  consisted  of  a  single  street 
which  was  the  beach  itself,  Inil  as  it  grew  one  parallel  street  after  an- 
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oflicr  WiiH  iiiMiil  until  jkiw  it  lii-s  (ui  llic  tiitxlia  luilf  a  ilDzr-ii  or  more 
stici'ts  hjick.  'I'lii-  liiiiMiiij^s,  cspccialiy  aloii^  Ilic  front,  an-  a  nirious 
anil  |ti<Miin'si|ii('  .jiiiiililc  of  residences,  apart  men t  liousr-s,  shops,  saloons, 
liatiks,  niiliinery  eslalilisliments,  cliurclies,  dance-lialLs,  government 
liiiildintfs,  steamship  and  transportation  olTices,  liosjiitals,  and  scliools. 
Here  iiiir  finds  ,1,'reat  heaps  cd"  coal  wnilli  .ilmOKt  its  weight  in  gohl, 
here  an  Mskinm  lent.     'I'lic  Itnildings  next  tlie  sea  iirojeel  mit  over  the 
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water.  Tlio  streets,  tiiougli  nmnin.illy  laid  ont  four  square,  have  in 
some  oases  got  juggled  and  cross  at  angles;  buildings  have  been  erected 
with  sliglit  attention  to  what  might  be  called  registration;  one  may  be 
a  couple  of  feet  in  front  of  another,  while  still  another  faces  a  ditTerent 
jioint  of  the  compass. 

There  are  board  sidewalks  not  (piite  so  well  kept  as  the  one  at  At- 
lantic ("ity.  In  some  places  it  is  wide,  then  it  narrows,  then  it  curves 
and  straightens  itself;  it  is  above  the  street;  it  is  below  the  street; 
here  it  is  well  kept.  lure,  possibly  at  a  crossing,  it  is  badly  wrecked. 
Xomc  has  all  the  conveniences  of  a  modern  city  in  the  way  of  amuse- 
ments, educational  and  otherwise.    It  is  connected  with  Seattle  bv  cable 
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and  wireless  and  a  system  of  loug-distanee  telephone  puts  it  into  com- 
muuication  with  the  other  mining  centres  of  the  peninsula,  which  may 
be  reached,  in  summer  by  automobiles  or  stages,  and  in  winter  by 
reindeer  or  dog  teams  and  sledges.  There  are  excellent  schools  serving 
a  permanent  population  of  four  thousand  and  more.  There  are  three 
newspapers;  a  water  system  which  is  kept  open  in  winter  by  a  jiarallel 
system  of  steam  pipes  has  been  established.  The  town  is  brilliantly 
lighted  with  electricity,  though  owing  to  the  price  of  coal  the  light 
comes  high.  The  summer  traffic  in  freight  is  said  to  amount  to  a  hun- 
dred thousand  tons.  One  lumber  tirm  at  Nome  imports  stock  by  the 
million  feet  from  Puget  Sound.  A  railway,  known  as  the  Wild  Goose, 
runs  north  from  Nome  fifty  miles  through  the  river  valley  and,  crossing 
to  the  headwaters  of  the  Kruzgamepa,  has  its  terminus  at  Lane's  Land- 
ing on  the  Kuzitrin. 

One  may  go  by  boat  to  Tin  City,  three  miles  west  of  Teller,  at  the 
( 'ape  Prince  of  "Wales,  where  valuable  tin  mines  have  been  discovered. 
This  was  the  region  where  the  early  miners  found  sluicing  for  gold 
impossible  owing  to  the  presence  of  heavy  gravel.  They  did  not  recog- 
nize in  this  enemy  a  masked  and  secret  friend.  It  was  really  stream 
tin  and  the  probabilities  are  that  in  time  a  good  part  of  the  twenty 
million  dollars'  worth  of  tin  used  in  the  United  States  will  be  supplied 
from  the  Seward  Peninsula. 

The  Congregational  Church  established  a  mission  at  Cape  Prince 
of  Wales  in  1890;  four  years  later  the  minister  in  charge  was  nuir- 
dered  by  some  renegade  Eskimos.  The  murderers  were  promptly  exe- 
cuted by  the  authorities  of  their  own  village.  This  was  one  of  the  few 
known  instances  of  the  natives  of  this  part  of  Alaska  ever  showing 
any  nni'rovoked  lawlessness  toward  the  whites. 

l-'roin  the  highest  part  of  the  Cape  Prince  of  Wales  on  a  clear  day 
tlie  mountains  of  Kamchatka  can  be  seen,  and  one  can  not  liclii  won- 
dering how  it  was  that  the  corresponding  glimpses  of  Alaska  tVoiu 
tlic  liigli  liilis  hack  of  East  Cajie,  rising  as  they  do  to  a  height  of  a  mile, 
(lid  not  long  liel'ore  cause  it  to  be  surmised  that  the  Bering  Strait  sep- 
arated two  continents. 

]'"'i-om  Nome  one  may  sail  directly  to  Seattle,  a  distance  of  nearly 
twenty-seven  lnuidi-ed  and  fifty  miles.     One  passes  not  far  from  the 
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^rciit  St.  li.iw  rcticc  IsI.hkI,  wliii'h  I'h-s  iihniit  one  liunilrcd  arnl  (illy  miles 
KDiitli  mT  r.iM-iii;;  Sen  ,iimI  witliiii  si^jlil  of  Indian  I'oint  in  Silx-ria,  t'ort^' 
miles  nr  .sn  away.  It  i~  .iliont  a  Imndicfl  miles  lon^^  ami  forty  mile.s 
wide.  It.s  eoa.st  is  lined  with  liif^li  clilTs  wliicli  sweep  up  into  coiisid- 
eiahle  monnlains  in  the  interior,  wliere  there  are  a  niiml)er  of  lakes 
(■onnecled  with  Nalninn  streams.  'I'licn'  is  only  one  '^uml  harlior.  The 
inhaliitanls.  tlioujrh   they  deny   the   fact,  are  dcsceudants  of  Siberian 
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natives,  who  frequently  abuse  them  and  even  massacre  them.  Disease 
anil  famine  in  reciMit  years  liave  reihiced  the  population  considerably. 
It  is  now  an  interesting  station  for  the  reindeer  which,  with  the  in- 
struction of  the  mission  scliool,  are  lielpin.s;  the  people  to  he  self-sup- 
porting. 

Lieutenant  .Maynard  of  the  rnitod  States  Xavy,  who  visited  tliis 
island  in  1S74,  thus  describes  the  appearance  of  the  native.s:  — 

"  The  men  aie  tall  and  straight,  without  hair  upon  their  faces  except 
n  slight  nuista'che  and  a  few  scattered  hairs  ujion  the  chins  of  the  old 
men.  They  have  hlaek  haii-  and  eyes,  and  their  complexion  is  of  a  ver^- 
light  copjier  color.     Their  dress  consist.s  of  a  kind  of  shirt  reaching 
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half  way  to  the  knee,  made  in  some  cases  of  tanned  reindeer  skin,  and 
in  others  of  bird  skins  (feathers  outside).  It  tits  closely  around  the 
neck  and  has  a  hood  that  can  be  drawn  over  the  head,  lined  with  the 
fur  of  dogs  and  foxes  or  with  bird  skins.  It  is  confined  at  the  waist 
by  a  belt,  from  which  hang  a  sheath  knife  and  a  skin  tobacco  pouch. 
Their  breeches  are  made  of  tanned  hair-seal  skin,  fitting  the  legs  closely, 
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and  tied  at  the  ankle  with  leather  strings.     They  wear  on  their  feet 
a  kind  of  moccasin  made  of  seal  skin,  with  a  sole  of  walrus  hide. 

"  The  dress  of  the  women  is  somewhat  different.  Their  upper  gar- 
ment is  made  of  the  intestines  of  the  walrus,  neatly  sewed  together, 
and  is  similar  in  shape  to  that  of  the  men,  but  longer  and  worn  without 
a  belt.  Beneath  this  they  wear  short  drawers,  reaching  only  to  the 
knee,  made  of  tanned  seal  skins.  Instead  of  moccasins  they  wear  a 
sort  of  boot,  tlio  legs  of  which  are  made  of  either  the  throat  or  intes- 
tines of  the  walrus,  and  the  sole  of  walrus  hide.  Most  of  the  men 
shave  the  crown  of  their  heads,  leaving  only  a  rim  of  their  hair,  about 
an  incli  wide  cniii-oly  around  the  head.  The  women  do  not  cut  their 
hair,  but  jjurt  it  in  the  middle,  and  woai-  it  in  two  braids  with  strings 
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of  IjOiids  iTiliTiiiiNcil.  'I'licir  fnfclii'ails,  clicr-ks,  diiiis  ainl  ariris  ar<;  Uit- 
tooocl.iu  various  (Jevicos  witli  a  li^lit  Itliu;  pif^iiiciit  of  .some  kind,  and 
llif  cars  of  some  have  little  iiotclics  cut  in  llicin.  Xono  of  tlic  men 
arc  tattooed,  hut  many  wear  little  strings  of  beads  in  their  oars.  Their 
countenances  are  bright  and  ratiiur  iutelligeut  aud  both  men  and  women 
aro  lively  and  talkative." 

A  llttlo  loss  lliaii  Iiair  way  between  St.  Lawrence  Island  atnl  the 
Pribilofs  stands  the  lonely  island  oi'  St.  Matthew.  It  was  di.scovorod 
and  named  by  lioring,  and  rediscovered  by  Captain  Cook,  who  gave  it 
another  name  tliat  did  not  live.  Tlis  name  t'nr  tlic  i|iicci'  promontory 
at  the  southeastern  eml  was  Capo  T'jiright.  'Pliis  is  a  perpendicular 
ci-ag  fifteen  lunidred  feet  high.  On  (lie  northwestern  end  is  another 
bkur  that  ri.ses  to  a  height  of  sixteen  Imndred  and  seventy  foot.  Here 
also  are  clear  streams  and  ponds  filled  with  trout.  Its  only  inhab- 
itants are  enoiinous  white  bears,  some  of  them  as  much  as  eight  foot 
long,  and  iiiininierabje  birds  —  shags,  gulls,  sea-))ai'i"fi(s,  mui'ries,  chul- 
skies,  eider  ducks,  Canada  geese,  jjlovers,  aud  great  blue  cranes. 


CHILKAT    IXnlAXS    WAITING    FOR    THE    SITKAN'S    TO    ARRIVE    TO    THE    POTLATCH. 

CHAPTER    XVI. 

SITKA. 

SINCE  we  are  travelling  by  imagination  we  may  have  any  kind  or 
a  conveyance  and  we  may  instantly  transport  ourselves  back  to 
Juneau  and  take  another  trip  along  the  coast.  This  time  we 
shall  stop  at  Sitka,  situated  on  the  southwesterly  side  of  Baranof  Island, 
and  about  a  hundred  miles  in  a  straight  line  from  Juneau.  It  is  reached 
by  the  inland  passage  and  is  enchantingly  situated  against  a  back- 
ground of  beautiful  wooded  mountains  with  its  harbor  gleaming  blue 
and  ]iuriile  amid  a  multitude  of  lovely  islands.  As  the  tourist  ap- 
proaches the  town  by  either  of  the  three  possible  passages,  threading 
these  beautiful  passages  around  rugged  points,  the  eye  catches  sight 
of  the  Russo-Greek  cathedral  church  of  St.  Michael,  sacred  to  the  mem- 
ory of  the  saintly  Veniaminof.  It  stands  in  full  sight  from  the  sea 
and  seems  to  give  i^romise  of  a  foreign  city  —  with  its  green  roof,  its 
big  cU)ck,  its  ]ioculiaf  balloon-shapod  spire  surmounted  liy  the  Greek 
cross,  and  its  octagonal  belfry  with  the  six  bells  sent  from  Moscow 
hanging  each  in  its  arcli. 

On  landing  one  is  faced  by  the  old  Russian  storehouse,  an  enormous 
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log  stnictiii'f'  wliii'li  sIjiihIs  holwcfii  I  lie  wli.-irf  iind  tlie  town.  Along 
I  III'  iiitiMiiiiiiiil)lc  |>;is.s!ig('  and  at  Itolli  ends  s(|nal  tlif  gniy-blankoted 
linliiin  wiiiiifii  (i(Vcr'in<^  all  sorts  of  trjnkcis  and  nirios.  Some  are 
b<'awliliil  and  ;iiti>tii'.  otlicrs  .irc  simply  haiharons  and  crudo.  There 
arc  liaskets  Itronglit  lidiii  lar  .\ltu,  a  thousand  miles  to  the  westward 
when'  West  has  hccnnic  |';;i>|,  ^ficat  lioin  spoons  caivcil  liy  tiir-  llaidas 
ridiii  the  .iiillcis  III'  iiinmil;iiii  sliiTp  or  ;,''oats;  f^aiidy  head  inocfasin.s, 
gayly  painti-d  rril.ir  nr  pine  eanoes  and  paddles,  miniature  toteni-jtoles, 
earved  out  of  wood  or  Jade,  wooden  lamps  inlaid  with  siiells  and  made 
to  look  like  prehistoric  beasts,  all  sorts  of  silvei-  adornments,  especially 
the  Alaska  totem-spoon  desi<?ned  by  Lieutenant  Schwatka  and  made  by 
native  jewellers,  Chilkat  Itlankcts.  carved  and  polished  gambling  ini|)le- 
ments  and  anccslial  weajions.  M'liey  are  shrewd  dealers  and  the 
strauf^er  is  ipiitc  likely  to  be  well  taken  in. 

It  is  onl>  a  few  steps  rrniii  the  wharf  to  the  Russian  eliun-li,  and 
having  paid  the  admission  fee  of  fifty  cents  one  is  allowed  to  see  its 
treasnics:  —  the  ikimosl.is  aditnied  with  its  sacred  pictures  or  images 
in  costly  frames  of  chased  silver  and  gnld.  .\bove  the  magnificent  cen- 
tral gate  made  of  elaborate  bronze  is  a  beautifully  painted  repre.'^en- 
tntion  of  the  A.scension  which  was  formerly  in  the  Lutheran  church 
built  in  1S40,  but  now  torn  down.  The  ikon  of  the  ])atron  .saint  was 
rescued  from  a  Russian  vessel  wrecked  just  at  the  entrance  of  Sitka 
harbor.  The  vestments  u.sed  by  the  rlera:y,  many  of  them  woven  bro- 
cades of  gold  and  silver,  the  gifts  of  old  Baranof.  are  well  worth  in- 
specting. The  ikon  exiiibited  in  the  chaiiel  ileilicitei]  to  •'  mir  Lady 
of  Kazan  "  is  studded  with  jewels.  An  offer  of  fifteen  thou.sand  dol- 
lars has  been  refused  for  it.  There  are  also  fine  liaptismal  bowls  and 
ornate  crowns  used  for  weddings,  censers  of  beautifully  modelled  sil- 
ver, missals  with  jewelled  and  enamelled  covers.  The  Bible  had  silver 
covers  weighing  twenty-.seven  i>ounds.  It  was  stolen  by  discharged 
I'nited  States  soldiers  together  with  other  valuables,  a  part  of  which 
were  afterwards  recovered  badly  mutilated.  The  chapel  of  St.  Mary 
is  used  for  winter  services:  it  is  rendered  notable  by  a  wonderful  ikon 
representing  the  ^fadonna  aud  Child. 

M  the  bnililiiig  occupied  by  the  Russian  Orthodox  Mission  may  be 
seen  interesting  relies.  Bishop  Veniaminof's  clock,  his  writing-desk. 
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wliicli  he  made  with  his  own  hands,  and  a  beautiful  ikon  presented  by 
the  Princess  Potemkin.  Other  buildings  belonging  to  the  Church  are 
on  the  north  side  of  the  cathedral.  On  the  south  side  is  a  ijonderous 
log  building  occupied  now  as  a  general  storehouse  but  formerly  the 
head-offices  of  the  Eussian- American  Fur  Company.  How  many  mil- 
lions' worth  of  precious  furs  have  been  stored  there  in  the  palmy  days 
of  that  industry!    A  building  at  the  corner  of  quadrangle  was  used 
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successively  as  the  club  of  the  Eussian  officers  and  then  for  a  similar 
purpose  l)y  the  United  States  garrison. 

There  is  a  museum  of  Alaskan  curiosities  founded  by  Mr.  Sheldon 
Jackson.    The  fees  for  admission  help  support  it. 

Before  the  days  of  the  California  gold-fever,  the  Sitka  ship-yards  and 
foundries  were  busy  places,  being  the  only  industries  of  that  sort  on 
the  Pacific  coast.  Many  of  the  bells  of  the  California  missions  were 
east  there.  Here  was  built  the  famous  pug-nosed  side-wheeler,  the 
Politkovsky,  of  solid  cedar  planking  four  inches  tliick  hewed  from 
immense  logs  and  fastened  with  copper  spikes  beaten  from  virgin  placer 
metal.  She  carried  fourteen  iron  and  two  brass  cannon  and  copper 
boilers  three-fourths  of  an  inch  thick.  Tlio  final  ceremonies  of  the 
transfer  of  Alaska  were  consummated  on  boai'd  of  the  Politkovsky 
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iiiMhl  tlic  iiiipri'sHv  (■  rli;iriliii>,'  ;iiiil  iiilnniiij,'  of  the  li'ii->i;iri  cleric 
drt'Kscd  ill  llicir  iiidst  ^^dr^cdiis  mlics.  Ilcr  lir.i.ss  cjiiiiinii  Cncil  the  last 
siiliitc  ;iiiil  I  111'  (■iiipriMiiii>  il;iik  liii>ii/,c  wlii^tli-.  fitr  years  tlif  lar^'-'Mt  on 
liic  I'.irilir  rn.ist,  wliirli  is  still  | in'scivcil  as  a  saiTccl  n-lic,  lilcw  a  Ifitl^ 
drawn  l)last.  It  was  <iii  cxliiliition  al  Ilic  Seattle  cxposiliftii.  Tliis.liis- 
tdi'ic  ship,  passing!;  tliroiij:;!!  varimis  iiainl>  ami  vicissitude's,  hut  always 
in  Alaskan  waters,  was  liiially  wrecked  in  pipH  while  rioinjr  service  as 
a  li{,'liter.' 

The  i"iicky  prDiiiniiliu  y  wliiic  Itaiiiii'il'  h.-id  his  <'la-h  with  the  Thlin- 
kits  is  ndw  dcciipicd  hy  the  Ikhiic  hI'  the  directnr  nl'  the  fifoverninent  agri- 
cultural departinciit.  it  is  I'eaciied  hy  a  long  fligiit  <it'  wooden  stei)S. 
On  the  hill  is  the  h'lissian  <'eiiietei-y  overlooking  Swan  Ijake.  Here 
are  liuried  many  |)i()neers.  What  lil'e-tragedies  here  eanie  to  tiie  .same 
l)eaeerul  ending!  In  one  corner  rests  the  remains  of  Prince  Matsu- 
kol"s  I"]nglisli  wife,  wlio.se  hospitalities  were  enjoyed  hy  many  Amer- 
ican and  I'iUglish  visitors. 

IJy  an  executive  proclamation  in  IS'M)  m  >trip  of  land  live  hmiilred 
feet  wiile  on  the  right  hank  and  two  hundred  ,iiid  fifty  feet  wiile  on 
the  left  hank  of  the  Indian  K'ivcr,  called  hy  the  Russians  the  K«)losh- 
eliinkaya  lu-lcha,  has  heen  forever  reserved  .is  a  park.  It  extends  from 
the  pi('tures(|Ue  falls  to  the  inoutli  fd'  the  liver.  This  and  tin-  puhlic 
garden  liack  of  the  catliedral  and  ))ara(le-ground  sloping  ti)  the  water 
give  Sitka  ahuudant  outing-jilaces.  The  park  is  universaily  admired. 
It  al)ounds  in  splendid  cedars,  and  other  great  Alaskan  trees:  near 
tlie  falls  formerly  stood  a  ceihir  which  was  ten  feet  in  diameter.  Tliere 
are  thicket.s  of  salmon  berry  and  otluM-  delicious  fruit  hushes;  the  dev- 
il's clul)  here  attains  a  height  of  twenty  feet;  in  the  summer  nuiltitude.s 
of  lieaiitil'iil  llnweis  till  the  air  with  fragrance.  Kiiehanting  paths, 
admirably  kejit,  lead  down  to  the  river,  and  when  one  reaches  the  beach 
one  suddeidy  comes  upon  a  small  grove  of  totems  erected  amid  the  green 
spruce  trees.  Here  are  the  graves  of  Lisyansky's  men  wlio  were  mur- 
dered by  the  Indians  in  1S04.  Baranof's  favorite  seat  on  the  great 
stone  near  the  beach  is  still  pointed  out.  Tt  is  called  the  Blarney  stone 
and  peo]ile  who  kiss  it  are  supposed  to  be  granted  persuasive  eloquence. 
There  is  a  Russian  in.scription  carved  upon  it  and  many  names  of  visit- 

'  A  picture  of  it  appears  on  page  14S4  of  this  volume. 
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ing  ships  have  been  there  recorded.  If  stoues  had  the  eloquence 
ascribed  to  them  by  Sliakespeare  what  fascinating  tales  that  great 
boulder  could  relate  of  days  long  past ! 

Although  Sitka  has  lost  its  importance  since  the  seat  of  government 
was  transferred  to  Juneau,  it  is  still  the  most  interesting  town  in  Alaska 
and  is  fairly  prosperous,  though  curiously  enough  its  name  is  not  given 
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in  the  Governor's  report  for  1908  among  the  incorporated  towns,  and 
not  a  vessel  of  noti('ea))le  tonnage  either  entered  or  cleared  in  its  har- 
bdi'  during  the  two  yeai's  previous.  In  1908  there  were  sixty  pupils 
in  the  Sitkan  schools.  One  of  the  most  useful  of  these  institutions  is 
the  Industrial  Training  School,  which  was  founded  by  the  Missionary- 
Governor,  John  G.  Brady,  a  third  of  a  century  ago.  Both  boys  and 
girls  of  native  stock  attend  and  are  educated  to  become  self-.supporting; 
the  boys  learn  boat-building,  carpentiy,  roi)e-making,  agriculture  and 
other  useful  trades.  Tlie  girls  arc  taught  cooking,  sewing,  laundry- 
work  ami  the  like.     Tlic  language  spoken  is  English. 

Though  the  climate  of  Sitka  is  mild  and  vcrv  cnuablo,  there  is  a  great 
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riiinriill  ami  llic  paiirily  of  .sunny  days  in  suniuMT  tends  to  elieck  the 
ripening  of  vc^jctalilcs.  Xc^vcrtliclfss,  {'uljljaKi'  niid  canlidrnvcM-,  pota- 
toes and  llic  cniniiMin  "  garden  truck  "  j^enr-rally  dy  well.  Mr.  I'rady 
in  ISJS  di'claic'd  llial  |>rnl»altly  lliere  was  not  anotiier  spot  on  llic  jjIoIh* 
where  tile  same  iiiiiiilicr  i<\'  people  did  so  little  inanual  lal)or  and  were 
so  well  led  as  at  Sitka,  lie  poiiiliil  nut  lliat  the  Sitkau  natives  Iiad 
jfood  iniiKis  and  were  suseeplilijc  nf  a  hi^li  state  of  culture.  The  pure 
'IMdinkits  t'nrincrly  jcinlvcd  linwn  upon  the  Sitkau  Indians,  who  were  of 
mixed  stock.     The  Indian  \  illa'^e  has  heen  of  late  years  greatly  trans- 

fornic(|  and  as  lonj;  af^o  as  1S!)'J  every  oi I'  the  icreat  eomninnal  lodpos 

luid  heen  destroyed.  '!'ln'  po|)ulati(Ui  is  now  comparatively  small.  The 
name  Sitka  is  said  to  mean  monidain  village  nf^'i  eei-fainly  that  is  ap- 
propriate. .Mr.  (ieorji:e  iJroke  declares  the  view  from  the  Sitka  cita- 
del somewluit  resemhies  tlint  of  the  Ray  of  Najjles,  but  with  tlie  addi- 
tional I'liarm  of  snow  mountain-  and  sinall  glaciers. 

.\ri  interesting  e.xeursiun  I'mm  Sitka  is  to  follow  the  old  ti'ail  to  the 
sununit  of  \'ersto\di,  which  I'luui  its  height  of  three  thousand  two  hun- 
dred and  sixteen  feet  affords  a  magnificent  view  of  the  islands  toward 
the  I'acific,  of  the  I'ar.inof  Mountains,  Silver  Bay,  Sitka  and  even 
Mt.  Fairweather,  one  hundred  miles  away.  Above  eight  luuulred  feet 
the  view  is  unobstructed  by  uudeibrush.  The  ruune  Arrow  Head,  whicli 
is  sometimes  applied  to  the  mouidaiu,  arises  from  a  peculiar  triangle 
of  rock  which  lies  on  one  side. 

l''rom  that  hei,!.;lit  one  can  get  an  idea  of  the  variety  of  excursions 
possible  from  Sitka  among  the  harlior  islands.  Opposite  the  Indian 
village  is  Jaiwnsky,  which  is  about  a  mile  long  and  half  a  mile  wide 
and  originally  the  site  of  a  large  native  village.  Here  in  1805  a  Jap- 
anese junk  was  wrecked  and  hence  the  name.  Tt  is  now  used  for  coal- 
sheds  and  a  powder  nuigazine.  Harbor  Island  is  south  of  Japonsky 
and  contains  a  number  of  Indian  caches.  On  one  side  of  the  ship  chan- 
nel is  Kutkan,  where  lived  an  Indian  chief  who  related  to  Bishop  Veni- 
aminof  many  of  the  myths  and  legends  whicli  he  chronicled. 

Signal  Island  was  utilized  in  Banmof's  time  for  establishing  the 
lighted  bonfires  announcing  the  arrival  of  a  shi))  as  a  guidance  for  the 
pilot.  The  ship  arriving  would  fire  a  gun  ami  thi'u  would  flash  out 
the  signals,  answered  bv  a  bonfire  on  the  citadel  roof. 
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On  the  east  side  of  Baranof  Island  are  situated  the  White  Suljilmr 
Hot  Springs,  of  which  there  are  four,  and  it  is  an  all  day's  canoe  trip 
to  go  and  return.  .  The  canoe  threads  its  way  through  fascinating  in- 
tricate passages.  The  water  is  impregnated  with  sulphur,  chloride 
of  iron  antl  magnesia  —  not  to  say  with  heat !  An  egg  may  he  boiled 
in  the  largest  of  the  springs,  which  has  a  temperature  of  one  hundred 
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and  fifty-five  degrees.  A  second  spring  has  a  temperature  of  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-two.  The  Indians  knew  of  the  virtues  of  these  foim- 
tains  and  used  to  go  there  and  soak  for  hours  at  a  time  in  the  water; 
the  bay  where  they  are  situated  was  neutral  ground.  Lisyansky  dis- 
covered them  in  1805.  Sir  George  Simpson  visited  them  in  18-1:2.  In 
1852  the  natives,  resenting  the  possession  of  the  springs  by  any  one, 
their  own  unwritten  law  forbidding  settlements  or  claims,  burnt  all 
the  buildings  and  drove  the  inmates  into  the  woods.  The  invalids  thus 
routed  out  in  the  middle  of  winter  managed  to  cross  the  mountains 
to  Sitka  in  safety.  After  the  United  States  Government  took  ]wsses- 
sion  there  was  a  stockaded  post  with  hospital,  chapel,  residences,  and 
gardens.     The  vegetation  there  is  of  excojitional  luxuriance.     After 
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tlic  \\'itli(Ir;i\v;il  ul'  llir  finops  llic  nativos  aj?;iiri  lninit  tlie  Kfttlciiifiit. 
Tin-  batlis  arc  now  ccutif  IiiId  iMisscssioii  of  |iri\atc  persons  iiiu]  an? 
accordiiif^ly  cxploitcil  iiistcail  of  liciii^j  rcsorvt'fl  lor  |nil)lic  use  as  slif)iil<l 
have  Itccii  I  lie  case. 

The  iiiniiiit.iins  licliiinl  llii-  liay  arc  l"iill  of  wild  f^;iiiic  —  hiai'k-tailcd 
hears  and  dciM-,  ,ind  llic  >1rc;iiiis  alupiiinl  in  tionl.  'I'lic  Imnter  is  in 
tiiin  Imnlcd  li\  the  ever  Icidcioiis  ni<i.-.i|iiil(),  whose  assaults  justify  tin- 
Tldiiikit  Ic^i'iid  thai  it  was  originally  a  jyiaiit  spider,  wliicli,  wlien  oauglit 
jiy  an  c\il  >piril  ;ind  llnnu:  intu  llic  fii'c,  escapcij.  tlionji;!!  slirivclled  in 
size,  bearing  in  ils  nmnlli  a  coal  to  torment  mankind  with. 

From  tlic  ildl  Spiinys  iiillside  is  ol)tained  a  mafjfnificerd  view  of  tlie 
volcanic  .Mount  ilda^ecumbe.  .Mount  Edgecumhc.  called  by  the  natives 
Thifirh  or  the  Sleeper,  is  situated  in  Kruzof  Island.  It  was  first  called 
San  Jacinto  or  St.  Ilyaciiitli.  Imt  Cook  renamed  it.  Crossing  waters 
often  rough  and  i"ogg>'  one  lands  on  the  I'aithci-  -idc  of  Sitka  Sound, 
anil  then  has  a  tiamp  through  swamps  and  forest  land  for  several 
miles  to  the  base  of  the  mountain.  Twf)  Kailiak  hunters  climbed  it 
in  1804  and  rcportcil  the  cratci-  tilled  with  watci-.  It  is  .said  to  have 
l)een  in  eruption  during  that  year.  Since  then  it  has  been  climbed  many 
times,  more  than  once  liy  women.  Steam  and  the  smell  of  sulphur 
show  that  tires  art'  not  far  l)elow.  On  the  Camel's  Humi),  of  which 
p]dgecumbe  is  only  a  parasitic  cone,  is  a  still  larger  crater,  from  the 
Tuoutli  of  which  not  so  many  centuries  ago  poured  the  lavas  which 
foiined  the  island.  Edgecumhc  wa>  the  home  of  the  famed  Thunder 
Bird. 

The  voyage  from  Juneau  or  Sitka  northwest  to  Prince  William  Sound 
is  in  some  respects  the  crowning  experience  of  Alaskan  travel.  From 
Juneau  one  ]iasses  the  famous  Glacier  Bay  which  was  for  year.s  the 
cynosure  of  all  eyes.  Into  it  poured  nine  living  glaciers,  of  which 
the  one  named  after  Dr.  John  Muir  and  poetically  described  by  liim. 
was  the  greatest  and  most  t>niical.  It  was  about  three  miles  wide  and 
three  humlicd  feet  liigli,  sweeping  down  from  mountains  rising  to  a 
height  of  fifteen  thousaml  feet.  The  face  of  the  glacier  in  the  sun  had 
the  color  of  aquamarine  and  from  its  multitudinous  crystal  pinnacles 
were  reflected  all  the  hues  of  the  rainbow.  As  the  glacier  moved  sea- 
ward at  the  rate  of  more  than  sixtv  feet  a  dav.  from  time  to  time  enor- 
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mous  icebergs  fell  off  into  the  water  with  a  thundering  crash  which 
went  echoing  from  one  side  of  the  bay  to  the  other.  Early  in  1890  a 
great  earthquake  occurred,  shattering  its  crystalline  front  and  so  cho- 
king the  whole  bay  with  its  debris  that  no  ship  could  approach  within 
fifteen  miles.  In  the  year  1908  it  was  found  to  be  once  more  accessible 
and  since  then  steamships  have  approached  as  formerly.    When  ]\Iiss 
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Scidmore  saw  it  for  the  last  time  she  said:  —  "  The  whole  brow  was 
transfigured  with  the  fires  of  sunset;  the  blue  and  silvery  pinnacles, 
the  white  and  shining  front  floating  dreamlike  on  a  roseate  and  amber 
sea,  and  the  range  and  circle  of  dull  violet  mountains  lifting  their  glow- 
ing summits  into  a  sky  flecked  with  crimson  and  gold." 

But  the  glaciers  in  this  bay,  enormous  and  wonderful  as  they  are, 
do  not  begin  to  exhaust  tlie  possibilities  of  the  phenomena  in  marvel- 
lous Alaska.  There  are  no  less  than  one  hundred  and  seventy  that 
are  important  enough  to  be  named,  and  it  is  estimated  that  nine- 
tenths  of  the  ice  of  this  continent  is  contained  in  the  region  extending 
north  to  the  Wraagel  Range  and  west  to  the  Kenai  Peninsula,  an  area 
of  fifty  thousand  square  miles.    Beginning  at  the  Cross  Sound,  which 
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Ki'paratcH  Cliitclij^oi"  Isliitid  Irnni  IIm'  iiiaiiiljind,  Ijoj^ins  the  HtuiJcnclouH 
(.'oast  Uaii^o  of  riiniiiit.rnis  rtmn  wliii-li  itii)>l  of  tlicso  f^laciers  descend. 
Al»()ve  icy  I'lmit  ha  IT-rmisc  rises  to  a  liciKlit  of  ten  llioiisaiid  seven 
Imiidred  ami  furls  feet.  'I'licii  comes  Ijitiiya,  wliose  dazzlirifj  top  Icjoks 
down  tVotii  a  lici;,'lit  ol'  firvcii  tliousand  eislit  Imiidred  and  tliiity-two 
ffct  on  the  only  buy  on  lliat  long  stretch  of  coast.  lOven  tliat  has  a 
dailKeroUH  entrance  as  the  tide  sweeps  in  with  a  swift  Imic.  Iji'ir  in 
17S(i  the  l''n'iii-h  iia\i!;.itiii-  |(j>1  two  hoal-loads  of  men.  twenty-one  in 
all.  wliii  wcic  nvcitiii  iicij  ill  the  icy  waters  and  di-owncd.  lie  erected  a' 
iiiniiiiiiii'iil  III  their  iiieiiinry  Oil  a  siiiail  island  calleil  He  de  Cenotaplie. 
'I'lieir  names  were  enrolled  iimi  Imried  in  ;i  hdtlle  with  an  account  of 
the  disaster.  T^a  Perouse  descrihed  tiie  iiihahitiints  of  Lituya  Bay 
as  treacherous  and  thievisli.  They  were  crazy  to  ol)tain  iron  and  were 
willing  to  harter  furs  and  fish  for  the  precious  metal.  He  was  scan- 
dalized at  the  filtiiy  hahits  of  the  natives  and  especiallj^  disgusted  at 
the  ugliness  of  the  Wdineii,  enhanced  Ijy  their  mutilating  themselves 
with  labrets. 

When  Captain  Dixon,  whose  harlmi-  lies  to  the  south  of  Icy  Cape, 
was  there  a  year  later  he  did  not  liml  the  wninen  so  very  terrihie.  Ife 
gives  a  pleasant  description  of  them  and  tells  how  he  persuaded  one 
of  them  to  wash  the  paint  finm  her  \';\fi\  lie  says  that  then  "  her 
countenance  had  all  the  cliet'iful  glow  iif  an  l^nglish  milkmaid's;  and 
the  healthy  red  which  sutTused  her  cheeks  was  even  beautifully  con- 
trasted with  the  white  of  her  neck;  her  eyes  were  black  and  sparkling; 
her  eyebrows  of  the  same  color  and  most  beautifully  arched;  her  fore- 
head so  remarkably  clear  that  the  translucent  veins  were  seen  meander- 
ing even  in  their  minutest  brandies  —  in  short  she  would  be  consid- 
ered handsome  even  in  England." 

La  Perouse  himself  was  upset  in  the  bay  by  the  tidal  wave  from  an 
iceberg  falling  into  the  water.  .Ml  the  navigators  who  have  visited 
the  bay  have  remarked  on  the  wonders  of  the  glaciers,  of  which  there 
are  at  least  five  active  ones.  Dr.  Dall  described  the  bay  as  "  a  sort 
of  Yosemite  Valley,  retaining  the  glaciers  and  with  its  floor  submerged 
six  or  eight  hundred  feet."  The  natives  have  a  legend  to  the  effect 
that  two  men  in  the  shape  of  bears  sit  on  either  side  of  the  entrance 
holding  a  sail  cloth  just  below  the  surface  and  when  a  canoeman  ap- 
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pears  toss  him  furiously  into  the  air.  About  fortj-  miles  beyond  Lituya 
Bay  is  Dry  Bay,  the  shallow  delta  of  the  Alsek  River,  which  rises  near 
the  source  of  the  Chilkat  and  flows  in  a  precipitous  course  behind  Mt. 
Fairweather,  crowded  with  salmon.  It  has  been  explored  from  mouth 
to  source.  Lieutenant  Emmons  made  the  crossing  from  bay  to  bay  on 
land.  Mt.  Fairweather  rises  as  it  were  perpendicularly  from  the  sea  to 
a  height  of  fifteen  thousand  two  hundred  and  ninety-two  feet. 
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The  next  indentation  is  Yakutat  Bay,  two  hundred  and  fifteen  miles 
from  Sitka.  Cook  and  Vancouver  called  it  Bering  Bay;  Dixon  dubbed 
it  Admiralty  Bay  and  La  Perouse  affixed  to  it  the  name  of  Monti.  For- 
tunatelj'  the  native  name  has  been  preserved.  There  are  a  number  of 
islands  on  the  eastern  shore  of  the  bay  but  the  mouth  is  unobsti'ucted 
and  tlie  full  force  of  the  Pacific,  here  hardly  deserving  of  that  name, 
is  likely  to  sweep  into  it,  rendering  entrance  difficult  and  dangerous, 
especially  as  it  is  likely  to  bo  more  or  less  blocked  by  floating  ice.  At 
Port  Mulgrave  there  is  a  good  harbor  with  a  Moravian  Mission  su]i- 
ported  bv  the  Swedish  Lutheran  Church.  Here  Baranof  endeavored 
to  establish  a  convict  roloiiv.     Sholikof,  at  whoso  instance  he  landed 
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tlici'O,  ^;i\'c  him  siiiMc  iiilini r.ililc  iii-t I'lict ioii^.  lie  s.'iiil :  -"  Use  taste 
as  woll  as  piiicticnl  .jinl;;iii<'iil  in  liicaliii^  tli(!  .suttlciiiciit.  Look  to  lifaulv 
as  well  as  to  comciiiciH'i'  n\'  in.itcrial  ami  supplicN.  On  tin?  |>laii,  as 
Wfll  as  in  reality,  lease  room  lur  ^|l,■|^ilJ||>  >i|ii;ir'es  for  |)iil)lic  assr-niblics. 
Make  llie  streets  not  too  loni;,  lint  wide,  and  jet  tlieni  rarliate  from  the 
si|nares.  If  the  site  is  wooiIimI,  let  trees  enoufjli  staml  to  line  the  streets 
ami  to  nil  the  ;;aMlen>.  in  orijer  tn  iie.iMtify  the  plaee  arnl  jireserve 
a  lieaitliy  atniospheie.  Ilnihl  the  honses  along  the  streets,  hnt  at  some 
distance  from  one  anotln-r.  in  order  to  inci-ease  the  extent  of  the  town. 
The  ro(d's  should  lie  ol'  eipial  heiii-hl.  and  the  ai'eliiteeture  .m-  uniform 
as  possible.  'I'lie  gar<lens  should  he  of  ei|ual  .size  uud  provided  with 
good  fences  aloni;'  the  streets." 

A  post  and  fortilications  were  erected  an<l  several  ships  were  built, 
but  the  fai-minn'  industry,  which  it  was  hoped  to  ostal)lisIi,  was  hardly 
suiteil  to  that  locality.  Many  of  the  settlers  died  ;ind  the  rest  were 
massacred  by  the  Thlinkits  in  ISO.').  In  the  old  days,  wlien  there  were 
a  ^icalei-  number  of  liaiians,  they  used  to  come  out  in  caaoe.s,  .singing, 
and  paddle  ceremoniously  round  any  visiting  ship.  They  would  bring 
their  wares  to  excliange  for  articles  of  iron  and  foi-  white  men's  ap- 
parel. 

Tiold  was  discovered  along  the  beaches  of  ^'akutat  Bay  in  1S80  and 
the  miners  for  a  time  were  able  to  extract  as  much  as  forty  dollars 
a  tlay  by  the  use  of  rotary  hand  amalgamators.  But  a  big  storm  piled 
the  l)eaches  with  dog  fish  which  decayetl  and  soaked  the  sand  with  oil 
so  that  tiie  mercury  would  not  a<"t.  A  tidal  wave  washed  out  a  large 
part  of  the  black  sand  and  little  has  been  done  there  since.  The  chief 
of  the  Vakutat  Indians  made  the  miners  i)ay  him  tribute.  The  black 
sand  contained  i)latinum  as  well  as  gold.  Good  coal  occurs  a  mile  or 
two  inland  but  it  has  not  as  yet  lioen  exploited  owing  to  the  difficulty 
of  reaching  it. 

At  the  head  of  ^'akuta1  r>ay.  which  penetrates  the  hmd  for  sixty 
miles,  there  is  a  snudler  liay.  named  by  the  Italian  navigator  Malaspina 
nisenchaiitmcnt  I5ay.  Ife  supposed  that  tide  water  ended  there.  Since 
then  it  has  been  explored  for  sixty  miles  farther  and  found  almost  to 
reach  the  sea  again  toward  the  south.  To  the  north  of  Disenchantment 
Bay  lie  the  two  glaciers,  Dalton  and  Hubbard.    The  fjord  running  south 
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among  lofty  mountains  is  regarded  by  those  who  have  seen  it  —  and 
they  are  few  —  as  offering  the  most  magnificent  scenery  on  the  coast. 
Lofty  mountains  rise  on  both  sides  and  cascades  come  dashing  down 
their  precipitous  cliffs. 

Mr.  Muir  writes  of  the  scenery  there  that  it  is  "  gloriously  wild  and 
sublime,  majestic  mountains  and  glaciers,  barren  moraines,  bloom-cov- 
ered islands  amid  icy,  swirling  waters,  enlivened  by  screaming  gulls, 
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hair-seals  and  roaring  bergs.  On  the  other  hand,  the  beauty  of  the 
southern  extension  of  the  bay  is  tranquil  and  restful  and  perfectly 
enchanting.  Its  shores,  especial!}^  on  the  east  side,  are  flowery  and 
finely  sculptured,  and  the  mountains,  of  moderate  height,  are  charm- 
ingly combined  and  reflected  in  the  quiet  waters." 

The  town  of  Yakutat  has  been  rendered  prosperous  by  the  lumber 
trade.  A  i-nilway  cliinhs  up  into  the  intoi'ior  for  several  miles.  On 
the  wliarf  are  a  saw  mill  and  cannery.  On  the  ])latoau  above  are  stoi-es 
and  a  few  residences.  Not  far  away  is  tlic  village  inhabited  by  the 
Tliliiikits.    There  is  a  forest  walk  to  the  old  Thlinkit  village  where  the 
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liii(i\'os  wc'ivc  llicii-  liciiil  iliil  liiiskcls  niul  ciiixi'  tlu-ii-  I'lifiniis  Irinkfts 
wliicli  tlicy  ofTcr  lo  tlir  iiilcic>li"il  tourist.  'I'licy  still  l«'«'|)  up  tlii'ir 
r<'|iiit;il  iim  ;is  lii;lit  (iii^^nrd  LCi'ntry  wliidi  INii^ct  (ji.sfovcrfd  to  liis  cost 
:i  liiiiiiirfil  years  ;i^o. 

( >ii  tlic  no  I'll  I  siilc  of  tlic  iiiiy  hcj^iiis  I  lie  j^rcalcst  known  f^iarirT  of  f  he 
worlil,  llir  .Malaspina.  it  i>  not  less  tliaii  sixty  miles  in  leii;ctli  and 
oxtends  hack  into  llie  country  fully  twenty  miles.  Most  of  the  way  if  i>, 
He|>.iralcil  rnmi  Ilic  sea  hy  a  roi'estc<I  moraine  six  miles  in  width,  ft 
liiHirs  (>\cr  inlii  llic  waxes  at  Icy  Capo.  All  day  lori^  as  the  steamer 
plonirhs  ti)  tile  rinrlliwevi  nne  sees  floatinfi^  ahove  the  wonderful  sweep 
of  the  dazzling  glacier  the  clondlike  heij^hts  of  the  mountains  —  Cook, 
thirteen  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifly-soveu  feet  hif<h,  and  Mt.  St. 
Klias.  which  the  I'nited  States  Coast  Survey  reckoned  to  he  more  than 
nineteen  thousand  Ici't  lii;;h  imt  has  since  heen  found  to  he  a  thousand 
feet  lower  than  that.  1 1  is  visihie  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  out  at  sea. 
It  is  the  (hmiiiuitinjj;  peak  of  tlie  iani;c  and  fjivcs  its  name  to  it,  though 
Lojjau,  which  can  not  lie  seen  from  the  sea,  is  fifteen  hundred  feet 
higher.  Pi-ofessor  I.  ( '.  IJusscll.  who  was  sent  hy  the  Xational  Geo- 
graphic Society  to  explore  if.  and  who  reached  an  elevation  of  fourteen 
thousand  five  hundreil  feet,  says  of  the  ]ieak  which  Bering  called  the 
holshdifd  sliai/Ld  or  gicat  caj):  "  At  length  the  great  i)yramid  form- 
ing the  culminating  point  of  all  the  region  hui-st  into  full  view.  What 
a  glorious  sight  !  The  great  mountain  seemed  higher  and  grander  and 
more  regularly  ])roi)ortioned  than  any  peak  I  had  ever  beheld  1)efore. 
Tlu>  white  plain  formed  hy  the  Si'ward  Glacier  made  an  even  fore- 
ground, whiih  ga\c  distance  to  the  foothills  forming  the  western  margin 
of  the  glacier.  Fai-  ahove  flie  angular  crest  of  the  Samovar  Hills  in  the 
middle  distance  towered  St.  Klias,  sharj)  and  clear  against  the  eveniiig 
sky.  So  majestic  was  St.  Elias  fliaf  other  magnificent  peaks  scarcely 
received  a  second  glance." 

^frs.  TTigginson  says:  —  "  For  one  whole  day  the  majestic  mountain 
and  its  beautiful  comi^anion  peaks  were  in  sight  of  the  steamer  before 
the  next  range  came  into  view.  The  .sea  breaks  sheer  iijion  the  ice- 
pali.sades  of  the  glaciiM-.  Icebergs,  pale  green,  pale  blue,  and  rose-col- 
ored, march  out  to  meet,  and  bowing,  pass  the  ship.  .  .  .  On  one  side 
are  miles  and  miles  of  viol(>f  ocean  sweeping  away  into  limitless  space. 
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a  fleck  of  sunlight  flashing  like  a  firefly  in  every  hollowed  wave;  on 
the  other,  miles  on  miles  of  glistening  ice,  crowned  by  peaks  of  softest 
snow.  At  sunset  warm  purple  mists  drift  in  and  settle  over  the  gla- 
cier ;  above  these  float  banks  of  deepest  rose ;  through  both,  and  above 
them,  glimmer  the  mountains  pearlily,  in  a  remote  loveliness  that  seems 
not  of  earth." 

In  the  St.  Elias  group  there  are  nine  mountains,  the  altitude  of 
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which  exceed  ten  thousand  feet  —  magnificent  giant  brothers  of  the 
North,  offering  the  mountain  climber  opportunities  enough  to  display 
skill  and  courage. 

It  was  nearly  a  century  and  a  half  after  Bering  discovered  Mt.  St. 
Elias,  before  any  attempt  was  made  to  ascend  it.  Frederick  Schwatka 
and  a  party  su))ported  by  the  New  York  Tiuief!,  tried  it  in  1886  but 
failed  to  reach  the  base.  In  1888  a  party  of  four,  three  Englishmen  and 
an  American,  attained  an  altitude  of  eleven  thousand  four  hundred 
feet.  In  1890  I.  C.  Russell  and  Mark  B.  Karr  would  have  reached  the 
top  had  it  not  been  foi-  a  severe  storm.  IJusscll  reached  an  altitude 
of  fourteen   thousand    live   lnni<li'ed   feet.     Tn   1897   the   Duke   of  the 
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Aliruzzi  willi  :i  Itcr^j  expedition  KUCCfcdcd  in  .illirmiiiK  the  .siiinmit. 
Tiiis  wiis  (Ictci'iiiiiicil  lt\  tin-  ('o.-i^t  Survey  as  cigliteeii  tliousaiid  aiwl 
twenty  four  feet.  The  eliief  iliriiciiltv  eorisists  ill  tlie  K>'<'at  distarico 
frniii  any  source  of  sii|)|ilies.  h'Toiii  SI.  l-jjias  the  ijouudary  line  of 
Alaska  runs  (hie  north  to  Demai-ealion  Point  on  tho  Aretie  Ocean. 

.\t  the  ciiti-.-iiice  111'  ( 'out  i<illi'i-  l'.:i\.  .htons  I'l-oin  ('ape  Suckling,  is 
the  lar.ye  IsLiiKJ  of  K;i>al<.  which  i>  notalile  for  tlie  splendid  headland 
oaiieil  ('ape  SI.  I'llias.  which  Juts  out  into  tlie  -tormy  waters  of  the 
I'.'icilic  aiiij  is  heateii  h\  leiiilic  <\\y\'.  'i'he  town  of  Kayak  is  on  Wing- 
liain  Isiainl.  wheie  lleiiiiL'  landed  in  1711.  and  which  was  nauie<l  Kaye 
Island  hy  ( 'ook  thirty  seven  years  Liter.  This  was  in  lionor  of  an  other- 
wise unknown  clergyinaii  who  liappeiied  to  have  given  Captain  Cook 
two  silver  coins  huried  in  a  In  it  tie  coutaiuiug  the  date  of  the  discovery 
and  the  names  of  his  ships. 

('(iiitroller  is  notahle  for  its  oil  wells,  which  liave  been  bored  here 
and  there  over  a  distance  of  two  or  three  thousand  square  miles.  Ka- 
talla,  on  the  mainland  at  the  head  of  the  hay,  sprang  into  sudden  iin- 
l)ortanee,  and  most  of  the  business  of  Kayak  was  transferred  to  the 
mushroom  town.  It  was  founded  in  1904  and  immediately  became  the 
terminus  of  a  proposed  railway,  rnfortunately  Katalla  had  no  good 
harbor,  only  an  o|)en  roadstead,  and  on  many  occasions  visiting  steam- 
ships had  been  unable  to  land  their  freight  and  passengers.  The  story 
is  told  of  a  i>ortaliU'  bank  that  was  l)idught  there  three  times  and  had 
finally  to  lie  transported  l)ack  to  Seattle.  Beyond  the  delta  mouth  of 
the  great  Copper  Kiver,  across  the  peninsula,  on  the  shore  of  Prince 
AVilliam  Sound  lies  the  new  town  of  Cordova,  which  has  a  good  harbor. 

It  was  a  question  for  a  time  which  would  be  the  terminus  of  the  rail- 
way communicating  with  the  rich  regions  of  the  upper  Copper  Valley. 
Rival  companies  engaged  in  almost  mediaeval  warfare.  Rights  nf  way 
crossed,  and  tracks  were  laid  by  one  company  only  to  be  torn  uj)  by 
the  other.  Fortifications  were  thrown  uji  and  armed  men  were  sta- 
tioned ready  to  figlit  with  their  liv(>s.  Tn  tho  same  way  the  right  of 
way  througii  the  narrow  Keystone  Caiion  was  assailed  and  defended. 
A  pitched  liattle  took  place;  one  man  was  killed  and  three  were 
wounded.  Both  companies  wore  backed  by  millions  and  the  interests 
were  enormous. 
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The  distance  from  Katalla  to  Cordova  in  a  straight  line  is  only 
abont  fifty  miles,  around  l\v  sea  it  is  three  times  as  far.  Between 
them  flows  the  Copper  River.  It  was  called  Atuah  by  the  natives, 
who  prevented  Serebrennikof  from  exploring  its  recesses  and  killed 
him  and  his.  men.  It  was  first  successfully  ascended  by  Lieutenant 
H.  T.  Allen,  who,  having  reached  its  head  waters,  crossed  the  divide 
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and  sailed  down  the  Tanana  to  the  Yukon.  It  is  the  master  river 
of  that  region.  It  rises  on  the  eastern  slope  of  Mt.  Wrangel  and 
after  flowing  north  for  forty  miles  turns  southwest  for  fifty  miles.  At 
a  distance  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  it  is  joined  by  the  Chitina 
Eiver  and  having  half  circled  the  vast  group  of  mountains  dominated 
by  Wrangel  it  turns  to  the  south  and  cuts  its  way  through  the  Chugatch 
Eange  and  reaches  the  Pacific  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  west  of  St. 
Elias.  The  river  is  a  typical  glacial  stream,  very  muddy  and  turbulent, 
flowing  swiftly  through  tremendous  caiions  and  in  places  faced  by  por- 
tentous glaciers.  The  Miles  Glacier  lifts  ice  cliffs  for  six  miles  just 
below  the  Abercrombie  Rapids,  at  the  head  of  which  is  the  terminus 
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of  ilic  r'opipcr  T'ivcr  T?!iilw;iy.  Tri  sinnnior  Ktoainboats  ply  tlio  uiipcr 
n';iclii-s  (if  llic  ('(ip|icr  K'ivci-  ;iMil  tlic  Cliitiiia.  The  \vli(»lc  n-n'mu  is 
iiiarvcllously  rl<'li  in  iml.iU.  It  i^  rdiifidciilly  cvpfclcil  tliat  it  will  rival 
all  (itlicrs  in  llic  pnnliiri  imi  nl' ('(JiipiT.  The  I'.oii.-in/.a  .Mine,  wliicli  was 
piitcli.i  >i'(|  I'm-  >cvcnl\  Iwii  tlii)ii-.,iiiil  dollars  in  1!)00,  was  soM  ciglit 
years  later  I'nr  iimre  llian  a  niillinn.  This  is  only  one  of  dozens  of 
otiier  elainis,  all  inoniisinK  ononnous  returns. 

The  whole  rej^ion  is  wildly  nionntainons  and  evidently  of  volcanic 
ori/jiii.  'I'lii'ic  arc  nut  less  than  a  ihr/cri  pi-aks  of  twelve  thousand  feet 
altitude  rising;  from  that  one  valley.  .Mr.  I.'uliert  Dun  in  tlie  summer 
of  1!I(W  succeeded  in  cliniliini,'-  to  the  toji  nf  Mt.  Wrangel,  "  tlie  wliitest. 
widest  dome  shajied  pile  on  earth."  Some  of  his  e.xperiences  were 
blood  curdling.  Once,  at  a  height  of  ten  thousand  one  hundred  an<l 
fifteen  feet,  as  lie  was  trying  to  get  some  photogi-aphs,  he  slumped 
through  tlie  siKiw  into  a  crevasse.  "  Legs  and  liody,"  he  .says,  "  were 
dangling  into  notliingne.ss,  elbows  .spread  ami  chitching  on  the  yicMing 
snow.  During  that  shred  of  a  second's  fall,  all  substance  inside  my 
head,  all  the  .air  outside,  tliickened  into  something  dense  and  leaden. 
All  the  blood  surged  outward  to  surfaces  and  extremities,  but  with  no 
flush  of  warmth.  I  hung  there  looking  <1(mm  at  the  two  slither}'  green 
walls  converging  into  doom."  With  the  aid  of  his  one  companion  he 
managed  to  wriggle  back  into  safety. 

After  a  desperate  climb  of  four  thousand  feet  more,  prodding  for 
every  step  till  their  anus  ached,  they  got  near  the  crater.  "  T  crackled 
ovei-  the  last  snow,"  he  says,  "  and  leaped  upon  that  ash,  in  that  damp 
and  tarnishing  breath  of  the  earth's  bowels,  with  a  mingled  thrill  of 
victory  and  aiiprelionsion  that  was  glorioi;s  .  .  .  ran  up  the  ridge  of 
fumaroles  and  came  out.  It  was  two  o'clock.  Beyond,  on  the  far  side. 
was  snow,  snow  everywhere.  A  plain,  two,  three  miles  across  —  you 
couKl  not  tell  through  the  refractive  haze.  The  vast  dead  chasm  was 
filled  chuck-a-block,  a  brimming  bowl  of  ice.  Think  of  it!  —  thirteen 
thousand  feet  and  more  above  the  sea,  all  but  tangent  to  the  Arctic 
Circle,  immutable  in  the  swing  of  .seasons  —  the  world  knows  no  desert 
like  it."    He  thus  de.scribes  the  living  crater:  — 

"  A  curtain  of  fog  was  snatched  away.  A  tooth  —  a  gigantic  incisor 
pointing  upward  —  appeared  on  the  southwest  rim  of  the  snow  desert. 
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To  the  right,  on  a  fragment  of  outer  slope,  ran  black  ribs,  creeping  with 
slow  vapors,  downward  into  the  neve.  But  except  for  this  the  cone 
was  all  an  oval  of  darkness.  A  great  cavity  was  blazoned  there,  yawn- 
ing upward  to  its  tip.  Streaked  and  crumbling  cliffs  wavered  behind 
the  concealing  steam.  In  a  momentary  stillness  of  the  aii-  the  shreds 
of  vapor  thinned  and  hovered  and  droojoed  along  the  rims.    Then  they 
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arose  at  the  centre  in  hairlike  spires,  as  from  a  simmering  vat.  Clink- 
ery  cave  and  corrugation  sprang  forth  in  horrid  reticulation.  The 
thing  seemed  to  suspend  its  breath  like  a  living  being." 

A  storm  came  on  suddenly  and  they  retreated  while  still  they  could 
make  ovX  their  tracks.  After  terrible  hours,  it  cleared  again  and  once 
more  they  mounted  toward  the  crater.  More  than  once  they  caved 
into  the  "  ash-tained  and  heat-riddled  neve  "  to  climb  out  dripping 
with  muddy  water  that  froze  instantly.  "  Thus,"  he  says,  "  we 
climbed,  slipped  back,  climbed  up  that  transient  traitorous  wall,  as  it 
bulged  out  here  in  a  glossy  mud  spring,  there  was  caverned  with  un- 
knowable dread;  toiled  like  beings  in  a  tread-mill  —  one  that  might 
explode  or  crumble  in  a  jiffy  into  the  soul  and  centre  of  the  earth's 
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sccict   l)riii;^;    jiiid  over  lis  tlic  tt'iih'd  smoke  rolliiiK,  rolliiijjf,  all   l>iit 

tolU'llI''!    nlli-   CM'liils." 

At  l;isl  thi'v  ic;ic|ici|  llu-  very  top  ;ini|  liuil  forty  iiiiiiut<!S  to  see  the 
luaiv  fllinis  paiKtiaiiiii,  Id  locak*  peaks,  lu  lakt-  notes  and  photographs 
"  all  in  a  ricii/.icd  rush."    Tliis  was  a  l)il  of  llic  view:  — 

"  A  (la|i|ili'(|  door  of  while  ami  liliic  opal  cloud  hi<l  all  the  world. 
Miles  sheer  down,  Chetudina  (Jlacier,  a  very  Oelienna  of  erevasses, 
plunged  under  il.  W C  ^ot  not  a  Klii'M'^*'  •''  the  Copper  valley,  nor 
at  the  1  wo  niile-liiuli  crot  of  Mniml  hiiim.  Aiivhow.  what  mattered 
patidi  aiiias  ?  North  all  was  clearer,  hy  the  twin  liazy  nuhs  and  the 
thunih  of  ^^ount  Zanetti,  and  ^^ount  Sanford  raised  by  mirage  in  an 
orange  mist  and  tillecl  toward  us  like  a  relleetioii  in  a  concave  mirror. 
And  —  hiessed  that  we  had  eyes  to  see  il !  —  the  broad  shoulders  of 
.M(d\inl(\v  (magnetic  west,  exactly),  like  one  lighted  window  of  an 
iiivisilile  house  of  sjilendor  on  the  uttermost  horizon." 

Tlie  Wrangel  Mountains  are  regarded  as  .separate  from  the  Coast 
Hansje. 


CHAPTER    XVII. 


A    SOUND    OF    GLACIEES. 


PRINCE  WILLIAM  SOUND,  or  more  properly  Archipelago, 
covers  twenty-five  hundred  square  miles.  It  contains  about  fifty 
islands,  most  of  which  rise  abruptly  out  of  the  water  and  attain 
heights  varying  from  a  thousand  to  three  thousand  feet.  Montague, 
or  Sukluk,  Hinchinbrook,  or  Nutchek,  and  Hawkins  Islands  cut  off 
the  gulf  from  the  Northern  Pacific.  Montague  Island  is  forty-five  miles 
long  and  six  or  seven  miles  wide.  Its  mountains  like  all  the  rest  give 
evidence  of  glacial  action.  There  are  six  long  fjords  separating  tongues 
of  mountainous  land  from  the  mainland  with  which  they  are  generally 
connected  by  a  narrow  neck.  Here  the  heights  reach  an  elevation  of 
five  or  six  thousand  feet  and  offer  a  wonderful  variety  of  beautiful 
scenery.  The  sediment  brought  down  by  the  various  mouths  or  sloughs 
of  the  Copper  River  have  made  an  area  of  mud  flats  in  some  places 
fifteen  miles  wide.  The  sail  through  the  archipelago  is  most  en- 
trancing.    ^Ir.  Muir  thouglit  the  view  to  the  west  one  of  the  most 
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encli.-intirii,^  Iif  li.ul  ever  seen:  "  T^cik  over  peak,  dippiiij?  deep  intfj 
llic  sky,  ,1  I  hiiii-.iiiil  of  llii'iii,  icy  ami  shining,  risiii^j  liij^licr,  liij^IxT, 
lic\<iii(l  ;in(l  yi'l  !ic\nnil  a  imt  lid-  liui'iiiri;^  hrii^lil  in  the  aricriioori  lijflit, 
|iiii|i|i'  <lnii(|  liars  ali(i\c  tliciii,  purple  sliailows  in  the  liollows  and  great 
liicailtlis  111'  >iiii  spaiigN'fl,  icc-dottcfl  waters  in  frDrit." 

'Hierc  are  views  of  distant  snow-cappi-d  nioniilains;  the  eliarinel 
inns  close  In  woixled  sIkucs  witli  f;linii)ses  of  meadows  and  j^iorious 
glades.  Sonielinies  the  abrupt  slioic  towers  almost  overhead.  Many 
of  the  fjords  are  filled  with  living  glaeiers;  of  tlio  eleven  prineipal 
ones  the  most  remarkahlc  is  the  ( 'olumliia.  which  is  four-  miles  wide; 
and  thi'ec  hun<lrcd  IVct  liiuii,  sitnati'il  on  the  western  side  of  the  en- 
t  ranee  to  N'alde/. 

"  In  ordinary  liiilil,"  sa>s  Mrs.  lligginson,  "  the  front  of  the  glacier 
is  lieautifnily  lilne.  It  is  a  hine  tliat  is  Tiovor  seen  in  anything  save  a 
glacier  oi'  a  lloating  iceberg  —  a  pale,  pale  blue  that  .seems  to  flasli  out 
fire  with  every  movement.  .\t  sunset  its  beauty  liolds  one  spellbound. 
It  sweeps  down  magnificently  from  the  snow-peaks  wiiich  form  its  fit 
setting  and  pushes  out  into  the  sea  in  a  solid  wall  of  spired  and  ])in- 
nacle(l  opal  which,  ever  and  anon  breaking  off,  flings  over  it  elouds 
of  color  which  dazzle  the  eyes.  At  times  there  is  a  display  of  prismatic 
colors  aci'oss  th(>  frorit,  wliieli  grow,  fade,  and  grow  again,  the  most 
beautiful  rainbow  shadings.  They  come  and  go  swiftly  and  noiselessly, 
afTeoting  one  somewhat  like  Northei'n  Lights  —  so  still,  so  brilliant, 
so  mysterious." 

.Ml  of  the  region  of  Prince  William  Sound  is  now  a  national  forest 
preserve. 

Tlie  town  of  Valdez  was  founded  in  1898  and  owed  its  prosperity  to 
the  tiaflic  attendant  on  the  Klondike  he.iira.  That  first  year  three  thou- 
sand i)eople  sailed  uj)  through  the  exquisite  Puerto  de  Valdes,  at  the 
upper  end  of  the  Sound  and  climbed  along  the  glacier  through  the  fast- 
nesses of  the  canon-streaked  Chugatch  to  that  enticing  realm  of  gold. 
The  canvas  town  was  speedily  replaced  by  one  more  substantial.  Val- 
dez has  now  a  jiopulation  of  twenty-five  hundred.  The  houses  are 
small  but  comfortable  and  in  some  cases  the  old  Russian's  advice  about 
artistic  surroundings  seems  to  have  been  followed.  The  climate  is 
not  more  severe  tlian  that  of  Washington,  D.  C,  and  in  summer  there 
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is  a  profusion  of  flowers.  Though  it  is-  four  hundred  and  fifty  miles 
farther  north  than  Sitka,  its  winter  climate  is  only  ten  degrees  colder 
and  its  liarbor  is  open  all  the  year.  Strongly  constructed  piers  are  built 
out  into  deep  water,  the  electric  light  is  in  universal  use  as  well  as  the 
telephone.  The  town  boasts  of  schools,  churches  and  a  hospital,  two 
newspapers,  hotels  and  restaurants,  excellent  shops,  a  brewery  and 
factories,  saw-mills  and  saloons,  and  many  other  adjuncts  to  civiliza- 
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tion.  There  are  almost  as  many  dogs  as  in  Constantinople.  The  vis- 
itor first  sees  them  waiting  on  the  wharf.  They  know  when  the  steamer 
comes,  and  hasten  down  to  do  the  honors. 

Valdez  is  situated  on  a  level  plain  between  two  glacial  streams  that 
flow  down  lined  with  alders,  cottonwoods,  willows  and  other  trees. 
Back  of  the  city  rises  the  dead  glaciei',  slowly  wearing  away  in  its  grave, 
sweeping  down  between  glittering  mountains.  With  plenty  of  time  to 
spare  one  iiuiy  <;ike  horses  and  fdlldw  tlic  famous  trail  into  the  Tanana 
country.     Ten  miles  nut  iiflci'  an  cnclianting  view  of  the  Lowe  River 
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\;illcy  windiii;;  in  lis  ic'idii'S  nl'  sil\'<'fy  stirjiin  a  tliou.sainl  I'l-c.-t  below, 
one  idiiics  to  (^anip  Comrnii,  wlicn'  in  tin-  caily  flays  as  many  as  Hev- 
cnly  millers  ii'l iiMiiii^  with  uiiiiiiy  sacks  filled  witli  ^ulil  have  slept 
at  <MM'  liiiie.     X'lil  all  were  Ml  I'lir)  una  t'\ 

Ueyiinil  a  ,i,n>()(]|\  stictrh  uf  iniineva!  forest  tht;  trail  strikes  the 
raiiKiiis  Keystone  Canon,  the  walls  of  \vlii<-li  rise  IVoni  twelve  to  fifteen 
hundred  feet  aliove  tlic  roaring  river,  and  follows  along  on  such  a 
narrow  led^c  that  a  sintcle  misstep  would  |ii-ei'ipitate  horse  and  rider 
into  dizzy  depths.  The  men  icturning  with  empty  pockets  prol)al)ly 
oared  little  to  stop  and  conteini)late  tlie  P.ridal  \'eil  Fall  which  leaps 
off  into  Iherafiou  iVom  a  lii'i;;lit  of  si.\  hundred  I'eet.  from  W'ortman's 
roadhouse  to  the  summit  of  Thompson  Pass  is  a  seven  miles'  jannt  and 
it  is  the  proper  thing  to  see  the  sun  i-ise  from  that  precipice,  rnnamed 
and  unmmihered  peaks  I'ise  into  the  lilue.  all  crowned  with  snow  which 
takes  on  the  most  e.\(|uisile  tints  of  pearly  blue  oi-  pink.  In  every 
direction  are  valleys  eaten  out  by  dashing  streams  whose  musical  voices 
fill  the  silences.  Tn  sinmner  there  ai-e  vast  reaches  covered  with  vivid- 
hued  flowers  —  violets,  harebells,  wild  geraniums,  anemones  ami  but- 
tercups. 

Occasionally  the  trail  dii)s  into  a  level  valley  ami  the?i  one  has  views 
of  sweeping  monnlains  frnni  below.  Heights  of  two  miles  perpendic- 
nlai-  ;ire  not  uncommon.  ( )ne  of  the  most  impressive  mountains  thus 
seen  from  below  is  Mt.  Drum,  which  is  twelve  thousand  feet  above  the 
valley.  The  view  from  the  summit  of  Sour-l)(uigh  Hill  is  claimed  by 
some  to  be  unsur])assed  in  Alaska.  From  here  one  sees  the  majestic 
peaks  of  the  Castle  ^lountains,  rivers  dashing  thunderously  down  wild 
and  sombre  canons,  valleys  filled  to  the  brim  with  living  glaciers,  tre- 
mendous cascades  taking  their  leap  down  into  the  polished  sides  of 
daik  rock.  Here  one  can  see  the  whole  length  of  the  Kennicott  glacier 
sweeping  down  for  forty  miles  through  the  Kennicott  Valley  from 
^ft.  "Wi'angel  and  Mt.  Regal.  Far  to  the  south,  dim  in  the  distance,  rise 
the  peaks  of  the  Coast  Range  —  a  marvellous  wilderness  of  petrified 
billows. 

The  valley  of  tlie  Copper  River  and  its  tributaries  has  been  pretty 
thoroughly  examined  by  the  Government  geologists,  and  it  is  believed 
that  it  is  rich  not  only  in  metals  but  in  possibilities  for  thousands  of 
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small  farmers  who  will  raise  all  kinds  of  vegetables  as  well  as  rye  and 
barley.  Only  a  hundred  and  sixty  miles  from  Valdez  Daniel  Kain  with 
only  a  shovel  took  out  in  two  days  five  ounces  of  coarse  gold  on  the 
headwaters  of  Dan  Creek  which  runs  into  the  Nizina.  It  is  noticeable 
that  most  of  the  rivers  that  flow  into  the  Copper  and  into  the  Tanana 
bear  their  Indian  names  in  contradistinction  to  the  bays  and  sounds 
that  were  named  by  the  early  navigators. 

The  trail  from  Valdez  leads  to  the  richest  copper  mine  so  far  dis- 
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covered  in  Alaska.  Rejiorts  of  the  presence  of  that  metal  had  been 
brought  in  by  Indians  and  others;  but  not  until  the  summer  of  1898 
did  any  success  attend  the  efforts  of  prospectors  to  locate  it.  Men 
who  penetrated  the  Wrangel  Mountains  in  1899  by  the  route  of  the 
Kotsina  River  discovered  the  Nikolai  mine  in  Jul,y,  1899,  under  the 
guidance  of  a  native  named  Jack,  who  had  a  mai)  made  by  Nikolai,  chief 
of  the  Taral  Indians.  Tliis  mine  came  into  the  possession  of  the  Chi- 
tina  Exploration  Company  of  San  Francisco.  That  same  autumn  a 
party  of  ten  men  entered  into  au  agreement  to  ])i-ospect  in  tlie  interior, 
all  property  found  to  be  held  for  their  joint  Ijoncfit.  Among  them  was 
R.  F.  McClennan,  who  had  discovered  the  Nikolai  mine.     All  Init  two 
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nf  llif  iF.ii'ty  si'pjinilcd  I'm-  the  uintiT.  'I'wf)  of  (lir-iii,  ('hiiciii'*-  Warnor 
and  .lai'k  Sniilli,  wlm  ii'iiiaiiu'd  in  \'ali|i'/.,  slart(!(l  in  Mari'li  to  climb 
tlic  trail  inlii  tin'  inlcrior.  'I'Ik;  snow  was  from  six  to  ton  feet  deep 
anil  IIh'v  wcic  nn|  alilc  tn  make  niore  tluin  fivo  or  six  miles  a  day  even 
ai'lci-  almost  sM))crliunian  exertions.  When  they  readied  the  so-ealled 
.M<'('artliy  eaehe  ahont  fifteen  miles  east  ol'  Copper  h'iver  on  the  trail 
to  the  Xikniai  mine,  tlicy  fomid  that  Indians  had  hioken  into  it  and 
stolen  nearly  all  the  prn\isions,  amnmitinii  to  several  thousand  pounds. 

Dnrin.i;'  the  winler  Mc( 'Iriman  liml  made  an  at^reement  with  tlie  Chi- 
li na  I  'nmpany  \n  woi-k  dui'inLC  the  snmmei-  mi  t  he  Xikoiai  mine.  When 
he,  in  cdmiiany  with  a  ninnlier  n!'  men  ;iiid  hdrses,  reached  tlie  McCarthy 
caliin  lie  riiiind  Sinilh  and  Warner  there.  ,\  fj^reat  di.spute  innuediately 
ensued  and  .Me('lemian  jiaeked  in  all  Smith  and  Warner's  ]»rovisions 
to  the  Xikoiai  mine,  which  is  situated  on  Xikoiai  creek  ahout  a  tliousaud 
feel  al)n\c  the  timher  line.  These  two  men  set  out  in  July  with  packs 
on  their  hacks  to  prosi)ect.  After  wanderiuf!^  aimlessly  for  two  days 
they  camped  one  noon  near  a  small  stream  tiiat  came  tearing  down 
from  the  mountains.  Warner  happened  to  glance  upward  and  saw 
somethini;'  ureen.  It  c(inld  not  he  gras.s.  With  great  exertion  the  two 
men  managed  to  clamher  up  a  hundred  and  lifty  feet  to  the  western 
slope  of  the  ridge  and  there  they  came  across  a  mas.s  of  ore  cutting 
across  greenstone  and  limestone  and  exposed  for  about  four  feet.  It 
proved  to  be  pure  cbalcocite  or  copper  glance.  They  found  solid  masses 
of  the  ore  from  two  to  four  feet  across  and  fifteen  feet  long  bere  and 
tbere.  They  were  experienced  miners  and  tbey  knew  the  value  of  tbeir 
discovery.  Several  tons  were  in  sight.  \\'lien  it  was  analyzed  it  gave 
more  tluin  seventy  ]ier  cent,  of  pure  copper  and  fourteen  ounces  of 
silver  besides  a  trace  of  gold. 

Tliis  was  tlie  origin  of  the  great  Bonanza  mine,  tbe  riebest  co]iper 
mine  so  far  discovered  in  the  Xortbwest.  They  were  not  allowed  to 
claim  it  witliout  a  bitter  fight.  The  lawsuit  lasted  several  years  and 
was  one  of  the  most  dramatic  ever  fought  out  in  tbe  courts.  Charges 
of  bribery  and  corruption  were  freely  made.  It  was  finally  decided 
in  favor  of  the  discoverers.  Smith  located  another  claim  across  Mc- 
Carthy Creek  and  disposed  of  it  for  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars. 
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The  Government  trail  from  the  Copper  River,  indeed  from  Valdez, 
has  been  pretty  carefully  laid  out  and  is  not  at  all  difficult  in  the  sum- 
mer. 

The  Indians  were  accustomed  to  make  use  of  a  portage  from  their 
Chugach  Bay  to  Cook  Inlet,  so  close  lie  these  two  great  bodies  of  in- 
land waters,  though  by  ship  it  is  a  voyage  of  several  hundred  miles. 

The  ordinary  tourist  does  not  go  beyond  Valdez  in  a  summer  excur- 
sion to  Alaska,  but  if  he  desires  he  can  take  a  steamer  which  sails  about 
the  middle  of  each  month  and  visits  some  of  the  settlements  to  the 
westward.  Separating  the  great  Cliugach  Gulf  from  historic  Cook's 
Inlet  is  the  remarkable  Kenai  Peninsula.  This  peninsula  is  heavily 
wooded,  the  forests  climbing  its  mountains  to  a  height  of  two  thousand 
feet,  the  timber  being  principally  spruce  with  large  ai-eas  of  hemlock, 
birch  and  other  trees.  The  land  is  fertile  and  the  climate  suitable  for 
many  kinds  of  agriculture.  Berries  abound  and  the  hay  crop  is  fre- 
quently abundant.  The  surrounding  waters  swarm  with  fish  and  the 
rivers  are  the  home  of  the  multitudinous  salmon.  Col.  Caine,  speaking 
of  the  scenery  of  the  Kenai  Peninsula,  says :  — 

"  The  view  was  sublime.  To  our  right  the  enormous  glacier  from 
which  this  branch  of  the  Indian  River  issues  tilled  up  the  whole  of  the 
head  of  the  deep  valley,  the  precipitous  sides  of  which  fell  almost  per- 
pendicularly to  its  foot  in  cliffs  a  thousand  feet  high,  till  it  met  the 
sky  line  ten  miles  away.  Beyond  the  gorge  mountain  after  mountain 
stretched  away  as  far  as  eye  could  reach  with  a  glimpse  between  two 
peaks  of  another  glacier." 

Even  more  enthusiastic  is  the  naturalist,  A.  J.  Stone,  who  visited 
the  region  in  the  interests  of  science :  — 

"It  is  a  land  of  magnificent  rugged  mountains,  and  of  beautiful 
rolling  meadow  lands;  a  land  of  eternal  fields  of  glistening  snow  and 
ice,  and  of  everlasting  fires  of  burning  lignite;  of  frozen  moss  and 
lichen-covered  plains  and  of  vegetation  that  is  tropical  in  its  luxuriance; 
a  land  of  extensive  coal  fields,  smoking  volcanoes,  and  of  earthquakes 
so  frequent  as  to  fail  to  excite  comment  among  its  natui-nl  residents; 
of  charming  quiet  bays  and  harbors,  and  of  tides  and  tide-rips  among 
the  greatest  in  the  world;  of  almost  endless  days  in  sununer,  and  of 
gray  dismal  winter  nights;    of  an  abundant  animal   life  both  in  the 


ALASKA.  IfilT 

\v;ilci'  and  nn  Ihi'  laml.     Xdwiicic  i'Im-  in  \\\i-  wor'M  docs  nature  px«'rt 
lierscir  in  m)  many  ways  jis  in  tlir  Ki-nai    rcnin-ula.     'I'Ih-  wali'i's.  tiic 
miHinlains,   tlic  ^ical    ri\i'rs  nt'  ice,  (In-  vcj^ctalilr  ami   animal    life  all 
\ic  witli  cacli  (itliiT  in  till'  priidnctinn  of  snmctliiiif^  iiniisiial  and  \vr)i) 
dci-rul." 

Tlic  |iiini-i|>al  town  on  tiic  |)('niiisula  is  Seward,  situated  on  Keswr- 
reclinn  Itav  and  desifi^ned  as  tlie  tei'miiin^  n[  the  Alaska  Central  |{ail- 
way.  The  town  site  was  purflia.sod  ol'  a  |iiniiccr  faniiiy  for  four  tliou- 
sand  ddllai-.  II  lias  all  tlic  asppft  ii\'  a  ri-i>ntif|-  Inmlter  town.  Tiie 
liusincss  streets  lia\'e  a  | lict  ii n'-<|iii'  ini'^lanj^e  of  un  njirootecl  Ktuni|)s, 
caliins  made  n|'  liiicji  li)i;s,  and  mure  permanent  edifices,  such  as 
cliin'clies,  hanks,  a  lilirary  an<I  a  Im^pital.  'I'liei-c  is  a  good  wharf  and 
a  snlliiient  haihoranc  which  is  open  all  winter.  Here  Baranof  is  said 
to  have  huilt  his  famous  ship  the  Fenilcs. 

The  Alaskan  Central  IJailway  was  projected  to  penetrate  the  ricli 
inininjr  re<?ion  of  tlie  Tanana  \'alley  and  it  was  estimated  that  it  would 
cost  twenty-five  million  dollars.  The  loiite  was  to  strike  Turnagain 
Ann,  where  tliere  are  profitable  gold  mines,  and  then  to  follow  up  the 
valley  of  the  Snsitna.  Passengers  l)y  this  line  would  get  a  magnificent 
view  of  the  Alaskan  l>aii.i;c  of  mnuntaiiis  and  part  iiMilarly  (if  Mt.  Mc- 
K'lnley,  which  lifts  its  snow-crowned  head  In  a  height  df  more  than 
twenty  thousand  feet,  l)eing  now  iccdgnized  as  the  monarcli  of  all  Amer- 
ican mountains,  tliough  not  much  higher  than  its  neigiihor  ^ft.  Foster. 

The  railway  has  fallen  into  financial  difliculties  and  beyond  a  dis- 
tance of  fifty-tlu-ee  miles  exists  only  on  paper.  It  is  only  a  tpiestion 
of  time  when  the  great  interests  involved  will  necessitate  its  extension 
to  Fairbanks.  It  would  tap  splendid  spruce  forests,  the  fine  coals  of 
the  Matanuska,  rich  mines  of  gold  and  cop])er  and  serve  an  agricultural 
population  that  is  certain  to  fill  the  fertile  valleys  under  the  Govern- 
ment lioniostend  net  which  grants  settlers  farms  of  three  hundred  and 
twentv  acres. 
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CHAPTER   XVIII. 


SITMMERLAND. 


THE  scenery  of  Cook's  Inlet  is  almost  as  magnificent  and  varied 
as  that  of  the  Chugach  Gulf.  Cape  Douglas  is  a  most  imposing 
promontory  thrusting  into  the  sea  for  several  miles  and  then 
oi^posing  a  sheer  blutf  for  a  thousand  feet.  Between  Cape  Elizabeth 
and  Cape  Douglas  the  entrance  is  fifty  miles  wide.  As  it  were  guard- 
ing the  bay  stands  the  dead  volcano  of  St.  Augustine,  a  perfectly  sym- 
metrical cone,  which  rises  to  a  height  of  three  thousand  feet,  glittering 
with  snow  packed  into  every  seam",  jilong  the  western  shore  is  a  chain 
of  active  volcanoes,  the  loftiest  of  whicli  is  Iliamna  Peak,  whose  smok- 
ing crest  rises  to  a  height  of  twelve  thousand  and  sixty-six  feet.  It  is 
snow-clad  to  the  top.  It  was  last  in  eniption  in  1854  but  the  evanescent 
smoke-wreaths  curling  arouncT  the  steep  summit  make  it  evident  that 
the  internal  fires  are  only  slumbering.  At  its  foot  lies  Iliamna  Lake, 
the  second  largest  body  of  fresh  water  in  Alaska.  It  is  perhaps  sev- 
enty-five miles  long  and  IVdiii  firtoeii  to  twenty-five  miles  wide.  It 
drains  into  Bristol  Bay  on  Bering  Sea  by  the  Kuichak  River,  and  the 
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saliiiiii  wliirli  si'cl;  'i\<  u;ilcr~  riiiiii-li  rii;itiMi;i  I  I'oi-  niic  ol'  tlic  l;ir^r'st 
ciiiiictics  ill  .\l;i>k;i.  XdiI  lici-t  rnmi  I  li.iiiiiiii  is  ;itiii1  licr  V(>lc;iiui  cjillcd 
liy  I  he  li'iissi;iii>  tlic  Itmiiiiii;  MoiiiiLiiii.  1 1  is  iii;i|)|)ci|  now  ;is  Wcdoiibt. 
II  rises  to  ;i  lici;,flit  nl'  cli'v  en  I  linii-;i  nd  two  immlird  ;iii.|  scvcntv  ffct 
.•iiid  coiisf.inl  ly  sends  ii|>  eldiids  oT  siiioke.  At  its  last  cnijitioii  in  iKf)? 
Ilie  LCiay  ashes  were  drilled  over  to  islands  more  than  r)nc  liiiiidred  and 
lil'l\'  miles  <listant.  In  i'.H):^  it  was  pouriiif?  forth  dense  black  smoke 
and  \  i\  id  slieots  ol"  flame,  iiedonht  too  lias  its  lake.  It  boars  the  eoin- 
mun  name  nf  ('larke  ami  is  lunj^,  tli(ini;li  tint  so  wide  as  Iliaiiina  with 
wliieli  it  is  eoiiiiected  liy  the  Xo^ijliellnff  K'iver.  It  is  a  |>aradise  for 
linnters.  ( )n  the  Ken.ai  renin^ula  and  alom,--  the  Alaskan  Uange  roam 
the  fierre  K'enai  nii/,/,lies.  ( )ne  may  sometimes  fall  in  with  the  fierce 
Kadiak  brown  bear  wliieh  eipials  the  grizzlies  in  ferocity  and  is  the 
largest  carnivorous  animal  known,  often  attaining  a  length  of  ten  or 
twelv(>  f(><'t.  Tliei-e  ai'e  also  black  and  cinnamon  bears.  The  stringent 
and  excellent  game  laws  '  reijuire  a  permit  for  hunters  to  kill  them. 
The  moose  here  attains  the  enormous  weight  of  sixteen  hundred  pounds 
and  with  a  spread  of  antlers  of  five  or  six  feet.  They  are  numerous 
in  the  wooiled  \aileys  of  the  Kenai  Peninsula  and  on  the  sides  of  the 
Alaskan  range.  Deei-,  mountain  goats  and  nnnndain  sheep,  wolves, 
foxes,  caribou,  and  many  otliei-  kinds  of  game  abound.  Colonel  Caine 
declares  this  region  one  of  the  finest  natural  Imnting  grounds  in  the 
world. 

A  tremenilous  tide  runs  up  Cook  Inlet.  As  it  narrows  it  rises  and 
falls  from  twenty  to  twenty-seven  feet  and  the  natives,  "  the  Cossacks 
of  the  sea  "  who  are  skilful  in  the  use  of  their  walrus-hide  bidarkas, 
sometimes  use  the  bore  as  a  sort  of  marine  toboggan  slide.  Big  steam- 
ers touch  only  at  Seldovia,  which  lias  no  wharf,  and  at  Homer,  on  the 
northern  side  of  Kachemak  l>ay.  wliere  there  is  a  good  wharf.  The 
town  is  practically  deserted  owing  to  the  setback  which  coal  mining 
received  a  few  years  ago.  This  subsidiary  bay  has  coal  mines  and 
glaciers.  Burroughs  says  of  it:  —  "  Grandeur  looked  down  on  it  from 
the  mountains  around,  especially  from  the  great  volcanic  peaks,  Iliamna 
and  Redoubt,  sixty  miles  across  the  inlet  to  the  west." 

"  Mr.  Jlcl^iiin  (■all.<  I  he  panio  law.-;  of  .\la.-;ka  cruel  l>eeaiise  liiey  rob  the  Indians  of  a  market 
for  their  furs  durinv;  the  sea.-ion  when  they  arc  most  available. 
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To  reach  the  upper  end  of  the 'inlet  and  its  finger-stretching  arms 
one  has  to  Jsvait  the  pleasure  of  some  small  steamer  which  makes  the 
trip  at  irregukar  intervals.  Cook  supposed  the  inlet  that  bears  his  name 
was  a  big  river  and  when  he  found  that  the  eastern  branch  was  only 
a  ciil  de  sac  he  called  it  Turnagain.  It  is  about  thirty  miles  in  length. 
The  great  river  Susitna,  which  drains  a  region  of  eight  thousand  square 
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miles  and  is  navigable  almo.st  up  to  the  flanks  of  Mt.  McKinley,  flows 
into  the  inlet  two  hundred  and  sixty  miles  from  the  entrance. 

Vancouver  describes  the  region  bordering  on  the  bays  that  variegate 
this  great  inland  sea  as  "  low,  wooded,  and  rising  with  a  gradual  as- 
cent, until  at  the  inner  point  of  the  entrance  when  the  shores  suddenly 
rise  to  lofty  eminences  in  nearly  perpendicular  cliffs,  and  compose  stu- 
pendous mountains  that  are  broken  into  chasms  and  deep  gullies. 
Down  these,"  he  continues,  "  rushed  immense  torrents  of  water,  ren- 
dering tli(>  naked  sides  of  these  ]ire('i])i('os  awfully  grand;  on  their 
tops  grew  a  few  stunted  pine  trees,  but  they  were  nearly  destitute  of 
every  other  vegetable  production." 


AI-ASKA.  lOCl 

Tlic  cliiii.ili'  111'  iliis  I'cjfioii  is  sri  li.-iliiiy  tliiit  tlic  li'iissiaiiK  called  it 
Suniiiiri  1,111(1.  I'niils,  vcfjcfahlcs  :iiiil  i^r.iiii  cniiic  to  in;itiii'ity  and  are 
(h'licidiis  ill  ll;i\ii|-.  Cows  ;iii(l  liens  llniiiisli  iiml  dmc  ciii  always  liave 
/^(iiid  lull  I cr  .Mill  I'.ii.irs.  'i'lic  iiltiiii.-itc  <'\|ilnil;ili()ii  of  the  ('(lai  fields  wliieli 
will  siillice  lor  ceiitiiries  \',,y  the  wIkiIc  I'jicific  ('oust  will  assure  tli(> 
futui'o  of  this  WDiitlerliil  Aleiiliaii  cDiuitry.  The  oiiinion  held  by  the 
iiiteriiii-  I  >e|i;i  il  iiiciil  lli;it  all  1 1 1'  thc-e  natural  iiiiiiinpolies  in  coal  should 

lie  retailleil  li\  the  (  idSCIII  llM'lit  I'nr  the  lieliclil  ii|'  the  whole  |)e(J|»le  is 
one  liial  will  asslll-eijiy  coliiliiend  it>elt'  to  the  indLriiiellt  of  our  (j('SCend- 
aiits  who  will  lia\('  cause  ciioimh  lo  fej^ret  the  nndi-iiioci-at ie  eoiifen- 
tialioii  of  these  eiioniious  treasures  in  the  iiauds  of  a  eoinparativc'ly 
small  i)ai't  ol'  the  |)o|)nlatioii.  The  oldest  cojd  mine  in  Alaska  is  situated 
on  the  western  shore  of  the  inlet.  It  was  worlced  hy  tlie  Russians 
under  the  diicction  of  (lernian  miners  who  ran  a  tlrii't  into  tiic  vein 
for  seventeen  Imndred  feet,  hut  thoiiirh  they  took  out  nearly  three  thou- 
sand tons  the  \-enture  was  not  |irolitalile,  as  the  coal  proved  to  be  of 
too  poor  a  i|uality  I'or  steamships. 

All  voyageurs  agiee  as  to  the  splendor  of  the  scenery  throughout  this 
region.  ^Ir.  U.  II.  Sarijent  of  the  I  iiifed  States  Geological  Survey  thus 
describes  the  view  of  the  .\laska  range  of  Mountains  as  seen  from  an 
elevation  of  almnt  twenty  live  Imndied  feet  on  the  western  slope  of  the 
Talkitna  group :  - 

"  The  day  was  perfect;  not  a  eloud  could  be  seen  in  the  heavens. 
Below  lay  the  broad,  level  valley  of  the  Susitna  River,  beautifully  car- 
(teted  in  the  deep  green  of  the  coniferae,  wiiile  here  and  there  a  shining 
l)atch  of  light,  outlining  a  lake,  broke  the  monotony,  and  through  the 
centre  of  it  all  the  Susitna  wound  like  a  silver  ti'ail. 

"  Across  the  valley,  fifty  miles  away,  the  foothills  of  the  Alaska 
Range  rose,  rugged,  angular,  and  formidable,  their  cold,  gray,  serrated 
peaks  often  resembling  clusters  of  spires;  while  back  of  them,  dwarf- 
ing lo  the  height  t)f  mere  foothills  in  comparison.  Mount  Dall,  Mount 
Rus.sell  and  Mount  Foraker  stood  like  white-clad  guardians  to  their 
chief.  A  sweep  of  the  horizon  from  the  south  to  the  northeast,  where 
the  view  was  cut  off  by  the  adjacent  moimtains,  gave  the  grandest  pano- 
rama imaginable.  Far  away  in  the  distance  could  be  seen  the  volcanoes 
Iliamna  and  Redoubt,  on  the  western  shore  of  Cook  Inlet,  while  at  the 
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other  extremity  Mount  Haj'es  towered  lii^h  above  everything  about  it. 
Between  these  two  the  waving  crest-line  of  the  range  was  now  painted 
in  tlie  green  of  a  river  valley,  now  cold,  steel  gray,  as  it  outlined  the 
lower  peaks,  gradually  becoming  whitened  as  it  reached  its  crest,  and 
then  on  through  the  same  transition  until  lost  to  view." 

Southwest  from  the  Kenai  Peninsula,  and  on  the  same  parallel  as 
Sitka  and  the  Pribilof  Islands,  is  Kadiak,  or  Kodiak,  next  to  Prince 
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of  Wales  Island  the  largest  of  all  the  Alaskan  islands.  It  was  dis- 
covered in  176o  by  Stepan  Glottof,  whose  ship  was  fiercely  attacked 
by  the  natives.  As  usual  g-unpowder  triumphed.  In  1784  Shelikof 
established  his  first  trading-post  at  Three-Saints  Bay  on  the  south- 
eastern .shore.  At  that  time  he  reported  the  natives  as  numbering 
fiftj^  thousand.  This  was  a  gross  exaggeration  —  probably  there  were 
not  a  tenth  as  many.  They  called  themselves  Kaniagmut.  He  de- 
scribed them  as  tall,  licalthy,  and  strong,  generally  ronnd-facod,  of 
light  brown  color,  the  haii'  black  and  prevalently  bunched  furward  over 
the  forehead  and  cut  off  at  the  eyebrows.  Porhajis  because  of  the 
delightful  climate  they  were  a  braver,  fiii(>r  and  more  intelligent  people 
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tli.iii  till'  ()t!n'f  Ali'iits.  The.  Ka<li!ik  bears  are  also  larger  and  fk-rct-r 
tli.iii  .iny  iitliiT  ol'  I  he  Alaska  llesli-c^atiii)^  iiiairiiiials,  ami  the  inooso 
^riiws  llicic  to  culiissiil  size.  Tlic  island  i-^  a  liinnlrcil  mili-s  long  atnl 
ul)i)iit  I'nily  wiilc.  Its  iiioiintaiiis  rise  to  a  licii,^lit  of  nut  nioro  than 
five  tlioiisainl  I'li't  .iml  arc  smoothly  roumliMl;  the  valleys  are  fille(| 
with  liixiiiiant  i,^ta>s;    tliiMc  arc  no  forests  exeept  on  the  Eastern  cnil. 

The  t  ri'incMilniis  (•oii\iil--ion  of  nature  wliich  separatcfl  Kadiak  from 
the  mainlaml  seems  to  be  tnrnoj  into  a  myth  hy  the  native  legeml  which 
relates  1  low  an  i  iiinicnsc  of  ter  t  ry  ini:;  to  t  h  read  tlic  waterways  got  caught 
and  eonid  not  \'yt'c  himself.  His  strnggles  result<'d  in  jmshiiig  the 
islands  into  the  I'aeilie,  lea\ini;-  the  straits  fliat  now  hear  the  name  of 
Sheiikof. 

Shelikid'  was  oljli^a'd  lo  sniiduc  liic  natives  hy  foi'ce.  (Jreat  enielty 
was  praetised  in  com|ieIling  them  to  hunt  for  the  Russians.  At  the 
same  time  atteni|)ts  wci-c  maiie  to  e(in\-cit  them.  Here  the  first  mis- 
sionary work  on  the  northwest  coast  was  carried  on.  This  was  sup- 
plemented in  17M(i  liy  a  school,  opened  hy  I'^allicr  .(ii\enal.  who  reported 
tile  natives  as  deeply  impressed  though  they  did  not  understand  the 
language  of  the  service. 

Baranof  transferred  the  settlement  to  the  northern  end  of  the  island 
and  there  in  ITlXi  the  first  "  Orthodox  "  Greek  churcli  was  built.  It 
is  still  shown  witli  pride.  It  is  painted  white  and  is  surrounded  with 
a  white  fence  and  by  trees.  The  steeple  carries  a  chime  of  bells  and 
is  surmounted  by  the  characteristic  Russian  cross  with  its  three  trans- 
verse bars,  the  lowest  slanting.  The  interior  is  nmch  less  elaborate 
than  the  church  in  Sitka. 

The  great  log  warehouse  in  wliich  the  furs  and  stores  of  the  Sheiikof 
Company  were  kept  is  also  a  nuite  witness  to  the  immensity  of  the 
transactions  of  those  early  days.  The  Northern  Commercial  Company 
still  maintains  one  of  its  branches  in  the  town  and  the  residence  which 
stands  on  a  commanding  eminence  is  a  great  centre  of  hospitality  for 
visitors. 

Visitors  ai-e  always  (Mithnsiastic  at  tlie  charm  of  Kadiak.  John 
Burroughs  calls  it  "■  liewitchinj;-  "  and  breaks  into  a  lyric  strain  in 
praise  of  its  emerald  heights,  flowery  vales  and  vast  green  solitudes, 
"  so  secluded,  so  remote,  so  peaceful." 
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iNIrs.  Higginson  can  scarcely  find  adjectives  enough  :  —  She  describes 
the  clouds  "  like  broken  columns  of  pearl  "  that  "  pushed  lauguoi'ously 
up  through  the  misty  gold  of  the  atmosphere,"  the  long  slopes  of  the 
hill-side  vividly  green  and  the  acres  of  brilliant  bloom. 

"  To  one  climbing  the  hill  behind  the  village,"  she  says,  "  i.sland 
beyond  island  drifted  into  view,  with  bhie  waterways  winding  through 
velvety  labyrinths  of  green ;  and  beyond  all,  the  strong,  limitless  sweep 
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of  ocean.  The  winds  were  but  the  softest  zephyrs,  touching  the  face 
and  hair  like  rose  petals,  or  other  delicate,  visible  things ;  and  the  air 
was  fragrant  with  things  that  grow  day  and  night  and  that  fling  their 
splendor  forth  in  one  riotous  rush  of  bloom.  Shaken  through  and 
through  their  perfume  was  that  thrilling,  indescribable  sweetness  which 
abides  in  vast  spaces  where  snow  mountains  glimmer  and  the  opaline 
palisades  of  glaciers  shine." 

A  short  distance  across  fi'oni  the  town  of  Kodiak  is  Wood  Island, 
where  were  once  stationed  the  head-quarters  of  the  American-Russian 
Ice  Company,  the  ruins  of  the  big  buildings  being  still  visible.  The 
manager  of  the  company  lived  in  luxurious  style  and  is  said  to  have 
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(■(insi  nii'Icil  I  III-  rn'>l  rnnil  in  Al.'isk.-i.  It  skirts  tlu!  isliiiHl  ;iii<l  is  iiboat 
tliiilicn  mile-.  Iciiii;.  'I'licic  is  m  icniiiikalily  .successful  IJajjtist  Orplian- 
a^a-  Uti  ii.itivc  cliililicii  nil  this  island.  The  girls  are  tau^jlit  housework, 
the  JKpys  learn  to  iln  raniiiii;?-  'I'l'c  climate  is  such  that  altlioiiKh  grain 
(lues  not  till  niil,  all  vcgctalilcs  thrive- — potatoe.s  averaging  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  huslicls  to  the  acre  —  and  it  is  a  paradise  for  cattle. 
They  raise  nnii;(iia  ^oals  and  tlifir  dairy  inriducts  are  of  the  first  <|Ual- 
ity.     W I  i-l,ini|  li.is  also  a  (Jri'ck  K'ussian  cliiiii'li  niid  .1  misNioii. 

At  the  iiiniilli  of  tlic  >li,illo\\  Karluk  Kivei',  wliidi  (lows  si.xteen  miles 
down  into  tile  Sliclikof  SI  lait.  i>  one  of  I  lie  lar;ii'>|  vain  ion  ranning  fac- 
tories ill  .\laska.  It  is  |iro\ide(|  with  evci-y  lahor-saviiig  device.  The 
whole  operation  is  vei'v  iiitcifstiiig,  hut  is  conducted  on  such  an  enor- 
mous .scale  that  it  makes  the  judicious  trcmhlo  for  the  fate  of  tlie 
salmon. 

The  fish  wliicli  swaiiii  into  this  little  river  by  the  millions,  making 
an  almost  solid  stream,  are  caught  in  a  net  nine  or  ten  feet  wide  and 
almost  half  a  mile  long  paid  out  iiy  a  tug.  One  end  is  made  fast;  the 
other  is  hauled  in  hy  a  windlass.  When  it  has  narrowed  the  enclosed 
area  to  a  lew  liniidreil  sijuare  feet,  barges  eighteen  or  twenty  feet  long 
and  linir  as  wide  are  brought  along  side  an<l  filled  with  a  s(|uirming, 
struggling  mass  of  big  salmon.  These  are  emptied  into  bins  and  the 
butcliers  take  them  out  and  cut  off  their  beads,  fins  and  tails.  Human 
labor  became  so  skilful  that  a  single  man  would  thus  treat  three  hun- 
dred an  hour;  but  a  recently  perfected  macliine  works  far  more  expe- 
ditiously and  with  vastly  less  waste.  An  endless  belt  carries  them  to 
another  machine  which  removes  the  scales,  cuts  them  open  and  removes 
the  entrails  while  a  strong  stream  of  water  washes  each  one  thoroughly. 
They  are  then  insjiected  and  if  suitable  ar(>  laid  crosswise  on  an  a.scend- 
ing  series  of  parallel  belts  between  which  are  placed  rapidly  revolving 
knives.  These  cut  them  into  sections  to  fit  the  cans  which  are  rammed 
full  of  fish,  cap]">ed  and  soldered  in  one  operation  and  at  the  rate  of  one 
a  second.  The  cans  are  then  heated  to  a  temperature  of  two  hundred 
and  twelve  degrees  and  kei^t  so  for  about  an  hour.  After  this  each 
can  is  pimctured  to  allow  the  gases  to  escape  and  when  it  has  been 
resoldered  it  is  again  heated  for  another  hour  at  a  temperature  of  two 
hundred  and  forty  degrees.  "Wlien  it  has  cooled  the  Cliinese  expert  tests 
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it  to  see  if  it  is  air  tiglit.  He  can  tell  by  the  sound.  If  the  test  is  sat- 
isfactory the  can  is  labelled  and  packed  in  cases.  The  value  of  the 
Alaskan  salmon  industry  is  not  far  from  ten  millions  of  dollars  a  year. 

The  law  requires  canneries  to  maintain  salmon  hatcheries.  That  at 
Karluk  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  successful  and  costs  not  far  from 
twenty  thousand  dollars  a  year  to  support.  It  released  one  hundred 
and  seventy-four  millions  of  fry  in  1906  and  its  output  in  1908  was 
more  than  two  hundred  millions. 

The  hatchery  consists  of  about  a  dozen  ponds  with  a  fall  of  from 
four  to  six  feet  between  them,  fed  by  a  small  creek  and  by  springs. 
The  lower  ponds  are  used  for  "  ripening  "  the  salmon.  They  are 
spawned  by  hand.  Ten  weeks  after  the  fry  are  hatched  they  are  fed 
with  tinned  salmon  meat.  When  they  are  freed  they  make  their  way 
into  salt  water  but  do  not  travel  far.  At  the  end  of  the  second  year, 
if  they  survive  their  numerous  enemies  they  are  about  eight  inches 
long,  take  on  bright  scales,  and  are  called  "  smolt. "  They  pass  out 
to  sea  between  March  and  June  and  when  they  return  in  the  autumn 
they  are  called  "  grilse  "  and  weigh  four  or  five  pounds.  The  corrals 
in  the  lagoon  of  the  Karluk  River  cover  an  area  of  about  three  acres. 
Here  are  taken  the  "  stock-fish  "  for  ripening.  The  hatching  house 
contains  a  large  number  of  troughs  made  of  red-wood  and  treated  so 
as  to  prevent  all  leakage.  End  to  end  they  would  extend  nearly  a  thou- 
sand feet,  and  accommodate  almost  as  many  salmon.  The  view  from 
the  hatchery  looking  across  Shelikof  Strait  to  the  snow-clad  mountains 
of  Alaska  peninsula  is  particularly  charming  for  those  who  like  bold 
and  wild  scenery. 


llKUn    UK    WM.UIS    I.N    UKIilNi;    SKA. 

CopyriKbt,  I'JO;,  by  K.  H.  N'owell. 


CHAPTKK"    XIX. 


ROSARY    EMERALDS. 

TWV]  Aleutian  Tslands  have  been  couiparod  to  "  an  emerald  rosary 
oil  tlic  lihic  breast  of  Tiering  Sea."  ('luirles  Sumner  speaking 
of  them  in  his  great  Alasi<a  speech  said  that  they  stretclied 
"  far  away  to  .lapan  as  if  Aiiicrici  were  extending  a  friendly  hand 
to  Asia."  I\niliak  h;is  an  attciiihiiit  •-warm  of  smaller  islands,  like  a 
planet  with  moons.  There  are  Afognak,  Tugidak,  Sitkinak,  Malmot, 
Spruce,  Cliii'ikof  and  Semidi.  Sevei-al  of  these  islands  have  been  pre- 
empted for  the  propagation  oT  fo.xes.  About  the  year  1894  the  Semidi 
Propagation  Company  was  organized  to  domesticate  and  raise  foxes. 
The  first  fox  farm  was  stocked  from  the  Pribilof  Tslands.  There  are 
now  between  thirty  and  forty  islands  where  this  industry  is  carried 
on.  The  largest  fox  farm  is  on  Long  Island,  one  of  the  Kadiak  group, 
wluMo  there  are  about  a  thousand  blue  foxes.  It  has  been  so  far  found 
iiiipiacticable  to  domesticate  the  larger  and  more  valuable  silver-gray 
fox.  The  islands  utilized  for  this  purpose  are  taken  out  from  the  pro- 
visions of  the  homestead  laws.  The  industry  is  proving  a  god.send  for 
the  natives  whose  liv(>lihood  has  been  so  injured  by  the  ruin  of  the  seal 
fi.sheries. 

The  steamboat  that  visits  Kadiak  strikes  across  southwest  to  the 
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little  canning  town  of  Cbignik  on  the  mainland.  The  bay  bearing  the 
same  name  is  defended  by  Tuliiumnit  Point,  sometimes  called  Castle 
Cape,  from  its  resemblance  to  "  turrets,  towers  and  domes."  Its  enor- 
mous mass  juts  out  into  the  sea,  gray  streaked  with  rose. 

Still  farther  southwest  are  the  Shumagin  Islands,  so  named  by  Bering 
in  honor  of  a  Russian  sailor  who  died  and  was  buried  on  one  of  them. 
Five  or  six  of  them  are  quite  large.  Unga,  which  lies  nearest  the  penin- 
sula, has  several  settlements  and  trading-posts.  The  cod-fisheries  ex- 
tend from  here  in  all  directions.  At  Unga  there  is  a  Eussian  Greek 
church  more  interesting  externally  than  within.  At  Apollo,  three  miles 
away,  there  is  a  productive  mine  owned  by  Californians.  Sandy  Point 
is  notorious  as  the  scene  of  a  murder  worthy  of  being  told  by  Dosto- 
yevsky.  In  a  lonely  house  lived  a  man  who  had  bought  a  young  Aleu- 
tian girl  for  ten  dollars  and  some  tobacco.  "When  she  grew  older,  he 
abused  her  as  if  she  were  his  wife.  A  Eussian  half-breed,  named 
Gerasimof,  fell  in  love  with  her  and  urged  her  to  run  away  with  him. 
She  had  not  the  courage.  Gerasimof,  seeing  how  she  was  maltreated, 
killed  the  brutal  man  while  he  was  asleep.  He  was  arrested  and  sen- 
tenced for  life  to  the  penitentiary  on  IMcXeil's  Island.  The  girl,  freed 
from  terrible  slavery,  showed  her  gratitude  by  marrying  another  man 
within  a  year.  The  lonely  house  where  the  murder  was  committed  is 
deserted ;  the  people  believe  it  to  be  haunted. 

Directly  west  of  Unga  is  Pavlof  Bay,  on  which  is  situated  the  town 
of  Bielkovsky,  which  was  for  many  years  the  centre  of  the  sea-otter 
trade.  The  most  dangerous  of  the  enterprises  of  the  Aleuts  was  to 
catch  this  valuable  little  beast,  for  they  frequent  the  wildest  shores, 
disporting  in  the  roughest  surf,  clinging  to  the  long  whipping  fronds 
of  the  "  sea-otter's  cabbage  "  or  nursing  their  young  on  the  surface 
of  the  water.  They  are  the  shyest  of  sea-creatures.  The  natives,  dar- 
ingly approaching  the  shore  in  their  bidarkas,  used  to  spear  them  with 
ivory-headed  spears.  Sometimes  a  party  of  them  would  go  out  to- 
g'ether,  and  if  an  otter  were  discovered  they  would  combine  to  keep  it 
under  the  water  until  it  was  drowned.  The  sea-otter  cannot  remain 
under  water  without  breathing  for  more  than  twenty  minut(>s.  The 
moment  it  would  put  its  head  out,  the  Aleut,  on  the  watch,  would  shout 
and  scare  it  undci'  again  before  it  had  a  chance  to  breathe.    This  op- 
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erjilioii  iniylil  t.iko  spvcnil  liours.    lint  tin;  value  of  Ihf  iM^nitil'iil  Iwfiwri 
fur.  rxiiiTiiilly  >il\'ci- ti|)|ic(|  fill-  of  tlic  (|c('i(-sca  niU'i,  justifies  all  risk 
ami  all  cxin'iulit lire  i>\'  tiiiir  .inij  cirorl.     Tlic  s('a-(»ttt'r  koukIiI    f(ii'  l»y 
the  richest  people  nf  l.'ii-sia  and  ( 'liiua  is  now  almost  extcrniiiiated. 
Biclkovsky  lias  a   liiissian  iliiiich  ami  lesident  priest  or  po/).     Its 
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situation  is  delightful,  the  volcano  iiot  heing  too  near,  but  it  is  said  to 
need  a  Hercules  to  cleanse  its  Augean  filth. 

The  long  peninsula  of  .\laska.  with  its  range  of  mountains  and  its 
serrated  bay.s,  its  volcanoes  and  its  numberless  ponds  draining  into 
the  icy  waters  of  the  northern  seas,  is  separated  by  a  verj-  narrow  pass 
from  Unimak  Island.  On  this  are  two  active  volcanoes,  Shisbaldin 
and  Progomni.  ]\Irs.  TTigginson  goes  into  raptures  over  her  first  sight 
of  Shislialdin  as  she  saw  it  in  the  soft  splendor  of  an  Aleutian  sunset :  — 

"  Tn  the  absolute  perfection  of  its  conical  form,  its  chaste  and  delicate 
beauty  of  outline,  and  the  slender  column  of  smoke  pushing  up  from 
its  finely  pointed  crest,  Shishaldin  stands  alone.    Its  height  is  not  great, 
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ouly  nine  thousand  feet;  but  iu  aay  company  of  loftier  mountains  it 
should  shine  out  with  a  peerlessness  that  would  set  it  apart. 

' '  The  sunset  trembled  upon  the  North  Pacific  Ocean,  changing  hourly 
as  the  evening  wore  on.  Through  scarlet  and  purple  and  gold,  the 
mountain  shone;  through  lavender,  pearl,  and  rose;  growing  ever 
more  distant  and  more  dim,  but  not  less  beautiful.  At  last  it  could 
barely  be  seen,  in  a  flood  of  rich  violet  mist,  just  touched  with  rose.  .  .  . 
The  sea  breaks  into  surf  upon  Shishaldin's  base,  and  snow  covers  the 
slender  cone  from  summit  to  sea-level,  save  for  a  month  or  two  in  sum- 
mer when  it  melts  around  the  base.  Owing  to  the  mists,  it  is  almost 
impossible  to  obtain  a  sharp  negative  of  Shishaldin  from  the  water. 

' '  They  played  with  it  constantly.  They  wrapped  soft-colored  scarfs 
about  its  crest ;  they  wound  girdles  of  purple  and  gold  and  pearl  about 
its  middle;  they  set  rayed  gold  upon  it,  like  a  crown.  Now  and  then, 
for  a  few  seconds  at  a  time,  they  drew  away  completely,  as  if  to  con- 
template its  loveliness ;  and  then,  as  if  overcome  and  compelled  by  its 
dazzling  brilliance,  they  flung  themselves  back  upon  it  impetuously, 
and  crushed  it  for  several  moments  completely  from  our  view." 

Ships  from  Nome  have  to  go  to  the  westward  of  Unimak  Island  by 
a  broad  pass  separating  it  from  Akun  Island.  Still  another  frequently 
used  is  Akutan  pass  which  separates  Akutan  from  Unalaska,  the  largest 
of  the  hundred  Aleutian  Islands.  Unalaska,  which  is  spelled  in  a  dozen 
different  ways,  and  was  originally  Iliuliuk,  means  "  curving  beach." 
Unalaska  belongs  to  the  Lisui  or  Fox  Islands.  Its  harbor  is  regarded 
as  one  of  the  finest  in  the  world,  being  completely  surrounded  by  lofty 
mountains  and  affording  anchorage  for  the  largest  ships.  The  site  of 
the  Russian  church  is  beautiful.  Above  it  towers  the  mountain  Maku- 
shin,  with  its  flag  of  white  steaming  smoke.  The  bay  contracts  and 
then  spreads  out  into  an  inland  sea  filling  a  deep  valley  in  the  island. 
Mrs.  Higginson  calls  it  "  one  great  sparkling  sapphire,  set  deep  in 
solid  emerald  and  pearl."  In  the  vicinity  of  the  volcano  is  a  sulphur 
hot  spring  from  whicli  loud  cannon-like  re]3orts  are  frequently  heard, 
causing  the  natives  to  believe  that  the  mountains  were  engaged  in  a 
dreadful  war.  Chirikof  first  discovered  Unalaska  in  September,  1744. 
Stepan  Glottof  traded  with  the  natives  and  found  them  friendly;  he 
procured  some  black  foxes  and  carried  them  to  Kamchatka;   but  an- 
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oUk'I'  I'rDiiiiiislilciiik  ii;iiih'<|  Kdroviii,  on  ;itl('iiij)tiiif^  to  scillc  tlxTc, 
Wiis  (iri\<'ti  ;i\v;i\ .  ( ilntlur  ciiiii'  to  his  assist ;iiicf,  hut  not  until  Sohtviof 
appfarcd  and  luussacn'd  thuni  mercilessly  \v(M(!  tliev  reduced  to  passive 
suiiniissioii. 

Captain  ( 'n<i|<  in  I77S  visitcil  l'nala>ka  and  cxclianfjcMl  courtesies 
with  the  i;n>sian  coinniandcr.  The  K'ussian  seltleirieiit  was  at  liiuliuk 
and  (■^nsi~^t(■d  id'  thiit\  Russians.  'I'licy  liad  a  dwcdlinf^-liftuse  and  two 
st<ii-ch(iuscs.     Cook  ^avc  a  ;^ood  account  of  the  natives,  reganlinfj  thcin 
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as  the  gentlest  and  most  inoffensive  people  lie  had  ever  met  with  and 
patterns  of  lionesty.  lie  described  them  as  of  low  .stature,  plump,  and 
well  formed,  dark-eyed,  and  dark-haired.  The  women  wore  a  single 
loose-fitting  sealskin  garment  and  deformed  their  lips  with  bone  labrets. 
The  men  wore  a  garment  made  of  bird-skins,  feathers  turned  inward, 
and  over  this  a  translucent  garment  made  of  walrus  gut.  On  their 
heads  they  wore  "  oval-snouted  "  caps,  dyed  in  colors  and  decorated 
with  glass  heads.  The  natives  lived  in  bardharas  made  of  earth  and 
stones  filled  into  a  frame-work  of  drift-wood  or  whale  ribs,  the 
whole  covered  with  sods.  The  smoke  escaped  and  the  people  entere<l 
through  a  sqnaro  opening  in  the  roof,  which  was  reached  by  means  of 
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a  ladder  or  from  tlie  inside  by  a  no'tched  pole.  Around  the  walls  were 
low  shelves  covered  with  mats  or  skins  and  here  the  inhabitants  sat 
or  slept.  Sometimes  several  of  these  bardbaras  were  connected  to- 
gether and  as  they  were  occupied  by  a  number  of  people  and  were 
warmed  by  rude  oil  lamps  with  grass  for  wicks,  or  by  a  smoking  fire,  the 
atmosphere  may  be  imagined  as  beyond  description.  Their  only  tools 
were  a  knife  and  hatchet ;  their  meagre  household  furniture  consisted 
of  a  few  bowls,  spoons,  cans,  and  baskets,  and  possibly  a  Russian  pot 
or  two. 

They  had  not  regular  chiefs  but  their  best  huntsmen  had  the  most 
influence  and  the  greatest  number  of  wives.  The  saintly  Veniaminof 
charged  them  with  an  inclination  toward  sensuality  which  he  confessed 
was  increased  by  the  bad  example  and  worse  teachings  of  the  early 
Eussian  settlers  who  taught  them  to  indulge  in  drunkenness.  He  recog- 
nized their  good  qualities,  their  patience  under  injury  or  offence,  their 
honesty,  their  inward  sensitiveness,  their  tenderness  to  their  children, 
their  truthfulness  and  simplicity,  their  hospitality  and  generosity. 

This  generosity  seems  to  be  characteristic  of  most  of  the  Alaskans. 
Judge  McKenzie  tells  a  story  which  seems  to  illustrate  it.  At  a  settle- 
ment on  the  Koyukuk,  nearly  a  hundred  miles  beyond  the  Arctic  Circle. 
a  poor  old  Kobulk  called  Peter  saw  a  cartoon  in  which  Uncle  Sam  was 
represented  as  barefooted.  When  he  learned  that  it  was  a  picture  of 
the  "  great  Wliite  Father  "  at  Washington,  he  pointed  to  the  bare  feet 
and  said :  —  * 

"  No  moccasins?  " 

"  No,"  said  the  trader  in  whose  store  the  cartoon  was  displayed, 
"  Uncle  Sam  hasn't  moccasins." 

Peter  looked  distressed  and  went  away  without  saying  anything.  A 
few  days  later  he  came  back  bringing  a  pair  of  moccasins  and  pointing 
to  the  cartoon  said :  — 

"  Moccasins:  send  Uncle  Sam." 

Unalaska  was  formerly  a  port  of  entry  for  all  vessels  entering  or 
leaving  Bering  Bay,  the  rendezvous  for  the  Arctic  whaling  fleet  aiid 
the  anchorage  for  the  American  and  British  gunboats  that  were  after 
illicit  sealers.  During  tlie  early  days  of  the  Klondike  excitement  hun- 
dreds of  miners  landed  there  while  waiting  for  transportation  to  tlie 
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Yukon,  'riii'i'c  is  a  lar;,'c  Ifii.s.siari  cliiiicli  witli  wliicli  a  suj-ccssfiil  pari.^li 
scliiKil  i.s  conrn'ctcd.  'I'lii'  only  wliitc  wnim-ii  resident  in  llie  viliaffc  are 
ill  I  he  .lessic  lj(ie  Home,  a  Metjiodi.st  mission  wliieli  lias  aceoinplLslied 
iiiiirh  ill  ti-;iliiiiii,'-  the  yonnfj  people  for  useful  work. 

1  iKila.ska  riiiiii^lies  e.\('Ui'sinii>  df  iiiiusiial  interest.  AI)oul  two  mile.i 
away,  readied  liy  a  faseinat iiit;  walk,  i-  hiili'li  llarl)or,  formerly  called 
l,iiic(i|ii  I  l.itliDf.  where  the  .Xnilli  .\iiieiiraii  < 'niii|)any  lias  a  .station 
with  rraiiied  cutta^J'S,  .'ill  jiaiiiled  while  with  yr<\  roofs,  neat  and  pros- 
perous an<l  prosaic!  Only  a  few  miles  away  is  the  ueat  little  village 
of  lllorka  on  the  shores  of  Samganuda  or  Knglisli  Harbor,  where  Cap- 
tain Cook  anchored  an<I  repaired  his  ships.  On  the  western  coast, 
thirty  inilos  away,  is  Makushin  1  larhor.  wiiero  (ilottof  first  landed.  The 
\ie\\  I'lnni  tlic  summit  of  the  xulcann  is  niai::nificent.  Tt  is  not  a  dillicult 
climli. 
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WILD    FLOWERS    OF    THE    SEWARD    PENINSULA. 


CHAPTER    XX. 


OUR    IMPERIAL    DOMAIN. 


THE  Ala  ska- Yukon-Pacific  Exposition  wliicli  was  held  at  Seattle 
during  the  summer  of  1909  undoubtedly  opened  the  ej'es  of 
thousands  of  people  to  the  immense  importance  of  our  far  north- 
western territory  so  long  neglected  and  abused.  General  Greely  calls 
attention  to  the  fact  that  as  lately  as  1905  a  foot  note  to  an  article  in 
a  prominent  magazine  stated  that  the  vast  region  of  Alaska  "  is  in- 
habited by  a  few  savages  and  is  not  likely  ever  to  support  a  population 
enough  to  make  its  government  a  matter  of  practical  consequence." 

This  utterly  ridiculous  statement  apparently  was  allowed  to  pass  un- 
protested. The  ever-increasing  tide  of  summer  travel  along  the  north- 
western coast  where  as  Mr.  John  Burroughs  says,  "  day  after  day  a 
panorama  unrolls  before  us  with  features  that  might  have  been  gath- 
ered from  the  Highlands  of  the  Hu:dson,  from  Tjako  George,  from  the 
Thousand  Islands,  the  Saguenay,  or  the  Rangeley  Lakes  in  Maine,  with 
the  addition  of  towering  snow-capped  mountains  thrown  in  for  a  back- 
ground," alone  brings  millions  of  dollars  of  traffic  to  the  steamboat 
companies  and  the  Alaskan  towns.  The  compound  interest  on  the  cost 
of  Alaska  for  twenty-five  years  was  estimated  by  a  treasury  agent  as 
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twciity-tliicc  million  seven  Inimlrcd  and  one  thousand  seven  Imiidred 
;iiiil  ninct\'  two  (l<)ll;irs.  If  lo  tlii^  In-  ;i(|ilcil  tlic  ('X|)('nse  of  the  Ai'iny 
jiini  X.ny  1  )c|)arl iiiciit  llir  tnlal  cnst  lie  rcrkoiicd  as  nioi'C!  than  I'orty- 
lliii'i'  inilliiiiis.  and  lie  advistMJ  aharnloniii/;  the  territory.  (Jcneral  (Jreely 
|)iiiit>  .III  instinctive  talilc  sliowiii^j  tlic  a^KH'^ate  valiic  of  furs,  fisli- 
eries  aiid  niiiicial-  l)ct  ween  iSCiS  ami  IUDS.  '|'||(!  totals  aiiMiiiiit<-d  to 
(lii't'c  liiiiidi'i'(|  aihl  Iwi'iity  >c\cii  iiiillioii  si\  liiiiidrcd  and  lil'ty  oiii'  tliciti 
saiii!  niii'  ImiikIiimI  and  niiii'ty-six  dollars.  Had  not  the  selfish  e.xpioi- 
tatioii  id'  the  I'lir  licaiiiii;  animals  ronltcrl  in  siirh  laiiii  1o  this  industry 
tlic  amount  wmild  lia\c  liccii  far  greater,  (leiieral  Ureeiy  estimates 
that  the  iH.ssiiilc  l;ii1<I  (int|Hit  of  the  Scwai'il  i'ciiinsula  will  reach  a 
value  (d'  three  liiindreil  niilii(in~,  i)\'  the  'ranaiia  water-sheil  a  liiiiKJred 
millions,  and  other  (iidds  as  yet  tintonched  and  unexplored  will  hi'ing 
the  niinini;-  district-  up  to  a  value  (d'  live  hundred  million.-,  while  tlie 
eoal-tonnage  of  the  territory  is  estimated  at  fifteen  thousand  millions  of 
short  tons.  And  besides  this  there  are  possibilities  of  |ietroleuin.  lead, 
gypsum,  niailile,  iron,  ipiicksilver,  graphite,  and  hosts  of  other  natiiiai 
j)roducts  as  yet  scarcely  touched  by  the  prospector.  Then  there  are  tiie 
actual  values  of  eleven  incorporated  cities,  amounting  to  fifteen  or 
twenty  millions  more.  l?ailways,  telegi-aphs  and  hydraulic  ditches  have 
cost  up  into  the  millions  and  the  imports  and  exjjorts  rei)resent  also 
almost  fal)ulous  sums.  When  the  mineral  resources  begin  to  dwindle 
proiialily  .\laska  will  go  througli  the  same  experience  as  did  California: 
agriculture  will  be  found  to  (Uitweigh  her  gold  production  a  score  of 
times. 

P.ut  even  if  these  roseate  visions  of  future  wealth  from  the  soil  and 
the  earth  be  not  realized,  Alaska  is  going  to  be  more  and  more  the 
playground  of  the  world.  Xowhere  else  is  there  such  a  voyage  possible 
as  from  Seattle  to  Skagnay.  It  was  made  in  the  summer  of  liKlO  by 
two  professors  and  a  student  in  a  twenty-four  foot  naphtha  launch 
uncovered.  l''oi-  two  thousand  miles,  nearly  all  the  way  sheltered  i)e- 
liind  beautiful  wooded  islands  and  with  marvellous  vistas  of  beauty 
and  magnificence  unrolling  before  them  they  made  tbeir  way  into  this 
region  of  enchantment. 

As  yet  .\laska  is  in-actically  an  unknown  country.  Dur  imaginary 
voyage  has  only  skimmed  tlie  edge  as  it  were.     At  the  present  time 
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the  United  States  and  Canada  are  engaged  in  the  foolish  and  unfor- 
tunate business  of  marking  an  imaginary  boundary  between  Alaska  and 
the  Dominion.  As  there  is  no  material  division  between  these  two 
countries,  as  there  is  free  trade  between  Maine  and  California,  so  there 
should  always  be  free  trade  between  the  United  States  and  its  northern 
neighbor.  What  is  to  the  interest  and  advantage  of  the  one  should 
be  to  the  interest  and  advantage  of  the  other.  A  good  proof  of  this 
is  given  by  Dr.  J.  H.  Moore,  chairman  of  the  meeting  of  the  Arctic 
Brotherhood  in  July,  1909,  when  a  beautiful  building  was  presented 
to  the  University  at  Seattle.  The  speaker,  after  giving  a  humorous 
account  of  the  accidental  formation  of  the  Society  in  1897,  on  a  ship 
bound  north,  —  a  society  which  now  numbers  more  than  seven  thou- 
sand members  —  said :  — 

"  Our  banner  is  a  story  in  itself.  We  had  all  Americans  for  mem- 
bers at  first,  but  soon  we  began  to  take  in  Canadians.  We  were  all  for 
having  the  American  flag  in  the  banner,  but  then,  because  of  the  Cana- 
dian members,  we  thought  it  only  fair  to  have  the  Union  Jack  in  also. 
Both  flags  are  combined  in  the  banner. 

"  All  that  time  there  was  considerable  friction  over  the  boundary 
line.  This  dispute  suggested  the  motto  on  our  banner,  "  No  boundary 
line  here." 

As  it  is,  however,  a  gallant  company  of  skilled  men  are  at  the  present 
time  engaged  in  marking  a  boundary  line  twelve  hundred  miles  long. 
First  there  are  six  hundred  miles  from  the  Portland  Canal  up  the  coast 
to  'Sh.  St.  Elias  and  then  six  hundred  miles  from  there  north  to  the 
Arctic  Ocean.  Mr.  Thomas  Riggs,  Jr.,  the  chief  of  this  part  of  the 
United  States  Alaskan  Boundary  Survey,  says :  — 

"  All  the  land  lying  along  the  boundary  must  be  mapped  on  an  accu- 
rate scale  and  a  strip  of  topography  four  miles  wide  must  be  run  the 
entire  length  of  the  one  hundred  and  forty-first  meridian;  peaks  which 
cannot  be  climbed,  or  rather  which  would  take  too  long  and  would  be 
too  expensive  to  scale,  must  be  determined  geodetically ;  vistas  twenty 
feet  in  width  must  be  cut  through  the  timbered  valleys;  and  monu- 
ments must  be  set  up  on  tlie  routes  of  travel  and  wherever  a  possil)le 
need  for  them  may  occur." 

The  labor  thus  involved  is  almost  unimaginable.    Rivers  of  icy  water 


ALASKA.  ICfi? 

li;i\<'  Id  111'  criissi'il  ;mi(I  iiidiiiiIciI,  \'iist  j^lacicrs  liavc  to  l)«;  coruiiic'rcfd, 
li(';i\\  iii^l  r  iiiiii'iil  s  li,i\c  Id  lie  cariii'il,  ^\\;ml|l-  ^iri<l  iiiiltrnkcii  wilder- 
nesses sw.iiiiiiiin'  with  lilniiiithii>ly  iiiiis(|iiil()»'s  liaxc  lo  he  pcricl  I'atfd, 
|)i((\  isioiis  have  l<)^>  looked  after,  liming  one  single  soa.son  fiie  two 
paities  located  main  points  on  the  lioiiiidary  \'<iv  ei^htv-fivc  miles,  com- 
pleted seveiity-sevcM  miles  cd"  triaM^nilation,  a  topographical  belt  sixty- 
tive  miles  long,  cut  I'ofty  miles  of  vista,  i-aii  two  humlred  and  fifty  miles 
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of  levels  and  established  seventeen  monuments  of  aluminum  bronze, 
each  five  feet  liiirh  and  sot  in  a  concrete  base  wei.srhine:  three  (piartors 
of  a  ton. 

While  this  is  going-  on  along  the  inward  boundary  the  Coast  Survey 
lia.s  boon  awakened  to  the  need  of  surveying  the  coast.  Owing  to  its 
sinuosities,  that  signifies  making  carel'ul  maps  of  a  coast  line  estimated 
at  twenty-six  thousnnd  miles.  Tlw  season  is  short,  lasting  only  from 
^lay  to  October,  and  duiing  this  time  tluM'o  ai'o  always  a  great  many 
annoying  interruptions,  the  stoiiiis  that  suddenly  come  up,  and  the 
fogs  that  are  so  prevalent  on  the  northwest  coast. 

As  yet  the  charting  of  the  bays  and  inlets  is  very  imperfectly  done; 
there  is  a  great  lack  of  suitable  lighthou.ses  and  buoys;  ships  that  nav- 
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igate  those  waters  run  the  risk  of  striking  hidden  rocks,  rocks  too  that 
may  have  been  recently  thrown  up  by  some  subterranean  convulsion. 
But  the  time  is  coming  when  this  great  and  necessary  work  will  be 
completed  and  the  channels  and  bays  from  Seattle  to  Point  Barrow  will 
be  as  perfectly  known  as  those  of  the  Atlantic  coast. 

Each  year  a  larger  number  will  learn  about  this  magical  territory; 
each  year  new  bands  of  tourists  will  seek  its  marvellous  panorama  of 
glittering  mountains  and  its  rivers  of  flexile  ice.  No  one  who  ever  goes 
to  Alaska  fails  to  be  impressed  with  the  majesty  of  nature  there  dis- 
played, and  to  rejoice  that  fifty  years  ago  there  were  a  few  statesmen 
far-sighted  enough  to  see  the  possibilities  of  that  distant  boreal  land. 
All  honor  to  Seward  and  Sumner  and  the  rest  of  the  devoted  congress- 
men wlio  put  that  splendid  measure  through  in  spite  of  the  opposition 
of  purblind,  narrow-minded  Ignorance ! 


THE    END. 
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HAWAII. 

A  1h  soiiikIimI  ,im  in  far,  n  n»  In  lliffy,  1  M  in  niaclWno,  o  ;m  in  old,  ii  as  in  ruile.  Ai  wlii-n  Kiniiiili-d 
HH  a  (liphtlioii;;  liaH  tlui  honnii  of  i  in  (i\w,  an  likr  oii  in  out.  Tliu  coiiHiinaMlN  liavo  the  Haniit  Hunnil  iiii 
in  lOn^llNli.  'I'lirre  air  mi  Kilrnt  Ii.'Uim.s.  'I'Iic  lu'cent  nf  nmsi  worilK  in  on  llic  penult,  but  a  few  o(  the 
proper  nuineH  are  aocenled  on  tlie  linal  Hyllable.     W  is  HoinciiiiieH  HouiiileU  ax  v. 


A-Iiu 
A-kii-ka 
A-l:i-l:i-k('-i-ki 
A-li-i-(i-hi-iii 


Dniiiiiiis  (s  is  sounded) 
E 


fi-wa 


Hu-ku-6-le 

II;i-hi-\va 

Ha-lc-a-ka-ki 

Ha-le-mau-inau 

II:i-iia 

I  Ia-na-16-i 

IIa-na-p(§-pe 

II(''-\V!l-lK'-\Va 

lla-\vai-i 

Ilf-i-a-ka 

lli-i'-a-ka-kd 

IIi'-ka-po-16-a 

Hf-lo 

TTi'-na 

Hn-i-kai-ka 

lln-nai'i-iiau 

Ilo-iKi-lu-lu 

IIc>-iiu-a-po 

H6-iHi-a-i'i-la 

TTn-(wli'i-hi 


H 


IIo-pU 

Hu-al-a-Iaf 

Hu-i  Ka-lai-af-na 


I-il-O 

I-f>-Id-ni 

K 

Ka-a-hvi-md-nu 

Ka-a-p6-iia 

Ka-a-\va-16-a 

Ka-^na 

Ka-e-o 

Ka-ha-hii-na 

Ka-hii-la 

Ka-ha-\v;i-li 

Ka-hc-ki-li 

Ka-ho-o-ld-we  (w  pronouncea  as  vi 

Ka-lm-lu-i 

Ka-hi'i-iia 

Kai-d-na 

Kai-li'i-a 

Kai-u-hi-ui 

Ka-kii-o-le 

Ka-la-t' 

Ka-la-ha-ri 

Ka-lai-ni6-ku 

Ka-la-kai'i-a 

Ka-lii-iii 

Ka-la-ni-o-in'i-u 

Ka-la-ni-ku-])u-le 

Ka-la-\va-o 

Ka-ma-16 

Ka-mt'-lia-ine-ha 


lOrto 
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Ka-mo-re-e 

Ka-na 

Ka-na-16-a 

Ka-ne 

Ka-ne-ka-hi-li 

Ka-ne-lu-e 

I^  Pi-li 

Ka-pi-o-li-ni 

Ka-p6-ho-i-ka-hi-6-la 

ka-pu 

Ka-u 

Kau-a-i 

Kau-i'-ke-a-o-u-li 

Kaii-la 

Kau-lau 

Kau-1-i-i 

Kau-mu-a-li-i 

Ka-wai-he 

Ka-\vai-ha-e 

Ke-a-la-ke-ku-a 

Ke-a-we 

Kc-kau-lu-6-hi 

Ke-ku-a-o-ka-la-ni 

Ke-o-pu-o-la-ni 

Ke-oii-a 

Ke-wa-16-a 

Ki-ha 

Ki-ki  Au 

Ki-lau-e-a 

Ki-nau 

Ki-pa-hu-lu 

Ki-wa-la-o 

Ko-ha-la 

Ko-16-a 

K6-iia 

Kou-i  Au-a 

Ku-a 

Ku-a-ni6-o 

Ku  Pu-le 

Ku-ii-la 


La-a-nu-i 

La-hai-na 

Ld-ka 

La-naf 

Lau-hd-la 

Tjd-y-son 


Le-a-hi 

Le-i 

Li-ho-li'-ho 

Li-li'-u-o-ka-la-ni 

Li-16-a 

L6-no 

Lii-a 

Lu-aii 

Li'i-na-li-lo 


M 


Ma-ka-ai-nd-na 

Ma-ka-wd-o 

Ma-ke-e 

Ma-no-a 

Ma-o-le 

Mau-i 

Mau-na  Hau-la-lai 

Maii-na  Ke-a 

Mau-na  L6-a 

j\Iau-n6-a 

Ma-we-ke 

Me-ne-hi'i-ne 

Mo-a-na-lu-a 

Mo-kii-a-we-o-we-o 

Mo-lo-kaf 

Molo-kai-Hi-na 

Mo-lo-ki-ni 

Mo-na-na-lii-a 


N 


Na-nau-la 

Na-pau-jiau 

Na-wi-li-\vi-le 

Ni-i-haii 

Nii-u 

Nii-u-a-nu 


0-c4-hu 

0-:i-lm-a  Lii-a 

0-he-lo 

0-lii-a 

0-lo-wa-lu 

0-na-in6-a 

0~pu-ka-liai-a 


o 
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Pil-!i-ka-i:i-ni 

l';i-l;i-6-ii 

IVi-li 

l';i-li  u-li 

l'ii-6 

l':i-|)a 

I'au-lct 

l'('-lo 

Pi'-li 

p6-i 

Pu-na 

Pu-iia-ho-u 


Sam6a  Pa-;l-o 


Ta-lii'-ti 
ttl-ro 


U 


Uk-u-tif-po 
U-lu-pa-la-ku-a 

TJ-Ini 
I '  |>6-lu 


ai-a-la-o 

ai-a-lo-ii-lc 

ai-a-lu-a 

ai-a-iiii-e 

ai-kai'i-i 

ai-ki-ki 

a;-li'i-a 

ai-lu-ku 

ai-iiia-iiii 

ai-iii('-a 

ai-iia-na-li'-i 

ai-pi-o 

ai-p6-o 

u-iui-iio 


w 
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Abra  (ah'-brah) 

Aden  (ah'-den) 

Agno  Grande  (ag'-noh  grahn'-day) 

Agoncillo  (ah-gohn-theel-yoh) 

Aguinal'do  y  Famy,  EmUio  (ah-gween- 

dhl-do  ee  fd,h-mee  ay-me-le-o) 
.\lbay  (ahl-by') 
Apo  (ah'-poh) 
Arneta  (ar-nay-tah) 
August!  (ow-goos'-tee) 

Bacoor  (bah-coh-or') 
Bahile  (hah-hee-lay) 
Balayan  ( bah-lah-yahn') 
Banajao  (bah-nah-hah'-oh) 
Barcelona  (bar-thay-low'-nah) 
Basilan  (bah-.see-lahn) 
Batangas  (bah-taii'-gahs) 
Bautista  (bah-oo-teeis'-tah) 
Binondo  (bee-non'-doh) 
Blanco  (blan-coh') 
Bohol  (boh-ohl') 
Bonifacio  ( bo-ne-f ah'-cho) 
Bulacdn  (boo-lah-cahn') 
Butao  (bo6-tah-oh) 
Butuan  (boo-too-ahn) 

Caballo  (cah-  bah'-lyoth) 
Cikliz  (cah'-dccth) 
Ciilao  (cah'-lah-oh) 
Calamianes  (cah-lah-niyah'-nays) 
Calcoocaii  (cahl-coli-oh-(;ahii) 
Carnpo  de   Bagumijayaii   (carn'-po  day 
bah-gooni-1  )ali  '-yali  1 1 ) 
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Canloon  (cahn-loh-ohn) 

Cantanduanes  (cahn-tahn-doo-dhn-ayce) 

Carabaos  (cah-rah-bah-ohs) 

CastlUa  (cas-tee-lyah) 

Cavite  (cah-vee-tay) 

Cebii  (thay-boo) 

Coihulo  (coy-hoo-loh) 

Coloml)o  (eoh-lohm-boh) 

Corregidor  (coh-rray-hee-dohr') 

Dagupan  (dah-gou-iJahn) 

Dile  (dee-lay) 

Don  Juan  de  Austria (dohn  hoo-ahn  day) 

Don  Antonio  de  Ulloa  (dohn  ahn-toh'- 

nay-oh  day  ool-lyo'-ah) 
Duarte  de   Barhosa   (doo-ahr'-tay  day 

bar-boh-sah) 

Elcano  (ayl-cah'-noh) 
Ermita  (ayr-mee-tah) 

Formosa  (for-moli'-sah) 

Giibat  (goo-baht) 
Guimaras  (gee-mah-rass') 

Halcon  (hahl-cohn') 

Igorrotes  (ee-golir-roh-tayce) 

lloi'lo  (ee-loh-ee-loh) 

Imus  (ee-moos) 

Intranuiros  (een-trah-moo-rohs) 

Isarog  (ee-sah-rng') 
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Islu  (Ic  Cul.H  iimV-IuIi  (lay  (loo-lmli) 
lsl;i  di'  l.ii/.dii  iirs-liili  (lay  loo-tlioii') 
Isla   (Ic    Miiitlaiiuo    ((•('•s-lali    day    iiiccii- 

(l;ili-in)\v') 

Katipuiiaii  ( kah-tcc-ixio-naliii) 

LadroMcs  (lalid-ron/.') 
Lala  (iali'-Iaii) 
Las  I'iiias  (lahs  poo-iiahs) 
l>cyU'  (lay'-lay) 
Llaiioros  (lyaliii-ay-roiis) 
Loiigos  (loiifi'-olis) 
Luncta  (loo-iiay-tali) 
I.uznii  {lo()-z(">ii') 

Ma^'taii  (malif,'-taim) 
Malal)(')ii  (iiiali-lali-liohn') 
Malatc  (inali-lali'-layl 
Malolos  (mah-law'-laws) 
Marianas  (inali-irc-ali'-iia.ss) 
Manila  i^inaii-iu'i'-lali) 
Masbate  (mahs-bah'-tay) 
Mayon  (inah'-yon) 
Mindanao  t^nuHMi-dali-novv') 
Mindoro  (pieen-doh'-roli) 
Moif:;;  (indhH'of;) 
Molnccas  (nio-luk'-az) 
Montojd  (in()hn-t(')h-hoh) 
Morong  (moh'-roiif!;) 

Negros  (nsiy-grohs) 

Niog  (nee-og') 

NovaU^l a  ( noh-va\--lay'-tah) 

Palawan  (pah-lali'-wahn) 
PamiKuiga  (paluii-palm'-gah) 
PaiigiU^inan  ipalu»-y,ah-sc'i'-nahn') 
Panay  (pah-ni) 

ParaiKKiue  ( pali-rali-nyali'-kay) 
Piusig  (pah'-sig) 

Playa  Honda  (plali'-yali  ohn'-dah) 
P(irt  Said  (port  sah'-oecO 
Puerto    Princc8sa    (poo-4r-toh     prcen- 
thdyee-sah) 


i{apidc  (iali-p(jc-(layj 

i{cc()ict,().s  (ray-c(»li-la3'-loM'J 

Kio  y\ugUKaii  (rc-c'-oli  (iW-go6-8ahn) 

Hio  dc  Oraiidc  dc  la  Painpaiiga  f^rci'-r)!! 

gralui'-day  day  lali  palini-palm'-gah) 
Hio  (If  la  Plata  (n'«'-oli  day  lali  plah'-tali) 
Kio  (irandc  dc  t'agayan  (re<;-oh  grahii'- 

day  day  cali-gali-yalm') 
Uio.Iaiipiro  (rei'-oh  jah-iiay-ro) 
Hio  Pasig  (rp<''-oh  pah'-sig) 
Hit  a  (rcMah) 
Hizal.  .Ios(''  (rce-thahl,  hoh-siy) 

Salccdo  (.-alii-lli;iy-iloli) 

Salvador  ( salii-vah-dohr') 

Saniar  (sah'-mahr) 

San  Chriwtobal  (sahn  crei'S-toh'-bahl) 

San  Francisco  do  Malabon  (sahn  fralin- 

thecs'-coh  day  mah-lali-bon^) 
San  Isidro  (salin  eo-str-droh) 
San  Miguel  (sahn  niee-gayl') 
Santa   Catalina    (sahn-tah    cah-tah-io''- 

nah) 
Santa  ("ruz  (sahn'-la  kroos) 
Santa  Ines  (sahn-tah  ee-ness') 
Senano  (say-nah-noh) 
Silniyan  (see-boo-yahn') 
Silan  (see-lahn) 

Simon  d'Anda  (see-m(')hn  dahn-dah) 
Singapore  (sin-ga-por') 
S(  )rongon  (soh-rohng'-ohn) 
Sual  (swahl) 
Suez  (so6-ez) 
Suju  (soo-loo) 

Taal  (tah-ahl') 

Tagal  (tah-gahn 

Taguig  (tah-geeg') 

Tawi  Tawi  (tah'-we  tah'-we) 

Tidor  (tee-d(')hr) 

Tondo  (tohn-daw') 

riugan  (oo-lo6-gahn) 
Urdaneta  (oor-dah-nay'-tah) 

Visavan  (vee-sah'-yahn) 
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JAPAN. 


A 

Dai-Tengu 

da'-e-ten'-goo 

Adzuraa 

ad'-zoo-ma 

Dai3'a  gawa 

da'-e-ya  ga-wa 

Ainu  or  Aino 

i'-noo  or  i'-no 

Dangozaka 

dan-g6-za'-ka 

Aka-gawa 
Ako 

a-ka-ga-wa 

Dan-no-ura 

dan'-no-oo'-ra 

a-ko' 

Dazaifu 

da-za'-e-foo 

Aleutian 

a-lu'-she-an 

Dokan,  Ota 

do-kan  6-ta 

Amaterasu 

a-ma-te-ra-soo 

Doshigawa 

do-shi-ga'-wa 

Ame-Kujo 

a'-ma-koo'-jo 

E 

Amida 

a-me-da 

Echigo 

e'-fhe-go 

Amur 

a-moor' 

Ecliizen 

e'-che-zen 

Antoku 

an'-to-koo 

' 

Arashiyama 

a-r  a-she-y  a-  ma 

F 

Arima 

a-re-ma 

Formosa 

for-mo'-sa 

Asakusa 

a-sa-koo-sa 

Fujigawa 

foo'-je-ga'-wa 

Asama-yama 

a-sa-ma-ya-ma 

Fuji  San 

foo'-je-san 

Ashikaga 

a-she-ka-ga 

Fujita 

foo-je'-ta 

Atami 

a-ta-me 

Fujiwara 

foo-je'-wa-ra 

Awa 

a-wa 

Fujiya 

foo'-je-ya 

Fuji3'ama 

foo'-je-ya-ma 

B 

Fukagawa 

foo'-ka-ga'-wa 

Bancho 

ban'-cho 

Fukiage 

foo'-ke-a-ge 

Bandaisan 

ban'-di'-san 

Fukui" 

foo'-koo-e 

Banko 

ban'-k6 

Fuku-shima 

foo'-koo-she-ma 

Benkei 

bcn'-ka'-e 

Fukuwara 

foo'-koo-wa'-ra 

Benten 

ben'-ten' 

G 

Bentendori 

ben'-ten'-clo-re 

Genghis  Khan 

gcn'-giz-kan' 

Biwa 

bS'-wa 
be'-zen 

Genji 

gen'-je 

Bizen 

Gensuke 

gen'-soo-ke 

Buntaro,  Nishino 

boon'-ta-ro  ni-she-nn 

Genzaemon 

gen'-za-c'-mfin 

C 

Gifu 

ge-foo 

Chifu 

che-foo 

Gihon 

jee-hoon' 

Chikara 

chi-ka-ra 

Ginkakuji 

gin'-ka-koo-je 

Chikuzen 

chi'-koo'-zen 

Ginza 

gin'-za 

Chion-in 

che-6n'-in 

Gion 

ge'-on 

Chiusenji 

chii-son'-je 

Go-Daigo 

go'-di-go 

Chohan,  Kumasak 

a  cho-lian  koo-ma-sa-ka 

Gohei 

go'-ha 

Choshiu 

cho'-shu' 

Goroemon,  Ono 

go'-ro-o-m6n  o-no 

Corea 

ko-re'-a 

Goroza 

go-ro-za 

D 

Go-Saga 

go'-sa-ga 

Go-Shirakawa 

go-she'-ra'-ka-wa 

Daibutsu 

da'-e-boot'-soo 

Gotemba 

go-t^m-ba 

Daijin-gu 

da'-o-jin'-g(M) 

Dai  Nippon 

(ia-o-niji'-jion' 

H 

Daiseishi 

da'-e-sa'-e-.slic 

Hachiman 

ha-che'-mnii 

Daishi.  Dengyo 

dii'-e-she  don'-gyo 

Hakodate 

hii'-ko-da'  te 
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Hakonc 

lia-ko-ii^ 

Izanaiiii 

C-ea-na-ini 

ll:iMi;uiiatsu 

liii'-ma-mat'-soo 

Izanagi 

6-zii'-na-ge 

ll.'iiri.'i  Kikin 

lia-nia  ri-kyn' 

I  z  11  mi 

e'-zoo-mo 

ll.'iini'i 

lia'-liifi-c 

Izmno 

fi'-zoo-mo 

Il.ir.i  Kiri 

ha'-ra  kc-i'c 

llannii.'i 

lia'-i'oo-ma 

J 

je-kwan 

jim'-moo 

jiii'-goo 

jin-zo-ro  he-da-re 

je-shin 

je-to 

j6-do 

jo-ko'-je 

Hashiriioto 

Ilchuijo 

Hcikct^iiii 

1  li'iniiii 

UUnya 

llidcyoslii 

IlikdIlC 

lliniliiuni 

hfi'-she-mo-to 

hil-an-jrt 

lia'-kT'-gooii 

lia-iiiiii 

li(''-l)i-ya 

hc'-do-yo'-she 

lioko'-nT' 

lie'-o-K'i 

lH''-i'o-l)oo-ine 

Jikwan 

.lidiinu 

Jiiigu 

Jiiizru-o,  Hidari 

■/ishiii 

./ito 

Jodo 

Jokoji 

Hirosliiiiia 

lic'-ro-she-ina 

Hitaka 

he-tfi'-ka 

K 

lliyci-zan 

lie'-fi-o-zan 

Kaga 

ka-ga 

lli/.CII 

ho'-zi'ii 

.  Kagasliima 

kii'-ga-shi-ma 

Hojo 

ho-jo 

Kamakura 

ka-ma-koo-ra' 

Hokkaido 

liok'-ki'-do 

Kamatari 

ka-ma-ta'-re 

Hokkc-shu 

hok'-kr--.shu 

Kanicliatka 

kam-chat'-ka 

Hokurokudo 

lio'-koo-i'(i-koo'-(lo 

Ivaiiiciilo 

ka-mo-e-do 

Hondo 

h5n'-(lo 

Kamei  Sama 

ka-ma'-e-sa-nia 

HoiiKwanji 

hftii'-Kwaii'-je 

Kameyama 

ka-mP-ya-ma 

Hontnoku 

lifin'-mo-koo 

Kaminari 

ka-mc'-na-ri 

Horikawa 

hu'-re-ka-wa 

Kami       Yamato 
Iware 

ka-mo   ya'-ma-t6 
wa-ro 

e'- 

I 

Kanasawa 

kii'-na-sa-wa 

Itiukiwima 

e'-lini>-kc-ya-ma, 

Kanazawa 

kii'-na-za-wa 

Id/,ii  ' 

ed'-zoo 

Kaiida 

kan'-da 

leilzumi 

e-i'd'-zoo-nie 

Karamoii 

ka'-ra-m6n 

lemitsu 

e'-e-mit'-soo 

Karashi 

ka'-ra-she 

Ikao 

e-ka'-o 

Karuisawa 

kii'-roo-e'-sa-wa 

Ikeda 

e'-k(--da 

Kazusa 

kii'-zoo-sa 

Ikegami 

e'-kr^-Ra-ino 

Kchaya 

ke'-ha-ya 

Iki 

e'-ki 

iveic'iio 

ka'-e-pho 

Imaiplii 

e-ma-e-che' 

Keiki 

ka'-e-ki 

Inari 

e'-na-rc 

Kidn 

ke'-do 

Irima 

e'-ro-ma 

Kii 

ke'-e 

Irimachi 

e'-re-ma-chi 

Kimpozan 

kim'-p6-zan 

Isc 

e'-sa 

Kinaya 

ke-na-ya 

Ishiyama 

e'-she-ya-nia 

Kinkaku 

kin'-ka-koo 

Itasjaki 

e-ta-ga-ke 

Kinkwazan 

kin-kwa'-zan 

Ito" 

e-to 

Kinrin 

kin'-rin' 

Iwafiinesan 

f-'-wa-foo-no'-san 

Kintaro 

kin'-ta-ro 

Iwakura 

e'-\va-koo-ra 

Kirifuri 

ki-ri-foo'-ri 

Iwanuirata 

e'-\va-moo-ra-ta 

Kirino 

ke'-re-no 

Iwashiro 

e'-wa-she-ro 

Kislui 

ke-shoo 

lyemitsu 

e'-yi'-mit'-soo 

Kiso 

ke'-s6 

lyenari 

e'-o-na-re 

Kiyomizu 

ke'-yo-me-zoo 

Ivcvasu 

c'-ve-va-soo 

Kiyomori 

ke'-yo-mo-re 
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Kiyotaka,  Kuroda 

ke'-vo-ta-ka    koo'-ro- 

Matoya 

ma-to-ya 

d'a 

Matsudaira    Oki 

mat'-soo-da'-e-ra  5'-ki 

Ko-Bandai 

ko-ban'-de 

no  Kami 

no  kii'-mi 

Kobe 

ko'-be 

Matsushima 

mat'-soo'-she-ma 

Kodo 

ko'-do 

Meiji 

ma'-e-je 

Kodzu 

ko'-dzoo 

Men-daki 

men'-da-ke 

Kodzuke  no  Suke 

kod'-zoo-ke-no'soo-ke 

Michiari 

me'-che-a'-re 

Koganei 

ko-ga-ne'-e 

Miehizane,  Suga^ 

me-ehe'-za-ne  soo'- 

Kojigoku 

ko'-je-go-koo 

wara 

ga'-wa-ra 

Kojiki 

ko-je-ke 

Mikado 

me-ka'-do 

Kojima  Takanore 

ko'-je-ma  ta'-ka-no-re 

Mikawa 

me-ka'-wa 

Komagome 

ko'-ma-go-me 

Mimidzuka 

me'-mid-zoo-ka 

Komiyo  Kojo 

ko'-me-yo   ko'-j6 

Minamoto 

mi-na'-mo-to 

Ko-no-hane 

ko'-no-ha-ne 

Minato 

me'-na-t6 

Konoye 

ko'-no-3'e 

Mitarai 

me-ta'-ra-e 

Koraku  En 

ko'-ra-ku'-en 

Miyajima 

me'-ya-je-rna 

Kosen 

ko'-sen 

Miyanoshita 

me-ya-no'-she-ta 

Ko-waki-dani 

k6-wa-ke-da'-ni 

Miyogisan 

me-yo-ge'-san 

Koyasu  Jizo 

ko'-ya-soo  je'-zo 

Monto 

mSn'-to 

Kuanto 

kwan'-to 

Mori 

mo'-re 

Kublai  Khan 

koo'-bli  kan 

Mororan 

moo'-ro-ran 

Kudan 

koo'-dan 

Moshihito 

mo'-she-he-to 

Kudayu 

koo'-da-u 

Mukojima 

moo-ko'-ji-ma 

Kumamoto 

koo-ma-mo-to 

Munechika,  Sanjo 

moo'-ne-che-ka,  san'- 

Kunozan 

koo-no'-zan 

jo 

Kurama 

koo'-ra-ma 

Murata 

moo-ra'-ta 

Kure 

koo'-re 

Mutsu 

moot'-soo 

Kuril 

koo'-ril 

Mutsuhito 

moot'-soo-he'-to 

Kusano  Jiro 

koo'-sa-no  je'-ro 

Myo-jin 

myo-jin 

Kusatsu 

koo'-sat'-soo 

Kusunoki 

koo'-soo-no-ke 

N 

Kwaji 

kwa'-ji 

Nagoya 

na'-go-.ya 

Kwammu 

kwam'-moo 

Nagasaki 

na'-ga-sii'-ke 

Kwannon 

kwan'-n5n 

Nakasendo 

na-ka-spn'-do 

Kyomori 

kyo'-mo-re 

Naniwa 

na-ne'-wa 

Kyomizu 

kyo'-me-zoo 

Nankaido 

n;1n-ki'-do 

Kyosai 

kyo'-sa-e 

Nantaizan 

nan-ti'-zan 

Kyoto 

kyo'-to 

Nara 

na'-ra 

Kyushu 

kyoo'-shoo 

Narabara 

na'-ra-l  )a'-ra 

Nataizan 

na-ti'-zan 

L 

Nichiren 

ne'-che-ron 

Luzon 

loo-z6n 

Nihongi 

ne'-hfin-ge 

Niigata 

ne'-e-gii'-ta 

M 

Nijo 

ne'-j6 

Maeda 

ma-a-da 

Nikko 

nik'-ko 

Manchu 

man'-chu 

Ninigi 

ne'-ne-ge 

Maruyama 

ma'-roo-ya-ma 

Nippon  or  Nihon 

nip'-p5n'  or  ne'-h6n' 

Masako 

ma'-sa-ko 

Nippon      Yusen 

nip'-p6n    yoo'-sen 

Masamune 

ma'-sa-moo-ne 

Kaisha 

kwai'-sha 

Masashige,     Ku- 

mii'-sa-she-ge       koo'- 

Nobunaga 

no'-boo-na-ga 

sonoki 

soo'-no-ke 

Nogeyama 

no'-ga-ya'-ma 

Massakado 

inas'-sa-ka'-do 

Nunobiki 

noo'-no-be'-ke 
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0 

San-j  u-Han-gen- 

do 
SaiKj 

Han'-joo-Han-gf'n'-dO 

0  lianzai 

o-han'-zii-c 

H^'-liCi 

Odawiira 

o'-da-wa-ni 

Sanyodo 

Han-y6'-d6 

(Jinawa 
OikaKO  ^■llslli(la 

o'-e-gii'-wa 
o'-fi-ka-gi'-    yO-she'-da 

Sa|>|><)rn 
Sal.siiina 

Ha[)-iM»-ro 
Htit'-Hoo-ina 

Oislii  Kiiianiisiiki 

('j'-c-hIio    koo'-ra-no'- 

, 

KOO-kr 

Sayon 

Ha  -yo-re 

Sciriii,  Sliiga 

Hf;'-e-r('n  Hlie'-ga 

oji 

O'-je 

Sckigaliara 

Hi'-'-kc-ga-ha'-ra 

Ojin 

O'-jin 

SctKlai 

H('n'-di' 

()ka\atiia 

o'-ka-yii'-ma 

Sciijii-in-Mura- 

.            , 

Hcn'-joo-in-moo'-ra- 

Okazaki 

o-ka-zii-ke 

mitsa 

nia-sa 

Oki 

o'-ko 

Si!to  Uclii 

s^-'-to  oo-elie 

Okitsu 

o-ket-soo 

Shaka  Muni 

sliti'-ka  moo-ne 

Okiiho 

(V-koo-ho 

Shiba 

slie'-ha 

Okuma 

o-koo'-ma 

Sliiliala 

she-ba'-ta 

()  Kiiiii 

o-koo'-nc 

Shidzuoka 

shc-dzoo-o-ka 

0  iMatsu 

o'-mat'-soo 

Sliikoku 

she'-ko-koo 

Omi 

o'-inc 

Shiiiiidzii 

1                ■    I  / 

sho-nnd'-zoo 

Omori 

o'-rno-re 

1 

slic'-mo-da 

Sluinoda 

On-(laki 

oii-da'-ke 

Sliiinoiioscki 

slic'-mo-no-so'-ke 

Orid-.Maclii 

()'-ii()-ma-fho 

Shiiiaiio-gawa 

she'-na-no-ga'-wa 

OreiiKcyama 

o-ron-ga'-ya-ma 

Sliiiislui 

shin'-shoo 

Orniya 

6r'-ne-ya 

Sliiiit') 

shin'-to 

Osaka 

o'-sa-kii 

Shiraito 

she-rii-e-to 

Otaninai 

o'-ta-roo'-na^e 

Sliirakawa 

shc'-ra-ka'-wa 

Otawa 

o'-ta-wa 

Sliiramii 

she'-ra-noo'-e 

Otsu 

o'-tsoo 

Sliislii-  no -Ka- 

she'-she-no-ka'-she-ra 

Owari 

o'-\va-re 

shira 

Oyania 

o'-ya-ma 

Sliizoku 

she'-z6-koo 

Ozasaka 

o'-za-sa-ka 

Shizuoka 

shid'-zf)o-o'-ka 

Sliodo  Shonin 

sho'-do-sho'-nin 

K 

Sliotno 

slio-mo 

Richu 

rc'-fhoo 

Siionin  Honen 

sho'-nin  hO'-nen 

Rikiya 

rc'-kc-ya 

Shujin 

shoo-jin 

Rokiyo 

ro-koo-yo 

Soga 

so'-ga 
soo-me'-da 

Ryuzii-Ra-taki 

ryoo'-zoo-ga-ta'-ke 

iSuniida 

Siinipu 

soom'-poo' 

S 

Surusa 

soo'-roo-ga 

Siisa-no-o 

soo'-sa-no'-6 

Sado 

sa'-do 

Suwa-yama 

soo'-\va-ya-ma 

Saga 

sa-ga 

Sagami 

sa-ga'-me 

T 

Sashalicn 

sa'-ga-lyon' 

Tadotsu 

ta-do-tsoo 

Saulai-ji 

sa'-e-da-c-je 

Taiho 

tii'-e-ho 

Saigo 

sa'-c-g5 

Taiko 

ta-e-ko 

Saikaido 

sa'-e-ka'-e-do 

Taira 

ta'-e-ra 

Sakai 

sa'-ka-e 

Taka 

ta-ka 

Sakato 

sji'-ka-to 

Takakura 

tii-ka-koo-ra 

Sakyo 

sii'-kyo 

Takamatsu 

ta'-ka-ma'-t.soo 

Sanindo 

san-in'-do 

Takasago 

ta'-ka-sa-go 

San  jo 

san-j6 

Taki-no-ka\va 

tii-ke-no-ka-wa 
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Taku-Mika 

Takumi-no  Kami 

Taraadare 

Tamuke 

Tatsu 

Tennoji 

Tenno  Jimmu 

Teoyo 

Toba 

Tokaido 

Tokama-no-hara 

Tokimasa  Hojo 

Tokimune  Hojo 

Tokiwa 

Tokugawa 

Tokyo 

Tori-bune 

Tosa 

Tosaiido 

Tsugaru 

Tsukitnikan 

Tsuku-yomi 

Tsunayoshi 

Tsushima 

Tsuyama 


Uda 

Ugo 

Uji 

Ukyo 

Uma-gae-shi 

Uraga 

Usui  Pass 

Utsunomiya 

Uyeda 

Uyeno 
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ta'-koo-me-ka 

ta-koo-me-no  ka-me 

ta'-ma-da-re' 

ta'-moo-ke 

ta-tsoo 

ten-no-j  e 

ten-no  jim-moo 

te'-o-3'6 

to'-ba 

to'-kii'-e-do 

to-ka'-ma-no-ha'-ra 

to'-ke-ma-sa  ho-jo 

to-ke-moo-ne  ho-jo 

to-ke-wa 

to-koo-ga'-wa 

to'-k}-o 

to'-re  boo'-ne 

to-sa 

to-san'-do 

tsoo'-ga-roo 

tsoo-ke'-mi-kan 

tsoo'-koo-yo-me 

tsoo-na-yo-she 

tsoo-she'-ma 

tsu'-ya-ma 

U 

oo'-da 

00 '-go 

00 '-je 

oo'-kyo 

oo'-ma-ga-she 

oo'-ra-ga 

oo'-soo-e  pass 

oct'-soo-no-me'-ya 

oo'-ye-da 

oo'-ye-no 


Wee  hai  Wei 


Yamagata 

Yamasliiro 

Yamato 

Yamato  Damashii 

Yamazaki 

Yashainon 

Yasutoki 

Yazama  Juitaro 

Yedo 

Yenoshima 

Yezo 

Yod 

Yokogawa 

Yokohai 

Yokohama 

Yokosuka 

Yomega-shima 

Yo  Mei 

Yoritomo 

Yoritsune 

Yoshiaki 

Yoshida 

Yoshihai'u    Horio 

Yoshimune 

Yoshisada 

Yosliiteru 

Yoshitomo 

Yoshitsune 

Yumoto 


Zenkoji 


W 

wa-hi-wa' 

Y 

ya'-ma-ga-ta 
ya'-ma-slie-ro 
ya'-ma-to 
ya'-ma-to     da'-ma- 

she-e 
j'a'-ma-za-ke 
ya-sha'-m6n 
ya'-soo-to-ke 
ya'-za-ma  joo'-ta-ro 
yed'-o 

ya'-no-she-ma 
yez'-o 
yo-do 

yo'-ko-ga-wa 
yo'-ko-ha'-e 
yo-ko-ha'-ma 
yo'-ko-soo-ka 
yo'-me-ga '-she-ma 
yo'-ma-e 
yo'-ri-to-mo 
yo'-re-tsoo-ne 
yo'-she-a-ke 
yo'-she-da 

yo'-she-ha-rooho'-re-o 
yo'-she-moo-ne 
yo'-she-sa-da 
yo'-she-te-roo 
yo'-she-to-mo 
yo'-she-tsoo-ne 
yoo'-mo-to 

Z 

zen'-ko-je 
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CHINA. 


A 

G 

Altai 

ahl-tai' 

Genghis  Klian 

jcn'-gi.s  kahn 

Amoy 

ah-inoi' 

Amur 

ah-muhi' 

H 

Aiiliwci 

ahn-liway'-ee 

Hainan 

hai-nahn' 

1{ 

llaiigchow 

hahng'-chow 

Hatang 

liayan 

Jii)gue 

bah- tang' 
buy-ahn' 
bog' 

Hankow 
Himalayas 
Hoaiig-ho 
Ilonaii 

hahn-kau' 

hi-mali'-la-ya 

ho-aling-ho' 

ho-nulin' 

C 

Honjf-Kong 

hoiig-koiig' 

Cambuluc 

cam-ba'-luc 

Hunan 

hoo-nahn' 

Cambodia 

(;ani-l)oh'-de-a 

Huf)ei 

hoo-pay' 

Camoi'iis 

cani'-o-ens 

Canton 

can-ton' 

I 

Catiiay 

catli-ay' 

Ichang 

ee'-chahng 

Cluing  Wang 

ciiahng  wahng' 

Cliapu 

cha-pu' 

K 

Clu'fii 

chee-foo' 

Kabul 

kah-bool' 

Che  Keang 

chee-kee-ang' 

Kaifung 

kai-fung' 

Chi 

chee 

Kansu 

kahn-su' 

Chili 

chil'-ee 

Karakorain 

kah-rah-koh'-ram 

Chin-kiang 

chin-kee-ang' 

Kcwkiang 

kee-oo'-ke-ahng' 

Chow 

cheh-oo' 

Kiangsu   - 

ki-ang-su' 

Chung-clung 

shun-king' 

King-te-chen 

king-taj'-cheen' 

(^hung-king-fu 

sinin-king-foo' 

Kiii-sha  Kiang 

keen-shah  kee-ahng* 

CluiM-to 

shun-tay' 

Kiii-Kiang 

kioo-kee-a!ing' 

Chusan 

i-hu-sahn' 

Kin  Shan 

kioo-shan' 

Cochin 

co'-chin 

Kokonor 

koh-ko-nohr' 

Confucius 

con-fiu'-shi-us 

Kowloon 

kau-loon' 

1) 

ilah-lai  lah'-mah 

Kuan-chan 

kwan-chahn' 

Ihilai  Lama 

Kublai  Khan 
Kushan 

koo'-blai  kahn 
koo-shahn' 

V 

Kwangsi 

kwang'-si 

Fat^shan 

fah'-siialm 

Kwangtung 

kwang'-tung 

Fuchan 

fu-shan' 

Kwci 

kwei 

Fukicn 

foo'-kce-en 

Kweichau 

kwei'-chau 
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Laos 

lah'-oce 

Leang 
Linan 

le-ahng' 
leen-ahn' 

M 

Macao 

mah-kow' 

Manchuria 

man-choo'-re-a 

Mekong 

may-kong' 

Miaotzu 

myou-tzu' 

Mongolia 
Moukden 

mon-go'-le-a 
mook-den' 

Naning 

Nankin 

Neva 

Ningpo 

Nirvana 


Obi 


Pamir 

Pechili 

Pegu 

Pei-ho 

Pekin 

Pootoo 

Poyung 


Quito 


Rangoon 


N 

nah-ning' 

nahn-king' 

nay-vah' 

ning-poo' 

nir-vah'-na 

0 

o'-bee 


pah-meer' 

pe-chee-lee' 

pe-goo' 

pay-ho' 

pe-kin' 

poo'-to 

po-yung' 

Q 

kee'-to 

R 
rhang-goim' 


S 

Saignon 

sai-gnon' 

Sakara 

sahk-ah-rah' 

Sahveen 

sahl-ween' 

Sang-ka 

sahng-kah' 

Sanpou 

sahn-poo' 

Seoul 

say-ool' 

Shanghai 

shahng-hah'-e 

Shaase 

shan-sec' 

Shantang 

shahn-tahng' 

Shantung 

shahn-toong' 

Shensi 

shen-see' 

Sifan 

see-fahn' 

Soochow 

soo-chow' 

Soui 

soo'-ee 

Szechuen 

sa.y-cho-en' 

T 

Tahiti 

tah-hee'-tee 

Taiping 

tai-ping' 

Tai-ping  Shang 

tai-ping  shahng' 

Tai-wan-fu 

tai-wahn-foo' 

Tibet 

tib'-et 

Tientsin 

ti-en-tseen' 

Tinghai 

ting-hah'-e 

Tong  chow 

tong  chow' 

Tonquin 

ton- keen' 

Tseki 

tsay-kee' 

Tsien-sang 

tse-en-sahng' 

Tung-ting 

tung-ting' 

U 

Ukraine 

u'-krane 

V 

Vladivostok 

vla-de-vos-tok' 

W 

Wei 

way'-ee 

Woosung 

woo-sung' 

^^'u-chang 

woo-chang' 

Wuchau-fu 

woo-choo'-foo' 

Wu-hu 

woo-hoo' 
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A 

Cienfuegos 

see-en-fway'-goce 

Af^uadoros 

ah-gwa-do'-rez 

Cicnga 

thay-en'-ga 

Almciulares 

ahl-nion-dah'-rez 

Clouet 

kloo-ay' 

AltllDlltC 

ahl-inon'-tay 

Cortoz 

kor'-toz 

Amlalusian 

an-(lah-lu'-she-an 

Cristobal  Colon 

kris-t(»h'-bahl        koh- 

Antilles 

aliii-tool'-k'Z 

lon' 

Cubican 

koo-bee-kahn' 

H 

ha-hav'-mixs 

Cubitas 

koo-be-tahs' 

lialiainas 

Cuzco 

koos'-ko 

Hall>oa 

hahl-hoh'-ah 

D 

day  so'-to 
de-ay'-go 

haiacoa 
Ka\  aino 
Blanco 

hah-rali-ko'-ah 

hah-yah'-nio 

l.lahn'-ko 

DeSoto 
Diego 

Hiiciia  Msperanza 

iiway'-nah     cs-pay- 

E 

el  kali'-nay 

el  coh'-bray 

liuenos  Ayres 

ralin'-za 
bn'-nos  ay'-riz 

\A  Caiiey 
F>1  Cobre 

C 

F 

Cahanax 

kah-hahn'-ahs 

Fordinanda 

fer-de-nahn'-dah 

Calx)  do  ("ruz 

kah'-ho  day  kroiis' 

Fornandina 

for-nahn-dce'-nah 

C'airnaiUTa 

kai-niah-nay'-rali 

Cninpo  (Ic  Marte 

kahm'-po    day    niar'- 

G 

tay 

Gabriel  de  laCon- 

gah-bri-el'     day     lah 

("aiu|)(i  ISanti) 

kahm'-po  sahn'-to 

cepcion  \'aldes 

cohn-thep-thee-on' 

C'andolaria 

kahn-day-lah'-rc-ah 

vahl-des' 

Capo  Maisi 

axpe  mai-see' 

Ciarcia 

gahr-thee'-ah 

('apron 

ca'-pron 

(loinoz 

go'-nioth 

('aril)l)can 

kar-rib-bee'-an 

Guanabacoa 

gwahn  -  nah    -  bah- 

Cavihs 

kar'-ribz 

ko'-ah 

Caiitio 

kow'-tee-o 

Guantanamo 

gwahn-tah-nah'-mo 

Cayman 

kai'-mahn 

Guines 

gwee'-ncs 

Cervantes 

sir-vahn'-tez 

Cervera 

ther-vay'-rah 

H 

Cespides 

thays'-payd-thcs 

Hayti 

hay'-tee 

ChaPfoo 

chaf'-fee 

Hispaniola 

his-pan-i-o'-la 

Christina 

kris-tee'-na 

Honiluras 

hon-doo'-ras 
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I 

P 

Isla  de  Finos 

ees'-lah  day  pee'-noce 

Pastos 

palis'-tos 

Pedro  de  la  Rocca 

pav-dro  day  la  rohk'- 

J 

kah 

Jamaica 

ja-may'-ka 

Pico  Turquino 

pee'-coh  tuhr-kee'-no 

Juana 

hoo-ahn'-ah 

Pinar  del  Rio 

pee-nahr'  del  ray'-oh 

Jucaro 

hoo-kar'-o 

Pizarro 

pee-zar'-ro 

Juan  de  Tejada 

hoo-an'  day  tay-hah'- 

Puentes  Grandes 

pwen'-tays       grahn'- 

tliali 

daj^s 

Juragua 

hoo-rati'-gwali 

Puerto  Principe 

pwer'-to  preen'-se-pay 

L 

lah  kway'-vas 

Punta 

poon'-tah 

La  Cuevas 

Q 

kee'-to 

La  Pointe 
Las  Casas 

lali  pwant' 
lalis  cah'-sahs 

Quito 

Lopez,  Narcisso 

loli'-pes,  nar-cis'-so 

s 

M 
maii-jel'-lan 

Salvador  Cisneros 

sahl-vah'-thor    thees- 

Magellan 

Betancoui't 

nay'-rohs      be-tan- 

1                / 

Manuel   de  Aspi- 
des   Carlos 

uiali-nu-el'    day  alis- 

pee'-dez  kar'-lolis 
mann-sah-neel'-yo 

San  Cristobal  de 

koor' 
salin  krees-to'-val  day 

Manzanillo 

la  Habana 

lah  hah-bah'-nah 

Mariano 

mali-re-ah'-no 

San  Diego 

sahn  de-aA'-go 

Marin 

mali-reen' 

San  Felipe 

sahn  fay-lee'-pay 

Marti 

mar'-tee 

San  Juan  deDios 

sahn  hoo-ahn'daydee- 

Matanzas 

mali-tan'-zas 

oce 

Maule 

mow'-lay 

Santa  Clara 

sahn'-tah  klah'-rah 

Merced 

mer'-sayd 

Santa  Cruz 

sahn'-tah  kroos' 

Milanes 

mee-Iahn-ays' 

Santiago 

sahn-te-ah'-go 

Moaserrate 

mon-ser-raht'-ay 

Schley 

schlai 

»  r 

«  „/ 

Se\'ille 

sev'-il 

Moron 

mo-ron' 

Morro 

mor'-ro 

Sierra  del  Cobra 

see-er'-ra  del  ko'-bray 

Murillo 

moo-ree'-Iyoh 

Signa 

seen'-ya 

N 

T 

Nuevitas 

nway-vee'-tahs 

Toral 

to-rahl' 

Tortuga 

tor-too'-ga 

0 

Trinidad  de  Cuba 

tri-ni-dahd'  day  coo'- 

Obispo 

o-bees'-po 

bah 

Ojjo  del  Toro 

o'-ho  del  to'-ro 

Tui-quino 

toor-kee'-no 
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Adjiintils 

A^u;i(l:i 

AKll:iilill:l 

At;iias  Huuna.s 

Ail)onito 

Altiuulo 

Anasco 

Antilles 

Antonio      dc     la 

Gania 
Antonio     dc     la 

Llaiua  \'allejo 

Aroriho 

Arroyo 

Aves 


Balearic 

lia\anion 

H.iiivar 


Cal)ezas    de    San 

Juan 
Cabo  Rojo 
Casua-s 
C'aguitas 
Caparra 
Cape  Mala  Pascua 

Carihhees 

C'arihs 

Cervera 

Coaim) 

Cuesta 

Culel.ra 

Culet)rinas 


A 

alid-lioon'-talis 

nli-swa'-dali 

ali-fivva-decl'-yah 

ah'-gwalis  Ijwa'-nalis 

ai-bo-nce'-to' 

alil-tvvah'-do 

ahn-yas'-ko 

alinrteel'-lcz 

alin-toh'-ni-o  day  laii 

Rah'-niah 
alin-toh'-ni-o  day  lah 

Ivah'-nia  valil-vali'- 

lio 

ali-ra\'-see'-bo 

ar-ro'-yo 

ah'-velis 

B 

bal-e-ar'-ik 

bah-yah'-mon 

bo-loo'-\ain' 


kah-bay'-tlias   day 

■^alin  lioo-alin' 
kah'-bo  ro'-ho 
kah'-swahs 
kali  gwe'-tahs 
kali-jiarh'-rali 
cape  niah'-lah    palis'- 

kwah 
kar'-rib-beez 
kar'-ribz 
thai'-\'ay'-rah 
ko-ah'-mo 
kway'-stah 
koo-lay'-brah 
koo-la\-bree'-nahs 


1  )icgo 


ajardo 


(lUanica 
(iuayaina 
(iuayanilla 
<^liienar 


lldrmigucros 
lliiinacau 


.laieoa 
Juan  Ceron 
Juan  Diaz 
.Juan    Ponce   de 
Leon 


La  Playa 
Las  Marias 


Marino 
Mayaguez 
Melgarejo  Juan 

Miguel  Toro 
Mona 

Monito 

Montserrat 

Mori'o 


dcc-uy'-go  or  dee'-go 


fali-liar'-doh 

G 

gwa-nee'-kah 
gwai-ali'-mah 
g\vai-ah-neel'-yah 
gvvay'-nar 

ir 

lior-inco-gway'-rohs 
hu-inaii-cali'-o 

J 

hai-ko'-a 

hoo-alin'  thay-ron' 
hoo-alin'  day'-ahth 
Hoo-ahn'  pohn'-thay 
day  lay-on' 


lah  plah'-yah 
laLs  mah-ree-ahs' 

M 

mah-reen'-ah 
mai-ah-wes' 
nial-gah-rah'-ho    hoo- 

aiin' 
mee-gayl'  tor'-o 
mo'-nah 
mo-nee'-to 
mont-ser-rat' 
mor'-ro 


1683 


1684 
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Naguabo 


Ortega  Ricardo 
Ovando 


N 
nah-gwah'-bo 

O 

or-tay-ga'  ri-kahr'-do 
o-vahn'-do 


Plaza  de  Colombo   plah'-sahday  ko-lom'- 

Plaza  de  la  Fuenta 

Ponce 


plah'-sah     day     lah 

fwayn'-ta 
pon'-say 


Rio  de  los  Angeles 

Rio  del  Rosario 

Rio  Grande 
Rio  Piedras 


R 

ree'  -  oh  day  loce 

ahng'-ha-les 
ree'-oh     del     ro-sah' 

ree-o 
ree'-oh  grahn'-day 
ree'-oh  pe-ay'-drahs 


San  Antonio 
San  Carlos 
San  Cristobal 
San  German 
San  Juan 

San  Juan  Bautista  sahn    hoo-ahn 
tees'-tah 


S 

sahn  ahn-to'-ni-o 
sahn  kar'-loce 
sahn  krees-to'-vahl 
sahn  her-mahn' 
sahn  hoo-ahn' 

bow- 


Valladolid 
Vera  Cruz 
Vespucci  -  Alber- 

tigo 
Valasquez 
Vise  ay  a 

Weyler 

Yucatan 


vahl-la-do-lid' 
vay'-rah  kroos' 
ves  -  pu'  -  chee  - 

behr'- tee-go 
vay-lahs'-keth 
veeth-kai'-ab 

W 

wai'-ler 


yoo-kah-tahn' 


ahl- 
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